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+ While the words following were yet unpublished, 
the patient spirit of his blessed wife, commending it- 
self to Jesus, passed from his arms into the everlast- 
ing arms of her Saviour. How she was helped by 
prayer, is known to those who witnessed her return 
home, within four days of her release, by a perilous 
journey, for which, the goodness of God gave her 
faith, strengthened by the reception of the Sacrament 
of her Lord's Body and Blood. Her work on earth is 
finished, and her rest gained. While unwearied in 
her daily task, and in labours of love, she had no 
hope but in Christ ; and her simple submissive trust 
in Him obtained a part of its reward, in an end most 
peaceful, surrounded by her children, soothed by 
hymns and texts of Holy Writ, and comforted by 
the ministerial offices of a brother. Their work re- 
mains, who have learnt by her life, how perseverance 
in well-doing finds acceptance through Christ; and 
by her peaceful death (if death it may be called), 
what it is to hope and trust in Him who, in her &■ 
vourite verse, " giveth power to the faint, and to 
them that have no might increaseth strength." 

" In the Lord Jehovah la erorlastiiiK strength.* 



0otin to t|r J^rbmtl 0liit(on. 



When the last edition of this little work wi» com- 
mitted afresh to the blessing of God and the indul- 
gence of his Christian brethren, while watching over 
some of the last days of one loved as a sister, and 
now at rest in Ghrist, the Editor little thought that 
still deeper anxieties would have gathered round his 
own home before he next thanked God for its con- 
tinued acceptance [still less did he think that the 
days of this Notice would be hallowed by the re- 
moval to her Saviour's bosom, in an instant, of that 
much-loved parent who early instructed him in the 
Holy Scriptures, and lived herself in the constant 
exercise of faith and good works, well prepared for 
that solemn sudden call]. It has been truly said, 
that we know not what we ask, when we pray that 
God would accomplish the number of His elect, and 
hasten His kingdom. While striving to say with his 
whole heart, " Thy will be done,'* he is only doing 
as the Scriptures bid, in asking the prayers of the 
many who have encouraged him in this work for 
one who has shared for twenty years in this and 
every other labour in which he has been engaged ; 
and in that most serious of all human works, the 
endeavour to train up a large family in the faith 
and fear and in the love of God. + 



IV NOTICE TO THE SEYENTH EDITION. 

Whatever may be the will of God as to his 
earthly trials, his belief, expressed in former No- 
tices, is not only unshaken but increased, that com- 
munion with Grod, the one way of attaining and 
maintaining peace, is best secured by an habitual 
treasuring up of the words of Holy Scripture, that 
they may be present to the mind on every possible 
occasion ; partly as one practical internal witness to 
the individual teaching of God the Holy Spirit, our 
Sanctifier and Guide, partly as a means of turning 
natural objects and hourly occurrences into types 
of spiritual and eternal ones, and diverting idle and 
unprofitable words into thoughts of everlasting pro- 
fit. " Thy Word have I hid within my heart, that 
I might not sin against Thee." He believes also, 
without doubt, that the simple-minded, humble, 
and earnest Christian need have no misgiving in 
casting himself with perfect confidence upon that 
Word which is safe, true, enduring, imchangeable ; 
and that, so minded, he will find full confirmation 
of all those truths which the Church of Christ has 
read therein, and taught therefrom, and from which, 
in the varying seasons of the Christian year, she sets 
forth the character, the work, and the examples of 
her Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Once more he is allowed to bear his testimony to 
the power of that blessed Word. Year by year life 
becomes more serious. The clouds, perhaps of an 
early evening, hang on the horizon, and the sun may 
set in them ; but they only drive him back for hope. 



NOTICE TO THE SETENTH EDITION. V 

for comfort, and for peace,* to its gracious and most 
soothing promises. Where he has erred, words of 
Holy Scripture, made present to his mind, if fully 
heeded, would have kept him straight ; when he has 
been chastened, it has revived and consoled him ; 
where he has been led aright, the Holy Spirit, by 
that Word, has spoken; and whatever the trials 
allotted to him may be, it is his full expectation 
that, in the goodness of a loving Father, it will only 
issue in his saying : " Before I was afflicted I went 
astray, but now I have kept Thy Word." *'Thy 
Word is tried to the uttermost, and Thv servant 
loveth it." "O think upon Thy servant as con- 
cerning Thy Word, wherein Thou hast caused me 
to put my trust." 

^' O LORD, THT WORD ENDURETH FOR EVER IN 

HEAVEN." 



fiotitt to t^t CBi^ti 0l>ttCon. 



The seventh edition of this work was published with the pre- 
ceding notice in the autumn of 1866. In the month of June 
1867 the Editor was taken to his rest. It may be an en- 
couragement to some of his Christian brethren to know (as 
those who were acquainted with him will not forget), that 
the devout spirit of which this and some other devotional 
manuals were the fruit, was formed and maintained in the 
midst of a life simple, indeed, and unworldly, but more 
than commonly filled with employments of various kinds. 
His legal knowledge, acquired in studying for the bar; his 
acquaintance with chemistry, physiology, medicine, astro- 
nomy, architecture, engineering, and music; his manual 
dexterity, especially in carpentry and masonry ; and, above 
all, his open-hearted sjrmpathy in all the difficulties, tem- 
poral and spiritual, of those around him,— were ever at the 
service of others, strangers as well as relations and friends; 
and for the last five years of his life, the care of a large 
landed property, bequeathed to him, involved, from the 
circumstances of the case, labour and anxiety of a peculiar 
nature. 

Consequently, through his unselfishness and constant 
energy, his head and hand had not even necessary rest 
from labour which, though often self-imposed, he felt it his 
duty to undertake. 

Yet it was impossible to be with him, and not to know, 
that while he had more than enough to distract his mind, 
he was living for heaven, not for earth; seeking God's glory 
in what he did ; holding communion with Him continually; 
associating thoughts of invisible things with all events and 
objects about him; and losing no opportunity of leading 
persons of all classes and callings, among whom he was 
thrown, along that heavenward path he trod himself. 



NOTICE TO THB EIGHTH EDITION. Yli 

During the few months of his widowhood, while he did 
not relax in the discharge of his earthly duties, his thoughts, 
resting on the promises of Scripture, seemed to he above 
with Christ and those that are with Him, rather than here 
below; till, after a short illness in a house endeared to him- 
self and the partner of his life by their earliest united re- 
collections, he bore for the last time, on his deathbed, the 
testimony which, in this book and in his whole manner of 
living, he desired to bear, to the power of God*s Word. 

As he lay at midnight, he seemed conscious that death 
was drawing near. He asked for his children, laid his hand 
on them each, and blessed them ; this done, he felt over the 
bed, as seeking for something; took his Bible in his hands, 
and placing them straight before him, never moved again, 
but gently said, " Feed me with the precious food of God's 
most holy Word;" and spoke no more till, as his breath be- 
came more faint, the reader paused ; he then burst forth, 
"I still see and hear; I am on the brink, but Christ has 
not yet called me. More Words!" — Once more he said, 
*• Words 1" And so, hearing the Word, he died. 

Two small iron crosses, each marked with the initial let- 
ter of a Christian name, at the head of grass graves in a 
quiet country-churchyard, mark the spot where faithful 
and loving hands laid the bodies of wife and husband near 
the church which their care had just restored. 

Those who have been in any way helped by this book, 
may yet do its writer service by praying for his nine orphan 
children. 



The Work U diviiible into four parti,at Advent, Seaagesima, 
Trinity, and at the sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

Thefulleat possible number of weeks and days being pro^ 
videdfor, care should be taken not always to omit the closing 
parts of Christmas, Epiphany, and Trinity. 

Titles and Characters of Christ follow, at p. 485. 

Tables of reference to subjects suitable to special oceoHont 
are at pp. 413-15. 

The Harmony is at the end. 



TRS PATH OF THB JUST 18 AS A SHXKIlirO LXOHTi WHICH 
•HXKBTH MORJS AMB HOKS UNTO THE PSB.7SCT DAT. 



" Single acts of virtue, -wrought by the grace of God, are 
the steps to heaven — whether inward, of penitence, or futh, 
or hope, or love breathed from the soul to God, . . or out- 
ward, . . of self-denying love, or peace-making, or active 
service." 

"One step only is in our power: the next— pray we for 
the grace of God to do each single act as He shall will, to 
His glory ; and He will lead us whither as yet we know 
not.* 
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"We need not bid, fw cloister'd cell, 
Our neighbour or our work fiirewell. 
Nor strive to wind ourselves too high 
For sinAil man beneath the sky. 

The trivial round, the common task, 
Would ftimish all we ought to ask; 
Room to deny ourselves, a road 
To bring us daily nearer God." 



S am t|e (KStas, ti^e ^rut^, anD tfie Eife. 



It has been recorded of one much and jastly beloved 
iu his day, that in his last illness he accused himself 
of negligence in reading the histories of our Lord, 
and resolved, if restored to health, to give a portion 
of every day to the study of our Lord's character, 
and to the endeavour to ascertain, as far as possible, 
precisely what He (our Lord) would have said and 
done in every position in which he himself was 
placed. Not^ indeed, that any who knew John 
Bowdler could believe that he neglected the means 
which from day to day appeared the best for his 
soul's health, and made him what he was to otiiers. 
This would not be likely of one of whom a close 
observer of men has said, that his ** interior life, if 
it could be faithfully written, would present a re- 
cord which none could read without reverence, and 
few without self-reproach/' But on a review of the 
past (and the religious circumstances of the times 
would in part account for it), there seemed open to 
his mind even yet this more excellent way. Of 
late years, it may be hoped, in every class of earnest 
religious persons, a kindred feeling has increased, 
and resulted in the desire to read and treasure up 
the words of holy Scripture for daily practical guid- 
ance, whether relating immediately to our Lord's 
personal example, or to the collateral histories which 
are recorded, either for our encouragement or warn* 
ing, in the entire Gospels. All who are in earnest 
about the work of their salvation know the great 
necessity for feeding their souls upon the word of 
God where the opportunity is giveUi and the misery 
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that results from the neglect of it. To read a little, 
with reflection, prayer, and practical self-applica- 
tion, is better than to read much without it, which, 
if of any, is of little profit. Such thoughts as are 
suggested in this book are not intended as readings 
in themseWes, and are therefore often abrupt ; but 
only as helps to reflection and meditation on the 
Bible reading of the day, where that is connected 
with the Gospel history. They ought to be accom- 
panied, where there is time and opportunity, with 
consideration of the other parts of Scripture re- 
ferred to. To use the whole in this manner might 
occupy considerable time ; but it would be better 
to take a part only, and do so, than to read the 
whole, and keep the Bible closed. And, indeed, 
no greater calamity could well befal any than to put 
forf£ a work which would lead men from, instead 
of drawing them towards, those pages of revela- 
tion. However much they have been misused by 
men opposing their private judgment to the con- 
curring testimony of the great Christian body, and 
building up divisions upon it, or however carelessly 
many may have read them, those blessed pages must 
ever be received by the faithful and humble, as 
among the greatest gifts that could have been be- 
stowed by God on a fallen world. 

Besides having in view the above object, the writer 
has known for many years that a want has been felt 
of some small manual, so arranged as to furnish 
suitable thoughts for every day in the year, accord- 
ing to the Christian seasons, for members of the 
Church of England. Knowing this, he could not 
but believe it to be providential that a Latin work 
fell in the way of a friend, who first made him ac- 
quainted with it, of which one portion was very avail- 
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able for this purpose.' To that work all who profit 
in any way hf this are, under tiie blessing of God, 
indebted for the general arrangement, for almost 
all the subjects, and by far the greater number of 
thoughts in tiie following pages ; the work of the 
writer haying been mainly to select from it, and, 
where the references to holy Scripture were incom- 
plete, to seek for others, and add at the foot of each 
page some short text, which might during the day 
help to impress the whole on tiie mind. The sub- 
jects of the book are limited to the Gospel history ; 
but this, indeed, is the centre of all, to which all 
else refers. Other parts of holy Scripture illustrate 
it, and, as far as space permitted, ha?e been freely 
used in the references, lliose who haye leisure 
might with adyantage search for more in that inex- 
haustible treasury. 

In the use of all such religious exercises it seems 
considered well, if possible, to giye the earliest morn- 
ing thoughts to tiiem (a habit greatly assisted by 
reading oyer the subject, where it is practicable, the 
eyening before), and then, praying for the aid of the 
Holy Spirit of Grod, endeayour to realise or bring to 
mind the eyents and persons of whidi we read, and 
consider the lesson God intended to teach us by the 
narratiye. By this we may test our own liyes and 
conduct ; and whether penitence or thanksgiying be 
the proper result, we should always endeayour to 
raise our affections towards God our Creator. Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier, and form new resolutions, 
by His grace, to liye more conformably with His 

^ For the Harmony, the writer ii indebted to the laboun 
of Gretwell and Townsend; and for a revision of all the 
quotations, as the work passed through the press, to the 
Ubour and love of another. 



will and His word. In so small a space as is al- 
lotted to each day in this book, it would have been 
impossible to express at length, if at all, the affec- 
tions and resolutions which might be the fruit of 
such a consideration of holy Scripture as these pages 
are intended to help. Indeed, they were not ex- 
pressed at full in the original work, probably from 
the consciousness of the author of that part of the 
work (intimated by him in the introduction to it), 
that they must to each person be the gift of God. 
Such sensible emotions are not in our own power ; 
the Holy Spirit of God can alone enkindle them 
in any heart. If they are not always given, we 
should not be discouraged ; when they are, we should 
welcome them, pour them forth again, and be 
thankfid. 

If the thoughts appear in some instances too 
severe and discouraging, it may be truly urged, that 
while meditation on the love of God in Christ to 
sinners is the true antidote to formality, so is the 
habit of practical self-inquiry, in some form, what- 
ever it be called, an essentifd safeguard against a 
vague and mere general profession of religion. But 
still more safely it may be urged that the practical 
part of the Christian life, so especially needful to 
all in secular callings, is the daily struggle to con- 
form to the will of God, to compare ourselves with 
His standard, to know and confess our guilt, and 
to set ourselves steadily on the work of amend- 
ment. It is the office of the Spirit of God, the 
'* Comforter," to " reprove" and " convince ;" and 
of the word of God to ** pierce even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit," and to be " the discemer 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart." Except 
there be any to whom from the first dawn of infancy 



it has been granted to abide in Him, untainted by 
habitual or wilful sin, and filled with His Spirit and 
His love, the first step to all real loye of God is the 
fear of Him, and the consequent conTiction of sin, 
self-condemnation, and self-abasement which must 
follow in all who are led of the Spirit to true con« 
Tension of heart. Nor would it be safe to shrink 
from the knowledge of ourselves, or from this hum- 
bling comparison. These steps once gained, the 
balm is at hand. There are, indeed, many cases in 
which the work of penitence is long, and full of 
painful doubts and harassments, and far be it from 
any to say that this may not be in the end both the 
deepest and most abiding work. Yet to others the 
mercy of God has vouchsafed speedier consolation 
and peace, and earlier visions of His love. But of 
each it is true, that they who know themselves best, 
will desire to know Him most. To have any other 
refuge than the cross of Christ, is to have no shelter 
at all. They who have any real hope seek it here. 
This will, in His own good time, be found alike 
the stay of aU ; and the knowledge of Jesus, and 
communion with. Him, will increase hour by hour 
to those that seek it, until the soul loses the re- 
membrance of its own misery in the abiding sense 
of His presence and His love. 

Notwithstanding the impression which he is pre- 
pared to believe the first opening of this book may 
produce of stiffness and formality, the writer looks 
back with encouragement to the daily comfort and 
assistance which it has given him during several 
successive years. The certainty that the thoughts 
to which it may lead are not yet begun to be ex- 
hausted, gives him a hope that he may not have 
laboured, if it can be called labour, for himself o'' 



for othen, in Tsin. Hie end of all meditation is to 
learn more of God, and to become more like Him ; 
not to stand still, or merely to lament onr deficiency, 
but to stir us np in earnest to renew the fight, in 
the strength of God, in hourly consciousness of the 
presence of Christ, and in the power of His Holy 
Spirit, and His holy Word. If only such works are 
used day by day, as this is intended, to lead to and 
not from the holy Scriptures, and in occasional mo- 
ments of leisure to reviTe the recollection of them, 
he has no fear ; for there, if any where, men will 
find the true picture of their own perrerseness, 
ignorance, and waywardness, on the one side, and 
on the other all the encouraging and hope-giying 
truths which point to the love and care and aid of 
their Father, ^eir Redeemer, and their Guide« 

To Him alone bx gloky. 
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For use before reading* 

LET the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be always acceptable in Thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. 

Help me this day, O Lord, 
But one step more to gain ; 

Nor let me read Thy word. 
Nor meditate, in vain. 



OUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass against ua. And lead 
us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen, 



ColUct. 

T> LESSED Lord, who hast caused all holy Scrip- 
•^ tures to be written for our learning, grant that 
we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, leam, 
and inwardly digest them, that by patience, and 
comfort of Thy holy Word, we may embrace, and 



ever hold feat the blessed hope of eTerlasting life, 
which Thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; and mercifully grant that Thy Holy Spirit 
may in this, and in all things, direct and rule our 
hearts ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Collett 

After the reading and meditation, 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given Thine only Son 
to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
ensample of godly life, give me grace that I may 
always most thankfully receive that His inestimable 
benefit, and also daily endeavour myself to follow 
the blessed steps of His most holy life ; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Thy blessing be upon me, O God, Father, Son^ 
and Holy Ghost, now and for ever. Amen, 



iffitut dunlrai) in Stlbent. 

OF THS ETERNAL OBNERATION OF TOE WOR9. 

Read S. John L 1-18 {compare S. John zvii. 17« 

and xiv. 6). 

I. In the beginning W€u the Word. lb. I. 
Christ the Word ; the express image of 

God ; of one substance with the Father; God 
Himself; in whom all the perfections of the 
Godhead shine forth. We once His image : 
how fallen! Yet restored and preserved by 
grace, through faith, and the contemplation of 
Him. Rom. iz. 6 ; 2 Pet, i. 2-4. 

II. All things were made by Him. lb. 3. 

Then all our dependence is on Him, With 
all creation let us praise Him. With Him I 
can do all things. How little have I done ? 
Without Him, nothing I Let me take hold on 
Him, and take courage. Phil. iv. 13 ; S. John 
XV. 6. 

III. In mm was the life. lb. 4. 

If our life is in Him, we should cleave less to 
His creatures, more to Himself. What life w^e 
have is from Him. Do we live the Divine 
life ? What are our works ? For what have 
I to give thanks ? Of what to repent ? IS. 
John V. 11. 

Of Himj and through Him, and to Him, 
are all things ; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Rom. xi. 36. 

For thougbts on the Gtospel of the day, see pp. 96, 97. 
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Monday. First Week in 

OF THB CREATION AND END OF MAN. 

Jtead Genesis L 26, to il 7. 

I. Ood created man in His own image. Gen. i. 27. 

Acknowledge thy Creator ; praise Him ; 
thou art His ; we have wandered from Him ; 
He gave thee His image; compare thyself 
with it. Eccles. vii. 29. 

II. Reformed man of the dust, j-c. lb. ii. 7. 

He gave an earthly body, with a noble 
spirit ; the one for humility, the other for en- 
couragement to seek higher than earthly ob- 
jects : seek not things unworthy of that spi- 
rit ; care not too much for the earthly body. 
S. Matt vi. 26. 

III. Thou ahalt worshipj 4;o. S. Matt iy, 10. 

This is the end of man ; what we have of 
Him is His ; how has it been abused ; let me 
loathe the past; let me seek higher aims. 
Oh, that I could worthily praise God Himself, 
our end, our reward, o. James i. 17, 18. 

€txU 

Glorify God in your body and in your spirit , 
which are God^s. 1 Cor. vi. 20. 



Advent, Tcrsdat. 

OF THE MEANS TO OBTAIN THAT END. 

Read Gren. i. to verse 26 ; Ps. viii. ; Rom. i. 18-20. 

I. In the beginning, ^c. Gen. i 1. 

How many things for our use ; yet we un- 
grateful, rebellious. Think of them: some 
natural ; the heavens, earth, &c. ; some super- 
natural ; Christ, the holy Angels, the Scrip- 
tures, &c. ; and what is prepared in heaven, 
if so much here ? 1 Car, iii. 21, &c. 

II. 7%ou htist put all things, ^o. Ps. viii. 6. 

Think of the love, the liberality, the provi- 
dence, wisdom, patience of God towards us; 
be also liberal in your service of Him, and peni- 
tent for the past. How little have I subjected 
myself to Him ! 8, Matt, x. 8 ; Bom. xii. 1. 

III. The invisible things, ^c. are clearly seen. 
Rom. i. 20. 

What is the end of these means ? for the 
body ; its health, nourishment, clothing, &c. ; 
for the soul, and understanding ; their instruc- 
tion, and the knowledge of God. How have 
they been used ? let me beware lest they are 
taken away, and become my accusers. S, 
Matt, XXV. 28. 

Ztxt, 
Thou hast created all things, and for Thy 
pleasure they are and were created. Rev. i v . 1 1 . 



Wednesday. First Week in 

OF THE GOOD USE OF GOD* 8 CREATI7BE8, AND 
INDIFFERENCE TO THEM. 

Read Eccles. iii. or xi. 

I. God saw every thing that He had made, j*9. 

Gen. i. 31. 

All things made the best for the service of 
man ; the use left to himself ; even riches and 
poverty; and other contrary things (1 Cor, 
vii. 29-32) ; how used ? for injury to God ? 
to the creature ? to thyself? 

II. Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in 
the Lord, and hath not lift up his mind unto 
vanity. Ps. xl. 5 ; xxiv. 4. c.p.b. 

Each and every creature to be referred (in 
its use) to God; observing if it advances or 
hinders our end ; if we seek in it God, or our- 
selves, or the world. (Amos v. 8 ; 1 Tim. vL 
17 ; Phil, ii. 21.) Which is my case? 

III. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left. 
Prov. iv. 27. 

Are my affections equal towards riches and 
poverty, honour and shame, &c. ? They con- 
duce equally to the glory of God and our end ; 
self-love must be rooted out ; so as to hate 
pleasant things if they hinder, and love 
troubles if they profit, our salvation. 2 Cor. 
xii. 9, 10. 

Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, io all to the glory of God. 
1 Cor. X. 31. 
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Advent. Thursday. 



OF THE FALL OF MAN. 

Betid Gen. ill. ; Ps. xiv. ; Rom. v. 12. 

I. Man being in honour hath no understanding; bui 

is, 4rc. Ps. xlix. 20. 

Think with regard to the casting forth of 
our first parent from Paradise, (1) his glorious 
condition and freedom from all evil ; (2) his 
ingratitude in the act of disobedience, and 
thine own ; (3) the evils that followed : sick- 
ness, death, passions, and depraved will, &c. 
Heb. xii. 16-17. 

II. They are all gone out of the wag, jfo. Ps. xiv. 4. 

The sin of one passed upon all, and all 
become children of wrath, enemies of G jd ! 
What darkness can hide the sinner from the 
wrath of God ? (Bev, vi. 16-17.) Let me hate 
sin, which alone severs me from God. 

III. The wages of sin is death. Rom. vi. 23. 

Temporal and eternal; consider the evils 
even of the first death, though transitory ; 
much more the second. Learn, my soul, &e 
evil of sin, and repent. Rev. xx. 12-14. 

€txU 

There is a vmy which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death* 
Prov. xiv. 12. 



Friday. First Week in 

OF THE DIVINE DECREE AND END OF THE 
RESTORATION OF MAN. 

Re€ui Ezek. xxxiii. to 20 ; Ephee. ii. 

I. / have no pleasure in the death qfthe wicked^ 
but, ^c. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

' First, think of the misery of the fall ; from 
what, and to what ? Yet Gfod willeth not our 
death. What would we not do for an earthly 
king so merciful ? This, yea more, let me do 
for God. S, Luke xv. 7, 20 ; 2 Pet, iii. 9. 

II. / have loved thee with an everlasting love* 
Jer. xxxi. 3. 

What was the cause of this good-will 7 Not 
our merits ; for *' we were sinners." How 
should "we act in the case of an enemy ? Yet 
He hath loved us, enemies. It is thine in- 
finite love, O my God. Rom, v. 8. 

III. With lovinff-kindness (or in pity) have I drawn 
thee . lb. 

Another cause is "His pity, His corapas- 
sion ;" nor would He have His purpose frus- 
trated by our entire destruction. Man had 
been tempted by Satan ; God made the cause 
of man His own. Hope, then, in Him, O my 
soul. S. Luke z. 33. 

^ext. 

God hath not appointed tu to wrath, hut to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
1 Thess. V. 9. 





Advent. Saturday. 

THE OECBEE OF THE INCARNATION OF TBB 
BON OF GOD. 

Read Ephes. iii. 1-12. 

I. None can by any meant redeem hit brother, 
Ps. xlix. 7-9. 

The creature could not make sufficient sa- 
tisfaction. The wrong was infinite. What, 
must it be to offend Uod I Whence, if re- 
quired, can I give satisfaction ? S. Luke vii. 
41, &c. 

II. He took not on Him the nature qf Angelt, 
Heb. ii. 16. 

God, in angel's nature, might perhajps have 
made satisfaction. He chose the more infirm 
nature j in it to overcome, and leave us an 
example. Unite thyself to God, and thou 
canst overcome. Heb. ii. 14 and 18. 

III. Look to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 
Is. Ii. 1. 

From what a depth man is lifted up, and to 
what a height 1 Lead, then, a life worthy of 
such exaltation. Have I done so ? Partakers 
of the Divine nature 1 Is, ix. 2 ; Eph. ii. 12. 

ZtxX* 

In aU things it behoved Him to be made &he 
unto His brethren, Heb. ii. 17. 



btcoxiU duntiai^ m 9tl6cnt* 



THB FATHER GIVES THE BON, THE BON HIMSELF, 
TO THE WORLD. 

Reads. Johnul 10-18. 

I. God so loved the worlds ^e, lb. 16. 

Who loved us ? God I By the gift of His 
Son. To whom? To us miserable sinners. 
1 John iv. 10. Give, then, thyself to Him, O 
my soul ; and repent and lament how little 
thou hast loved Him. 

II. He loved me and gave Himself for me. Gal. ii. 20. 

Notwithstanding He foresaw my ingratitude. 
What am I now doing ? Will He save me if 
I still resist ? Heb. ii. 3. Well may I fear 
in myself. Well may I hope in Him. 

III. Being in the form of Ood, ^o took upon 

Him the form of a servant. Phil. ii. 6, 7. 

For thee He gave Himself to poverty, cgn- 
tempt, the cross, death. If thou lovest Him, 
turn not from these ; but embrace, or at least 
cheerfully receive them. Is this my temper? 
1 Pet. ii. 21 . 

ZtxU 

This is My commandment, that ye love one 
another y (u I have loved you. S. John xv. 12. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 401-4. 

8 



Advent. Monday. 

THE WISDOM, GOODNESS, AND OMNIPOTENCE OF QOD 
SHEWN IN THE INCARNATION. 

Read Ephes. ill. 8-21. 

I. Thou shalt make me to understand wisdom <«- 
cretly. Ps. li. 6. 

In the Gospel God has made us understand 
how satisfaction was found for the Divine jus- 
tice by transferring our debt to the Divine 
person ; and our Creator became also our Re- 
deemer. Divide not, then, thy love ; but ren- 
der to God that which is God's. Gal, iii. 13. 

II. Thou hast dealt graciously with thy servant, 
Ps. cxiz. 65. (Bount\fullyj Ps. cxvi.) 

The just gave Himself for the unjust ; the 
harmless for sinners; the Lord for His ser- 
vant ; God for man. Let me turUj then, my 
whole self to Him. 1 Pet, iii. 18 ; Ps, Ixxiii. 
26. 

III. He hath shewed strength with His arm. 

S. Luke i. 51. 

The Son of God is His arm, stretched from 
heaven to save man. In this was shewn om- 
nipotence incarnate and love. He could nei- 
ther desire nor do more for us. Bender, then, 
to Him all thou canst, O my soul. Is, lix. 16. 

4 

Christy the potoer of Gody and the wisdom (^ 
God, 1 Cor. i. 24. 
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TuBSDAT. Second Week in 

BY THB INCAENATION GOD IB WELL PLEASED^ MAN 
RAISED UP) SATAN CONFOUNDED. 

Read 2 Cor. v. 14-21. . 

I. All things ate qf Ood^ who hath reeonoUed «f, dv. 

lb. 18. 

Either pardon or satisfaction necessary for 
sin. God would have satisfaction in our na- 
ture, through the Word. Since thou canst not 
render it (jret much is required), cast thyself 
on the infinite treasures of the merits of Christ. 
Coloss. ii. 0. 

II. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust. Ps. cxiiL 7« 

Man had fallen downwards to the dust, to 
earth ; in sense, in affection. God stooped to 
lift him up unto God. Which, then, bijall pre- 
yail, things earthly, or the things of God, to 
draw me ? 1 John ii. 16. 

III. Now shall the prince of this world he east out, 
S. John xii. 31. 

Satan triumphed, because in one man all 
were lost. But God found one, Christ, in 
whom (God and man) Satan is confounded. 
All may be saved. I, then, cannot conquer but 
in union with God. With Him all ; without 
Him nothing. Rom. v. 15 ; Rev. xii. 10. 

Thanks be unto God, which ahoayB causeth 
us to triumph in Christ. 2 Cor. ii. 14. 

10 



Advent* Wadnesdat. 

A HOTHER IB CHOBEN FOR THE BON OF GOD. 

Read Gal. iv. 1-7 ; S. Luke i. 46-55. 

I. Ood gent forth His JSan^ made (^ a tDoman. Gal. 

IT. 4. 

He would not create a new body, but have 
His Son assume one of the nature of man ; of 
a woman, through whom was the first fall. 
See in this the dignity conferred on the hu- 
man nature, to be made one with Christ. See 
His humility, and humble thyself. S, John xz. 
17 ; Phil ii. 6, 8. 

II. He hath regarded the hwlinesa, ^e. S. Luke i. 48. 
He foresaw that the Blessed Virgin would 

give herself up, by the grace of the Spirit, 
to do His will ; and He chose and lovea her. 
Would I share the favour of God, I must work 
with, and according to, His grace, and that in 
lowliness of heart. S. John xiv. 23. 

III. He that is mighty hath magnified me. Luke i. 49. 
What higher than to be the mother of the 

Lord ? So might I be, if, like her, I used the 
grace which calls me, and makes known to 
me His will. Attend, then, to all His inspira- 
tions. S. Matt. zii. 50. 

€txX, 

A vnarCe pride shall bring hxm low, but hth 
nour shall uphold the humble in spirit, Prov. 
xxix. 23 
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Thubsdat. Second Week in 



THE INCARNATION OF THE SON OF GOD 18 PROMISED. 

Reetd Gen. iii. 14| 15; Is. xxxy. 

I. / wUlput enmity between thee and the tooman. 

Gen. iii. 15. 

How mercifal is God ! Man had scarce 
sinned, ere God offers him the hope of grace 
and redemption. Do I in heart and soiu ac- 
cept this offer? Is, Ixv. 1, 24. 

II. Between thy seed and her seed. lb. 

Thus to all the descendants of Adam this 
hope was given ; but to us not hope only, but 
enjoyment. Yet which has served him best ; 
they of old, who hoped only ; or I, who enjoy 
the promise ? S. Matt, xiii. 16, 17. 

III. Ood will come; He will save us. Is. xxxy. 4. 

Such was the hope of our forefathers ; and 
he leaves none who trust in Him {S. John vi. 
37). Will He be less merciful to us? Have 
we not Him more fully in His sacraments, &c. 
His merits are my only hope. Offer these 
continually before God, my soul. 

ZtxU 

In the Lord shall aU the seed of Israel he 
justified^ and shall glory. Is. zlv. 25. 
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Advent. Fbiday. 

THE REDEEMER IS DESIRED BY PATRIARCHS AND 

PROPHETS. 

Read Ps. xlii.; Is. zlv. 8-25. 

I. Drop down, ye heavens, S[o, Is. xlv. 8. 

God would have us desire what He pro- 
mises. He would come to us. He would 
have us desire Him. Why desire other things 
so much, Him so little ? Is, xxvi. 8, 9. 

II. Send Him whom thou wilt send. Ex. iv. IS. 

How ardently they of old desired him ; they 
implored Him to haste His coming. Our 
languid desires hinder our prayers, and God's 
answer. Why am I so languid in Divine de- 
sires? Because of my creaturely affections. 
Pa. Ixxiii. 25. 

III. We have waited for Him, and He will save us. 
Is. XXV. 9. 

Ages passed by ; they longed the more. 
The living and dead hoped for Him ; for they 
knew their need. And so should I more con- 
stantly desire Him, if I knew my own wants, 
and what it is to possess God. Think of this. 
Heb. xi. 39, 40. 

Twill shake all nations, and the Desire ofaU 
nations shall come. Hagg. ii. 7. 
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Saturday. Second Week in Advent 

OF THE PRB-XXIBTENCE OF ETERNAL WISDOM. 

Read Prov. viiL 

I. When there were no depths I was. Prov. viii. 24. 

The ^reat depth is original and actual sin, 
with which we all afe defiled. Wisdom knew 
no sin, and we are called to renounce and 
put away sin. Christ was undefiled. Let me 
follow my vocation in Him. Eph, iv. 1. 

II. TTiou art e^lfair, my love ; there is no spot in 
thee. Cant. iv. 7. 

The Spouse of Christ should be without 
wrinkle or defilement, without lust or evil 
desire. Is there any other law in our mem^ 
bers? Let evil inclinations be suppressed, and 
the spirit have the rule, and there will be 
peace. Rom. viii. 6. 

III. In the knowledge of the Holy is understanding. 
Prov. ix, 10. 

In the knowledge of God is our true wis- 
dom : in the surrender of our understanding 
and will to Him. Do I use His gifts for His 
glory ? Do I submit my will to His ? 8. Mark 
xii. 33. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom. 
Prcv. iii. 13. 
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Cfltttl dunTKat) tn Wtihtnt 



THB NAME AND PARENTAGE OF THE MOTHER 
OF OUR LORD. 

Bead S. Matt. i. 1-17. (S. Lttke iii.) 

I. T%e Virgin^s name wot *^ Mary J""* Luke i. 27. 
Meaning " exalted" or " bitter." Even to 

her, highly favoured of God, (full of grace,) 
the Mother of oar Lord, is a cup of bitterness 
and sorrow sent. {S, Luke ii. 36.) Do I will- 
ingly receive whatever God sends to me? 
Job ii. 10. 

II. Jacob begat Joseph the husband q/ Mary^ ^c, 
S. Matt. i. 16. 

The family of Mary was the family of the 
Faithful (Abraham), and of the Obedient. 
Do we desire our Lord in our hearts ? Be of 
the same family. Gal iii. 9 ; Rom. iv. 16. 

III. Which was the son qf Adam^ tehich was the son 
of God. S. Luke iii. 38. 

All are of the family of Adam. Christ 
humbled Himself to come through 'one of the 
sinful family of man. Adam was the son of 
God. We were His by adoption. What are 
we now ? Rom. viii. 15. 

Ye are tJie temple of the living Ood, 2 Cor. 
vi. 16. 

For thoughts on fbe Gospel of the Day, see p. 294. 
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Monday. 7%tri Week in 

THE BLESSED VIBOIN IS ESPOUSED TO S. JOSEPH. 

Read S.Ma,iLi. 18-25. 

I. A ffirgin espoused to a man, ^0. S. Luke i. 27. 
Such was the appointmeDt of God for His 

Virgin Mother. Sne yielded herself wholly 
to His governance, and doubted not. GivB 
thyself to the same, and thou needst fear no 
danger. 1 Pet. iii. 13. 

II. Being ajttst man was minded to put her away, 
S. Matt. i. 19. 

Her espousal was ordered to save her aDd 
her Blessed Son from unjust reproach. Perhaps, 
also, to conceal the mystery for a while. JBe 
careful, then, of the character of others, of thine 
own, where it is for the glory of God. 1 Pet, 
ii. 12. Be silent as to tnine own gifts. 

III. A Just man, lb. 

And of royal lineage ; yet humble and poor. 
How different the things which God esteems, 
poverty, hamility, chastity, holiness ; and those 
which the world values, rank, riches, honours ! 
(S, Luke xvi. 16.) Let my judgment be 
with God, and I shall not cleave to earthly 
things. 

All things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called etc- 
cording to His purpose, Rom. viii. 28. 
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Advent. Tubsdat. 

THE ANGEL 18 BENT TO THE BLB88ED VIRGIN. 

Read S. Luke L 26-28. 

I. The Angel Oahriel was eerU^ S[e. lb. 26. 

To whom? to a poor, pious virgin, espoused 
to a carpenter, an angel is sent by God. 
Such (S. James ii. 5) God deems meet for His 
service ; for me also He has provided the in- 
ward messages of His Spirit. Had I attended 
to them^ would it not be better with me ? 

II. And the Angel came in unto her^ and taidy 
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, ^o. lb. 28. 

Observe his silence of himself; his saluta- 
tion of her ; learn modesty and humility ; 
he calls her highly favoured, or full of grace; 
this is the only true praise with God : of what 
is it I am full ? Is it of grace or of self 7 
2 Cor. X. 18 ; R<m, ii. 29. . 

III. The Lord is with thee, ^o. lb. 

In heart, in affectfon, in desire. Blessed 
indeed such fellowship with God ! how seldom 
am I to be found therein ; where do my affec- 
tions wander ? collect them up towards God. 
Exod, XXV. 22 ; Deut. ii. 7. 

€txt 

Great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst 
of thee. Is. xii. 6. 
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Wednesday. Third Week in 

THE ANGEL ANNOUNCES THE MYSTERY OF THE 
INCA&NATION. 

Read S. Luke L 80-33 (Is. Tii. 14). 

I. She was troubled at his saying. lb. 29. 

Such was genuine humility : the praise, the 
announcement {Ps. exv. 1), overcame her. 
How do we receive praise ? and how blame ? 
she disclaimed what God gave her ; do not I 
(5. John xii. 43) seek more than is due 7 

II. Fear not^ Mary : for thou hast found favour 
with God. lb. 30. 

This one reason is enough to soothe all ; the 
grace, the favour of God : this should be our 
strong shield. What have any to fear whom 
God loves ? Let me seek, then, less to please 
men ; let me seek more to please Him. Rom. 
viii. 85-39. 

III. Behold^ thou shalt conceive in thy wombj and 
bring forth ason^ ^c. lb. 31. 

Well may we rejoice with her in holy joy ! 
well may we with her adore the Son, and in 
Him acknowledge and submit to our King 
and our God. 1 S.John iv. 16 ; 8. John ix. 88. 

Blessed is she that believed. S. Luke i. 46. 
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Advent, Thursday. 



THE ANGEL EXPLAINS THE MY8TEEY OF THS 
INCARNATION. 

Read S. Luke i. 26-38. 

I. Then said Mary, ^c. Hoto shall this he ? lb. 34. 

She does not say, " It cdnnot be," although 
she hints at her virgin condition, but " how," 
leavincc all her desires and her future state in 
the hand of God. Let me love purity of heart 
and body, and in all things seek His will. 
Prov, xxii. 11. 

II. And the Angel answered, S[o,, The Help Ohost 
shall come upon thee, ^c, lb. 35. 

He explains how this, the work of the Spirit 
forming in her a body for the Word of God, 
may be. Pray that He only may work in 
thee, and not self-love, or sense^ or human 
favour. P«. cxliii. 10. 

III. Behold the handmaid of the Lord; he it unto 
me according to Thy word. lb. 38. 

She accepts the promise in humility and 
obedience. Thus will God be drawn towards 
us if we abase ourselves, and be far from us if 
we exalt ourselves. (1 Sam. iii. 18.) Which 
is ray state ? 

Sext. 

God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
unto thp. humble. S. James iv. 6. 
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Fbioat. Third Week in 

THE FEBFECnON OF THE MANHOOD ABBUUBD BT 
THE WORD OF GOD. 

Read Coloss. i. 14-20. 

I. In whom are hid all the treaturee ofwUdom and 

knowledge. Coloaa. ii. 3. 

Consider His perfect omniRcience of things 
natural and supernatural, of God, and of thee. 
Had I real faith I might know more ; happy 
they who in Him find wisdom. Prov, iii. 18. 

II. Swih an High Priest became us^ who is holy^ 
harmless^ undefiled. Heh. yii. 26. 

Perfect by nature ; perfect by grace ; inca- 
pable of sin ; Himself the Word. And I, if 
united to God and separate from the creature, 
might be richer, holier, stronger. J^ev. iii. 
17-18. 

III. // pleased the Father that in Him should aU 
fulness dwell, Coloss. i. 19. 

All dwelt in Him, and it pleased God ; how 
little is He pleased in us ; yet His fulness 
rested not with Himself; it flowed forth uiion 
ns. How often do I close my heart against it 
S. Matt, xxiii, 37. 

When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and 
knowledge is pleasant unto thy sotd, discretion 
shall preserve thee, Prov. ii. 10. 
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Advent, Saturday. 

CHAIST OFFKAS HIMSELF TO THK FATHER. 

Read Heb. x. 1-10. 

I. ScLcriJice and offering Thou wouldst not, but a 

body hast Thou prepared Me. lb. 5. 

He offered all to God: soul, body, every 
thing ; for all was from God ; all we have is 
of Him. Why do I offer so much to sense, 
not all to Him 7 1 Cor, iv. 7 ; S, Matt, xxv. 
14, 2^. 

II. Lo^ I come to do Thy will^ O God, Ps. zl. 9, 10. 

He sees poverty, contempt, suffering, death, 
yet heartily accepts the Cross, and embraces 
the Divine will. Let me compare with this 
my own weak conformity to it, and avoiding 
of the Cross. Heb, xii. 3-5. 

III. / do always those things that please Him. S. 
John viii. 29. 

For the glpry of God, and our salvation, 
is His great pleasure : all which does not con- 
tribute to that end is but loss. Henceforth let 
this be my only aim. Jer, xiii. 11; 1 Car. 
iii. 11-13. 

Ztxt, 

Let them that suffer according to the will 6^ 
Ood commit the keeping of their souls to Hm, 
in well-doing as unto a faithful Creator, 1 
Pet. iv. 19. 
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Jfom^ duntra^ m VHbtnt. 



THE BLEBBED VIRGIN GOES TO VISIT ELIZABETH. 
Read S. Luke i. 39-56. 

I. Mary arose in those dapSs and tPent into the hill 

country f j-o. lb. 39. 

The Lord being with her, she went into the 
hill country. One mark of the presence of 
God is a mind girt up to difficulties. {Ps, 
xlvi. 6.) We, then, only safely visit our 
neighbour when the Spirit of God is ;with 
ourselves. Exod, xxxiii. 12-16. 

II. The babe leaped in Tier womb, and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Ghost. lb. 4L 

Even the infant acknowledged the presence 
of his Lord ; none are hid from Him ; His 
children know and love Him. {Jer, i. 5 ; P*. 
Ixxviii. 6.) Is that witness within me ? 

III. My soul doth magnify the Lord. lb. 46. 

Elizabeth had praised the Mother of our 
Lord ; she disclaims the praise, and renders 
fflory to her God, humbling herself. Whatever 
flows to thee from God, abase thyself, glorify 
and adore Him. Dan. ix, 7 ; S. Matt. viii. 8. 

Ztxt. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul; and all that 
imoithin me praise His holy Name. Ps. ciii. 1. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of &e day, see p. 832. 
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Fourth Week in Advent. Monday. 

JOSEPH IB INBTAUCTED IN THE MYSTERY OF THE 

INCARNATION. 

Read S,M^a,it I 18-25. 

I. Then Joseph her husband^ being a just man^ was 

minded to put her away privilf/. lb. 19. 

He saw what he could not understand, for 
he knew not the mystery ; but he was careful 
of the reputation of Mary. Learn from his 
example to excuse the defects of others to 
thyself, and to screen them from the world. 
S. Matt, xviii. 16, 21, 22. 

II. Was minded to put her away privify. lb. 

She could not but be also troubled^ yet she 
committed her way unto the Lord, who or- 
dereth all things for our good (1 Pet, ii. 23), 
and was silent. Does cahn submission mark 
my way ? 

III. The Angel qf the Lord appeared^ ^o. lb. 20. 

When human counsels fail, the Lord is at 
hand to help ; Mary is spared ; Joseph is in- 
structed. The Lord careth for His people, 
and He careth for me. Ps. xxvii. 10. 

€txX. 

He shall make thy riahteoumess as clear as 
the light, and thy just dealing as the noonday. 
Ps. xxxvii. 6. 
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TnssDAT. Fourth Week in 

THI BIRTH or 8. JOHN BAPTIST. 

Read S. Luke I 57-80. 

I. She brought forth a eon^ and her neighboured j-^ 

heard how the Lord, 4[o> lb. 57, 58. 

He shewed mercy to Elizabeth by remoying^ 
barrenness of body ; how much more plainly 
is His mercy seen now, when the barren soul 
is made. fruitful. That only is true greatness 
which is, like S. John, great before God. 
S. Matt. zi. 11. 

II. Theg rejoiced with her, lb. 

Thus holy men rejoice together and ^ve 
God thanks. Am I so filled with the spirit of 
gratitude and thanksgiving. How do I re- 
ceive my daily mercies ? I^rav, xi. 10 ; P«. 
I cxl. 13. 

III. The hand of the Lord was with him. lb. 66. 

I Yet he was not in favour with the world, 

nor dwelt among men ; God led him into the 
desert to fit him for His special service. So 

I will He me, and all whom He fits for Himself, 

as He sees best for us. S. Matt. vii. H; 8» 

, Mark vi. 31. 

9ext. 

Whosoever shall humble himself as this little 
cMld, the same is greatest in tne kingdom of 
heaven. S. Matt, xviii. 4. 
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Advent. Wednesday* 



THE OFFICE OF B. JOHN BAFTIBT. 

Read S. John i. 6-36 [compare S. Matt. iii. zL ; 
S. Mark i ; S. Luke vii.). 

I. He came for a witness^ to hear witness qf the 
light. lb. 7. 

^ With his mouth he preached Christ, and in 
his life and death bore witness to Him. What 
have I done, said, or suffered for Him ? S, 
Matt. vii. 21. 

II. He shall go before Him in the spirit and power 
qfElias. S. Luke i. 17. 

Zealous, earnest, devoted, free from fear; 
such was the spirit of both. Is thine such ? or 
rather, how cold, how fearful, how lifeless! 
Mai. iv. 6. 

III. To make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. lb. 

His call was not to Herod or t^ princes 
onljr, but to the people, to the poor. The 
Christian's call is to all ; for all the blood of 
Christ was alike shed; to all their Master 
preached. S. Luke vii. 22, 23. 

Ztxt, 

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only. 
S. James i. 22. 
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Thursoat. Fourth Weekm 

EXFKCTATION OF THE MESSIAH. 

Read Deut. xxxiii. 12-17. 

I. There is a river, the streams whereqf shall make 
glad the city qf God, Ps. xlvi. 4. 

About this time the Virgin Mother was 
hourly looking for the birth or her Son and 
her iJord ; it might bring trials to herself, but 
it was for the salvation of men. In such a 
case how ought we earnestly to desire the 
welfare of the souls of others I 1 Cor, z. 24. 

II. £o, the winter is past; the fiwoers appear* 
Cant. ii. 11. 12. 

Christ, who was to come in human form, 
must needs be nursed up by an earthly mother. 
But I, too, may bear Him 'and tend Him 
spiritually, and spend my all in His service. 
S, Matt, xxvi. 6-13. 

III. So much the more, as ye see the day approach' 
ing, Heb. x. 25. 

So much the more should we seek to prepare 
our hearts for the love and service of our God. 
His service is freedom, yet it needs an earnest 
and a resolute mind ; am I prepared to sa- 
crifice all that He may be mine, and I His, at 
His coming? 2 Sam, xxiv. 24. 

Sext. 

I have chosen you, and ordained you, that 
ye should go, ana bring forth Jruit, S. John 
XV. 16. 
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Advent, Friday. 

■ 

THE BENSflT OF BEARING CHBIST WITHIN US. 

Read Ephes. iii. 14-2 L 

I. Christ in pou^ th^ hope of glory. Coloss. i. 27. 
The hope of glory, not yet fiiUy obtained ; 

they who bear His Cross, receive Him, follow 
Him, love Him, must expect their triaJs also. 
Yet without hope of eternal bliss are His 
commandments difficult ; love wiJl make that 
yoke easy; is it made so to me? S, JoJin 
xvi. 33. 

II. Me ye have not always, S. Matt. xxvi. 11. 
The Mother of our Lord had faithfully waited 

her time ; now it will be hers to tend her Lord 
in His human form, and provide for His 
bodily wants. We, too, have His poor always 
with us ; is He so in me that I for His sake 
serve them ? S. Matt, zxv. 40. 

III. In Me ye might have peace^ in the world tribu- 
lation, S. John xvi. 33. 

In Christ, both glory and peace; in our- 
selves, in the world, trials and diHiculties ; for 
these we must prepare ourselves, trusting in 
Him ; ever as His Blessed Mother for that 
sword which was to pass through her own 
soul. I must not be fearful or faint-hearted. 
Deut, XX, 8. 

ZfxU 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee, 
in whose Jieart are Thy ways* rs, Ixzziv. 5. 
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Satubdat. Fourth Week in Advent. 

jjj ^ 

THE JOUBNSY TO BETHLEHEM. 

Read S. Luke iL 1-5. 

I. There went out a decree fnmi Caaar, lb. 1. 

He was an earthly sovereign; in such we 
are bound to acknowledge the power which is 
from God ; the Mother of our Lord obeyed 
those who were over her ; do I humbly follow 
the same example? 8, Matt, xxii. 21 ; xxiii. 3. 

II. Joseph also went up^ 4r<;. to be tcueed, lb. 4, 5. 

God had decreed this humiliation also for 
His Son : subjection to a heathen king. How 
often have I hidden my faults under a sem- 
blance of virtue I here my Lord, under a sem- 
blance of necessity, hides His voluntary and 
deep self-abasement. How different 1 S, 
Matt. vi. 16, 17. 

III. He came unto Hit oum, and His own received 
Him not, S. John i. 11. 

The Lord of all ; yet no place for Him 
among His own ; yet even now do I open my 
heart to Him who am doubly His ? He stand- 
eth knocking ; Lord, open Thou my heart and 
come in. Rev, iii. 20. 

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 
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ON THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD. 

Head S. Luke ii. 1-7. 

L And to ii was; while they were there (he daye 
were aooompliahed, ^e. lb. 6. 

Where were they? think of the poverty, 
meanness, coldness, misery of the place. (2 
Cor. viii. 9.) Would we have Christ bora in 
us ? be we, then, lowly and poor, and all our 
passions cooled and emptied out. 

II. And she brottghi forth herfirstbam Son. lb. 7. 
With what humility, reverence, adoration, 

may we suppose her to have received this gift. 
How ought we to receive it ? it is for us uso ; 
think a£o of His infant tears ; He was like 
ourselves ; yet more ; and He wept for other 
causes ; for we would not follow Him. S, 
Luke xix. 41. 

III. Wrapped Him in swaddHng-clotheSy and laid 
Him in a manger. lb. 

Poor, and deprived of all earthly comfort 
from the womb; and yet we flee from that 
which He sought: no room for Him! (5. 
Matt. viii. 20.) Shall He not find a place in 
my soul, who made that soul a dwelling-place 
for Himself? 2 Cor. vi. 16 

Srxt 

The Word teas made fleshy and dwelt among 
u$. S. John i. 14. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. L 
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Dbcbmbee 26. 



THE MIND OF GOD, OF HIS B. MOTHER, AND OF THE 
ANOELS, AT THE BIRTH OP CHRIST. 

Read Heb. i., or Coloss. i. 9-20. 

I. This is My beloved Son, ^o. S. Mark ix. 7. 
Such was Christ to God ; yet He pave Hira 

up for thee, and all His merits with Him. 
Oh, if we would use these and apply them to 
ourselves, how rich we should be ! ( Coloss, i. 
26, 27.) And Christ gave Himself a sacrifice 
to the Father for me ; let me oflfer myself a 
sacrifice to Him. Horn, zii. 1. 

II. Mary kept all these things, and pondered, S[o* 
S. Luke ii. 19. 

Well might she cherish the continual re- 
membrance of God's mercy and favour. But 
it was to us also ; do I cherish it, ponder it, 
delight in it, use it for my everlasting good f 
Ps, Ixxix. 13. 

III. Let aU the angels cf God worship Him, 
Heb. i. 6. 

This was the will of God, and they rejoiced 
to do His pleasure, wondering, adoring, desir- 
ing (1 S, Pet. i. 12), to know more of the 
mystery. What obligations rest on us for 
whom this mystery was given ! 

To the Son he saith, Thy throne, O Ood, is 
for ever and ever, Heb. i. 8. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the Sunday after Christ- 
mas, see p. 23 ; or for St. Stephen's Day, those at pp. 99-27?. 
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December 27. 



THE BIRTH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCED TO THE 
SHEPHERDS. 

Read S. Luke ii. 8-20. 

I. And there were in the same country shepherds^ 

abiding in the fields ^c, lb. 8, 9. 
Christ reveals Himself to the simple and 
the humble ; to those that watch ; to those 
that keep guard over the flock (the talents, 
the passions, affections) entrusted to their 
keeping. Am I by His grace such ? Heb. ix. 
28 ; Tit. ii. 12-13. 

II. And the glory cf the Lord shone round alxnU 
them^ and they were sore afraid, lb. 9. 

The light and knowledge of God should in- 
spire godly fear and reverence ; how is this 
with us ? If there is but little reverence, is it 
not that there is but little light and knowledge 
of God ? Hab. iii. 3 ; S, Matt. vi. 22, 23. 

III. Behold^ I bring you good tidings of great joy^ 
4fc. lb. 10. 

The Angels thus rejoice in our welfare ; re- 
joice we in that of each other ; the joy is a 
Saviour, salvation, to us this day. (/«. xliii. 8 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 2.) Do I now accept Him? If not, 
whose is the fault? 2 Cor. iv. 8, 4. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him tliat bringeth good tidings^ iJiat 
publisheth peace. Is. Iii. 7. 

Or for St. John Evangelist's Day, p. 184. 
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Dbcbmbbb 28. 



THE BION OIYEN TO THE SHEPHEBDI, AKD THX 
▲NOELS' BONO. 

Read S. Luke ii. 12-18. 

I. Te shall find the babe wrapped in ewaddlififf'- 
ehthes, j-c. lb. 12. 

How humble the tokens of the Saviour of 
the world ! God reveals Himself and is to be 
found in small things (1 Kings zix. 11, 12), 
and must be sought in the contempt of all 
earthly greatness. 

II. And suddenly there was with the Angel a mul- 
Htude,4[c, lb. 13. 

The Son abased Himself; the Father gave 
Him more abundant honour. When we aban- 
don earthly consolations, God sends us heaven- 
ly ones. Do I desire such? 6^. John viii. 54. 

III. Glory to God in the highest ; and on earth peaee^ 
goodwill towards men, lb. 14. 

AH Glory is to God, not to us ; if we claim 
it, He will confound us with shame {Luke xiv. 
11): 2. Peace; the gift of God's compassion, 
the fruit of His goodwill towards us. What 
is my will towards Him, and towards my fel- 
low creatures ? la, Ivii. 19. 

Learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly, S. 
Matt. xi. 29. 



Or for Holy Innocents' Day, that at p. 76. 
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Decembeb 29. 



THE BHEFHE&DS EXHORT ONE ANOTHEB. TO VISIT 

THE SAVIOUR. 

Read S. Luke il 8-20. 

I. The Shepherds said {spake) one to another, 
lb. 15. 

They did not at once forget, but thought 
and conversed with each other of the things 
they had heard. So should all who fear G^ 
i^Mal, iii. 16), not choke the word with other 
thoughts, o. Matt, xiii. 22. 

II. Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, lb. 

It was not only recollecting and talking 
over these things, but at once proposing to act 
and move onwards. Such should be the fruits 
of all hearing and reading (jS. James i. 22) ; 
what is the fruit of mine 1 

III. {Let us) see this thing which has come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. lb. 

They wished also to experience and try and 
see what they had heard. So ought we to 
strive to do by those things which God speaks 
to our souls ; otherwise the end of God is 
frustrated, and our souls barren of fruit. 
PhU. iv. 8, 9. 

€txt 

They will go from strength to strength^ and 
unto the Goa of gods appeareth every one of 
them in Zion. Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. 

For thoughts suitable to the end of the year» see pp. 401-4. 
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Dbcbmbbb 30. 



THE SHEPHERDS COME TO THE STABLE OF THE LOBD. 

Read S. Luke u, 15-18. 

I. And they came with haste. lb. 16. 

Without actual command, for they earnestly 
desired to see the Lord. When thou hast 
resolved on any good thing, defer not, but 
hasten to accomplish it. Exod. zxii. 29; 
Eccles, V. 4. 

II. And {they) fmind Mary and Joseph, and the 
Bahe lying in a manger. lb. 

What must have been their joy ! so was 
their earnestness rewarded ; they believed, and 
found it as they were told ; hasten to the race 
which is set before thee. So shalt thou find 
Jesus. Prov. viii. 17. 

III. And when they had seen it, they made known 
abroad, ^o. lb. 17. 

The beginning of knowledge is to hearken 
to the word of God; by experience is this 
knowledge made sure ; the end is to impart to 
others that which God has given to ourselves. 
(1 S. John i. 1-3.) Where do I begin? where 
end? 

Seek ye the Lord whilst He may be found, caU 
\te upon Him while He is near. Is. Iv. 6. 



Dbcember 31. 



THE RETURN OF THE SHEPHERDS FROM THE 
MANOER OF THE LORD. 

Read S. Luke ii. 15-20. 

I. Mary kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart, lb. 19. 

This is an example of meditation for our 
instruction ; keeping the things of God : 
keeping all ; pondering them. So also shoula 
we diligently reflect on such things, lest we 
let them slip. Heh, ii. 1. 

II. The Shepherds returned glor\fy%ng and praising 
God, lb. 20. 

They returned from converse with Christ, 
full of holy aifections, which they bore with 
them to their several callings. Would we carry 
with us in our duties the love of Christ ? First, 
then, have communion with Him. Acts iv. 
13 ; Exod, xxxiv. 29-36. 

III. For all the things that they had heard and seen, 
lb. 

In all things they glorified God. If we 
would but attend to the calls of His providence, 
there is nothing for which, and in which, we 
may not give Him glory. (1 8, Pet, iv. 
10, 11.) Is this really my first object ? 

If a man keep My saying, he shaJl never see 
death, S. John viii. 51. 

36 



C|)e Cixcutadfiion (Jan. !)• 



Read Gen. zvii. 10 ; or S. Luke ii. 21 ; 
Bom. ii. 25-29. 

I. And when eight daps were aeoomplUhed for thg 
oireumcising of the child, S. Luke ii. 21. 

Christ was sinlessi and therefore not subject 
to the law ; yet He submitted to it, though 
bitter. We transgress the law too often wheo 
light, and avoid it when difficult. Is this an 
imitation of Christ ? 2 Cor. v. 21 ; £ph. ii. 15. 

II. Thy law w wUhin my heart. Ps. xl. 10. 

The Mother of our Lord knew that He was 
not bound to such a rite ; but she knew the 
will of God, and gave not way to earthly af- 
fection. Is our will thwarted ? will our neieh* 
hour be offended, or a relation grieved ? what 
is the will of God ? which shall I follow? 
Acta iv. 19. 

III. How am I straitened till it be acoomplished, 
S. Luke xii. 50. 

Consider also the suffering of our Lord : He 
who was God foresaw, foreknew it; yet He 
went cheerfully to it. How do I fdl short of 
Jesus ; when I foresee danger or pain, how do 
I seek to flee from it ! S. Mait. xvi. 24. 

Lord^ why cannot I foUow Thee? S. John 
xiii. 87. 
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January 2. 



THE REASONS FOE THE CIRCUMCISION. 

Read Rom. ill. 19-31. 

I. A Man of sorrowt and acquainted toUh griif. 

Is. liii. 3. 

By the Circumcision of our Lord, the reality 
of His human body was shewn ; that He had 
truly taken our nature, and was subject to our 

Eains. Be not contented with appearances, 
ut seek the living reality of holiness, and 
adore God manifest in the flesh. S, Luke 
xxiv. 39. 

II. T%is is My covenant, which ye shaJl keep. 
Gen. xvii. 10. 

Our Lord thus declared Himself a Son of 
Abraham, to whom this law was given ; neither 
shame nor pain deterred Him ; neither should 
it restrain me from following earnestly my 
vocation. 8, Matt, x. 38. 

III. With lovingkindness have I drawn thee. Jer. 
xxxi. 3. 

He wished to shew thus early His love for 
us ; to suffer for another is the truest mark of 
love. Do I readily, willingly, cheerfully take 
up the cross in myself? for Him ? for others ? 

1 Pet. iv. L 

ZtxU 

If we suffer f we ihaU aUo reign with Him, 

2 Tim. ii. 12. 
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Januabt 3. 



THB VIKTUE8 SHEWN BY OUB LOEO IN THE 
CIRCUMCISION. 

Read Heb. xii. 1-6. 

I. Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience 
Heb. V. 8. 

1. Obedience. He was not obliged, yet 
He obeyed; sbewing His willingness to be 
subject to the whole law, however severe. 
Why, then, do we shrink even from the lighter 
yoke of a Christian life, of which also the gain 
would be all ours. P«. i. 2 ; 1 Kings xii. 4. 

II. He made Him to he sin for tu. 2 Cor. v. 21. 

2. Humility. Our Lord put Himself under 
the imputation of sin and defilement ; yet He 
knew no sin, nor was His nature corrupt. 
Compare thyself with Him ; thou, a sinner, 
wouldst be thought righteous ; learn to bear 
all true and even false censures. 8. Luke 
xxiii. 41. 

III. Christ also hath loved us and hath given 
Himself for us. Eph. v. 2. 

8. Charity. For us He hastened to suffer 
and bear an infant's wounds. He sought not 
glory or comfort, but shame and sorrow, and 
so early! (Jer, ix. 23, 24.) How late, how 
coldly, how feebly have I loved Thee, O Lord 1 

Be subject one to another, and be dothed 
loith humility, 1 Pet. v. 6. 

88 



January 4. 



OF THK GIVING OF THE NAME OF JESUS. 

ig^odPhil. ii. 5-11. 

I. His name teas called Jesus. S. Luke ii 21. 

Named "Jesus" in the hour of the Circum- 
cision ; when He abased Himself and received 
the token of a sinner, God exalted Him, and 
gave Him that glorious name. We are called 
followers of Jesus ; be we also followers of 
His humility. VhXl, ii. 2. 

II. He called His name Jesus, S. Matt. i. 25. 

Again think of the rite of Circumcision. 
The name of Jesus was sealed with blood ; we 
call ourselves followers of Jesus ; am I willing 
to be mortified and suffer with Him ? have I 
been so hitherto ? S. Luke xiv. 26. 

III. His name was called Jesus, S. Luke u. 21. 

Once more: in the Circumcision He was 
pledged to obey and keep the whole law. We 
are called followers of Jesus ; are we, with 
Him, followers of all the ordinances of God, 
and of the Christian rule, and of Christ 7 (S. 
Mark iii. 85.) Examine thyself, consider. 

There is none other name under heaven, 
given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
Acts iv. 12. 
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• Janitabt 5. 



THE REASONS FOa THE NAME OF JESUS, AND THB 
OBLIGATIONS IT IMPOSED ON US. 

Read Acts ziii. 23-41. 

I. For He shall gave His people from their sins* 
S. Matt. i. 21. 

Therefore He is called Josus — Saviour ; 
Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour. (Acts v. 31.) If we follow Hira, 
where is our zeal for the souls of others? the 
name of a Christian without the spirit is but 
dead. Dan, xii. 3 ; S, James v. 20. 

II. Let every one that nameth the name of Cfhriai 
depart from iniquity. 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

We, who call Him Lord and Master, who 
bow our heads at His holy name, are especially 
bound in His name to depart from all sin, to 
deny ourselves all ungodliness of thought, 
woixl, and work. How is this with me? S. 
Matt. xi. 20-24. Consider, Ads iii. 16. 

III. Whatsoever ye do, S[c., do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks. Col. iii. 17. 

Jesus and His glory must be the beginning, 
the continuance, tne ending of all our thoughts, 
and words, and works. This only, and no- 
thing else, should I seek. 2 Thess, i. 11, 12. 

EtxU 

Who shaU not fear Thee, O Lordy and glo- 
rify Thy Name I Rev. xv. 4. 
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V^t epijp^ms (Jan. 6). 

OF THE CALL OF THE WISE MEN. 

Read S. Matt ii. 1-12. 

I. Now tehen Jesus was bomj j[c, there eatne toise 

fnenfrom the East. lb. I. 

At the same time Christ was declared to 
the Jews by an Angel, to the Gentiles by a 
star. Acknowledge the goodness of God, who 
will have none shut out, though unwilling and 
undeserving ; think of thine own former years, 
how He has sought and followed thee. How 
great has been my neglect ! 2 S. Pet, iii. 9. 

II. The people that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light. Is. ix. 2. 

What a miserable state, Gentile darkness; 
what a miserable state, the darkness of a soul 
that as yet knows not God. Such was thine 
till God called thee. Think of this ; loathe 
it ; give thanks for His grace. Rom. ix. 24. 

III. We have seen His star. S. Matt ii. 2. 

The wise men were employed in watching 
stars ; by a star God called them : so He 
mercifully uses the means open to each of us 
for our call. See, then, 1, the necessity of 
His grace to arouse us ; 2, learn to consider 
the condition of others ; 3, raise thy mind 
from created things to God Himself. Bom. 
i. 19,20; Ps. x'lx. 1. 

T/ie Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
lights and thy God thy glory. Is. Ix. 19. 
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January 7. 



THE WISE MEN OBEY THEIB CALL. 

Read Gen. xii. 1-5 ; 2 Pet. i. 1-11. 

I. We have seen His star in the East, S. Matt ii. 2. 

Many others probably had seen the star, 
but these only followed it. How many warn- 
ings and inspirations has God sent to me ! 
how few have I followed I He continually 
calls ; why do not I obey 7 S, Matt. xx. 16. 

II. We have seen . . . and are come. lb. 

God gave them the privilege of seeing ; He 
gave them also grace, and they used it aright. 
That grace is in vain which we use not ; each 
may be the last. How have I used it ? 2 Cor, 
vi. 1, 2. 

III. We are come to worship Him, lb. 

They delayed not to come ; the example of 
some, the ridicule, it may be, of others, the 
anxiety of friends, hindered not them ; what 
earthly tie hinders my course? Let me no 
longer delay. (5. John xii. 35.) What was 
their object ? The worship of Jesus I Is not 
this mine? 



Give diligence to make your calling and elec- 
tion sure. 2 Pet. i. 10. 
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Januaby 8. 



THE DEPA&TUBE OF THE WISE MEN FBOM THEIB 

COUNTBY. 

Read Heb. xi. 8-16. 

I. The soul of the people was much discouraged be- 

cause of the way. Numb. xxi. 4. 

Such were the fears of the Israelites of old ; 
such are the fears of many Christians now. 
It was not so with these holy men. Yet to all 
who walk in the narrow way there are trials. 
Gird, then, up thyself, when fainthearted, Omy 
soul, and be of good courage. S, John xvi. 83. 

II. He went outy not knowing whither he went. 
Heb. xi. 8. 

God had called them, so they went forth ; 
not knowing where He would lead them, 
they committed themselves to Him. Do I 
trust Him for the future, only desirous to 
know and to follow in His way ? Well may 
I do so. Phil. i. 6. 

III. They seek a country, ... a better, lb. 14. 
Yes, their desires were heavenward, like 

the Patriarchs of old. Yet how few oppor- 
tunities had they; and I, how many! And 
yet how cold my desires of seeing and finding 
Christ. Now help me, O my Lord, to seek in 
earnest, and to find Thee, jer, 1. 4, 6. 

®rxt. 
Ohy Bend out Thy light and Thy truth, that 
they may lead me, ana bring me unto Thy hokf 
hiu, and to Thy dwelling. Ps. xliii. 8. 
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Januabt 9. 



THB WISE MSN ENTER JEBOBALEM. 

Head S. Matt. ii. 1-4 ; Cant iiL 1-4. 

I. Where is He 1 lb. 2. 

Had they, then, lost the star, and began to 
seek guidance of men ? — or why 7 Was God 
proving their constancy ? So even from EQs 
chosen people He withdraws sensible conso- 
lations, to see if they will still seek Him. 
Prove, then, thyself. Ps. civ. 29. 

II. He who is horn King of the Jews, lb. 

And this in the very city of the tyrant^ the 
jealous Herod. What a spirit of fearlessness 1 
a lively faith and ardent desire drive away 
all fears. Do I follow in such a spirit those 
things which are for the glory of God? 8, 
Matt. X. 28. 

III. When Herod had heard these things, he woe 
trottbled, and all Jerusalem with him, lb. 3. 

It requires but little to disturb and trouble 
the earthly minded : to such there is no peace. 
Would I be filled with peace, and free from 
such tumult of mind ? Let me lay aside all 
love of the world, all earthly affectjons. la, 
xlviii. 22 ; Jer, xxx. 6. 

Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there 
ia none upon earth that I desire in comparison 
of Thee. Ps. Ixxiii. 24. 
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January 10. 



HBBOD*B INQUXBY WHERE CHBI8T SHOULD BE BORN. 

Read Ezek. xiv. 1-8. 

L When he had gathered all the chief priesta and 
soribet together, j-o. S. Matt, ii 4. 

So God's providence orders all things to 
iirork His own purpose; and Herod is the 
means of makins known to the wise men 
the birthplace of the Lord. He uses even 
unworthy ministers for the good of those who 
love Him. PhU, i. 18 ; JEzek. xxxiv. 7, &c. 

II. He demanded qf them where ChrUt should he 
bom, lb. 

He appeared an anxious inquirer — in his 
heart, an enemy of the truth and of Christ. 
Have I never clothed an evil passion under 
the semblance of virtue (e.g, anger^ as zeal)? 
S. Matt, xxiii. 27, 28. 

III. And they aaid , , . In Bethlehem. lb. 5. 

They taught the truth in words ; they had 
no savmg knowledge of it. They shewed the 
way to Him ; they sought not Him in it. 
What have I heard, and known, and said, 
which tends to Him ? How far have I acted 
on it? Bom. ii. 17-25. 

If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them. 8. Jphn xiii. 17. 
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Janitary 11. 



HEROD'S TRANSACTION WITH TBB WISE MEN. 

Read Pb. iL 

I. When Herod liad privily called the wise men, he 

inquired, j^o. S. Matt. ii. 9. 

Although this inqairy was hypocritical, and 
for an evil end, I may well compare the dili- 
gence of Herod for it with ray own slothfulness 
m the search for heavenly things. S* Luke 
xvi. 8 ; 5. John vi. 27. 

II. Go and search diligently . . . and when ye have 
found him, bring me word, lb. 8. 

So, having determined on evil himself, he 
tries to engage others in helping on his wicked 
plans. So, if we be not aware, shall we go 
from depth to depth of evil. Prov, xvii. 14. 

III. That I may come and worship Him also, lb. 

Or, that I may kill Him. This is the truth. 
There is not room for Herod and Christ. Nor 
can there be a place for the kingdom of Christ 
in my heart, with self-love and earthly affec- 
tions : these works of the evil one must be 
destroyed. 1 Cor, v. 7 ; IS. John iii. 8. 

Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lymg Up$, 
and from a deceitful tovigue, Ps. cxz. 2. 
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Javuabt 12. 



TH£Y OSPA&T FBDM JEBUSALEM TO BETHLEHEM. 

Read Gen. xix. 17-26. 

I. When they had heard the hingy they departed, 
S. Matt ii. 9. 

They did no more in the ^eat city than 
was needful to find Christ; men they went 
on their way. But how many cares and dis- 
tractions have I allowed to draw me aside 
from the narrow path. S* Mark iv. 19. 

II. And loy the star . . . went before them, lb. 
While the guiding star was withdrawn, 

they still persevered in inquiry ; God re- 
warded their earnestness. In all spiritual 
dejections and clouds, still seek Him in pa- 
tience : He will return in due time, bringing 
consolation. Is, 1. 10. 

III. TiU it came and stood over where the ywtng 
Child was, lb. 

It brought them at length to Jesus, whom 
they sought ; but it was to one lowly, hum- 
ble, poor. Where do my objects in life 
lead me ? To vanity and self-exaltation ? — 
they are of Satan ; to a poor, and humble, 
and lowly spirit?— they are of God, and will 
bring me to God. Rev, xxii. 16. 

ZtxX, 

In the broad way I wiU seek Him whom my 
soul loveth. Cant. iii. 2. 
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ifixfiX dunlfa^ after Sp^f^an^. 

OF THE ADOBATIOK OF THE WISE HEN. 

Read Is. xlix. 1-7. 

I. Af^ when they were come into the house, they saw 
the young Child with Mary His mother, S. Matt. 
ii. 11. 

They did not despise the poverty nor the 
meanness which they saw ; but oy divine 
teaching, they knew the infant to be God. 
God made Himself vile for me; £ shall not 
find Him amidst wealth or honours. S» James 
j ii. 1-5. 

I II. And fell down. lb. 

{ Not only as a sign of respect to Him, but in 

i token of their own nothingness in the sight of 

I God. The knowledge of God and His pre- 

sence ! What reverence of Him, what con- 
I tempt of ourselves, should it produce in us ! 

, 1 Kings xix. 13. 

' III. And worshipped Him, lb. 

Like them, give thanks for His redemption 
I of the world, and for His call of thyself; like 

' them, offer thyself in lowliness to His service. 

I Ps, cxvi. 16, 16. 

Ztxi, 

Whoso offereth Me tlianks and praise, he 
Jwnoureth Me, Ps. 1. 23. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 79. 
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First Week after Epiphany, Mondat. 

OF THE GIFTS OFFERED BT THE VISE MEN. 

Read Pb. IxxiL 

I, And when {Key had opened their treasures^ thep 

{offered) unto Him, S. Matt. ii. 11. 

Thus shewing their faith by their works. 
Not coming empty, but bringing the best of 
all they had. For gold, let us bring love ; for 
incense, a devoted heart ; for myrrh, a self- 
mortified spirit. 1 Chron. xxix. 9. 

II. They presented urUo Him gifts, lb. 

Consider why such gifts were acceptable to 
God : not because they were costly, but being 
the fruits of a lively faith, piety, humility, 
submission. If we would offer acceptably to 
God, it is not the quantity but the spirit that 
He esteems. Pa, li. 16, 17. 

IJ J. Gold, franlnneense, and myrrh, lb. 

Remember that God, who forgets not our 
labours of love, repays our offerings with bet- 
ter gifts. For our gold, increase of faith, hope, 
and charity; for our incense, the spirit of 
prayer; for our myrrh. His incorruptible grace. 
Our offerings are but vile, His gifts inestimable. 
S. Matt, xiii. 8-12. 

Sext 

Promise unto the Lord your Ood, and keep 
it ; bring presents unto Him that ought to be 
feared, Ps. Ixxvi. 11. 
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TuBSDAT. Firtt Week after 

OF THB BBTUBN OF THB WISB MSB INTO THBIB OWB 

COUMTBT. 

Read Deut. xvii. 8-20. 

I. Atulfbei^g warned qfGod in a dream. Matt. ii. 12. 

While in doubt, God thus directed them, 
probably in answer to their prayers. In all 
trials and doubts seek Him, and He will di- 
rect thee. Exod, xxiii. 20. 

II. That (hey should not return to Herod. lb. 

An earthly governor had bidden one course, 
God directs another. All earthly claims must 
be set aside when God speaks either by His 
word or by His providence. Acts xvi. 6-12. 

III. They departed into their oum country another 

way, lb. 

It has been thought that, while inquiring in 
Jerusalem, they lost sight of the star : they fol- 
lowed it again, and found Christ. Now they 
follow His inspiration. So we best avoid sin, 
when we refrain from that in which we have 
been once tempted. Ps, cxix. 101 ; Jer, ii. 19. 

Thine ears shall hear a word behind ihee^ 
saying^ This is the waVy walk ye in ity when ye 
turn to the right hand and when ye turn to the 
left. Is. XXX. 21. 
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Epiphany. Wbonbsdat. 

FBOM THE INFANCY OF CHRIST LSABM OOMTOIFT OF 

THE WORLD. 

Read S. John xy. 18-20. 

I. Love not the world, 1 John ii. 15. 

Such is the teaching of our Lord's example. 
He is bom secretly in the night, without pomp, 
unknown, except to humble shepherds. Do 
we seek great things or men ? Let us learn to 
love retirement and simplicity. Jer. xlv. 5. 

IL The world, lb. 

We are not told that any visited Christ 
either from Jerusalem or Bethlehem, though 
the wise men were directed thither by them. 
Are we content to be so despised and neglected 
of the world 7 Is, liii. 3. 

III. Nor the things that are in the world, lb. 

The wise men offered gold to Christ He 
might then have fared better, and gained pub- 
lic notice, yet was content to be without human 
consolations or attentions. Is not this des- 
pising the world ? Do we so despise it, or seek 
It? S, James iy, 4, 

Be not conformed to this world, Rom. xii. 2. 
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Thursday. First Week after 

LEARN HUMILITY FROM THE INFANCY OF CHRIST. 

Read PhiUp. ii. 1-13. 

I. Learn of me; for I am meek and lowhf. S. Matt 

zl29. 

Thus our Lord speaks to us, even from the 
manger; He bids us humble ourselves with 
Him ; He, the Infinite, become like the weakest 
infant. And dare I be proud who am but vile 
earth? Lam, i. 11, 12. 

II. Can there any good thing eome out qf NoMta- 
rethl S. John i. 46. 

In His birth, the majesty, goodness, divinity 
of our Lord, and all His perfections, were 
hidden from human eyes. Learn hence to 
refrain from all boasting, and conceal rather 
than publish our virtues. Prov. zii. 23. 

III. Is not this the earpenter^s son f S. Matt, 
zui. 55. 

All that our Lord chose was mean ; a poor 
maid for His mother; a mechanic for His 
stepfather ; a stable for His dwelling ; a man- 

fer for His cradle. Do I deserve, do I seek 
etter things? think of Him, and be lowly. 
S. Matt, X, 24. 

It 18 enough for the disciple that lie be cu hia 
master, S. Matt. z. 25. 

62 



Epiphany, Fbidat. 

LEABM A SPI&rr OF POVERTY AND CONTENTEDNE8S 
FROM THE INFANCY OF CHRIST. 

Read S. James li. 1-7. 

I. For your sake* He became poor, 2 Cor. viiL 9. 

He, the Lord of all, who gives to all abund- 
antly, had nothing beyond the meanest ne- 
cessaries. Respect, then, the poor ; He sought 
poverty on earth ; let mo seek riches in hea- 
ven. S* Luke ii. 24 ; Levit, xii. 8. 

II. The Son of man had not where to lay Sis head. 
S. Matt. yiii. 20. 

He not only had no more than He needed, 
but scarcely so much. How do we conduct 
ourselves when we have not all our desires? 
let me learn contentment of Him. S. John 
iv.6-11. 

III. No room for them in the inn. S. Luke iL 7. 

The place, the time, the animals in the 
stable of our Lord, all might tend to bring 
Him discomfort. Consider this and be satis- 
fied, and bear all which God's providence 
gives ; the more He was vile for us, the more 
let Him be dear to me. 1 S. John iv. 19. 

I know thy tporksf and tribulation, and 
poverty ; but thou art rich. Rev. ii. 9. 
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SATuaDAT. First Week after Epiphany. 

LEA&N OBEDIENCE FROM THE INFANCY OF CHRIST. 

Bead Col. iii. 12-23. 

I. He humbled Hinueif and became obedient, 

PhiLiLS. 

The first act of Christ was obedience ; bom 
while soing upon a journey required by law 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem ; He, the King 
of kings, thus obeying even an earthly gover- 
nor. Consider the act of obedience always, 
rather than the person ; all authority is of 
God. JRam. xiiL 1^ 2, 4. 

II. He learned obedience by the things which He 
euffered, Heb. v. 8. 

Even in thin^ painful it is a duty to obey; 
our Lord submitted to poverty, want, trial, 
pain. Our will should m all things consent 
to {Rom. xii. 2) the Divine will, and, for His 
sake, to that of all who are set over us in Him. 

III. He wastubject unto them. S. Luke iL 61. 

Christ obeyed His earthly parents; think 
of their happmess in such a Son. Make those 
whom God hath set over thee happy also in 
following His example ; a willing obedience 
is a great part of it. PhU. ii. 7. 

My Sony obey My voice. Gen. xxyii. 8. 
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decontf duntra^ after ^ipf^ano. 

LEABN FEOH THE INFANT JE8U8, PATIENCE. 

Read Heb. zii. 1-13. 

I. Thhikesi thou that I cannot now pray to My 
Father. S. Matt xxvi. 53. 

Christ might have taken a nature free from 
sufiering, but He would not ; He could have 
freed Himself from sufFerinff and its effects, 
but He would rather bear it. That which 
pleased Him, shall we not welcome when He 
sends it. S, Lake xxiv. 36. 

II* They brought Him to Jerusalem, S. Luke ii. 22. 

Think of the inconveniences of His journey 
in childhood, cold, exposure, hunger, His al- 
ready wounded body. He, the good Physi- 
cian, thus suffered for the sick. Shall not I 
suffer for His sake? Acts v. 41. 

III. I find no fault in Him, S. John xiz. 4, 

The sufferings of all His life were borne by 
Him faultless. To suffer, though innocent, 
and willingly, is the patience of saints. Such 
was the patience of Jesus, King of saints. 
Such should be mine. 2 Tim, ii. 12. 

Let patience have her perfect work; that ye 
may be perfect and entire^ wanting nothing. 
S. James i. 4. 



For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 237* 

66 



Monday. Second Week after 

LEABN FEOM THE INFANT JE8UB, THE LOVE OF GOD 
AND OUR NEIGHBOUR. 

Read S. Matt. zix. 16-21 ; xxii. 35-40 (compare 
Deut. vi. 5 ; Levit. xix. 18). 

I. Thou ahaU love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, S. Matt. xxii. 37. 

The proof of love is in what we do for Him 
whom we love. Love to God is shewn by 
zeal for His glory. Christ bore all the sor- 
rows of infancy for the glory of the Father. 
Do I seek in all things to promote it. Tit, i. 16. 

II. Be likeminded one toward another. Bom. xv. 5. 

The love of Christ was shewn towards us 
also. For us men and for our salvation He 
was born and suffered. Learn to love thy 
neighbour, so as to promote his salvation, and 
be united in His work. Rom. xy. 1-6. 

III. Thou ahaJt love thp neighbour as thyself. S. 
Matt. xxii. 39. 

Christ bore all our sorrows, infirmities, sad- 
ness. He bore the punishment due to our 
sins — a penalty which we could not pay. 
And shall not I bear with my neighbour, feel 
for him^ and sorrow with him 7 J^. liii. L 

€txU 

Meceive ye one another^ as Christ also re^ 
ccived uSf to the glory of God, Rom. xv. 7. 
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Epiphany, Tuesday, 

LEARN FROM THE INFANT JESUS, WHAT IS 
A HOLY LOVE OF OURSELVES. 

Read S. John iv, 5-15. 

I. / seek not mine own glory. S. John viiL 60. 

The true love of ourselves is to desire that 
only which is really and eternally for our good 
and the glory of God ; no't that which we 
desire for the moment. Christ sought not His 
own but His Father's glory. S, John vi, 27. 

II. My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me* 
S. John iv. 34. 

The desire of Jesus for Himself was for the 
fulfilment of the Divine will in Him. He al- 
ways did those things which pleased God. 
Would that this were our rule. How few at- 
tempt to follow it ! Do I ? S, John viii. 29. 

III. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God. 1 Cor. XV. 50. 

Our Lord for this cause accepted humilia- 
tion, poverty, contempt, suffering. If we would 
follow Him, we too must root out all evil pas- 
sions and desires, according to the will of God : 
mortifying the flesh and its affections. 1 Pet. 
iv. 1, 2. 

If any man defile the temple of Gody him 
shall God destroy ; for the temple of God is 
holy J which tempts ye are. 1 Cor. iii* 17. 
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WxDKESDAT. Second Week after 

THE JOUBNEY WITH CHRIST FOR THE PURIFICATION. 

Read Pa. xlv. 10-17. 

I. And when the daps qfher purgation were ao^ 
ecmpliahed. S. Luke ii. 22L 

According to the letter of the law the Vir- 
gin Mother has been thought exempt from 
this law. But she followed Him who needed 
not circumcision, yet was circumcised. So 
for the glory of God should I do and suffer 
willingly all things. Ps, xliv. 22. 

II. I^t not your pood be evil spoken qf. Rom. xiy. 
16. 

Had she neglected this rite, she would have 
been reputed unclean. Yet God knew her 
purity, and she could have taken comfort in 
His judgment. (1 Cor. iv. 3, 4.) Yet I too 
often, when accused by God and my conscience, 
desire to appear before men what I am not. 

III. / will go forth in the strength qf the Lord, 
Ps. Ixxi. 14. 

Think once more of the place they left — its 
poverty and trials. Yet it had been happy. 
So was their journey, though weary, for Jesus 
was with them. Where He is there is neither 
solitude nor want. 5. John viii. 16. 

'Bear ye one another's burdens^ and so fulfil 
the law of Christ. Gal. vi. 2. 
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Epiphany. Thubsoat. 

OF THE BITE OF PrEIFICATTON. 

Read Levit. xii. 

I. It beeometh us to fulfil all righteoutness, S. 
Matt. iiL 15. 

It was generally enjoined, whatever might 
haye been her exemption. The spirit of real 
obedience was to do that which appeared to be 
required. If all things are lawful, all are not 
expedient. Do I forego, for the love of God^ 
things inexpedient ? 1 Cor, yi. 12. 

II. Learn qf me ; for I am meek and lowly. S. 

Matt. xi. 29. 

The following the example of Christ, who 
nad been circumcised, was another incentive 
to a willing obedience. Such should be our 
motive at all times. In doing so we cannot 
do wrong, or take real harm. 1 S. Pet, iii. 18. 

III. Submit pourselvet to every ordinance qf man. 
1 S. Pet ii. 13. 

Advancement in the way of purity and god- 
liness is another motive for using all ap- 
pointed ordinances. Whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given. (5. Matt. xiii. 12.) And much 
I need the use of these for the purification of 
my heart. 

€txU 

Be ye followers of me, even as I am qf 
Clirist. 1 Cor. xi. 1. 
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Friday. Second Week after 

REASONS FOR THE PURIFICATION. 

Read Rom. xiv. or Tit. ii. 11-14. 

I. Provide things honest in the sight qf all meru 

Bom. xii. 17* 

By it all scandal was taken away, and the 
reproach which might have fallen on the work 
of God. What is worse than to bring reproach 
on our faith by negligence or an inconsistent 
liberty ? 1 Cor. viii. 9. 

II. Seekest thou great tftingsfor thyself^ seek them 
not. Jer. xlv. 5. 

By it the Mother of our Lord took her place 
among other women, conforming like them to 
things lawful and right. The spirit of seeking 
and claiming exemptions or singular favours 
is to be repressed. Seek to live nobly the life 
of ordinary, simple men, and we shaU have 
enough to do. Rom, xii. 16. 

III. Thou hast loved righteousnessy and hated inr 
iquity, Ps. xlv. 8. 

An ungrudging spirit of willing conformity 
to the mind of God is accepted of Him. We 
cannot fulfil all His will, or serve Him enough. 
To grudge Him service because the letter does 
not require it, is not the mind of a Christian. 
Oh, if He were to repay my unprofitableness! 
S. Matt. XXV. 16-30. 

Follow after the things which make for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify 
another, Rom. xiv. 19. 
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Epiphany. Satuhdat. 

WHAT VIRT0E8 THE BLESSED VIRfilN PARTICULARLY 
EXHIBITEO IN HER PURIFICATION. 

Read S. Mark zii. 41-44. (S. Luke xxi.) 

I. Before honour is humility, Prov. xy. 33. 

The spirit of obedience and purity have been 
already n^ntioned. There was also deep hu- 
mility. Sne desired not to seem better than 
others, but to be what God would have her to 
be. Take care rather to become than to ap- 
pear to be holy. 1 John iii. 18. 

II. Sffie of her penury. S. Luke xxi. 4. 

There was also a spirit of poverty in her 
gift. From the offerings of the wise men 
a larger gift might have been made. But her 
Lord had made Himself her poor son, and 
should she seek for a place among the wealthy ? 
How do I act in such matters ? 2 Car, viii. 
1,2. 

III. With goodtoiU doing service as to the Lard, 
Eph. vi. 7. 

Her devotion to the service of God we may 
make our example. In it she followed Christ. 
In it I should do well to follow her. Offering 
myself, and all that I have, to His holy ser- 
vice. Heb. ziii. 16, 16. 

Not as pleasina men, but God, which trieth 
our hearts. 1 Tness. ii. 4. 
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Cf^trH dttntKa^ after ®ptpl)an^. 

WBT CHRIST WISHED TO BB PRB8BNTBD DC THB 

TBMPLB. 

Read Heb. x. 1-9. 

I. They brought Him to Jerusalem^ to presefU Htm 
to the Lord, S. Luke ii. 22. 

The Author of the Law desires Himself to 
fulfil in deed, what in word He had enjoined ; 
not those who call only on Him, but those who 
obey are blessed. It is not in words but in 
deeds that true religion consists. S. McUt. 
vii. 21. 

II. Made smjor us who knew no sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
Again ; He came to set an example of hu- 
mility, and subjected Himself, as if a sinner, 
to the law. How often do we turn the praises 
of God to our own glory ; has He not said His 
glory He will not give to another? S, John 
viii. 54. 

III. He loved me, and gave Himself for "i^- G&I* 
ii. 20. 

Christ would be ours by a double title ; first 
given to us of the Father, now bought again 
m His presentation for us. Do I seek in every 
way how I also may be His ? yet every crea- 
ture, every moment, bids me be so. 1 Cor* 
iii. 21-23. 

Ztxt, 

Leaving us an example^ thai ye should foUow 
Mis steps, 1 S. Pet. ii. 21. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 291. 
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Third Week after Epiphany. Monday. 

TBS ICOTBBK OT OUB LORD PRB8BNT8 HBR SON, 
THB SON PRB8BNT8 RIM8BLF TO THB FATHBR, 

Read 1 Sam. L 21-28. 

I. By Him ht ta ojfer »acr\fice. . . . Heb. ziii 15. 

This presentation of Christ is a tyx)e of what 
Christian offerings should be ; the mother 
came to be purified ; she presented Christ to 
the Father ; no service is accepted of God ex- 
cept I offer it with and by and through Christ. 
1 S. Pet. ii. 6. 

II. He offered up Himself. Heb. vii. 27. 

Think again how Christ, for the glory of 
God and the souls of men, was willing to be 
presented, and to present Himself. Let us 
seek the same zeal that He had for the glory 
of the Father, and stir it up within us. Is. 
xlii. 11, 12. 

III. My beloved Son^ in whom I am toeil pleased. 
S. Matt. ilL 17. 

Once more ; think how grateful must this 
have been to God ; Christ the only, the be- 
loved Son, presented to Him ; the one oblap- 
tion alone found well pleasing to Him, and 
that for thee ! Heb. ix. 8-12. 

By Him let us offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God continually. Heb. xiii. 15. 
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Tuesday. Third Week after 

OP THB CHARACTEB OF THE AGED 8IHB0N, ANB 
THE MBBTINO WITH HIM. 

Read S. Luke ii. 25-35. 

I. The same man was just and devout. lb. 25. 

The fear of God is the best disposition for 
receiving Christ into the soul. A holy and 
devout mind, continually waiting on Grod, is 
ever desirous and ready to receive Him, Have 
I such a disposition ? Phil. i. 21. 

II. WaiHnff for the Cfmsolation of Israel. lb. 

Notwithstanding so many ages had passed, 
patriarchs and prophets had expected but not 
seen Him. Still, this servant of God waited 
for Him who was his only consolation. What 
should be my faith, now He has really come ? 
Heb. xi. 13. 

III. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost, that he should not see deaths before thai 
he had seen the Lord*s Christ* lb. 26. 

Such was the reward of his constancy, a 
certain hope of seeing Christ ! Such is the 
hope of all who are pure in heart. Such may 
be mine. (£>. Matt, v. 8.) Do I look and 
wait for his coming again. Heb. iz. 28. 

Now, Lord, what wait Iforl my hope is in 
Thee. Ps. xxxix. 7. 
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Epiphany, Wednesday. 

BDfEON TAKES CHRIST IN HIS ARMS. 

Read agahi S. Luke ii 28 (compare S. Mark 

X. 13-16). 

I. And he came by the Spirit into the Temple. S. 

Luke ii. 27* 

Following this Divine guidance, he found 
Christ. What if he had delayed ? How im- 
portant to attend to the motions of the Spirit 
of God ! each one may be the last vouchsafed 
to me. 2 Cor, vi. 2. 

II. 7%en took he Him up in his arms, lb. 28. 

The promise was, that he should see Christ ; 
but God granted him more. (1 Tim, i. 14.) 
Such is the mercy of God 1 Yet we, in return, 
vow much, and pay little. Has it not been so 
with me ? 

III. And blessed God and saidy jfc. lb. 

Consider the heavenly-mindedness of this 
aged saint. Having Christ, he had all, and 
now desired to die, and be for ever with God ; 
no more to see, or know, or embrace the 
creature, who had been permitted thus to 
embrace his Lord. Ps, Ixxiii. 25. 

Blessed are the pure in heart :for they shall 
see Qod. S. Matt. v. 8. 
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Thubbdat. Third Week afier 

SIMEON PBOPHE8IE8 OF CHBI8T. 

Read S. Luke ii. {ampare 2 Cor. ii. 14-16). 

I. This Child it aetfw the fall . . . of many. lb. 34. 

The Saviour set for the fall of sinners! 
Yes; but of those who, knowing Him, in 
works deny Him, abuse His grace, and follow 
not their holy calling. If thou hast been such^ 
repent. Tit, i. 16, 16. 

II. And (for the) rising again <^many, lb. 

For many — yes, of all, if they will. For 
God willeth not {Ezek. xxxiii. 11) the death 
of a sinner ; nay, He desires our salvation 
more ardently than we. Seek, then, to rise 
from death to lite in Him. 

III. And for a sign which shall be spoken against, 
lb. 

The whole of the life of Christ, and the 
course of the lives of men, proves this too 
true. He ever has endured {Heb. xii. 3) the 
contradiction of sinners against Himself. Has 
He not endured mine? Henceforth may He 
be the object of my desires, and the pattern of 
my life. 

Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
brohen ; but on xohomsoever it sltaUfaU, it will 
grind him to powder, S. Matt. xxi. 44. 
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Epiphany. Friday 

HE PaOPHBfllEB TO THE MOTHER OF OUR LORD. 

Read sHll ai before {compare Ezra ix.). 

I. A sword shaJl pierce ihrough thy own soul also, 
S. Luke ii. 35. 

So God mingles together things bitter and 
sweet for His people. The being Mother to 
Christ had its sorrows : the more she loved 
Him, the greater her sorrow in His. Do I 
shew my love to Him, by sorrow for my own 
sins and those of others ? Ps, cxiz. Ido. 

II. Jomi heirs with Christy \f so be that we suffer 
with Him, Bom. viiL 17. 

Christ had ever before His mind the fore- 
knowledge of His passion, so she was conformec 
to His image by tne knowledge of her coming 
trials. Do I desire to be like Him ? let me 
embrace and share His cross. Rom, viii. 29. 

III. There stood by the cross of Jesus Hie Mother. 
S. John xix. 25. 

In some measure this prophecy was true 
at the moment of the Circumcision ; much 
more at the hour of our Lord's Passion. Such 
a sword ought to pass through my soul, in 
memory of those sins of mine for which He 
suffered. If I repent not I Bom, ii. 6. 

Cext. 

Ye shall be sorrowful, hut your sorrow shall 
be turned into joy, S. John xvi. 20. 
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Saturday. Third Week after Epiphany. 

THE COMING IN OF THE PROPHETEfiS ANNA. 

Read S. Luke ii. 36-38. 

I. She departed not from the temple, lb. 37. 

Such was her perseverance in holy things. 
The crown is only for those who persevere. 
Do I seek the crown? Why, then, promise 
80 much, and perform so little ? Heh, x. 38. 

II. But served God . . . night and day. lb. 

Hers was not a half service : in fasting, in 
watching, in prayer. Such was a life in which 
to find and to know God. If we would see 
Him, we too must be pure of heart (S. Matt. 
V. 8), and crucified to the world. Bom. viii. 
13. 

III. She coming in that instant. lb. 38. 

God makes opportunities for His people. 
It is their gain to use them at once, lest they 
lose them. He draws as by a cord ; one 
thing hangs on another. Iff neglect one, I 
may lose all. S, Luke xix. 42» 

^ext. 

This is life eternal, that they might knoio 
Thee, tlie only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
wham Thou hast sent. S. John xvii. 3. 
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dTourti) dunDa^ aftir <i[Bptp|)an^. 



OF THE WOBD8 AND AFFECTIONS OF ANNA THE 

PEOPHETE88. 

Read S. Luke ii. 36-38. 

I. She coming in ^fc, gave thanks, lb. 38. 

The prophetess saw, under the veil of 
human flesh, the true God. Do we likewise 
acknowledge Him, unseen yet present, in His 
Church, His sacraments, His poor ? If so, 
why do we serve Him so little? 2 5. Pet, i. 8, 

II. Oave thaiiks unto the Lord^ and tpake qf Him 
to all, S[c, lb. 

Anna blessed and glorified God — for what? 
For His mercies, for His humiliation, for His 
salvation. Had I the same love, should not I 
also give thanks, and speak of Him ? S. Matt, 
xii. 84. 

III. To all who looked for redemption in Jerusalem^ 

She spake then of the Messias, the long« 
expected, to all — to all who waited for Him. 
To all, to the meanest of His faitbftil followers, 
should we speak of Him, as brethren, and 
join our praises with theirs. Is, xxv. 9. 

Thou art my Gody and I wiU praise Thee ; 
Thou art my God, I wHl exalt Thee. Ps. 
cxviii. 28. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 251. 



Monday. Fourth Week after 

CHRIST IB REDEEMED ACCORDING TO LAW WITU 

FIVE SHEKELS. 

Read S. Luke iL 27, 3d (Levit xxvii. 1-18). 

L To do for Him according to the law, lb. 27. 

Part of the law, of which every tittle (S. 
Matt, y. 18) was to be fulfilled, was the re- 
demption of those presented to God. Hig 
poor parents bought Jesus again, as it were, 
to bring Him up for God — ay, and for us 

rr sinners. Do we who are parents do so 
Him by our children 7 

II. Mp Son, give me Thine heart, Prov. zxiii. 26. 

He was bought back, as it were, of God, 
who desired again to mak^ Him ours, by 
every new title {Rom, viii. 32). What can I 
give for Him ? My heart, my affections, 
myself to God. 

III. Buy , • . tpithotU money and without price. 
Is. Iv. 1. 

Or, again : the ^ve shekels are, as it were, 
nothing ; infinitely small a price for an in- 
finite God. How much do I expend on 
vanity ! how little on God t 1 Chron, xxix. 3. 

ZtxU 

He vms despised, and we esteemed Him Tiot, 
Is. liii. 8« 
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Epiphany. Tubbday. 

HEROD 18 WBOTH. 

Read S. Matt. iL 16-18« 

I. When Herod saw that, j;0. lb. 16. 

Herod thought that he saw ; but he did not. 
He accused the Wise Men in his own mind, 
whereas they were led (la. Iv. 8, 9) by the 
counsel of God. How orten have I not dealt 
so with others ? 

II. He w(u mocked, lb. 

It was Herod himself (2 Tim. Hi. 18) that 
had deceived the Wise Men, pretending that 
he wished to worship Jesus. What we are 
ourselves, we too often suppose others to be. 
If I do not desire others to think so of me, 
why think so of them 7 

III. He was eweeding wroth. lb. 

So he proceeded (rom sin to sin, and con- 
ceived at last murder in his heart. If we once 
give way to our evil passions, they will have 
me mastery. How often have I done so I 
what evils have I suffered from it! Rotn, 
vi. 16. 

The wrath of man warketh not the righi&- 
ousness of Goo. S. Jas. i. 20. 
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Wednbsday. Fourth Week after 

THE PUEFOSE OF GOD TO WITHDRAW CH&I8T FROM 
THE BEACH OF HEROD. 

Read S. Matt. ii. 13-15. . 

I. Shall we receive good at the hand cf Ood^ and 

shall we not receive evil? Job ii. 10. 

Whom God loveth, He chasteneth (Is, liy. 
7, 8)h— even His own Son. The life of Christ 
was in danger : He is protected, yet by what 
toil and difficulty. How do I receive such 
providences ? Do I munnur, or no ? 

II. Endure hoj-dness as a good soldier of Jestu 
Christ. 2 Tim. ii. 3. 

Christ was sent, not to the country of the 
Wise Men, who had Him in honour, but to 
Egyptians — ^heathen barbarians, enemies. Are 
we content with such dispensations ; or do we 
seek honour, esteem, &c.? Ps, xxxvii. 23. 

III. In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord 
in the midst of the land qf Egypt, Is. xix. 19. 

God, as it were, forgot the conduct of the 
Egyptians of old, and sent His Son as an emblem 
of peace and reconciliation. He had punished, 
now He encourages them. So let me receive 
His warnings, and still have hope. Heb, xii. 6. 

Our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, workethfor us afar more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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Epiphany, Thursday. 

JOSEPH IS WABNED BY THE ANGEL TO FLEE INTO 

EGYPT. 

Bead EzocL xzxiii. 12-16. 

I. And the Angel qf the Lord appeared to Joseph, 

. . . saying. Arise, ^c. S. Matt. ii. 

In a dream ; at night ; while all were still 
in slumher. We must loose the cords of our 
tent at the bidding of God. Who shall go 
with us ? It is enough if Jesus be there. Coh 
111. 11. 

II. Be thou there until I bring thee word, lb. 

God does not reveal aD His purposes ; He 
bids us wait His time. Submit thyself, and 
therein is true peace. Is my peace such? 
2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 

III. When he arose, he took the young Child and 
His Mother, lb. 14. 

Here is a true example of obedience. Sub- 
jection 6f the judgment ; readiness of will ; 
promptness to obey ; leaving all to follow the 
will of God. Is my mind l&e theirs ? Heb. 
xi. 8. 

Ztxt, 

Commit thy way unto tlie Lord, andpitt thy 
trust in Him, Ps. xxxvii. 6. 
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Friday. Fourth Week after 

OF THE ACTUAL FLIOHT INTO EOTPT. 

Read S. Matt. ii. 13-15. 

I. / will go forth in the strength of the Lord God» 

Ps. Ixxi. U. 

In all thi? toilsome journey there was one 
only consolation, ''This is for the sake of 
Jesus!" Such a thought makes even bitter 
things sweet. Blessed are they that suffer 
for him. Acta v. 41. 

II. When we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God. Kom. V. 10. 

Christ came to die for sinners, even for 
Herod ; yet Herod sought His life. Oh, be- 
ware lest I crucify Him afresh by sin, who 
died for me I Heb. vi. 6, 

III. A man of sorrows and acquainted with gri^. 
Is. liii. 3. 

In all this, Christ bore human discomforts 
and afflictions, gladly, willingly, for our sakes. 
What do I bear for Him ? 1 Cot; xiii. 7. 

Zext 

If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him, 
2 Tim. ii. 12. 
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Epiphany, Said sd at. 

OF OUK LOKD'B sojourn IN EGYPT. 

Read Pb. cxx* 

I. How shall we sing the Lord*» song in a strange 
land. Pa. cxxxvii. 4. 

Our Blessed Lord, as God, knew all things ; 
He knew that He was dwelling in a heathen 
nation, enemies of God and of His people. 
Do I feel the misery of such a sojourn ? have 
I an earnest zeal K)r God when among un- 
godly people ? Ps. cxix. 63, 136. 

II. He was despised. Is. liii. 8. 

If He was poor among His own people, 
how much more so in a strange land I there 
without honour, for they knew Him not. Do 
I know Him? If I do, do I love Him, 
esteem Him, and sorrow for those who know 
Him not? S, Matt, xiii. 17. 

III. Jesus wept. S. John xi. 35. 

He must have known and felt for the pri- 
vations of His parents, and the sorrows of 
the childless mothers who were slain for Him. 
Do I feel for those who are in need, and for 
all who suffer in any way for me ? S, John 
xi. 33. 

Sext 

/ beheld the transgressorSy and was grieved 
because they heep not Thy word, Ps. cxix. 158. 
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dFtttfi J^untfag after (Cp^l^an^. 

THE MUEDER OF THE INNOCEMTfl. 

Read S. Matt. ii. 16-18 (Jer. xxxi. 15). 

I. Then Herod . . . sentforth^ and slew all the ohil- 
dren that were in Bethlehem. lb. 16. 

Such was the end of Herod's ambitioD. 
Try to remember all thine own falls caused 
by some one small beginning. Besist passion 
early^ lest it gain the dominion. Ps, xix, 13. 

II. And in all the coasts thereof, from two pears 
old and under, lb. 

Thus Herod used every necessary means, 
and more than was needful, to accomplish his 
wicked object. Oh, were I but half as cau- 
tious in avoiding evil, as the sons of wicked- 
ness are in committing it ! S, Luke xvi. 8. 

III. Every purpose qf the Lord shaU be performed, 
Jer. 11. 29. 

All the counsels of God are infinite and 
wise ; even the actions of evil men are made 
to work his glory. By this cruel act the 
coming of the Messiah was but the more made 
known. These little ones were eternally saved. 
Is, Ivii. 1. 

These were redeemed fr(m among men, being 
the first fndts unto God and the Lamb. Rev. 
xiv. 4. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 308. 
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Fifth Week after Epiphany, Monday. 

JOSEPH 18 BIDDEN TO RETURN. 

Read lb. 19-23. 

I. BtU when Herod was dead. lb. 19. 

Eyen while Christ was an infant, by whose 
death he hoped to establish his own kingdom. 
In time, God visits the sins of the wicked upon 
them : take heed how thou temptest Him. 
1 Thess. V. 3. 

II. An Angel qfthe Lerd appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, lb. 

No sooner is the fit hour come, than God 
makes it known to His servant. How well 
may I trust in Him who careth for me ! Thee 
will I praise, my Lord, my God, my Guide. 
1 S. Pet. V. 7. 

III. Arise^ take the young Child and His Mother^ 
and go into the land of Israel. lb. 20. 

He leaves the whole land to his choice : all 
the land of promise is the home of the chil- 
dren of God. If we would know more, we 
must inquire of Him who loves to be inquired 
of. lUzeh, xxxvi. 85, 37. 

S^rxt. 

Thau shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and 
after tliat receive me (into) glory, Ps. Ixziii. 
24. 
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Tuesday. Fifth Week after 

OF TBB RETURN FBOH EGYPT. 

Read lb. 

I. And he arose, and took the young Child, 8[e. lb. 

21. 

E(j[aally ready to go and to return, at the 
bidding of God ; to go into, or to remain in, 
trials. What is my spirit? Am I quick to 
excuse myself? slow, to obey? &c. 1 S, Pet, 
V. 6. 

II. When he heard thai Archelatu did reign, ^e,, he 
was afraid, lb. 22. 

There was nothing really to fear ; nor did 
they fear for themselves, but for the child 
Jesus. Make my affections, O Lord, such, 
that I may fear only the loss of Thee. P«. 
Ixxiii. 25 ; xxii. 11. 

III. He came and dwelt in a citg called Nazareth, 
lb. 23. 

He chose tfie humbler place ; not the royal 
city, but the despised Nazareth. By so much 
the more I may exalt Him as I abase myself. 
{S, Luke xiv. 10.) Saints and Angels bow 
before Him. (7?cr. v. 8; vii. 11.) Bow down 
thyself^ my soul I 

Lol I come, -to do thy wUl, O Ood, Heh. 
X. 7. 
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Epiphany. Weonbbdat. 

CHRIST GOING UP TO JEBUSALEM WITH HIS PARENTS. 

Read S. Luke ii. 40-42. 

I. His parenit went to Jerusalem every year, 

lb. 41. 

Such was their pious cuetom : it was, for 
Joseph, according to the law. Can we doubt 
the blessing that followed? Can I doubt how 
far better it had been with me, had I perse- 
vered in uniform obedience to my holy voca- 
tion. S. Matt. xxiv. 13 ; Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. 

II. His parents, lb. 

The Jaw required this only of males ; but 
the blessed Mother went also. God was 
honoured, and her soul pro.fited. That soul 
thrives badly who aims at no more than the 
letter of the law. Is my aim more ? is it as 
much ? S. Matt, xxv, 25. 

III. In the midst of the congregation will I praise 
Thee. Ps. xxii. 22. 

Christ, the holy Child, went also. Oh, 
that blessed company ! Happy they who thus 
walked with Jesus. Happy, too, may I be, 
and full of all consolation, if He is with me, 
and I walk with Him. Ps. Ixxxix. 15. 

Q^ext. 

/ tmH give thanks unto the Lord^ with 
my whole heart, secretly among the faithful, 
and in the congregation. Ps. cxi. 1. 
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Thubsdat. Fifth Week after 

OF THEIR aOINO UP TO THE TEMPLE. 

ReadJK 

I. WTten He was twelve years old. lb. 42. 

At the age at which the understanding and 
judgment begin to manifest themselves. He 
shewed that His first care was for the service 
and glory of God. Oh, that from our youth 
upwards we and ours had so served Him. 
Eccles, xii. 1 ; Pe, xxv. 7. 

II. They went up to Jertualem after the custom of 
thefeasU lb. 

And His parents with Him. But Archelaus, 
of whom Joseph had been afraid, was still on 
the throne ! J3ut now he fears not ; duty and 
the honour of God are to be considered. Am 
I courageous for Him ? do I rely on His safe* 
guard ? Acte iv. 19. 

III. Present your bodies a living seusrijice. Bom. 
xii. 1. 

So did they. Let me accompany them in 
spirit ; observe and imitate their humility, 
reverence, gratitude, fervour; and compare 
with it my own habit of body, soul, and 
spirit ; see where I lack, and mend my ways. 
1 These, v. 23. 

^ext. 

The Lai'd hveth the gates of Zion. Ps. 
Izxzvil. 1. 
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Epiphany, Friday. 

THE CHILD JESUS TARBIE8 IN TH£ TEMPLK. 

Bead S. Luke ii. 43, &c. (Ps. cxxii) 

I. When they hadfulfiiled the days, as they returned^. 
lb. 

They were not satisfied to go up merely, 
but they remained till the whole feast was 
passed. Let it be our desire to oifer to God a 
whole, not a mutilated service. 1 Sam, xv. 
18-23. 

II. The C^UdJents tarried behind in Jerusalem, lb. 

So well was He affected to all that belonged 
to God ; His desire was to the house of His 
Father ; this He preferred to all company and 
all places. Is my heart there with Him ? Ps. 
xxvi. 8. 

III. And Joseph and His Mother knew not of it, 
lb. 

Yet He knew the sorrow it would give them, 
but He heeded not this ; His work was for 
God. If I find the ways of those about me are 
not towards Him (and how often they are 
impediments to His service), do I follow them 
or Him ? S, Luke xiv. 26. 

He that loveth father or mother more than 
Me, is not worthy of Me, S. Matt. x. 37. 
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Satueday. Fifth Week after Epiphany, 

HIS PARENT8 SEEK THEIB LOST SON. 

Read lb. 44, 45. (Cant, iii.) 

I. They, supposing Him to have been in the com- 
pany, went a day's journey. lb. 44. 

It would seem strange that they could bear 
separation from the Holy Child ; but He was 
in favour with God and man. They may have 
borne it willingly for the sake of the comfort 
and edification to others. And this is charity, 
Rom, ix. 3. 

II. And sought Him among their kinsfolk and ao- 
quaintance. lb. 

They sought Him diligently, but found Him 
not. Jesus is not to be found amid earthly 
ties and affections ; these distract rather than 
draw the soul. Where do I seek Him ? Job 
zxiii. 8-10. 

III. And when they found Him not, they turned 
hack again to Jerusalem. lb. 45. 

Still they sought Him, but now with a bet- 
ter hope, for they turned towards Jerusalem. 
So when God hides His face, it is that I may 
seek Him again in His heavenly home, in Je- 
rusalem, the city of peace. Lam. iii. 25 ; Is. 
liv. 7, 8. 

Thou didst hide Thyfcuie i and I was trow- 
hied. Ps. XXX. 7. 
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^if^ duxCtias after £ptp||an$, 

CHRIBT SITTING AMONG THE DOCTO&8. 

Read lb. 46, 47. (1 Sam. iil) 

I. They found Him in the temple, lb. 

It is Dot said that they sought Him elsewhere 
in Jerusalem ; there, in the temple, they knew 
His heart was; not in the streets and dis- 
tractions of worldly life. Where do I seek 
for rest in trouble? amongst men, or in 
prayer? Cant. iii. 1, 2. 

II. Sitting in the midst qfthe doctors, both hearing 
them and asking them questions, lb. 

Who is wise enough, when Jesus sits among 
the doctors? True wisdom is to ask that we 
may learn, to hear that we may practise. Let 
us not despise the teachers appointed of God. 
Prov. i. 8 ; S. Matt, xxiii. 2, 3. 

III. Ali that heard Him were astonished at His 
understanding and answers. lb. 47. 

His words were truth, and light, and life ; 
they were astonished at them. We have them 
all, and more than they heard ; how coldly 
have I received them 1 how little acted on 
them I Ps. cxix. 130. 

How sweet are Thy words unto my taste, 
Ps. cxix. 103. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 400, &c. 
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Monday. Sixth Week after 

HIS mother's words on finding him. 
Read lb. 48. (Ts. cxxvi.) 

I. Son, tohy hast Thou thus dealt with us 7 lb. 

She was unable to restrain herself, and 
shewed before all men her grief, acknowledg- 
ing her love of Him. God pleads with us, and 
in His mercy permits us to plead with Him. 
S, Matt. xii. 34. (Job xl. ; Gen. xviii.) 

II. Thy father OTid L lb. 

She spoke her own heart's desire ; yet first 
mentioned Joseph ; a pattern at once of hu- 
mility and love. Here is a test for me. Who 
do I put first? Others or myself; not in word 
only, but in thought? Mom. xii. 10. 

III. Have sought Thee sorrowing. lb. 

Their sorrow led them to seek Him whom 
they loved. It is not enough to sorrow for 
the loss of the presence of Christ ; I must seek 
Him anew with all diligence ; He may with- 
draw to teach us to seek Him, and enhance 
our joy in finding Him. Ps. Ixix. 32. 

My Gody my God, why hast tlivu forsaken 
me. Ps. xxii. 1. 
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Epiphany. Txtbsd a t . 

THE ANSWER OF CHRIST TO HIS MOTHER. 

Read lb. 49, 60. (Neh. vi. 1-4.) 

L How is it that ye eought me f lb. 49. 

They needed not to seek Him as if He knew 
not what to do ; His counsels and wisdom are 
infinite. To these should we submit, even 
when for a while He withdraws Himself; the 
day of comfort will return. Rom. ix. 20, 

II. Wist ye not that I must be about My Fathers 
business 9 lb. 

They knew, or ought to have known, what 
His care was to do His heavenly Father's 
will ; for this all, father, mother, every thing 
dear on earth must be left. Do I so fulfil my 
vocation? S, John vi. 38. 

III. And they understood not the saying, lb. 50. 

Not even to her was all made known at 
first ; as we grow in grace, so also in know- 
ledge and understanding of divine mysteries ; 
yet they questioned not His saying. Do I so 
receive His providences, even when I under- 
stand them not ? S. John vii. 17. 

The zeal of thine home hath eaten Me up. 
6. John ii. 17. 
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Wednesday. Siwth Week after 

THE GOING DOWN FROM THE TEMPLE. 

Read lb. 51. (Ruth i. 15-18.) 

I. And He went down with them, lb. 

Uis whole life was comiDg down; from 
heaven to earth, from the mount to toil and 
sorrow, from the cross to the grave. In all 
things a pattern of self-abasement. 8, James 
i. 9, 10. 

II. And came to Nazareth, lb. 

To a place despised of many, the lowly 
dwelling of His poor mother and lier husband. 
Let me not seek the place or the company of 
the great of this world. Bom, xii. 16. 

III. And was subject unto them, lb. 

In all things ; God subject to the creatures 
of His hand. Let me try and picture to my- 
self His life, and from it learn the greatest 
honour is to be found in the lowest offices of 
charity and love. Do I delight in or avoid 
such ? S. John xiii. 14, 16. 

ZtxU 
All of you be subject one to another. 1 Pet. 

T.6. 
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JSp^hany, Thursday. 

H18 IMCOEASE IN WISDOM, STATURE, AND FAYOUB. 

Read lb. 52. (Gen. xxxiz. 1-6.) 

I. Jesug increased m stcUure. lb. 

He might like Adam have assumed a nature 
of full ag@ ; but He would pass through every 
period of life to bear the more tor us ; for this 
only he supported His body. For His service 
only should I nourish mine, following Him. 
1 Car. X. SI. 

II. Inufiadim. lb. 

Yet was He all wisdom from all eternity ; 
but He grew in all grace in the sight of men. 
I hat^e grown in years ; have I grown in 
grace I 1 heive learnt human wisdom ; have I 
learnt diviie 7 CoL ii. 3 ; 1 Car* i. 20. 

III. In/avwr vfUh God and man. lb. 

So our blessed Lord united the glory and 
good pleasure of God with the instruction 
and edification of man. Have I sought only 
to please man ? this is vanity. Have I forgot- 
ten my neighbour? it is the better following 
of Jesus to edify him while I glorify Go£ 
8. Matt. V. 16. 

ZtxU 

In Him was Ufe, and the life was the light 
qfmen. S. John i. 4. 
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Friday. Sixth Week after 

THE LIFE OF CHRIST UNTIL HIS THIRTIETH YEAR. 

Read Is. liii. 1-4. 

I. Mp meat is to do the will ofllim that tent Afe^ 

and to finish His work. S. John iy. 34 

That work was to bear our sins, to procure 
our salvation. On this we may believe He 
thought, counting up the sins of all men, 
seeing them beforehand, sorrowing over them, 
interceding. Oh, that I might henceforth be a 
joy, not a sorrow to Him 1 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20. 

II. He whom thou hvest is sick. S. John xi. 3. 
Our Lord did not shut Himself up aeainst 

human ties and affections ; those who knew 
Him, knew His tenderness and sympathy. 
Such ought to be ours. Our intercourse with 
others should be for their comfort or profit. 
What is mine ? MaL iii. 16, 17. 

III. Is not this the earpentet^s soni S. Maii, xiii. 55. 

He who was subject to His parents, doubt- 
less laboured with and for them. He willingly 
put Himself under the law made, not for Him, 
but for us. (Oen, iii. 19.) Not restless to 
teach others ; waiting His Father^s time. 
How do I employ my talents, my time? 
1 Cor, iv. 12; Mam, xii. 11. 

^rjct. 

Consider Him that endured such contradic* 
tion of sinners against Himself. Heb. xii. 3. 
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Epiphany. Saturday. 

WHAT LESSONS WE UAY LEARN FROM THE YOUTH 

OF CHRIST. 

Recul Gen. xzii. 1-10. 

I. 7%y Father J which seeih in secret^ jfo. S. Matt, 
vi. 6. 

1. Learn humility. His divinity, wisdom, 
miraculous powers, were all concealed for 
many years : He lived in Nazareth almost 
unknown. Do I keep from, or press into 
observation ? Prov. xv. 33 ; 15. Pet. v. 6. 

II. My iSSon, keep Thy Father's eommandmentt, 
Prov. vi. 20. 

2. Learn obedience. Towards God, whose 
work and business He would be engaged in. 
Towards man^ for He sat learning of the 
doctors, and was subject to His parents. 
Do I shew diligence in my calling, readiness 
of will in all good things 7 Rom. v. 19. 

III. In pour patience possess ye your souls. S. 
Luke zzi. 19. 

3. Learn patience. He lived many years 
in poverty and comparative want : it was 
pleasing to God. But how distasteful is it to 
men I "how they shrink from it ! Do not I ? 
Yet patience and contentment is real gain. 
1 Tim. vi. 6. 

ZtxX. 
Learn ofMe^ for I am meek and Umly in 
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls, 
S. Matt. zi. 29. 
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i^eptttaseiitma duntfap* 

THE DECREE OF THE HOLY TRINITY THAT CHBT8T 

SHOULD DIE. 

Read Ps. Ixxxy. 

I. They are altogether become abominable. Ps. 
xiv. 4. 

Man had sinned : shall he perish ? The 
justice of God is offended, because man has 
despised God and His commaRd, notwith- 
standing he had a nature capable of obedience, 
and the warning of the ffldlen angels. Ps, 
Izxzlx. 14. 

II. Mercy and truth have met together, Ps. Ixxxv. 
10. 

Yet the mercy of God pleads the infirmity 
and misery of man ; the exhibition of the love 
and goodness of God in the pardon of man. 
In this plea join with all thy soul. Ps, li. 1. 

III. // %8 ewpetUent that one man should die /or the 
people, S. John xi. 50. 

Such was the merciful decree of the Most 
High. How good for the glory of God ! how 
good for our saWation I What do I not owe 
to God! How much can I love, how much 
can I serve Him 1 Jer, iii. 13. 

SText. 

Thus it behoved Christ to suffer, S. Luke 
xxiv. 46. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 881. 
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Septuagesima. Monday. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE PHARIBEEfi AGAINST CHBI8T. 

Bead S. John xi. 45-57. 

I. TTien gathered {thep) a counoiL lb. 47. 

Who ? The enemies of Christ, against the 
loving Benefactor of men. If thou wouldst 
then have been indignant against their coun- 
cil, be wrathful now against thyself, whose 
evil passions have rebelled against Him. 
2 Sam. xii. 7-13. 

II. T%is man doeth many imracJee. lb. 

"This man" they call Him, despising Him, 
though they acknowledge His power. Oh, 
how often have I in mv heart acknowledged 
and known His will, but in my words and 
deeds made light of it I Make me, O Lord, 
now to love and serve thee only. Detit, 
xi. 13, &c. 

III. // is expedient thai one man should die. lb. 50. 

And thus the Just One is condemned in 
secret, unheard, unaccused, unconvicted. So 
do evil men. Yet God, who bringeth good 
out of evil, had so ordered His own decrees^ 
that they did but work His will. Learn this^ 
and be wise. Prav. xvi. 33. 

Srxt 

An things worh together for good to them 
tliat love 6od, Rom. viii. 28. 
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Tuesday. Septuagesima. 

THE BUFFER IN BETHANY SIX DAYS BEFO&E THE 

FASSOVEIl. 

Read S. John xii. 1-8. 

I. 7%ere they made Him a supper^ arid Martha 
served. lb. 2. 

This was in the house of another person 
where Martha was serving. There is no place 
or time where we may not serve Him. Dost 
thou love Him ? This is the proof of it, that 
every where, and at all times, we seek occa- 
sion to serve Him. 2 Cor, v. 14, 15. 

II. TTien tooh Mary a pound of ointment^ very eostly^ 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, lb. 3. 

She had once done so, on her conversion 
and forgiveness; now again, a thanksgiving 
for her brother's life. At the feet of Jesus is 
the place for us to lie in humility and love. 
There bring the real offerings, not of outward 
works only, but the affections of the heart. 
Ps, xxix. 1, 2. 

III. And the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment, lb. 

We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ 
(2 Cor. ii. 16) ; to our neighbour, by edifica- 
tion and good example. Are we such in our 
homes, in the Church, before all men? or, 
by bad habits and example, is our savour to 
be abhorred 7 

€txt 

Her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for 
she loved much, S. Luke vii. 47. 
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Septuagesimcu Wsdnbsday, 

THE DISCIPLES HIT&MUa AGAINST MAGDALENE. 

Read,^. Matt. xxvi. 6-13. 

I. When His disciples saw it, they had indignation, 
lb. 8. 

They did not understand ber motive. We 
see only the outside ; God sees the heart* 
Yet we impute evil motives to others. How 
often have I done so, when I could impute 
good ones ! S, Matt, xi. 18, 19. 

II. Then saith one of His diseiplest Judas IsearioL 
S. John xii. 4. 

S. Matthew and S. Mark speak of others 
murmuring also. So often does the discon- 
tented and evil mind of one draw others along 
with it. Take care neither to be^in nor to 
follow others who begin an evil spirit of dis- 
content. Numb, zvi. 

III. This ointment might have been sold for much^ 
and given to the poor, S. Matt. xxvi. 9. 

So with hypocrisy he made a cloak for his 
covetousness. How often have I excused 
anger, by zeal ; undue familiarity, by love ; 
attachment to the creature, bjr a fruitful con- 
versation ! &c. But God IS not mocked. 
1 Pet. ii. 16, 16. 

Charity — tMnketh no eviL 1 Cor. xiii. 5. 
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Thursday. Septuagenma, 

CHRIST DEFENDS MARY MAGDALENE. 

Rettd S. Luke vii. 39, Ac. (S. Mark xiv.) 

I. Jestu said^ Why trouble ye the woman 1 ^e. S. 
Matt. xxvi. 10. 

Our Lord ever defends the persecuted and 
helpless. Here He defends her aorainst Judas ; 
at another time, against the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees {S. iJuke vii.) ; and once more, 
against the woridly-mindedness of Martha. 
Are we pained by the accusations of others^ 
our consolation is in Him. Is. xli. 10, IL 

IL Ye have the poor always with you, lb. 11. 

Our Lord did not defend Magdalene by 
exposing Judas. Nor should we defend our* 
selves by betraying the fault of another. ( Gen, 
iii. 12, 13.) He praised her for doing before- 
hand, what could not be done afterwards. Am 
I as ready and early in my service as she ? 

III. Wheresoever this Gospel shaJl be preached . , • 
this , . . shall be told for a memorial of her. lb. 13. 

Mary had not answered Judas, but left her 
cause with Christ. He gave her the praises of 
the faithful to all generations. ** The humble 
shall be exalted." How do I receive an un- 
just reproach ? Ps, xxxix. 1 ; 1 Pet, ii. 23. 

The poor committeth himself unto T1tee,for 
Thau art the helper of the friendless, (C. P. 
B. V.) Ps. X. 16. 
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Sepiuagesima, Friday. 

GOING DP TO JEflDSALEM CHRIST FORETELS 
HIS PASSION. 

Iie€ui S. Mark x. 32-34. (S. Matt xx. ; 

S. Luke xviii.) 

I. Jesus went before thenij and they were amazed. 

lb. 32. 

They were surprised to see their Master in 
haste. To what was He hasting ? to honour ? 
No : to the cross. To what do I hasten most 7 
To worldly profit, or the following of Christ, 
and those wno follow Him 7 Acts xx, 16, 22. 

II. The Son qfman shall be delivered^ j*o. lb. 33. 

Again He foretels His passion, loving to 
think and speak of it for love of us, as an 
encouragement to them. Do we suffer 7 let 
us suffer with a good will, remembering that 
Jesus is with us. Acts xx. 22-24. 

III. They understood none of these things, S.Luke 
xviii. 34. 

For they looked for an earthly kingdom 
and glory ; they had not yet learned Christ. 
If we think but little of Him, it is because we 
yet cleave to earthly things. But why do I 
so 7 the disciple is not above the master. 
S. Matt, X, 24k. 

The natural man receiveth not the things oj 
the Spirit of God. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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Saturday. Septuagesima. 

ouA lord's preparing for the solemn going 

(JP to JERUSALEM. 

Read S. Matt. xxi. 1-7. (S. Mark xi. ; S. Luke xix.) 

I, And Jesus 1 ^c. took the twelve disciples apart, 
S. Matt. XX. 17. 

Our Lord knew the plot of the Jews, jret 
He went openly, of his own free will ; giving 
one more opportunity to acknowledge Him 
as Messiah. God gives to all grace (^ph, iv. 
7) ; all do not use it. Do 1 ? 

n. Oo ye into the village and . . ye shall find^ ^o, 
• . . sayy The Lord hcUh need, S. Matt. xxi. 2. 

He shews His Godhead by knowing things 
unseen : and He sees and knows thee, (Prov. 
XV. 3.) He is Lord. When He calls on me to 
subdue a passion, to restrain a desire, do I do 
so ? Think on these words, " The Lord hath 
need of it ;" give it up for His sake. 

III. The disciples went and did as Jesus com- 
manded, lb. 6. 

They asked no question, but immediately 
obeyea. The owner of the animals heard 
" The Lord hath need," and he let them go. 
So desirous were they to please God. Is my 
will ready to accomplish his inward sugges- 
tions ? 1 S. John iii. 21, 22. 

ZtxU 

The Lord hath need of them, S. Matt. xxi. 8. 
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THE TRIUMPHAL ENT&YOF CHBI8T INTO JERUSALEM. 

Read S. Matt. xxi. 7-11 (S. Mark ; S. Luke). 

I. They put on them their clothes^ and they set 
Him thereon. lb. 

Who could have stirred up such praises for 
one 60 Jowly and humble, except God, who 
moves the hearts of all? He only can make 
me rightly esteem that which is truly good, 
above all, Christ Himself. Ps, xxix., ex. 

II. T?iey criedy eayxng^ Hosanna^ ^o, lb. 9. 

The three great proofs of devotion were 
given by these people : the love of the heart ; 
the praises of the mouth ; the works of their 
hands. Do, then, my own words and works 
come forth of a pure and loving and believing 
heart? Bom, x. 10. 

III. Behold^ thy King oometh unto thee. lb. 5. 
Imagine thyself bidden to meet Him. To 

ine He comes, for atonement, redemption, 
sanctification, salvation ; to me, miserable 
and vilel See that thou open to Him the 
gates of thy heart, that the King of glory 
may come in. Zech. ix. ; xiv. 6. 

€txt, 
Seholdf I stand at the door and knock ^ if 
any man hear My voice and open the door, I 
tew. come in. Rev. iii. 20. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 801. 
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Monday. Sexagesima, 

THE ENVIOUB WORDS OF THE PHARISEES. 

Read S. John xii. 16-19. (S. Luke xix. 37-40.) 

I. Perceive $fe how ye prevail noihinff 7 lb. 19. 

Witli all their malice^ they were obliged to 
confess their own nothingness. If others envy 
thee, they can do nothing without the will of 
God ; if others obtain praise, see thou envy 
them not. Ps, zliz. 16. 

II. 77ie Pharisees said. Master^ rebuke Thy disci- 
ples, S. Luke xix. 39. 

They seek their evil end through the hu- 
mility of Christ, callinff Him " Master," as if 
they revered Him. Yet now should not His 
real disciples praise their Lord? Envy and 
such evil passions see every thing amiss ; 
Lord, put this spirit far from me. Tit, i. 15. 

III. 1/ these should hold their peace, the stones 
would immediately cry out. lb. 40. 

How can they be silent whose mouths God i 

has opened 7 Even the hardest heart God 
may soften by His grace. Has He not tried 
to soften mine ? how often have I withstood 
His grace ! S, Matt. xii. 34 ; Ps, cziv. 7, 8. 

Charity envieth not, 1 Cor. xiii. 4. I 

08 
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Sexagenma. Tuesday. 

CHRIST WEEPS OVER JERUSALEM. 

Read S. Luke xix. 41-44 (and see the Lamentations 

of Jeremiah). 

!• And when He was come near. He beheld the city^ 
and wept over it. lb. 4L 

In Jerusalem He saw a figure of the whole 
world ; yes, even of thee. He knew that His 
grace was sufficient (S.John v. 40), if men 
would use it. But if not, His grace is in vain. 

II. If thou hadst knawn^ even thou, in this thv day, 
^0. lb. 42. 

The blindness of men brought tears to the 
eyes of the Lord. This is thy day, even this 
life ; then shall be the day of the Lord. Open, 
then, mine eyes, O Lord, that I may see. 
fif. John ix. 4 ; Heh. ix. 27. 

III. The days shall eome upon thee that thine ene- 
mies shall cast a trench about thee, ^c. lb. 43. 

Our sins pave the way for the judgments of 
God. In that day the enemies of the soul and 
the remembrance of his own sins shall hedge 
in the sinner who hath not known or used 
aright the day of grace. I Tim. v. 24. 

Sext* 

Receive not the grace of God in vain, 2 
Cor. vi. 1. 
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Wednesday. Sexagesima, 

JUDAS AGREES WITH THE CHIEF PBIEST8 FOR THE 
BETRAYAL OF JESUS. 

Head S. Matt. xxvi. 14-16. (S. Mark xiv. ; S. Luke 
xxii.) iCompare Geo, xxxvii. 28.] 

I. Then one qf the twelve^ called Judas Iseariot, 
went unto the chU^f priests. lb. 14. 

Then, that is, when coyetousness had en- 
tered his heart. Such is the end of unre- 
strained passions. First, coyetousness ; then 
discontent ; then hatred ; then hetrayal. Fear 
thou the first beginnings. Pb. six. 13. 

II. Wfutt mil ye give me, and I will deliver Him 
unto you, lb. 16. 

The price he left to the enemies of Christ ; 
of so httle Ysdue did he esteem his Lord. 
How much more has He counted us who gaye 
Himself for us ! Is, liii. 3. 

III. And they covenant^ with him for thirty pieces 
qf silver. lb. 

Thus vilely did they value Him. Yet it 
was all ordered in the counsels of God. So 
did He humble Himself. And I have nothing 
great that I can give for Him. Let me give 
me nothing that I have ; He will give Him- 
self to me. Zech, xi. 12, 13. 

Take heed, and beware of covetouaness. S. 
Luke xii. 15. 
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Sexagesima. Thursday. 

THE PASCHAL SDPPEIL 

Read S. Luke xxii. 7- IB. (S. Matt xzvi.; 
S. Mark xiv.) [Exod. xii.] 

I. Go into the cUy^ ^c, , . .1 will keep the Passover 
at thy house, S. Matt xxvi. 18. 

He had not even a place wherein to keep 
the appointed feast ; He, the Lord of all. 
Yet as Lord He spake, and was instantly- 
obeyed by the master of the house. Is my 
obedience such to those whom God hath set 
over me? Acts x. 33. 

IL With desire I have desired to eat this Passover, 
S. Luke xxii. 15, 

His desire increased as His passion drew 
near: He longed for our redemption. The 

froof of lovo is a willinj?ness to suffer. Have 
such a proof in myself? S, John x, IL 

III. Tour lamb shall he without blemish, Exod. 
xii. 5, &c. {Ckmtpare G^en. xxii. 8.) 

In all these things Christ fulfil) ed the law 
in Himself. The Lamb slain, and offered a 
sacrifice for sin. Think of His love for thy- 
self ; think of that offering, and be thankful. 
Sev, ziii. 8. 

Behold the Lamb of God, whwh taheth away 
tlie sin of the toorld. S. John i. 29. 
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Friday. Sexageaima. 

CHRIST WASHING HIS DISCIPLES* FEET. 

Read S. John xiii. 1-11. 

I. Knowing that the Father had given all things in- 

to His hands . . He risethfrom supper, lb. 3, 4. 

*' And began to wash the disciples' feet/' 
What a picture of His majesty, and of Ilis 
humility ! All things His, yet He stoops to 
the lowest offices. If they are, then render 
thyself unto Him, that He may wash and 
cleanse from all sin those feet that have fol- 
lowed others than Him. Deut. xii. 29, 30. 

II. He risethfrom supper, and laid aside His gar- 
ments, 41*0. lb. 4. 

Why did He do so alone? (la. Iziii. 6.) 
They too were sharers in His powers, which 
He bestowed on them, of healing, absolving, 
&c., why not, then, in this humility also? 
To teach me by example, that if I am truly 
humble, I must be ready before all for the 
meanest service. 

III. Lord, dost Thou wash my feet 7 lb. 6. 

S. Peter thus learnt his own vileness, his 
Lord's greatness and eoodness. (Eph, ii. 4-8.) 
Do I learn the same tor myself, on whom He 
daily bestows the meritorious washing of His 
blood ? Not my affections only, out my 
thoughts and my works should be his. 

Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands 
and my head, S. John xiii. 9. 
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Sexagesima, Satubdat. 

OUa LOKD*8 ADMONITION TO HIS DIBCIPLESL 

Read S. John xiiL 12-17. 

I. Know ye what I have done to you, lb. 12. 

Our Sayiour first set them the example, 
then questioned and instructed them. This 
is the way to persuade men. And surely I 
may be convinced of Him who so lowered 
Himself, not for them only, but for me. 
lb, 16 ; 1 Tim. iv. 12. 

II. / have given you an example, j;o, lb. 15. 

His example is always for the imitation of 
His people ; if not, we rob it of its best pur- 

Eose. The yoke He would have me bear He 
as borne before me. This is our rule, that 
we follow Him. S, John z. 4. 

III. ]fye know theee things, happy are ye \fye do 
them, lb. 17. 

The knowledge of the will of God brings 
with it the duty of obedience. What is my 
knowledge ? what are my acts ? The servant 
who knew his Lord's will, but did it not, is 
beaten with many stripes. S, Luke xii. 47, 48. 

Love one another as I have loved you, S. 
John XV. 12. 
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(fiutnqitase^tma duntrao. 

THE INBTrrunON OF THE HOLY EUCHABTST* 

Re€ul S. Matt. xxvi. 26, &c ; 1 Cor. xl. 23, &c. 
(S. Luke xxii.) 

I. 7!^ Lord Jesus^ the tame night in whieh He wa$ 
betrayed, took bread. 1 Cor. zi. 23. 

That night, when men were plotting: against 
Him, He was devising good for their souls : 
He could not be separated from as. What 
shall separate us from the love of Him 7 
Rom. viii. 35. 

II. Take, eat ; this is My body. S. Matt. xxvi. 26, 
So God loved the world. (S. John iii. 16.) 

He gave a new way to restore, to feed, to 
strengthen His i^eople. If it was love to take 
our nature into His own, how much more, to 
renew our own with Himself? 

III. Dnnk ye all of it; for this is My blood of the 
New Testament. lb. 27, 28. 

And even Judas was there! All together 
in the body, but what a difference in the 
heart and spirit of those around that table ! 
Oh, that I may repress in season those sinful 
desires by which I may fall ! S, Matt. xxiv. 40, 

We being many are one bread, and one body ; 
for we are all partakers of that one bread. I 
Cor. X. 17 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 386. For 
Mlei thoughts on the Eucharist, see pp. 213-220. 
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Qttinquagesima, Monday. 

CHBI8T POINTS OUT THE TBAITOB AT SUPPER. 

Read S. John xiii. 18-32 (S. Luke zzii.). 

I. Jetut vnu troubled in spiriif ^o, lb. 21. 

He was troubled at the betrayal of a friend 
and a companion, and at the hopelessness of 
his fall. He tries to reclaim him, but in vain. 
How often, Lord, hast thou sought to warn 
and lead me, but I would not ? Ps, xli. 9. 

II. And they were exceeding torrawfulj ^o, S. 
Matt. xxvi. 22. {Is U I? S. Mark.] 

Unconscious of Intended guilt, they dis- 
trusted themselves. Well would it be for us 
not to be high-minded, but fear. Our owd 
opinion of ourselves will not justify us. (1 Cor, 
iv. 4.) Keep Thou Thy servant from pre- 
sumptuous sins. Ps, ziz. 13. 

III. He went out, and it was night, S. John xiii 
30. 

He would not hear any longer his Master's 
voice and instructions. He would not watch 
and pray ; yet I must, if I would not enter 
into temptation, and in it fall. S. Matt. 
zxvi. 41, &c. Ps, cxi^xix. (The night of spi- 
ritual blindness.) 

9rxt. 

If our heart condemn us, God is greater 
Hum our hearty and knowetk all things, 1 S. 
John iii. 20. 
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Shrovb-Tuesday. 



THE OISPOTE OF THE DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Luke xzii. 24-30. (S. Mark ix.) 

I. There was a strife among them which of tfiem 
should be accounted the greatest, lb. 24. 

A short time before, they sorrowed to think 
of losing their Master ; now, they dispute for 
that which shall be after He is taken. Do I 
strive to be accepted of God, or rather to be 
counted great before men. S. Luke xvi. 15. 

II. He that is greatest among you, let him be as the 
younger. lb. 26. 

They only are truly great who humble 
themselves. Such is the law of Christ. What 
is my law? what is my endeavour? what is 
my practice? 8. Mark ix, 33, &c. 

III. / appoint unto you a kingdom, as My Father 
hath appointed unto Me. lb. 29. 

Christ received His kingdom through the 
cross. Am I content so to receive mine ? He 
humbled Himself. Do I follow Him in low- 
liness and true humility ? Phil. ii. 8. 

WTioBoever exalteth himself shaJi he abased^ 
and he that hvmbleth himself shaJl be exalted. 
S. Luke xiy. 11. 

Or for ASH-WEDNESDAY and the foUoving days, the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son, pp. 869, &c. 
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Ash-Wednesday. 



THE DISCOURSE OF CHRIST AFTER SUFFER. 

Read S. John xv. 9-17. 

I. As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you. 
Continue ye in My love, lb. 9. 

Think, then, of these things. The oneness 
of Christ and the Father ; His love to us ; 
His commandments, which are not ^ievous ; 
the joy of His manifestation of Himself to 
those who love Him and keep His command- 
ments. 1 S, John y. 3 ; S, John xiv. 21. 

II. A new commandment I give unto you, that ye 
love one another, S. John xiii. 34. 

Where the love of our neighbour is not, 
neither is there the love of God. Examine 
thyself. Is thy love like that of Christ to 
thee, whose body we are, one in Him ? \ S» 
John iv. 20 \ Rom, xii. 5. 

III. Ask, and ye shall receive, S. John xvi. 24. 
What a promise ! another fruit of His merits 

and intercession ; it is through His only name; 
it is for those who believe in Him, love Him 
and His, abide in Him. Bo I so pray? what 
are my prayers? what His answers? S, John 
xiv. 13. 

This commandment have we from Him^ that 
he who loveth Qod love his brother also, 1 S. 
John iv. 21. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. 278, 282. 

107 



Thursday. After Ash- 

CHRIST CONSOLES THE APOSTLES. 

Read S. John xiy., xvi. 

I. / tot// not leave you oomfortleis, lb. 18. 

" I will come unto you." The presence of 
God is the strength and consolation of His 
servants. If He leave us for a while, He will 
again return, that our hearts may rejoice in 
Him. Is such my joy, my confidence ? Is, 
liv. 7, 8. (See also pp. 189, 204.) 

II. Because ye are not of the worlds therefore the world 
hateth you, S. John xv. 19. 

The hatred of the world is another pledge 
of the Divine favour. They who are not His 
are let alone to follow earthly delights. Our 
best delight should be to be assured of the 
love of God. S. John xvi. 27. 

III. If they have persecuted me, they tot// also per- 
secute you. lb. 20. 

The example of our Lord is another stay 
and consolation. We too shall conquer, for 
He has conquered ; we too shall have joy, for 
He has entered into glory. Do I truly seek 
to embrace the way which He has trod before? 
S, John xvi. 33.. 

I wHl not leave you comfortless, S. John 
xiv. 18. 
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Wednesday. Faidat. 

CHUBT PBAY8 THE FATHER FOR HI8 DI8CIFLB8. 

Read S. John xvii. 

I. Keep through Thy Name thoee whom Thou hatt 
given Me. lb. 11. 

Why ? That "all may be one" in perfect love 
with (iod and one another ; that they desire 
and speak the same things — not taken out of 
the world and its troables, but preserved in 
the world from its evils. How do I desire, 
how follow, such a calling 7 lb. 15-17. 

II. Thine they were^ and Thou gavett them Me, 
and they have kept Thy word. lb. 6. 

He prays for His own, because they were 
committed to Him, the good Shepherd, and 
because they love Him and keep His word. 
If thou wouldst have Jesus as thine advocate, 
see that thou art truly His, and that He is 
glorified in thee. Is this my aim ? P<. cxix. 
94; S, John xvii. 10. 

III. Neither pray I for these alone^ but for them 
alao which shall believe^ jfo. lb. 20. 

Then did He pray for me also ? Yes, 
blessed Lord, and for all who resist not Thy 
grace, but seek to abide in Thy love, and in 
love with one another. Give me, and all, 
O Lord, this grace, and drive out all worldly 
and fleshly desires. lb. 21. 

€txU 
That they all may be one. S. John xvii. 21. 
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Satukdat. After Ash- Wednesday. 

CHRIST GOES FORTH INTO THE GARDEN, AND FORE- 
TELS THE OFFENCE OF HIS DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 30-35. (S. Mark xiy.) 

I. ffe went, <u He was wont, to the Mount of Olives. 

S. Luke xxii. 3d. 

He went forth from the town He had so 
loved and mourned over, which knew Him 
not. He went to His own solitude and prayer. 
Take heed that He leave not thee. Leave me 
not, Lord. Ps. xxvii. 9. 

II. J II ye shall be offended because of Me this 
night. S. Matt. xxvi. 31. 

Alas I it is one thing to he hold heforehand, 
another thing to remain firm when danger 
and temptation come. How often have I re- 
solved, and failed in the hour of trial 1 /<&. 41. 

III. Though all men shall be offended because of 
thee, get wUl I never be offended. lb. 33. 

This is the danger of earnestness without 
humility ; a danger not only to ourselves, but 
drawing others with us. Trust, then, in no 
way to thyself; but, in all things, to the grace 
of 6od. S. John xv. 6 ; Phil. iv. 13. 

Be not high-mindedf hut fear. Bom. xi. 20. 
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THE BADNESS OF CHBIST IN THE GARDEN. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 36-38. (S. Mark.) 

I. He began to be sorrowful and very heavy, Ib« 

37. 

But for His desire to suffer, Christ, as God, 
was incapable of suftering. But He would 
suffer for us. What was this sadness? Was 
it for me? for my obstinacy, for my cold- 
ness ? Did He say for me, ** What profit is 
there in my blood r ' Ps, xxx. 9. 

II. My soulis ,, sorrowful, even unto death, lb. 38. 

Why these words ? That they might know 
the depth of His sorrow, who had seen the 
glories of His transfiguration. So we, who 
have the joys of Mount Tabor, should gird 
ourselves up to the sorrows of Olivet. So He 
wills. S. Matt, XX. 23. 

III. Tarry ye here^ and watch unth Me. lb. 

Learn the value of Christian sympathy : 
even Christ bids the disciples watch with Him. 
In the hour of trial and temptation, watching 
and prayer is our true safeguard. Do I so seeK 
to drive away the evil one ? S* James iv. 7, 8. 

ZtxU 
He hath poured out his soul unto death. Is. 
liu. 12. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 230. 
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Monday. First Week 

THE FRAYEA OF CHRIST IN THE 6ABDEW. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 39-44. (S. Mark xiv; 
S. Luke xxii.) 

I. O My Father^ if it be poastble^ let this cup pas$ 
from Me, lb. 39. 

Oar Lord would have us know that He felt 
in all things as man ; may it be also that He 
meant His cup to pass from Him to Hl<« fol- 
lowerSy as they should be able to bear it ? 
Kaise, O Lord, my spirit to say, " I will 
take the cup of salvation,'' &c. Ps. cxvi. 13. 

II. Nevertheless, not as I wiU, but as Thou unlt» 
lb. 

Our Lord submits to the Divine will, the 
natural wish of man to be free from sorrow; 
in all things seeking the Father's ^lory. Have 
I learnt thus to subdue my inchnations, and 
subject them to the will of God? Acts zxi. 14. 

III. He went away, and prayed the third timef 
saying the same words, lb. 44. 

Twice our Lord left prayer, to warn and 
exhort His slumbering disciples, and returned 
to prayer again. Do we so divide our time, 
by offices of devotion towards God and love 
towards men, remembering those words, "The 
greatest of these is charity ?" 1 Cor. xiii. 18. 

Not My toiUy hut Thine be done, S. Luke 
xxii. 42. 
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in Lent, Tubsdat. 

THE AGONY AND BLOODY SWEAT OF CHRIST. 

Reiid S. Luke xzii. 44. 

I. And being in an agony^ He prayed more ear- 
nestly, lb. 

Contemplate {Heh, ii. 18) this wonderful 
struggle between the agony of the human na- 
ture and the more earnest striving in prayer 
of the Spirit of Christ. Where is my refuge 
in a£9iction and temptation ? Is it in prayer ; 
and that only the more earnestly the greater 
the trial ? S. Jos. v. 13. 

II. His sweat was as it were great drops of blood. lb. 
The sin is mine — the infirmity, the sorrow, 

the suffering, is Jesu's. The earth cries for 
vengeance (Gen, iv. 11); Jesus sprinkles it 
with his blood. My poor soul is barren ; 
Jesus hath watered and nourished it with the 
streams of his blood. How miserably do I re- 
quite Thee, O my Lord ! Heb, ii. 10, 

III. There appeared an angel unto Him from heaven 
strengthening Him, lb. 43. 

Perseverance in prayer brought even unto 
the Lord strength and consolation from hea- 
ven. Shall it not do so for His sake to 
me ? The Lord of all receives comfort from 
His creature ; shall not I for His sake seek to 
comfort and sustain His afflicted ones ? Horn. 
xii. 16. 

©rxt, 

Beltold, and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow, Lam. i. 12. 
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Wednesday. First Week 

AFTER HIS P&AYER CHRIST GOES TO THE DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 40-45 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. He cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them 
asleep. lb. 40. 

The Lord visits His servants ; desire ear- 
nestly that He may visit thee. Yet how often 
wouli^ He find thee sleeping I Let me take 
shame to myself, receive His gracious rebuke, 
and seek of Him a spirit of watchfulness. 
Ephea. v. 14. 

II. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptO' 
tion, lb. 41. 

The greatest danger was at hand, that of 
denying or of forsaking Christ. Watching and 
prayer were then most needful. He who ^oes 
not continually to prayer goes assuredly into 
temptation. 1 Tkes. v. 6. 

III. Sleep on now, and take your rest, lb. 45u 

What ! Now ! When the hour is at hand, 
and the Lord about to be betrayed! Lord, 
how dost Thou rebuke me, and that justly. 
Like them, I have failed to watch and pray- 
before the evil hour ; leave me not to myself 
when temptation cometh. 1 Kings viii. 67. 

Watch, therefore, for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come. S. Matt. xsiv. 42. 
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in Lent, Thursday. 



CHRIST GOES OUT TO MEET JUDAS AND HIS 
COMPANY. 

Read S. Matt. xxti. 46-48 (and the other three 

GrOBpels). 

I. Rise^ let ua be g(Ang; behold^ he is at hand thai 
doth betray Me, lb. 46. 

But a little while before, Christ was sorrow- 
ful and very heavy : then He prayed, and that 
thrice. Now He is ready, and forward to go 
to danger and to death. Here is the secret of 
fearlessness — meditation, prayer, submission. 
Have I learnt this ? JRev, ii. 10. 

II. While He yet spake, lo, Judas, j-c. lb. 47. 

Unhappy man ! Victim of one passion^ 
covetousness. One is enough for eternal ruin. 
Notwithstanding my Christian calling (for Ju- 
das was an apostle), if I indulge one sm, where 
may it not lead me? To many — to ruinl 
S, Luke xi. 26. 

III. He that betrayed Him gave them a sign, lb. 
48. 

Oh, the caution of this wicked man ! How 
may the children of light be ashamed of the 
industry of the evil in their ways. Judas was 
fearful of his Master's escape. Am I fearful 
lest I should lose Him, not from wicked hands, 
but from a devoted heart? Ps, ii. 12. 

Perfect love coMteth out fear, 1 John iv. 18. 
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Friday. First Week 

OF THE KI8B OF JUDAB. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 47-60 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. He said. Hail, Master, and kissed Him. lb. 49. 

What awful hypocrisy ! " Hail !" — the ear 
lutation of friendship. " Master 1" — the pro- 
fession of ohedienee. A " kiss I" — ^the token 
of love. O my soul ! have I the outward signs 
of discipleship of Jesus without its inward spi- 
rit? S. Matt, xxiii. 27. 

II. Jestts said unto him. Friend, wherefore art thou 
come? lb. 50. 

How did our Lord, even at the last, try to 
brinff this wicked man to himself — by soft 
words, by giving him time for thought, and 
leading him to consider within himself. How 
often has God dealt so with me, and I have 
heeded Him not ! Oh, His mercy ! S, Luke 
xm. 8. 

III. Judas, betrayest thou the San of man ufiih a 
kiss ? S. Luke xxii. 48. 

Once more He expostulates with him : even 
in the commission of the sin, that voice of 
warning spake. Does it not so speak to me 
often and often, yet I hear not. Help, Lord I 
that I do so no more. 6^. xxxix. 9. 

€txU 

Stand in awe, and sin not. Ps. iv. 4. 
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in Lent. Saturday. 

CH&IST MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO THE MULTITUDE 

AND OFFICERS. 

Read S. John xviii. 4-9. 

I. JestUf knowing aii things that should eome upon 
Him^ went forth, lb. 4. 

Without His going forth they could do no- 
thing. Their power was only of God. He 
could avoid them, yet He would not. To bear 
sufferings which I cannot avoid is not a full 
proof of my spirit being like His, unless I am 
also willing. S, Matt, xxvi. 63. 

II. Whom seek yel , , , Jesus cfNaza/reih ...lam 
He. lb. 5. 

He knew who they sought ; but He would 
make them consider their guUt once more in 
the repeating that holy name. More than 
this, He would have them — yea, and me too, 
seek Him ere He reveals Himself in judgment 
the great " I am." Is, Iv. 6. 

III. If ye seek Me^ let these go their way, lb. 8. 

What kind care for His own I If of that 
little band, surely also of the thousands of 
his faithful ones. He would not have us fall 
into the hands of His enemy ; He would have 
QS saved. Let me trust in Him. S. Matt, vi. 
25-30. 

The Lord is not wiUing that any should pe- 
risk. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
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FETEa DEFENDING CHRIST. 

Read S. John xviii. 10. 11 (and the others). 

I. Peter having a sword, drew it, and smote the 

high priesVs servant, lb. 10. 

Such was the zeal of the apostle^ yet with- 
out discretion — without command. Zeal must 
be tempered with charity, and seek God's 
glory, not our own. If I know myself, which 
do I seek ? S, Luke ix. 55. 

II. Put up thy sword into the sheath. The eup 
which My Father hath given Me, shall I not 
drinkit? lb. 11. 

When others injure us, the cup is from God. 
We must not resist it, but accept it as from 
Him. He layeth low ; He liftetn up. I Sam, 
ii. 6. 

III. He touched his ear and healed him. S. Luke 
zxii. 51. 

What injury another has done, the Lord, 
when He wiU, can repair. Moreover He 
teaches (Rom. xii. 17-21) to return good for 
evil ; and now heals the ear through which His 
truth may be received. O Lord, open mine 
ears, that I may hear Thy voice. 

€txU 

Let your moderation be known unto all men, 
Phil. IV. 6. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. 817, 818. 
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Second Week in Lent, Monday. 

CHRIST IS TAKEN, THE APOSTLES FLEE. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 50-56 (S. Mark, S. John). 

I. Are ye come out as against a thi^i • , . I sat 
daily with you teaching in the temple, lb. 55. 

He had only snatched souls from Satan — 
now the^ would take Uim. They too had 
heard Him. Where were the fruits of their 
hearing 7 Where is the fruit of mine ? But 
this was their (5. Luke zzii. 53) hour. When 
mine comes, may it be my committal into His 
hands. 

II. Then came they and laid hands on Jesus, lb. 50. 
The breath of our nostrils, the Anointed, is 

taken — taken for our sins. But the day of 
avenging will come — Oh, that it be not on us I 
Now let me lay hands on myself, that I sin not 
against Him. Of me — yea^ of me, may He 
complain. Ps, cxix. 61. 

III. Then all the disciples forsook Him and Jled, 
lb. 56. 

Where are those words, ** Let us go that we 
may die with Him*' — " Though I die with 
Thee, yet will I not deny Thee." (S. John xi. 
16 ; S, Matt, xxvi. 35.) The love of our- 
selves is the first step to deserting Christ. 
Trust not thyself, thy words, thy resolutions. 
What are thy actions? 

€txU 
Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I 
wUl shew thee my faith by my works. S. Jas. 
ii. 18. 
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Tuesday. Second Week 

JSSUS IB FIRST LED TO ANNAS. 

Read S. John xyiii. 12-24. 

I. And (they) led him away to Annas. lb. 13» 

What a difFerent scene in Jerusalem this day 
to our Lord's triumphal entry but a few days 
since ? How changeable is man ! Do I, can 
I trust in him ? Who caused this disgrace ? 

my soul, remember His sorrows, and bear 
thine own in silence. Ps, cxlvi. 3. 

II. The high priest then asked Jesus qf His </»- 
eipies and if His doctrine. lb. 19. 

The Judge arraigned before the criminal! 
God judged of men ! the Just One of sinners ! 
Well may it be to me a small matter to be 
judged of others. His charity was indeed 
patient and lon^ suffering. What is mine ? 

1 Cor. iv. 3. 

III. / spake openly . . . Ask them vthieh heard Me. 
lb. 20, 21. 

His disciples had fled. Of them, in charity, 
He says notning ; of Himself He speaks boldly. 
So may all who have a conscience void of of- 
fence. Is mine such that I may trust to the 
righteous judgment of God ? Ps. 1. 0. 

He thatjudgeth me is the Lord. 1 Cor. iv. 4. 
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tft Lent, Wadnbsdat. 

TH£ FACE OF CHBI8T SMITTEN. 

Read S. John xvui. 22-24 (Job xvi. 5-11.) 

I. One of the officers which stood by struck Jesus 
tpith the palm qfhis hcmd. lb. 22. 

Christ, our Lord and our God, smitten of 
His miserable creature ! Yet He avenges not 
Himself, but suffers. How unlike me, who 
suffer, when I sufier, justly, yet strive too 
often to be avenged ! 1 Pet. ii. 20. 

II. If I have spoken evU^ bear witness qfthe evil 
but if wellf why smitest thou Me ? lb. 23. 

Our Lord spake — yet meekly, and with 
reason. He had borne scourging with pa- 
tience and silence. Now He speaks, an exam- 
ple to us of quiet (1 Pet. iii. 14-18), patient, 
eentle expostulation. His gentle words are 
mstead of my harsh ones. My evil spe^- 
ings have smitten Him. 

III. Annas had sent Him behind unto Caiaphas 
the high priest. lb. 24. 

So Christ is sent from one to another bound, 
smitten, reviled, despised, ill-treated for me, 
for my sins, for my salvation 1 Lord, give 
me true sorrow, true love. /«. liii. 6. 

Thev have smitten me upon the cheek re- 
proachfully. Thcugh I speaky my grief ie not 
assuaged: and thoiigh I forbear^ what am I 
eased? ' Job. xvi. 10, 6. 
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Thursday. Second Week 

OF THE FALSE WITNESS AGAINST JESUS. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 69-63 (S. Mark). 

I. 7%£^ sought false witness against Jesits^ to put 
Him to death, lb. 59. 

They determined on His death — ^they desired 
an excuse for it. How often have I resolved 
to act, and looked afterwards for a seemly 
reason ! Let me cast off this veil ; it will then 
appear what my actions really are. S. Matt, 
X. 26. 

II. But found none. lb. 60. 

So blameless was the life of Christ. Oh, that 
the accuser of the brethren could find nothing 
whereof to accuse me. But in Jesus is per- 
fection. In Him is no fault. He only is 
without sin. S. John xix. 4. 

III. A nswerest Thou nothing 7 What is it which these 
witness against thee 7 lb. 62. 

There needed no answer, for their testimony 
agreed not (5. Mark xiv. 69). Those accu- 
sations neied no answer which have the answer 
of a holy life. Do I not often excuse, when 
I inwardly must accuse, myself? Gen. iii. 
10-12. 

ZtxU 
Such an High Priest became u» wJio is holyy 
harmless, undefiled. Heb. vii. 26. 

122 



in Lent. Friday. 

CHRIST ADJURED BY CAIAPHAS AND CONDEMNED. 

Read S. Matt. xxyi. 62-66 ; S. Mark xIt. 62. 

I. Tell 118 whether thou be the Christ. Jesus said^ 
I AM. lb. 63 ; ib. 62. 

This question was not for truth, but only to 
seek ground of condemnation. Yet our Lord 
answers. He confesses God, though it should 
bring death. How much do I need such bold- 
ness for the confession of Him whom I pro- 
fess to serve. S, Matt. x. 82. 

II. Hereafter ye shall see the Son of Man sitting 
en the right hand qf power ^ and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. Ib. 64. 

Thus our Lord hints to His unrighteous 
judge His twofold advent — His coming as man. 
His future coming to judgment. If tempted 
to unjust judgment, remember that day — that 
judge ! Mom. xiv. 10. 

III. Then the high priest rent his clothes^ ^e. Ib. 65. 

One more act of hypocrisy and of pretended 
care for the honour of God. Then all pro- 
nounced Him guilty. And indeed He was 
made guilty for me. In Him may my guilt 
be pardoned. 2 Cor. v. 21. 

ZtxU 

Mend your heart and not your garments. 
Joel ii. 13. 
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Saturday. Second Week in Lenf. 

OF THE INSULTS BORNE BY CHRIST THAT NIGHT. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 66-68 (S. Luke, S. John). 

I. Then did they spit in His face* lb. 67« 

Look, O Lord, on the face of Thine Anointed, 
so insulted ; in Him see Thyself; in these in- 
sults see my sins. - By these, my offences are 
done away. Make me to love and follow 
Him who oore thus all reproach. 2 Cor, xii. 
10. 

II. When they had blindfolded Him^ they struck 
Him on the face, S. Luke xxii. 64. 

Fools, who knew not God, and thought 
they could be hidden from Him. He is the 
Searcher of hearts. He knows mine, and all 
my provocations of Him. 1 Chron, xxviii. 9. 

III. And many other things blasphemously spake 
they against Him, lb. 65. 

And all these He bore. He gave Himself 
into their hands ; oh, that I could give myself 
into His, to bear, to suffer, for His sake all 
that He sends me, yea, and to rest in Him for 
salvation. la, liii. 7. 

Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right 
cheeky turn to him the other also, S. Matt. v. 
89. 
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Cf)tr)f J^untrag in lint 



THE FIRST DENIAL OF CHRIST BY PETER. 

Read S. Matt, xxvi. 58 and 69-75 (S. Mark, S. Luke, 

S. John). 

I. But Peter followed Him afar off, lb. 58. 

Love made him follow; fear of men, the 
heginning of backsliding, kept him afar off. 
The more slowly we follow God, the farther 
off He becomes. Have I left my first love? 
"Rev* ii. 4. 

II. Peter stood teith them {sat, S. Matt.), and 
warmed himself, S. John xviii. 18. 

Here is the fruit of languidly following 
Christ. First standing, then sitting, then 
seeking bodily comfort and ease. Would I 
avoid such dangers ? Mingle not with those 
that know not God. 1 Cor, xv. 33. 

III. Bttt he denied before them all. S. Matt xxvi. 
70. 

Among the apostles Peter had made a good 
confession — Thou art the Christ. Now, among 
the wicked and the scoffer, he denies his Lord, 
fearful even of the voice of a maiden. Have 
I lived among such? Among such have I 
fallen? Ps.i.l. 

ZtxU 

The love of many shall wax cold, S. Matt, 
xxiv. 12. 

For Uimi^ts on the Gospel of the day* see p. 298. 
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Monday. Hiird Week 

THE SECOND AND THIRD DENIAL BY PETER. 

Retid S. Matt. xxvi. 71, or S. Mark xiv. 66, &c. 

I. Aiiother maid saw Aim, and said. This fellow was 

also . • • And again he denied, lb. 72. 

This time " with an oath I" So one sin 
brings another, and those who " despise little 
things fall by little and little." Well may I 
fear with such an example, and have no con- 
fidence in myself, but in God. Phil, ii. 12. 

II. A Utile after , . . He began to curse and to 
swear, saying, I know not this man, S. Mark 
xiv. 71. 

Ashamed of his Lord, he not only denies 
but blasphemes — mingles with the company 
and language of the wicked. Have not I from 
fear of others, or false shame, both borne in 
others and done myself things hateful to my 
Lord ? What is the reward ? S, Luke ix. 26. 

III. And immediately the cock crew . • . and the 
Lord looked upon Peter, S. Matt, and S. Luke. 

Even in the midst of his sin that eye of 
mercy turned upon him ! How often has it 
looked on me, and bid me repent! Oh, that I 
could weep with Peter for all my sins, and, 
like him, truly repent Cant, i. 6. 

^ext. 
Oh, look Thou upon me, and he merciful unto 
me, Ps. cxix. 132. 

126 



in Lent. Tubsdat. 

CH&18T 18 LED TO PILATE. 

Head S. Matt zxtu. 1, 2 (and the othen). 

I. All the chief priests and elders qfthe people took 

counsel against Jesus. lb. 1. 

Three times they had taken counsel. In the 
first they disagreed ; in the second they doubted. 
Now all agree, thus step by step giving way 
to evil and ungodly counsels. Ob, that step by 
step we counselled for good, how we might 
serve the Lord ! S, Luke zvi. 8. 

II. The whole multitude qfthem arose^ and led Him 
unto Pilate, S. Luke xxiii. 1. 

This was very early. Many had been 
sleepless, mocking their Redeemer ; now they 
arise with one accord. Have I the spirit of 
watching to serve Him, or of rising betimes to 
do my Maker's will, my morning prayer, my 
daily duty? P*. Ixiii. 1. . 

III. They themselves went not into the judgment- 
hall, lest they should he defiled, S. Johnxviii. 28. 

Miserable hypocrites ! caring for an outward 
cleanness, cherishing inward defilement and 
abomination. Sucb is the Christian who 
strives to appear holy, and preserve outward 
forms, neglecting the spirit and the life within. 
Am I such or no 7 S, McUt, xxiii. 27. 

O my soul, come not thou into their secret, 
unto their assembly , . . be not tfiou united. 
Gen. xlix. 6. 
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Wbdnesday. Third Week 

THE DESPAIR OF JUDAS. 

Read S. Matt, xxvii. 3-10. 

I. I have sinned, in that I have betrai/ed the inruh 
cent blood. lb. 4. 

Perhaps he thought his Lord would escape 
by a miracle. 'Thus beforehand men mate 
light of their sins ; afterwards come shame 
and remorse. Had he attended to those words, 
Friend, wherefore art thou come ? Oh, that I 
attended to every warning ! 1 Thee, v. 19. 

II. W?uit is thai to ttsi see thou to that. lb. 

The men of the world obtain their object : 
they no longer care for those through whom 
it is obtained. This is the sure penalty of 
pleasing men while we offend God. We can- 
not please them and truly serve God. Which 
is my aim ? Gal, i. 10. 

III. And he cast down the pieces (^silver in the 
Temple, and departed, and went and hanged him- 
self. lb. 5. 

What an end for an apostle ! What a con- 
sequence of indulging covetous desires ! So 
every passion strengthens unless suppressed. 
The beginnings of all evil are but small ; help 
me, Lord, to watch against them. 'Prao, xvii. 14. 

^ext. 

No cavetatu man hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and of Ood. Eph. v. 6. 
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in Lent. Thubsday. 

CHRIST BROUGHT TO fILATE. 

Read S. John xviii. 28-33 (and the othen). 

I. What accusation bring ye against this man? 
They said. If He were not a malefactor, we 
would not have delivered Him up. lb. 29. 

Christ the holy, the harmless, the undefiled^ 
—called a malefector I And by whom ? They 
who had but lately said, *' He hath done all 
things well." I adore Thee, O my Lord, my 
Benefactor, my God I S, Mark vii. 87. 

II. Take ye Him, and judge Him according to your 
law. lb. 31. 

So soon he gave up our Lord, without any 
spfficient answer from His accusers. They 
pretend (jh,) a want of power to judge H;m. 
Do I ever let others do for me the wrong which 
I fear to do myself? But God knoweth the 
heart. Jer, xvii. 10. 

III. They began to accuse Him, saying. We found 
this fellow perverting the nation, Sro. S. Luke 
xxiu. 2. 

He who had healed their diseases — had bid 
them render to Ceesar his due — had hid Him- 
self lest they should make Him a king (S. John 
vi. 15) — now, accused of the contrary, holds 
His peace. Oh, my soul, so often made wrath- 
ful, even by a just charge, now learn of Him — 
be humble, be patient. 

^ext. 
ffe was delivetedfor our offences. Rom. iv. 
25. 
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Friday. Third Week 



CHRIST EXAMINED BEFORE PILATE. 

Read S. Matt, xxvii. 11-14; S. John xviii. 33-35. 
I. And Jesus stood before the governor, lb. 1 1. 
Once more the Lord of all stands before the 

1*udgment-seat of a creature, in meekness, in 
mmility, even in respect for the office of the 
ruler. Learn from Him how to conduct thy- 
self when unjustly reproved or blamed by any 
one set over thee. S. Luke xxi. 14. But if 
justly? 

IL Art Thou the king of the Jeufsl Jesus said 
unto Atm, Thou sayest. lb. 
A question asked in half mockery ! An- 
swered by Christ to Pilate and to all in ear- 
nest, * Thou sayest.' Yea, how often daily do 
I call Him my Lord I How little do I cast oflF 
the cords of my sins ! How little, how unwil- 
lingly do I serve him as such I Ps, ii. 3; 
S, Luke xix. 14. 

III. Thine own nation hath delivered Thee unto me. 
What hast Thou done 1 S. John xviii. 35. 

Let me answer for Him. He hath made all 
things that are good ; He hath done no evil. 
But if I answer S)r myself, I am ashamed and 
confounded. Where are the talents, where 
are the graces, where the opportunities He 
has given me ? P«. cvi. 6. 

He hath done all things well. We have done 
amiss, and have dealt wicked^, S. Mark vii. 
87 ; 2 Chron. vi. 87. 
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in Lent. Saturday. 

CHRIST'S KINGDOM NOT OF THIS WORLD. 

Read S. John xyiii. 86-38. 

I. My kingdom ie not qfthia world. lb. 36. 

But yet it is the kingdom of kingdoms, and 
He the King of kings. He reigns in the hum- 
ble, meek, and contrite heart ; and He shall 
reign in mine. Thou, O Lord, art, even in 
thy poverty, my God ; and to Thee shall every 
knee bow. Phil. ii. 6-11. 

II. Art Thou a Icingy then ? lb. 37. 

Our Lord denied not that He was a king, 
but confessed it. Let us believe Him to be, 
and receive Him as such. Do I make Him 
so when passions strive for the rule over me ? 
Help me, Lord, then^ to say, *^ Thou art my 
King." P«. V. 2. 

III. Pilate aaith unto Him^ What is truth ? And 
when he had said this he went out. lb. 38. 

A question we all need ask. But, unlike 
Pilate, we ought to wait for ^e answer, and 
so know the truth. That inmiiry is not from 
the heart which only begins, but does not per- 
severe in the search. Which is my habit ? S, 
Matt. xiii. aO-22. 

I am the Way, the Tntth, and the Life, S. 
John xiv. 6. 
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CHBIST IS BENT TO HEROD. 

Read S. John xviil 38 (S Matt., S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. IJind in Him no fault at ail. lb. 

How could fault be found in the Holiest I 
Yet in Him may not I find my sins the cause 
both of suffering and death ? Oh, that I might 
hate myself and love Him more, and cease 
from adding to the load He bore for me ! Is, 
Uii. 6. 

II. The ehiif priests accused Him qf manp thingSf 
but He answered nothing. S. Mark xt. 3. 

Trusting to their own names and offices for 
proof, not to the truth. His life was the proof 
of their falsehood ; silence His best de^nce. 
Have I so lived that, thouffh I were much ac- 
cused, little could be proved, and my life might 
speak for me ? 1 Pet. iii. 12-16, 

III. As soon as he knew that He belonged unto He- 
rod'^s jurisdiction he sent Him. S. Luke xxiiL 7. 

His conscience dared not condemn Jesus. 
His fears of the people prevented his setting 
Him free ; he wished to leave it to another, 
careless of the Lord. When we leave the cause 
of God, and think of ourselves, we are not 
faithful disciples : our fall is at hand. 8» Luke 
xiv. 26. 

He tDCU afflicted and oppres$ed,yet He opened 
not His mouth. Is. liii. 7. 

For tlumghts on the Gospel of the daj, see p. 820. 
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Fourth Week in Lent. Monday. 

CHAIST HOCKED BY HEBOD. 

Read S. Luke xxiii. 8-11. 

!• WTien Herod saw Jesus, he was exeeeding glad. 
.... He hoped to have seen some miracle, lb. 8. 

Were these the joy aod desire of a pious 
IDED longiDg for true KDOwled'ge of Jesus? No ; 
but of mere curiosity. If I find little or no 
profit from reading and meditation, may it not 
be that I seek mere knowledge, not the stir- 
ring up of holy affections ? 1 Cor. viii. 1-3. 

II. He questioned unth Him in many words, lb. 9. 

And Jesus '^answered him not.'' Here, 
indeed, was a miracle, if Herod could have 
perceived it. A far greater thing {Job xi. 
1-6) than we often accomplish, would be si- 
lence in the midst of reproach and debate, and 
concealing our power when not for the glory 
of God to exert it. 

III. Herod^withhismenqfwarySetHimatnouffht^ 
and mocked Him. lb. 11. 

Thus is eternal Wisdom humbled, that my 
pride may learn to be abased, and I in the 
end, through Him, be exalted. And yet the 
foolish things of this world I embrace ; the 
wise things of eternity 1 neglect. God, teach 
me otherwise. 1 Car. i. 27. 

€txU 
Ye have set at nought all my counsel. . . . I 
will mock when your fear comet h. Pro v. i. 
26, -26. 
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Tuesday. . Fourth Week 

BABABBAS PBEFEBBED TO CHBIST. 

Read S. Matt zxyii. 15-23 ; S. Luke xxiii. 15-19. 

I. Whom will ye that I release unto you, Barabbat, 
or Jestui S. Matt, xxvii. 17. 

Am I shocked at this insult to my Lord, 
that He should even be compared with a male- 
factor? Do I consider how often I commit 
the same fault, when I doubt between the love 
of Him and of some earthly creature or appe- 
tite? Ram.i.ild. 

II. 7%e chUf priests and elders persuaded the multi- 
tude that they should at^ Barabbas. lb. 20. 

And Christ had no advocate (Prav. xiv. 20) ; 
who is ours ? Oh, that we now, at least, might 
plead for Him in our hearts, mortifying, nay, 
crucifying the Barabbas within us, and seek- 
ing for the life of Jesus in our souls. 

III. And they cried out all at once, saying, S. 
Luke xxiii. 18. 

*' Away with this man, and release unto us 
Barabbas.^' Lord, save me from this sin ; let 
me never drive Thee away, nor prefer honour, 
the world, or the flesh to my God. Acts iii. 
14, 15. 

Let not sin reign in your mortal body, that 
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof, Rom. 
vi. 12. 
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in Lent. Wbdnxbdat. 

PILATE YIELDS TO THK FURY OF THE FEOFLE. 

Read S. Matt, xxvii. 22-25. 

I. They all say unto him^ Let Him be erue\fie<L Ih. 

The more Pilate yielded, the more the peo- 
ple demanded, the less he could resist. If we 
give bat little way to the things of the flesh 
and of sense, they grow stronger, oar resolu- 
tions weaker. liord, make me love Thee as 
much as they despised and hated Thee. Exod. 
zxiu. 2. 

II. lam innocent of (he blood qfthis just person: 
see ye to it. lb. 24. 

How could he be innocent in heart who 
would not defend the guiltless Saviour ! He 
desired to release Him ; but self-love and his 
own safety were his motives ; so he fell. So 
shall I, if, professing to serve God, I serve 
myself. Wliere shall the fearful be ? Bev, 
xxi. 8. 

III. His blood be on us and on our children* lb. 
25. 

How little they thought of the multitude of 
souls who would desire to be sprinkled with 
that blood of cleansing ! Not the vengeance 
of Thy blood, dear Lord, but its cleansing and 
healing streams flow over my soul, and wash 
my sins away. Heb, xii. 24. 

He tluit loveth his life shall lose it. John 
xii. 26. 
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Thitrsday. Fourth Week 

CHRIST SCOURGED. 

Recid S. John xix. I (and each of the others). 

I. Then Pilate, thereifore, took Jesua. lb. 1. 

He willingly submitted to yet further suf- 
fering and disgrace. We might think much 
of the pain, yet more of the anguish of mind, 
of the Holy One of God. Who — who is the 
cause? Oh, that in self-accusation I could 
willingly submit as He submitted for me I la, 

I. 6. 

II. And scourged Him, lb. 

And this He bore ! Here is love of sinners 
— here is deep humility — here is unwearied 
constancy and patience — here cheerful con- 
formity to the Divine will ! Bless, adore Him, 
and compare thyself in adversity with Him. 
Pa, xxxviii. 13. 

III. TTie plowere plowed upon my back, and made 
long furrows, Ps. czxix. 3. 

Again, as in the circumcision and the agony, 
is Jesu's blood poured forth for us. With what 
pain and torture ! No more let me tread that 
olood (Heb, x, 29) under foot by sin ; no more 
let me pamper my body, m. the Vemembr^ce 
of His scourged body. 

With Hia atripea we are healed. Is. Hii. 5. 
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in Lent. Frioat. 

JESUS CROWNED WITH THORNS. 

Bead S. Matt, xxvii. 27-31 (John). 

I. They ttripped Hhnj and put on Him a scarlet 
robe. lb. 28. 

Thus confasion, ridicule, ignominy, are 
heaped upon Him. The pomps of the world 
disgrace Christ, yet we choose them. And 
what is this scarlet robe ? Is it not the cover- 
ing of my sins {Is. i. 18) put on Him 7 Jb. 
liii. 6. 

II. And when they had platted a crown of thorns^ 
they put it upon Hie head. lb. 29. 

" Thou crownedst Him with glory and wor- 
ship.*' In His kingdom, no crown is without 
a tnorn. The members of a thorn-crowned 
Head may not rest in earthly ease and self- 
indulgence. Do I ? 2 Tim. u. 6, 1*2. 

III. And a reed in His right hand. lb. 

They mocked, they smote, they ridiculed 
Thee. Yet Thou wert their King. Take me 
in Thine hand, O Lord ; use me as Thou wilt, 
so as I bow my soul before Thee, receive in- 
juries with patience, suffer in Thy name, gpve 
Thee glory. S. Matt. v. 39. 

Ztxi. 

King qfkingsy and Lard of lords. Rev. xix. 
16. 

MY LOitD — MT KINO — MY GOD I 
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Satitbdat. Fourth Week in Lent. 

BEHOLD THE MAN ! 

Jiead S. John xix. 4-7. 

I. Beholdj I bring Him forth to you^ that ye may know 

that I find no fault in Him. lb. 4. 

Except in us, there was no cause against 
Him. Behold Him! Is this the face that 
shone on Mount Tabor, now to behold ^^ the 
very scorn of men," but inwardly fair beyond 
the children of men ? Conform me, Lord, to 
Thy likeness. Ps, xxii. 6 ; xlv. 2. 

II. Pilate taiih unio them^ Behold the man! lb. 5. 

Perhaps in pity, that the multitude might 
relent. But to me the Father says, Behold 
the man ! Christ, thy help {S. John v. 7), 
thy Physician {Ps, ciii. 8) ; thyself too little 
trusting in Him {Pa, lii. 7) ; the good Samari- 
tan, who looks upon thee in mercy. 

III. When they .... eaw Him, they cried out^ 
saying. Crucify Him, crucify Him ! lb. 6. 

So unmoved is our evil nature. And why 
crucify Him? "Because He made Himself 
the Son of God." Would I be such in Him? 
I too must be crucified to the world ; the old 
man must die that the new may live to God. 
Gal, iv. 7; v. 24. 

There is one Mediator between God and 
meUf THE HAN Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
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ifxVS^ ^wxinm in Snit. 

PILATB AGAIN IN THE JUDGMENT- HALL. 

Read S. John xix. 8-12. 

I. When he heard that saying he was the fnore qfraid^ 

and went again into the judgment-hall. lb. 8, 9. 

He had been afraid of the people — now of 
God. Which shall prevail? Had he east off. 
that sinful fear of man this might have pre- 
vailed. He gave way then ; now he can- 
not resist Resist evil at the beginning, other- 
wise there is no safety. S, Matt, xii. 29. 

II. Knowest thou not that I have power 1 lb. 10, 
11. 

What! man have power to "release" or ''cru- 
cify" the God of aU ! So he indulged another 
passion, pride. Let me take warning. Think, 
then, of tne answer of Christ. Remember that 
ail power is of God ; of Him alone come all 
tibings. I am a poor instrument in His hands. 
Is. x\i, 1-4. 

III. From theno^orth Pilate sought to release Him, 
lb. 12. 

Still he listened to the Jews, not to God ; 
He feared not to lose the friendship of God 
but of Caesar. Which is mjr fear ? To which 
do I hearken ? Which do I choose? 8, James 
iv. 4. 

Sext. 

There were they in great fear where no fear 
was, Ps. liii. v. 



Far thoughts on the Gospel of the Day, see p. 916. 
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Monday. Fifth Week 

FILATE'8 SENTENCE UPON CHRIST. 

Read S. John xiz. 13-16. 

I. He aaUh unto the JewSf Behold your king I lb. 
14. 

Yet half in ridicule. He was only too ready 
to hear their cry, " Away with Him" — ** Cru- 
cifv Him I'' When once we hearken to the 
voice of passion, all is over. Let me acknow- 
ledge Thee, my Lord, condemned of men, yet 
set of God on nigh. Ps. ii. 6. 

II. He taith unio them^ Shall I cruo\fy your king % 
lb. 15. 

Once again he speaks for the Innocent— yet 
more for himself. ''We have no king but 
Cessar'^ will turn him. And they in their 
blindness acknowledge the tyxant who binds 
— not the Redeemer who sets free. Which do 
I acknowledge 7 Which do I serve? P^.lzxiv* 

III. Then deKvered he Him therefore unto them to 
be eruc\fied. lb. 16. 

A sentence unjust according to his own 
words ; cruel, because {S. Luke zziii. 24) he 
gives Him up to the fury of opponents. Yet 
Christ receives it meekly, as from the Father 
— willingly, as for me ! Oh, that I could so 
suhmit myself to my God I 1 Pet. iv. 19. 

Sext 

O Lord of koitSf vty King and my Ood. 
Ps. Izxxiv. 8. 
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in Lent. Tubsdat. 

CHBI8T BEABINO HIS CEOBB. 

Sead S. John xix. 17 (Simon of Cyrene, S. Matt, 
S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. And He^ bearing His orosa^ went forth. lb. 
That cross, borne so willingly, made heavier 

by my sins ! Its disgrace did not hinder His 
soul, nor its weight His weakened body from 
bearing it. Yet how do I, body ftnd soul, 
shrink from each cross ! Follow Him. He 
will give thee strength. S. John xii. 26 ; Ps, 
Izxzyi. 16. 

II. And as they came <mt^ they found . . . Stnwn 
.... him they oompelied to bear His cross* 
S. Matt zzvii. 32. 

This was an honour, to suffer yfith Jesus. 
If so to one compelled, how much more to 
those who are willing ! Henceforth may I be 
hindered by nothing — shame, evil counsel, 
fear— from suffering with Him. Glory awaits 
me. 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 

III. And there followed Him a great company, S. 
Luke zziii 27. 

Some from curiosity, some from ridicule, 
some to crucify Him — who that they might 
follow Him? Through all the way He wa- 
vered not. Not a day only, but all my life 
long let me take up and bear my cross. 
S. Matt, xvi 24. 

FoUaw thou Me, S. John xxi. 22. 
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Wednesday. Fifth Week 

JESUS CRUCIFIED. 

Compare each Gospel (Numb. xxi. 9 ; S. John iii 14). 

I. They gave Him vinegar {wirie^ S. Mark) to drmk^ 
mingled with gall; and . . . He would not drink. 
S. Matt, xxvii. 34. 

He just tasted its bitterness. The world 
offers its wine, but it is mingled with poison, 
and brings bitterness (Prov, xxiii. 32). Wine 
mingled with myrrh is like good actions with 
an evil intention, all worthless, offensive, vile. 
What are my intentions ? S, Jos, iii. 13, 14. 

II. There they crudjied Him, S. Luke xxiiL 33. 
He brought no earthly goods with Him into 

the world — He took none out. Stripped of 
all. He suffered for my sins I And I too, if I 
would be crucified to the world with Him, 
must have nothing but Him. Think of His 
anguish — His shame — His sacrifice — His love I 
How shall it be repaid, O my soul? Ps, 
cxvi. 12, 13. 

III. And two other with Him; on either side one^ 
and Jesus in the midst, S. John xix. 18. 

My Lord is numbered among the malefac- 
tors ! Surely my place was rather there. One 
of the three is hardened and unrepentant; 
one a sinner rescued as a brand from the 
burning! One only innocent — the Son of 
God. If I suffer, may it be with Him. 1 PeU 
iv. 14, 15. 

Crucified with Christy nevertheless I Uve ; 
yet not /. Gal. ii. 20. 
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in LenU Thubsbat. 

THEY CAST LOTS FOB HIS 6ABMENTS, AND BEYILE 
HIM AS KING OF THE JEWS. 

Read S. John xix. 19-24 ; S. Matt, xxvii. 35-43 

(S. Luke). 

I. Let us not rend ity but cast lots for it. lb. 24. 

So they fulfilled the prophecy (Ps, xxii. 18). 
Some have thought that this was the inner 
garment. Our outward man may fail (2 Cor, 
IV. 16); our inward affections may not be 
divided. True believers are the nearest to 
Christ. His garments — let them not be di- 
vided. 

II. Jesus of Nazareth^ King of the Jews, lb. 19. 
Dying, He received from His enemies the 

title which the wise men gave at His birth. 
Yet they desired not really to acknowledge 
Him. I will acknowledge Him — Jesus, my 
King, my Saviour ! I will cleave to His cross. 
1 6V. i. 23, 24 ; Acta iv. 12. 

III. They reviled Him. S. Matt xxvii. 39. 
Bidding Him, if He were what He said — 

if He could save Himself — if God cared for 
Him — " come down," and they would believe. 
For these causes, and for my sake, He came 
not down, persevering to the end in the cross. 
Do I also, as a true son of God, strive to fol- 
low Him in endurance ? S. Matt, xxiv. 13. 

€txt 

Charity never faileth — endureth aJl things, 
1 Cor. xiii. 
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Friday. Fifth Week 

THE WOBDS OF JE8UB I7P0N THE CROSS. 

1. For His murderers. 2. The penitent (Mtf, 
Read S. Luke xxiii 84-43. 

I. Father, FORGIVE them; for they know not 
WHAT they do. lb. 34. 

He pleads for others, who spake nothing 
for Himself — pleads His own Sonship, their 
alien and ignorant condition. Hence may 
I hope for myself: He intercedes for me. 
1 John ii. \y 2. 

II. Lord^ remember me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom. lb. 42. 

The penitent confesses his sin, acknowledges 
Christ, remonstrates with the wicked, prays 
for mercy, asks no relief from present suffer- 
ing, receives his cross in meekness! What 
grace Thou givest, O Lord 1 Give, O give me 
the same. Ps, xxv. 7. 

III. Verily I bay unto thee, To-day bhalt 

THOU BE WITH Me IN PARADIBE. lb. 43. 

The Saviour gives more than is asked. ''This 
day ;" not hereafter only. Not remembrance 
only ; but his presence *' with Me." Do 1 
desire to be with Him in paradise? I must 
here be crucified with Him. Am I in heart 
and affections ? 2 Tim» ii. 11. 

Sext. 

The one taken— -the other left. S. Matt 
xxiy. 40. 
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in Lent. Saturday. 

THE WORDS OF JESUS UPON THE CROSS. 

3. His mother and the beloved eUseiple, 
Read S. John xix. 25-27. 

I. There stood by the cross qf Jesus His mother, 
lb. 25. 

Who can imagine the agony of that hour to 
the Mother of Christ? Surely this was the 
sword that should pierce through her soul ! 
Yet she 'stood/ though a sad, still a firm and 
willing witness of the will of her God, pa^ 
tiently waiting on Him ! Eph. vi. 13. 

II. Woman, behold thy Son. lb. 26. 

Much she needed consolation, so Christ af- 
forded it to her. To whom did He commend 
her? To one who had leant on his bosom, 
who now stands by the cross. By such an 
one Christ, as it were, replaced Himself. In 
such we may see Him; with such have fel- 
lowship. Here is a test for me. S» Luke z. 
29, &c. 

III. Behold thy mother. lb. 27* 

To one who left his father to follow Christ 
(S. Mark i. 19), Christ bequeathed his Mother. 
If for love of Him we abandon earthly affec- 
tions and ties, He will give us spiritual ones. 
We may thus be brethren and children of His 
saints in Him. S, Mark x. 29. 

Having loved His own which were in tlie 

worldy He loved them unto the end, S. Johu 

... « 
xui. 1. 
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9Alm duntra^. 

THE WORDS OF JESUS UPON THE CROSS. 

4. Forsaken of Ood, 5. A thirst. 
Read S. Matt, xxvii. 45-49 ; S. John xix. 28, 29. 

I. My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me? lb. 46. (Ps. xxii. 1). 

From these awfully mysterious words we 
learn that Christ was a while deprived even 
of Divine assistance. What that was to Him 
we know not. Oh, that we never sought froA 
man what He had not even from God. Jer, 
xvii. 6. 

II. I Thirst. S. John xix. 28. 

In all things He would obey the Father's 
Will, the Father's word. So was it written 
(Ps, Ixix. 21), and His desire was to fulfil it 
all ; and this for our sakes ; such was His love. 
Ps. ex. 7. 

III. Thep filled a sponge with vinegar^ and put it 
upon hyssop^ and put it to His motUh, S. John 
xix. 29. 

And so may we deal with our blessed Lord 
when we give Him carnal instead of spiritual 
affections ; the dregs of our days instead of 
the vigour of life. How deeply drank He the 
cup of bitterness for me. How have I requited 
Him ? S, Luke xv. 18. 

ZtxU 
My soul thvrstethfor God, Ps. xlii. 2. 

For thoughts upon the Gospels of this week, see the ror»> 
going pages from Septuai^esima. See also p. 414. 
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THE WORDS OF JE8D8 UPON THE CROSS. 

6. The finished wcrh. 7. The ccmmended spirii. 
Read S. John xix. 30 ; S. Luke zxiii. 46. 

I. It is Finished, lb. 30. 

What God had willed, what Jesus had an« 
dertaken, all is done — all ! For His glory — 
tor our salvation. Oh^ that I could suihciently 
praise and love Him. What at my last hour 
shall I say ? Unprofitable, unworthy follower 
of my Lord. S, Luke xvii. 10 ; 2 Tim, iv. 7. 

II. Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
Spirit. lb. 46. 

In filial confidence to His Father — ^into His 
hands, that only quiet and secure place— not 
His body, but His spirit. Would I follow His 
example ? Do I love as a Son ? Is my will 
resigned to His ? Is my body crucified, and 
my soul set free for Him ? 1 5. Pet. iv. 19. 

III. And He bowed His head, and save np the 
Shost. lb. 30. 

Oh, the mystery ! The death of God I They 
only who know the extent of Divine love can 
compass this. It is for me tool Truly are 
we bought with a price (1 Cor. vi. 20), a 
countless price ! Incline, oh« incline, my 
head, my heart, my all, to Thy ways, O Lord. 
Ps, cxix. 112. 

Ztxu 

My meat is to do the uiUofHim that sent 
mef and tofimsh His work* S. John iy. 34. 
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Ciuietta^ in 1|oI$ Wittb. 



THE MIEACULOUS EVENTS AT CHRIST'S DEATH. 

Bead S. Matt xxvii. 51-53 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. The veil qftfie temple teas rent in ttoain, lb. 51. 

The ancient law was abolished ; the veil 
no more drawn over the ordinances of God : 
this the death of Christ should work in me ; 
the abolishing the old law of my fleshly mem- 
bers ; the freeing of my spiritual sight from 
all false ( Is, lis. 2) cloaks and coverings. 1 
Cor, V. 7. 

II. The earth did quake and the rocks rent, lb. 

Nature sorrowed for its Lord. Why do not 
I? I am but earth 1 Is it that I love the things 
of the earth more than Jesus ? {S, Luke zvi. 
13.) Is my heart as a rock that I cannot ? 
Give me, O Lord, a mortitied body, a rended 
heart. Then shall I also mourn. 

III. TJie graves were opened, lb. 52. 

In dying He destroyed death. The Saints 
arose. His death brings life to His people. 
Has it laid open the recesses of my conscience? 
Has it exposed {S, Matt, zziii. 27) all my 
false ways? Has it set me free to walk in 
newness of life? Heb. ii. 14. 

^ext 

A new and Umng loay . . . through the veilf 
tJiat is to say, His flesh, Heb. x. 20. 
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BSeTlnedtlfa^ in l&ol^ WitA. 

THE EMOTIONS PRODUCED IN SEVERAL PERSONS BY 
THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

Read 1 Cor. i. 18-31. 

I. 7^ eeniurion . . . said^ TrtUy this man was the 
Son qfGod. S. Mark xv. 39. 

From the natural fear of the outward tokens 
of God's majesty, he passed to the true fear 
and acknowledgment of God Himself. Others 
saw and heard, hut were not really moved. 
He was moved, for God touched his heart. In 
the depths of Christ's humility he confessed his 
Lord. 1 Cor, i. 18. 

II. And all the people that came together • . . smote 
their breasts and returned. S. Luke xziii. 48. 
These were hetter than the Chief Priests and 

Pharisees, who were not moved at all ; yet 
they made no confession, for they came toge- 
ther for a sight. Do I realise, more than 
they, Christ dying for me ? To so and to re- 
turn is of little avail ; I must abide widi Him. 
8. Luke X. 80-82. 

III. And all His acgtiaintanee and the women . . . 
stood afar off, beholding these things. lb. 49. 
Peter stood afar off and denied Christ. It 

is better to be near Him ; yet they stood 
where they might see Jesus and be seen of 
Him. God give me grace ever to look upon 
Him, the crucified, to draw near to Him, and 
be healed. Is. Ivii. 18, 19. 

ZtxU 
Notv in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ, 
Eph. li. 13. 
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THE PIERCED SIDE OF JEBU8. 

Read S. John xix. 81-37 (Num. xx. ; Zech. xii. ; 

Pb. xxii.). 

I. Thep saw that He was dead aiready, {and) they 
brtJce not His legs, lb. 33. 

He was found dead before their expecta- 
tion, hastening to perfect our redemption ; so 
was another prophecy fulfilled in Him. Well 
would it be ir, when our enemies beset us, we 
be found already crucified unto the world, dead 
unto sin, no longer open to their temptation. 
S, Luke xii. 60. 

II. One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side. 
lb. 34. 

Oh, the fountain of the love and mercy of 
Jesus ! laid bare, opened for me ! He gave 
His feet to Magdalene to caress, His hand 
to His Disciples to use in His name (Acts iii. 
7); and now His heart is poured forth for 
His siniiil, erring children. Is, Ixvi. 12. 

III. And forthwith came thereout blood and water, 
lb. 

Types, as many have believed, of the Sa- 
craments of His own appointment, the water 
with which we are wasned, the blood with 
which we are cleansed and fed. How He has 
loved us ! Oh, that I could love Him freely, 
and as He has loved me I 1 John v. 6. 

ZtxU 
He opened the rack of stone , and the waters 
flowed out, so that rivers ran in the dry places^ 
Ps. cv. 41. 
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THE CONTSMFLATION OF JESUS CEUCOTEO. 

Read S. John iii. 14, 15 (Num. xxi. 6-9). 

I. Behold^ and see ^ there he any sorrow like Ufito 
My sorrow. Lam. i. 12. 

They pierced My hands and My feet. (Ps, 
xxii. 16.) They gnashed upon Me with tneir 
teeth. {Ps. xxxv. 16.) I was numbered with 
the transgressors. {Is. liii. 12.) I looked for 
some to teke pity, but there was none. {Ps, 
Ixix. 20.) What profit is there in My blood ? 
{Ps. XXX. 9.) Consider these things. 

II. W?Mt are these wounds %n Thine hands? Zech. 
xiu. 6. 

If I ask Thee, O Lord, Thou hast already 
answered : *' Those with which I was wounded 
in the house of nay friends.'' Is it I ? Yea, 
Lord, in me. Truly Thou hast loved me, 
and given Thyself for me. {Eph. v. 25.) Do I 
love Thee? Grant me to say in truth, Lord, 
Thou knowest all things. Thou knowest that 
I love Thee. S. John xxi. 17. 

III. Ye are not your own^ ye are bought with a 
price. 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 

For Thou hast died for all, that they who 
live, live no more to themselves, but to Him 
■who died for them. (2 Car. v. 15.) What shall 
I render unto Thee, Lord 7 Take me, oh, 
take me, and make me Thine own. 

Look unto Me, and be ye saved. Is. xlv. 22. 
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eaitn (Cbr. 



CHRIST TAKEN DOWK FBOM THE CROSS AND RCTRIED. 

Compare all the four Gospels, (Is. liii. 9.) 

I. Joseph . . a disciple qf Jesus . . but secretly for 
fear qf the Jews, went in boldly unto Pilate. lb. ib. 

One only disciple ventured to shew such 
love. And this one, who, from fear of others, 
had concealed his faith. Such was the fruit 
of the Passion of Christ. No test is better 
than that we follow Him in |)eril and shame. 
8. Luke xvii. 18. 

II. And there came also Nicodemus, S. John xix. 89. 

He too, like Joseph, had been a secret dis- 
ciple, and now, together, openly profess their 
love. They cared for the body of our Lord ; 
they bore and tended it. And I may minister 
to His members. His suffering ones. His poor. 
Do I in love to Him ? S, Matt, xxv. 40. 

III. And laid it in his own new tomb. S. Matt. 
xxvii. 60. 

Him we bury in our hearts, when by faith 
we receive Him. Still more so in the Holy 
Sacrament. Like Joseph, let it be a *' new" 
(a renewed) resting-place — " in a rock," firm 
and faithful — guarded by devout thoughts and 
holy resolutions. S. John xiv. 23 ; Deut, 
zi. 8, 18. 

SText. 

Tkt/ word have I hid in mine heart, Ps . ex i x. 
1 1 . JBuried with him in Baptism. CCol. ii. 1 2.) 
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<f ailter 9a^« 



THE LORD 18 RISEN. HALLELUJAH I 

Re€td S. Luke zxir. 1-9 (Rom. vi.). 

I. He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures. 1 Cor. xy. 4. 

'' Heaviness may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning." Thirty-three 
years of sorrow, three days of bitter passion, 
brought in this glorious morn. So must we 
seek glory, first dying with Him. 2 Tim. ii. 11. 

IL / laid me doum and slept^ and rose up again, 
Ps. iii. 5. 

His body, His spirit, companions in the pas- 
sion, are again united in triumph. Oh, that 
I had a spirit to rejoice with Him, as did those 
of old. To insure this joy, I must abide in 
Him, and He in me, and be filled with His 
iove. 8. John xv. 9-11. 

III. As Christ was raised up ... so we also should 
walk in neumess of life. Rom. vi. 4. 

This is the fruit of His resurrection, that we 
should have new life in Him. The old man 
must be destroyed in us ; the fiesh must be 
mortified, if I would live that life. Do I live 
that life ? If so, how ? If not, why 7 Rom, 
viii. 13. 

€txu 

HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID. 8. Matt, 
xxviii. G. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 16L 
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<Ca£(ter JHontfa^* 



THE FACULTIES OF THE RISEN BODY. 

Read 1 Cor. xv. 35-68. 

I. It is ioum in corruption; it is raised in inoorrup- 
tion. lb. 42. 

The Holy One of God did not see corrup- 
tion, though He tasted death. We through 
Him shall be freed from disease, from death, 
from corruption, — ^these no longer have any 
dominion. So spiritually should it be with 
the soul of the living Christian. Rom. vi. 6. 

II. // is sown a natural body ; it is raised a spi- 
ritual body. lb. 44. 

The Body of Christ was not impedied by 
natural difficulties. {S, John xx. 19.)^ Nor 
should we be hindered by difficulties in the 
way of holiness, having power to do all 
things through Him. Phil, iv. 13. 

III. // is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: 
it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 
lb. 43. 

The righteous shall shine as the stars of 
heaven — now weak, then strong, and fitted 
for the perfect service of God. Even now 
should we live to the glory of God. Do I ? 
Tit. iii. 1 ; S. Matt. v. 16. 

7hey that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
Ps. cxxvi. 6. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 167. 
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tfadtet Cttedlrap. 



OF THE MAER8 WHICH REMAINED IN OUR LORD*8 

RISEN BODY. 

Read Rev. t. 

I. What are these wounds in Thine hands^ Zech. 
xiu. 6. 

They are the eternal proof of His suffering 
to all beings, — the way which He has led to 
elory, — for thus it was "needs be/' How 
dare I then shrink from suffering? May I 
make another path to glory 7 S. Luke xziy. 
46. 

II. / have graven thee upon the palms of Mine 
hands • . . IwiU not forget thee* Is. xlix. 15, 16. 

For the sake of His faithful followers, they 
are a memorial to Himself, for whom, for what 
He had suffered. He ever bears us in mind. 
Make me to remember Thee and forget the 
creature, O my Lord, otherwise shall I forget 
Thee. 1 Tim. ii. 4-8. 

III. Every eye shall see Him^ and they also which 
pierced Him, Rev. i. 7. 

To the impenitent they are condemnation, — 
to those who crucified Him then, to those who 
crucify Him now with sin, — yet a blessed sight 
to the redeemed. How shall I then look on 
Him ? 1 John ii. 28. 

We must through much trilndation enter into 
the kingdom of Uod. Acts xiv. 22. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 172, fro. 
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Wbdnbsday. In Easter 



THS MOTHER OF JESUS AFTER THE RESURRECTION. 

Read S. John xiy. 18-24. 
L Blessed are all they that wait for Him. Is. xxx.18. 
It is nowhere recorded in Scripture that 
she went to seek the Lord. '' Blessed is she 
that believed." Her spirit is known by her 
own words : " Be it unto me according as 
Thou wilt,'* She believed ; she waited His 
time. Let us learn from this. S. Luke zxi. 19. 

tl. He that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father^ 
and I wUl love him, and will manifest Myse^ 
to him. S. John xiv. 21. 

It is not said that He manifested Himself 
to her, as to others. But she knew this blessed 
promise. She waited to have it accomplished 
to her as seemed Him best. If. I so loved 
Him, I too might be sure of His blessed pre- 
sence, lb. 23. 

III. In the mttliitude of the sorrows that I had in 
my heart Thy comforts refreshed my soul. Ps. 
xciv. 19. 

In proportion to the trials she suffered, such, 
according to God's promises, was her conso- 
lation. Such too are the consolations of all 
His people. In my trials do I seek solace 
from earth or refreshment from His presence? 
2 Cor. i. 7. 

I will not leave you comfortless ; I toill come 
to you. S. John xiv. 18. 
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Week. Thursday. 



THE HOLY WOMEN GO TO THE SEPULCHRE. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 1. 

I. Very early in the morning they came unto the 
sepulchre J bringing spices, lb. 1. 

Love carried them forward. Follow them 
in spirit. They expended their substance, 
devoted their time, rose very early, went 
fearless of the guards, for love of their Lord. 
Dost thou love Him? go and do likewise. 
1 John iv. 18. 

II. WTm shall roll us away the stone ? S. Mark 
xvi. 3. 

They thought there would be a difficulty, 
where there proved to be none. Still, as they 
thought of it, they remembered their own 
weakness. Bo I bear in mind ray own in- 
sufficiency, and yet in faith go forward. S* 
Luke ix. 62 ; xviii. I, &c. 

III. They saw that the stone was rolled away. lb. 4. 

It was rolled away (<S. Matt.) with noise 
and an earthquake, — ^so the Divine Provi- 
dence had prepared the way. He is ever 
present to those who seek Him, smoothing all 
difficulties, removing all obstacles. Has He 
not done so for me ? Then let me trust Him. 
Pe. ix. 10 ; xli. 1. 

ZtxU 
We shall reap if toe faint not. Gal. vi. 9. 
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Friday. In Easter 



THE ANOEL INFOEMS THEM OF THE RESURRECTION 

OF CHRIST. 

Read S. Matt, xxviii. 2-6. 

I. Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jenu^ 
which was crucified, lb. 5. 

This was the reason why they need not fear. 
God sends consolation according to their need 
to those who seek Him. If I would have His 
comforts, I must abandon the love of myself, 
and of all but Jesus. Ps. Ixix. 82. 

II. He is not here ; He is men, as He said, lb. 6. 

They sought .Him in the tomb, among the 
dead. Where do I seek Him? In earthly 
comforts ? In sensual pleasures ? In worldly 
yanities 7 Does not conscience and the voice 
of the Spirit say, " He is not here." 1 Kings 
xix. 9. 

III. Comen see the place^ %;o. (lb. 6). And they found 
not the body of the Lord Jesus, S. Luke xxiv. 3. 

They loved Him ; but it was the body they 

wished to tend ; so they found Him not. He 

must be sought with a pure love. Our desires 

and intentions must not be mingled with self 

. and earthliness. Are mine ? Prov, i. 28^ &c. 

Why seek ye the living among the dead? 
S. Luke xxiv. 6. 
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Week. Satubdat. 



THE WOMEN REPaOVED, AND SENT TO TELL THE 

DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Mark zvi. 5-8. 

I. Ve seek Jesus of Nazareth, lb. 6. 

They ought to have received the words of 
the angel with thankfulness and faith. They 
were seeking Jesus, but not in the risht place 
nor in the right way. The God of the living 
will not be found in the tomb. CdL iii. 1. 

II. He is risen ; He is not here, lb. 

Here was the proof of His resurrection. 
Here I may find the test of spiritual life. Am 
I where I was, in the grave of corruption and 
sin, in languor, in lifelessness 7 Or have I 
passed away from these and risen ? S, Matt, 
viii. 21, 22 ; Is, zzxviii. 19. 

III. Go , . . teU His disciples that He is risen from 
the dead. S. Matt xxviii. 7. 

What I These who forsook Him and fled. 
God deals to us the measure of His love, not 
of our deserts. (P*. xxv. 7.) Deal so with me, 
O Lord. Why, then, these fears ! {Mark xvi. 
8.) Where is faith, hope, love ? 

Perfect love castetk out fear, 1 S. John iv. 
18. 
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dTtrUt dtinUap after Salter. 



THB WOMEN 00 AMD TELL PETER AND JOHN. 

Read S. Luke zxiv. 1-8. (S. John zx.) 

I. Tell hit disciples {and Peter ; S. Mark). lb. 7. 

Peter, who had confessed Him, who had 
denied Him, who had repented and wept. 
See the tenderness of God, and hope in His 
compassion. He will not cast me oW, though 
in frailty I have sinned. Mai. iii. 6, 7. 

II. Their words seemed to them as idle tales, S.Luke 
zxiv. 11. 

Christ had foretold it, the women report it, 
yet the disciples " believed them not." God 
leads us now by inward calls and outward 
ordinances. How often have I treated them 
as idle tales. Is. vii. 9 ; liii. 1. 

III. Thep have taken away the Lord out of the 
sepulchre, S. John zz. 2. 

This was the report of Mary Magdalene. 
Her sorrow and love carried her away. The 
angel had said, " He is risen." Even my 
best affections and zeal must be watched, lest 
they load me into error. Rom. x. 2. 

Her sins, uhich are many, areforgwen ; for 
she loved much, S. Luke vii. 47. 



Foi thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 176. 
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First Week after Easter. Monday. 

PETEB AND JOHN RUN TO THE SEPULCHRE. 

Read S. John xx. 1-10. 

I. Peter went forth^ and that other disciple^ and 
came to the sepulchre. lb. 3. 

They wish to know of the truth for them- 
selves, not trusting those who believed not 
It is not what others do, but what I ought to 
do^ that should guide me. S. John iv, 41, 42. 

II. The other disciple did outrun Peter. lb. 4. 

" Both ran together," but he whom JesuB 
loved, he who loved Jesus, he who leaned on 
His bosom, was the foremost. Divine love 
does not creep, but fly to its objects. Have I 
those seraph wings ? 1 Cor. ix. 24-26. 

III. He saw^ and believed. lb. 8. 

He let Peter enter first ; he himself waited 
awhile. Learn hence to be humble, unhurried, 
and considerate. His reward was the remem- 
brance of his Master's words : he saw and be- 
lieved. S, Luke X. 23. 

ZnU 
They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; tliey shaU mount up with unngs 
as eagles ; they shaJU run , and not be weary ; and 
they slioH walk, and not faint. Is. zl. 31. 
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Tuesday. First Week 

CHBIBT APPEARS TO PETEB. 

Read S. Luke xziv. 12, 38, 34 (1 Cor. xt.). 

I. He (Peier) departed^ wondering in hitnte^. Ih. 

12. 

Meditating on what he had seen, as it would 
appear, alone. Such is a disposition of mind 
apt to see and receive God. The more we retire 
apart from earthly things, the more likely, we 
are to find Him. Has, ii. 14. 

II. 7%0 Lord is risen indeed^ and haih appeared 
to Simon. lb. 34. 

Not to John who stood by the cross, but to 
Peter who fled and denied Him, now penitent. 
So mercifully does He deal with ana esteem 
the penitent soul. Do I so seek Him in peni- 
tence 7 8. Luke xt. 20, &c. 

III. He was seen ofCephae, 1 Cor. xv. "S. 

The last time our Lord '^ looked on Peter,'^ 
it was in sorrow and shame ; now He *' is seen 
of Cephas" in joy and love. What a lesson to 
me of entire forgiveness of all who have of- 
fended ! B. Matt. vi. 15. 

Ye shall he $orrou)ftUf but your sorrow shaU 
be turned into joy. S. John xvi. 20. 
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after Easter, Wednbbdat. 

MAGDALENE AT THE 8EPULCHBB. 

Read S. John xz. 10-14. 

I. Marp stood without at the eeptdohre weeping. 

lb. 11. 

Here was one standing near the tomb, sad, 
looking for her Lord, weeping. Why? For 
she loved much. Consider, my soul, dost thou 
seek Him, long for Him, mourn His loss? 
S, Luke yii. 47. 

II. And teeth two angele in white ntttng. lb. 12. 

She waited awhile, and before long received 
help. Persevere in holy watching for God, 
and He will not long leave thee to thyself. It 
may now be dark, it will not be so always. 
Ps, xxzvi. 0. 

III. Why weepeat thou f . . Because they have taken 
away my Lord (/ know not where). lb. 13. 

Who should not weep for the loss of Christ? 
Would that I did so more. If MagdaJene 
wept, who was not the cause of her loss, how 
much more I, who banish Him by sin. Ctmt* 
T. 2-6. 

€txt 

Thau hidest Thy face, they are troubledL 
Ps. civ. 29. 
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Thursday* First Week 

CHRIST APPEARS TO MAODALENE UNKNOWN. 

Read S. John xx. 14-16. 

I. She saw Jeaus standing^ and knew not that it was 

Jesus. lb. 14. 

While she sought Him He was at hand. 
He is ever nigh to them that seek Him. 
Though wo know Him not, it is He. We 
shall one day see Him as He is. Ps, czix. 2 ; 
Is. xlv. 15. 

II. Why weepest thou 9 Whom seekest thou f lb. 
15. 

He asks, that our hearts may answer Him 
and seek Him with greater earnestness. Do 
I seem deserted of &od and desolate, I will 
seek Him but the more, and surely find Him. 
Deut. iv. 20-31. 

III. Teli me where thou hast hud Him. lb. 

She spake as one ignorant of what she said. 
Such was the force of her love and her desires. 
Notwithstanding both Jews and Romans, if she 
could but find Him, she would take Him. How 
far am I from such love ! Lord, give me more. 
Cant, iii. 2. 

ZixU 
I love them that love Me ; and thetf that seek 
Me early shall find Me. Prov. viii. 17. 
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after Easter. Friday. 

CHRIST MADE KNOWN TO MAGDALENE. 

Read S. John xx. 16-18. 

I. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She tumeth herself^ 
and saith unio Him, Rabboni, lb. 16. 

What tenderness, gentleness, friendship, 
love, in that one word of Christ's ; >vhat re- 
verence, humility, adoration^ joy, in that 
word of hers. So are the master and disciple 
known ; so will God speak to me ; so may I 
to Him. S. John x. 14. 

IL Jeswi saitli 'into her^ Touch me not, lb. 17. 

Probably there is a great mystery in this. 
He was not to be touched because He was not 
then ascended. How can He now? By faith, 
in His Sacraments, in His Word ; yet learn 
that He will have our love a reverential love. 
Heb. xii. 28. 

III. Go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto My Father and your Father^ lb. 

She would shew her love lying at His feet, 
as formerly sitting there. He would have her 
prove it by willing service and love to others. 
He would have them prepared for His depar- 
ture, and look to God as their Father. In all 
these things I too am taught. S. John xiv. 
12 ; xvi. 16. 

Ztxt 
My sheep hear My voice, and I hnow ifiemf 
and they follow Me. S. John x. 27. 
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Saturday. First Week after JEaater, 



CHftlBT AFFEAB8 TO THE OTHER WOMEN. 

Read S. Matt. xxTiii. 5-11. 

I. Behold Jesus met them, saying^ All hail. lb. 9. 

It appears as if Mary Magdalene had re- 
joined them and told them of the Lord. He, 
then, whom they now desired to see, ia re- 
vealed unto them. Blessed are they who so 
desire. Ps, cvii. 9. ' 

II. They eame, and held Him hy ihefeety and woT' 
shipped Him. lb. 

Think of their reverent affection and joy. 
That was now permitted which had been before 
refused. It is my duty to seek the consolation 
of intercourse with God. It is His to ^x the 
time which He will surely vouchsafe to those 
who persevere. S. Luke xviii. 1-8. 

III. Go tell My brethren that they go into GaHlee; 
there shall they see Me. lb. 10. 

Yes, even those who deserted Him. These 
He still calls His brethren. Such charity I 
ought to imitate. (S. Matt, xviii. 15.) In 
Galilee they were to meet Him, away from 
the clamour of the city. Where shall I then 
find Him ? Ps. iv. 4 (Com. P». B. V.). 

8ext. 

Unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time imtnout sin unto sahxitum. 
Heb. iz. 28. 
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deconti dunlKa^ after <!^aiUt. 



CHAIST MEETS THE TWO DISCIPLES ON THEIE 
JOO&NEY TO EMMAU8. 

Read S. Luke xzir. 1^-16 (Deut. tL 4, &c). 

I. Two of them went thtU . . day to a village. lb. 1 8. 

They were sad at the death of Christ, and 
doubtnil of His resurrection. They sought 
relief in the country instead of abiding for the 
promised day. We ought not to seek conso- 
lation in outward things, but quietly abide 
His time. Ps, Ix. 11. 

II. They talked together efaU iheee thinge . • • and 
. . Jesiu Himse^drew near, lb. 14, 15. 

The sheep wandered, but the Shepherd of 
Love was at hand, now to prepare their 
minds for heavenly joys. They talked of His 
passion. Such discourse pleased Him ; so He 
joined Himself to them. In such converse, 
O Lord, draw near to me. 8, Matt. ix. 86. 

III. But their eyes were holden that they should not 
know Htm, lb. 16. 

Was this their excess of sorrow 7 How often 
He is near in our chastisements, yet we see 
Him not. This is the time for me to gird up 
my mind, and see and acknowledge Him. Jok 
ix. 11, 12. 

€txt» 

It is good that a man should both hope and 
quietly wait for the salvcUion of the Lord, Lam. 
111. 26. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 351. 
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Monday. Second Week 

HB INQUIEE8 WHAT THEY TALK OP. 

Read lb. 17-24 (Deut. 3d. 18, &c.). 

I. WTiat manner of communications are these thai 
ye have one to another ? lb. 17. 

He well knew ; yet asked, that they might 
open their griefs and be healed. (S. Jos, v. 
16.) He loved to be reminded of His passion, 
which now daily we may plead to Him. What 
is my discourse with others ? Of earthly or 
heavenly things? 

II. They said unto Him^ Coneemmg Jesus ofNor 
zareth, lb. 19. 

He had asked, What things 7 as if forgetful 
of what He had suffered. How little like those 
who dwell on their wrongs or troubles. He 
has done all fbr us ; we out little for Him. 
Thil iii. 13, 14. 

III. We trusted that it had been He which should 
have redeemed Israel. lb. 21. 

Here thejr shew how weak their faith was, 
not even seeing redemption in His death I Do 
I acquiesce in the Divine will where I cannot 
understand it ? This I ought to do, remem- 
bering how God works by means when I can- 
not foresee the end. Job zxiii 8-10. 

They that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard 
it, Mai. iii. 16. 
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after Easter. Tubsoat. 

CHBIST BEPBOVES THEIB VNBBUBF. 

Mead lb. 25-28 (2 Cor. ir. 8, &e-.). 

L Ofooltf and sUw qf heart to believe. lb. 25. 

These were severe but friendly words ; 
8]poken in charity, recefved in meekness. So 
ffive (I Pet. ii. 20), so receive, blame. But 
do I aeserve this blame ? Am I slow to believe, 
or slow to live a practical faith ? S. Matt. 
xvm. 16. 

II. Ought not Chritt to have suffered f lb. 26. 

This was what they would not believe. How 
slow we all are to believe the necessity of His 
cross for us, or ours for Him. Am I readv to 
suffer for Him ? or would I share His glory 
without suffering, who could not without it 
enter into His own. 2 Tim, iii. 12. 

III. Ife expounded unto them *n all the Soripturee 
the things concerning Himself, ^h. 27. 

He first spake soothingly ; then reproved ; 
now He instructs. What a lesson of kindness 
and wbdom. Compare with it thine own 
methods with others. And for myself, what I 
teach, that do I practise ? Rom. li. 17-23. 

Lord, I believe ; help Thou mine unbelief. 
S. Mark ix. 24. 
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Wbdnesday. Second Week 

HE 18 INVITED TO ABIDE WITH THEM. 

Read lb. 28-81. 

I. He made at though He wduid have pone Jurther. 

lb. 28. 

Not bat that He desired to stay, only He 
MTOuld have them ask in love. He knows our 
wants; He would have us know them, and 
pray accordingly. Is he absent? Do I seek 
to bring Him back ? He will surely come. Ps, 
xci. 15 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 35-37. 

II. They eonUrained Him^ saying. Abide with tu, 
lb. 29. 

They, who knew Him not ! and I, who do 
know Him, do I constrain and entreat Him ? 
Their desires increased, for night drew on. It 
may even now be night with me. Is He abid- 
ing in me, and I in Him ? S, Lake xii. 20. 

III. He tPent in to tarry with them, lb. 

Oh, what jo^ and happiness to have Him as 
their guest. Him in the first and highest seat. 
Which does He hold in my heart, in my affec- 
tions, in my practice ? S. John xiv. 23. 

Sext 

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: 
for thereby some have entertained angels ttn* 
awares, Heb. xiii. 2. 
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after Easter. ^ Thubboat. 



CHRIST KNOWN IN BREAKING OF BREAD. 

Read lb. 30-35. 

I. He took breads and blessed i/, and brake^ and gave 
to them. And their eyes were opened. lb. 30, 31. 

" And they knew Him." That we may 
know Him too, He has given us the same 
breaking of bread. We too may have our 
eyes open to Divine things. Is this its effect 
on me? If not, why not? Ps. cxix. 190. 

II. And He vanished out f^ their sight. lb. 

Giving them no time for visible, tangible 
adoration ; not prolonging their heavenly joys 
and consolation. Even mese ma^ not be al- 
ways had on earth. Faith exercises and ap- 
propriates them now, and waits patiently for 
full enjoyment. Is. liv. 7, 8. 

III. Did not ottr heart bum within tts ? lb. 32. 

Not in the breaking of bread, but in the 
way, while He was unknown. Such should be 
my affections, in the hearing, reading, speak- 
ing of Divine things. So He speaks to me ; 
so shall He be known to me also. Is my heart 
so enkindled ? Jer. xx. 9. 

ZtxU 

The sheep follow Him, for they know His 
voice. S. iiohn x. 4. 
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Fkiday. Second Week 



HE APPEAES TO THE AB8SMBLBD DISCIPLES. 

Compare S. Luke xxiv. 36, &c toUh S. John xx. 

19, &c 

I. The same day^ at evening . . . oame Jesus, lb. 

Not till evening. They were slow to believe, 
and He delayed His coming. Now their doors 
were closed for fear of the enemy. Would I 
be visited of Him? First, then, believe in 
Him. Bar the entrance of thy heart against 
all evil. Ps, cxxxix. 23^ 24. 

II. And stood in the midst, lb. 

Equally seen of all. Their Master, Gaide^ 
Friend, Shepherd, Protector. Is He in the 
midst of us? of me? and of all mine 7 In our 
hearts. Receive Him there. Where two or 
three are in His name there is He. S, MaiU 
xviii. 20. 

III. And saith'. , , Peace be unto you. Why are 
ye troubled ? It is I Myself, S. Luke. 

He is our peace and our salvation. Throup^h 
Him we h&ye peace with God, and by Him 
peace in ourselves, being conformed to the will 
of God, and for Him peace with all men, by 
charity, patience, love. Ps, xxxv. 3 ; xxvii. 9. 

The Lord shall give His people the blessing 
of peace, Ps. xxix. 10. (Com. Pk. B. V.) 
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after Easter. Saturday. 

CHRIST SHEWS THEM HIS HANDS AND FEET. 

Read S. Luke xxIt. 37-40. 

I. ITtep were terrified and affrightedy and supposed 
that they had seen a spirit, lb. 

Yet it was the Lord, but they knew Hiin 
not. How often holy thoughts and views of 
God, or practical truths, are set aside. We 
fear to encounter them, we treat them as illu- 
sions, and so neglect them. Ps, Ixxyiii. 68. 
(Com. Pb. B. V.) 

IL And he said . . Why are ye troubled ? lb. 38. 

For they who are endued with constancy 
and repose on God are not troubled with 
sudden fears. How do they act on me? If 
thus, have I endeavoured to foresee, and in 
prayer to provide for, my need ? S. Mark 
xiii. 33; Bph. vi. 13, 18. 

IIL Behold My hands and Myfeety that it is I My- 
self, lb. 39. 

Blessed Lord, who she west Thyself the help, 
the peace of Thy people, when in fear of dif- 
ficulty or trial, here is my hope, my stay. In 
Thy sufferings for me, and in Thy glory, is 
the pledge ofmy future joy. 1 Pet, iv. 13, 

Ztxt 

The Prince of life whom Ood hath raised 
from the dead. Acts iii. 16. 
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CfiM duntla^ after Cantor. 



CHRIST TAKES FOOD WITH THE DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Luke xxiy. 41-43. 

I. While they yet believed fwtfor joy • . He said . • 
Have ye hire any meat 9 lb. 

Thus in every way He seeks to persuade 
men to believe on Him. His messengers. 
His teaching, His miracles, now even the 
very nature of His body, is exhibited to them. 
In every way should we persuade others for 
their good. I)o I in any ? S. Matt. xxi. 33-37. 

II. And they gave Him . . . And He took it and did 
eat. lb. 42, 43. 

Their fare was very simple ; they gave Him 
the best that they had : the broiled fish, em- 
blem of a soul prepared for Him ; the honey- 
comb, emblem of a pure, loving, holy will. 
Are my offerings such ? 2 Cor. viii. 12. 

III. Then foere the disciples ylad^ 4[o. S.Johnxx. 
20. 

They saw their Lord once more, not re- 
proaching them for their flight, but comfort- 
ing them with His presence. How often has 
He so beneficently dealt with me. I will re- 
pent and still hope in Him. JRom. viii. 32. 

€txt 
Blessed is he that shaU eat bread in the hing- 
dam of God. S. Luke xiv. 16. 

For thoughts OD the Gospel of the dajb boo p. 189. 
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Third Week after Easter. Monday. 

HE OFEN8 TO THEM THE 8CRITTI7RE8. 

Read S. Luke zxiy. 44-48 (Pa. zix.). 

I. AU things must hefulfiUed. lb. 

He reminds them of His passion and death. 
These were before decreed of God, and He 
submitted. Have I learnt to desire the fulfil- 
ment of His will in me ? Do I see His hand 
in every trial ? Ps, czzxy. 6, 6. 

II. Then opened He their understanding. lb. 45, 

That the^ miffht understand the Scriptures, 
not for their safes only, but for ours to whom 
their Gospel has come down. Do I not re- 
ceive it heartily 7 It is because of self-will 
and worldly seli-loye. These hinder my sight. 
2 Car. iv. 3, 4. 

III. Thus it is teritten, and thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer. lb. 46. 

'^Thus,'' from the necessity^ of atonement, 
from love to man, from obedience to the Fa- 
ther, He suffered as it behoved Him ; and we 
too must follow Him, bearing our trials in re- 
signation, in love, in obedience to His will. 
1 ret. iv. 17-19. 

Sfxt. 

Open Thau mine eyes, that I tnay behold the 
wondrous things out of Thy law. Fs. cxix. 18. 
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TuBSDAY. Third Week 

HE GIVES TO THEM THE HOLY RPIBIT AND THE 
POWER OF ABSOLUTION. 

Read S. John xx. 21-23. 

I. As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. • 

lb. 21. 

His ambassadors sent forth even as Himself! 
AVhat a calling ! Co-operating with Him for 
the salvation of men. How does it behove 
them to labour ; how does it behove me to 
receive them. 1 Cor, iv. 1, 

II. Receive ye the Holy Ohoat. lb. 22. 

As He breathed life into Adam, so now the 
spirit of life and truth into His Apostles. 
But upon all according to their vocation is this 
gift poured. Have 1 then its inward life? 
1 Cor, xii. 13 ; Job xzxiii. 4. 

III. Whosesoever sins ye remit they are remitted 
unto them. lb. 23. 

Here is another mercy, fallen man a channel 
of pardon to his fellow-sinners. Oh, the ]ove of 
Christ to our souls. Do I esteem this mercy ? 
Do I bend my heart and soul to receive it 
when ministered ? 2 Cor. v. 18. 

€txU 
He that receiveih you receiveth Me, He 
that heareth you heareth Me, He that de- 

2n8eth you despiseth Me. S. Matt. Xr 40 ; S. 
uke X. 16. 
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after Easter. Wedwbsday. 

TH£ UNBELIEF OF THE APOSTLE THOMAS. 

Read S. John xx. 24, 25. 

I. Thomas^ one of the twelve^ was not with them when 
Jesits came* lb. 24. 

He disbelieved the disciples from Emmaus, 
and departed from tbeir company. Confi- 
dence in his own judgment and disunion : both 
freat faults. So he lost this presence of his 
lOrd. Let me beware. Heb, iii. 18, 19. 

II. The other disciples therefore said unto him^ We 
have seen the Lord, lb. 25. 

First, like the rest, he disbelieved the words 
of two of his brethren; now Ke disbelieves all: 
80 one fault leads to another. Do I trust my- 
self and my own opinions ? See whither it 
may lead me. S, Mark xvi. 14. 

III. He said unto them, Except- 1 shall see , .. I 
wUl not believe, lb. 

Here is the root of the evil : Except I shall 
see ? Faith is not sight. Much must be taken 
on trust ; first trusting God, and in Him those 
through whom He is pleased to instruct us, 
Heb. xi. 1. 

€txt 

Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
luive believed, S. John xx. 29. 
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TnuBSDAT. Third Week 



CHRIST APPEAaS TO THE DISCIPLES WHEN THOMAS 

IS PRESENT. 

Read S. John xx. 26-29. 

I. After eight days again His disciples were unthint 
and Thomas with them. lb. 26. 

Eight days in unbelief I If any rise from 

such a state, it is of the alone mercy of God. 

He sought one poor sinner, but in the sisht of 

^ the others, that he might confess his fault be- 

' fore them, and give them joy. JBph, ii. 4-8. 

II. Then eame Jesus^ the doors being shut, lb. 

Yet it was with closed doors ; the brethren 
might know his fault, but not the world 
without. Am I careful of the reputation of 
others, and tender to them ? Do I close the 
door of my lips lest I wound a brother ? Go/, 
vi, 1. 

III. And stood tn the midst^ and said^ Peace be unto 
you, lb. 

There alone is peace where Jesus is in the 
midst; where He is the centre of all our 
hopes, our thoughts, our words, our works ; 
there is joy, and there peace. Do I seek it, 
do I find it in Him ? 8. John zvi. 83. 

ZtxU 
He is our peace, Eph. ii. 14. 
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after JEaster, Friday. 

THE WORDS OF CHRIST AND THOMAS. 

Read S. John xx. 27, j-c. 

I. Theti saith He to Thomas. lb. 

He turns to one only, and speaks to him. 
He was the greater and persevering offender. 
His, therefore, was the greatest necessity. 
True sons of God thus in charity deal with 
those that have trespassed against them. Do 
11 S. Matt, y. 44, 45. 

II. Reach hither thy finger^ and behold My hands 
. , . be notfaiihlesSi but believing, lb. 

Thus Christ proved Himself God, and pre- 
sent when Thomas had refused his belief. Had 
he weighed that presence {Eccles, v. 2, and see 
p. 177) then he would have spoken more cir- 
cumspectly. Christ in meekness and mercy 
reproves him, and with the reproof instructs 
him. 

III. Thomas said . . . My Lord and my God. lb. 28. 

How few, how full his words of confession I 
Sorrow and love fill his heart ; his Lord whom 
he fears, his God whom he loves, is now ac- 
knowledged. Is he my Lord and my God X 
How do I prove this my confession? MaL L 6. 

Ztxt 

I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour. Is. xliii. 8. 
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Saturday. Third Week after Easter, 



CHRIST APPEARS AT THE SEA OF TIBERIAS. 

Recid S; John xxi. 1-5. 

I. Sinum Peter saith , , I go aJUhing. They say . . 

We oho go toith thee. lb. 3. 

What simple union with each other, consi- 
deration for each other ! In all my dealings 
with others how do I act ? If leading them, 
do I seek their good ; if following, do I con- 
sent cheerfully? Ps, cxzxiii. 1. 

II. That night they caught nothing, lb. 

And well God ordered this fruitlessness, that 
they mi^ht know that in the strength of their 
Lord only could they prosper. Have I learnt 
His all-sufficiency^ and my own nothingness. 
P*. cxxvii. 1, 2. 

III. When the morning was oome^ Jesus stood on 
the shore. lb. 4. 

But they knew Him not. We, like they, 
fish in the waters of this life, -but too often for 
honour, pleasure, &:c. What have 1 gained ? 
Nothing real I To Thee I confess it, O Lord ! 
Except in Thee and by Thee there is no good. 
Bam, yi. 21. 

Withjout Me ye can do nothing* S. John 
XV. 6. 
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iPottrtfi dunHa^ aiUx Caittv. 



CHRIST DIBCOYERS HIMSELF TO THE DISCIPLES. 

Read S. John xxi. 6-9, 

I. Ctist the net on the right side of the ship. And 
now they were not able to draw it, lb. 

' The Lord commanded, and though scarcely 
known to them, they obeyed, and prospered. 
By His power He prepared His creatures for 
them. Do I cultivate an obedient spirit? Do 
I trust myself or the Lord for success 7 1 Cor. 
111. 6. 

II. It is the Lord, lb. 7. 

The disciple whom Jesus loved first knew 
Him. His was a pure, a loving, a fervent 
spirit. He saw God, and led his brother to 
see Him. 8, John xiv. 21 ; IS, John i. 3. 

III. When Simon Peter heard that it wtu the 
Lord, he cast himself into the sea, lb. 

Such was his fervour and his fearlessness ; 
let me compare with it my own slothfnlness 
towards' my Lord. Let me no longer delay. 
Peter ventured, and sunk not ; nor shall I if 
I trust in Him. Ps. xxii. 4, 5. 

Ztxt, 

The hand of the Lord shall be known towards 
His servants. Is. Ixvi. 14. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 189, 204. 
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Monday. Fourth Week 



THEY PARTAKE OF THE FOOD HE PREPARED. 

Read S. John xxi. 9-14. 

L As soon as they were come to land, they saw afire 
qfco€Us . . arid fish . • atid bread, lb. 9. 

Even in His risen body He ministered to 
them as a servant. Shall I decline such offices, 
who am bat dust ? All was ready, for it was 
prepared of Christ. In all that i have I will 
acknowledge Him. Pb, civ. 27, 28, &x}. 

II. Bring of the fish which ye have now cattght. 
lb. 10. 

Fish were already prepared, yet Christ would 
have them complete their toil, and see His 
work. In such a spirit should I labour, and 
give thanks to Him. Ps, ciii. 1, 2. 

III. Jesus saith unto them. Come and dine. lb. 12. 

It was a kind and benevolent invitation then, 
but it spake of a better one to which I too 
most unworthily am invited. Have I in heart 
accepted it ; am I in diligence preparing for 
it 7 It is His will, He has prepared it for me. 
S. Luke zxii. 30 ; Rev, iii. 20. 

9rxt, 

/ am among you as he that serwtk. &• 
Luke xxii. 27. 
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after Easter. I'^bsdat. 

CHBI8T COMMITB HIS SHEEP TO PETEB. 

Read S. John xxi. 15-17. 

I. Lovest thou Me more than these 1 lb. 15. 

This needful question for the chief of the 
Apostles. Well misht he be sorrowful who 
thrice had denied Christ. Dost Thou ask me 
the question, Lovest thou Me? How can I 
answer it ; I who have so sinned against Thy 
love. 1 8. John ii. 15. 

II. Lord^ Thou knoweet that I love Thee. lb. 16. 

He will not now say, ^'more than these." 
Enough if he loves his Lord in truth at all. 
No more " I know," but ** Thou knowest." 
Knowledge of myself will teach me to think 
worse of myself, better of others. Oh, that I 
may truly have Him as my witness that I do 
love Him. Phil, ii. 3 ; JRom. viii. 10. 

III. Feed My lambs . . . Feed My sheep. lb. 15, 17. 

Here, then, is His will— our own test — ^the 
evidence to others of our love. Labour for 
Him. Bo I do so in the garden of my own 
soul, who am one of His sheep ? Do I refrain 
from offending His little ones — His lambs? 
Do I seek in Him to do good unto all men ? 
Oal. vi. 10. 

Sext. 
Thouy O Lordy knowest me ; Thou hast seen 
me, and tried mine heart towards Thee. Jer. 
xil. 3. 
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Wednesday. Fourth Week 



CHRI8V FORETELLS PETER* 8 MARTYRDOM, AND 
ANSWERS THE QUESTION ABOUT S. JOHN. 

Read S. John xxi. 18*25. 

T. Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and (mother 
shall ffird thee. lb. 18. 

He who DOW had learnt to fear his owd con- 
stancy, is now assured of it, even to death. 
What may come to me from others I know 
not ; God ^rant me myself to cnicify the flesh, 
and to receive as from Him trials which come 
by other hands. Gen, xyi. 9 ; zxii. 

II. Lord^ and what shall this fnan dof lb. 21. 

Our Lord bid him " Follow Me." He looked 
round and saw S. John, and asked our Lord 
of him. If we look off from Jesus and con- 
cern ourselves with others, we do not wisely. 
John was meekly following. Let me follow 
also. Heb» xii. 2. 

IIL What is that to thee ? follow thou Me. lb. 22. 

Curiosity in the concerns of others is not 
according to the mind of God. I have enough 
to do with myself. Am I tempted to ask 
what others think, say, or do, remember 
the words, " What is that to thee V 1 Pet. 
iv. 16. 

Follow thou Me. lb. 
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fkfier Easter. Thubsdat. 

CH&I8T AFPEABB TO HOBE THAN FIVE HUNDBED. 

Read S. Matt, xxviii. 16, 17 (1 Cor. xy. 6). 

I. Then the eleven disciplee went away into Galilee 
into a mountain, lb. 

And at the same place, it is supposed, were 
gathered the five hundred. Christ had bidden 
the eleven; they had bidden others. Whateyer 
He has vouchsafed to us, we should enlarge 
our affections, and extend help to those who 
need. 1 Pet. iv. 10. 

II. Where Jesui had appointed them. lb. 

There they went, and there, according to 
His promise. He met them. " Faithful is He 
that hath called us.'' Am I faithful to Him ? 
Has not He been more than faithful to me ? 
Heb. X. 23. 

III. When they taw Him^ they worshipped Him : 
but some doubted. lb. 

He has the homage of true believers ; yet 
some even now doubted. Oh, the hardness of 
man's heart I Oh, the hardness of mine ! yet 
soften it, O Lord, that with Thy faithful ones 
I may ascend Thy mountain, may believe and 
adore. S. Luke xii. 29 ; Ps, cxxi. 1. 

Ztxt. 

JSxdU ilte Lord our Ood, and worship at His 
holy km ; for the Lord our Qod is holy. Ps. 
xcix. 9. 
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pRiDAT. Fourth Week 



THE DISCIPLES SENT FORTH TO ALL NATIONS. 

Read S. Matt, xxviii. 18, 19. 

I. AU power is given unto Me in heaioen and in 

earth, lb. 

That, indeed, which was His, who was one 
with the Father, is again given to Him, the 
reward of His cross and passion. What have 
I won in this way ? Do I desire victories so 
gained? Do I acknowledge His? Rev. y. 12, 
13. 

II. Go ffe therefore, and teach all nations. lb. 19. 
"Therefore ;" in His strength, by His autho- 
rity, His ambassadors and ministers go forth, 
and all Christians have their call to au within 
their reach ; none are shut out from His mercy 
^I was not ; None, least of all the poor and 
sorrowing may be from mine. S. McLtt, xxv. 
40. 

III. Baptising them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holt Ghost. lb. 

Baptism instead of circumcision. Here is 
part of that lighter yoke. Do I give thanks 
for it? A member of Christ! A child of 
God ! An heir of heaven I In His family ; 
what a gift, what a name ! Is my life con- 
formable to it? Bev. iii. 1-8. 

ZtxU 
Of valhom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, Eph. lii. 15. 
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after Easter. Saturday. 



THE DISCIPLES FUBTHEE INSTRUCTED. 

Bead S. Matt, zxviii. 20 ; S. Mark xtL 15-18. 

I. Teachinff them to observe all things, lb. 

Not merely to know and talk of His com- 
mands, but to keep them. Not some only, 
but all. His commandments are not grievous. 
Yet how often have I esteemed them so. S, 
Jot. ii. 10 ; IS. John v. 3. 

II. Ife that believeth and is baptised shall be saved; 
but he that believed not . . . (S. Mark). 

" Shall be damned." What an alternative 1 
And through the grace of Ood I am permitted 
and enabled to choose. Let me give thanks 
for my privileges, feel for those who have 
them not, and see that my faith be not a life- 
less one. S. Jos. ii. 14, &c. 

III. These signs shall follow them that believe. Ih, 

And they did attend the first spread of the 
Gospel. Have I such signs spiritually. Are 
the works of the devil cast forth ? Do I speak 
the language of Zion ? Do I endure, but not 
fall under temptation ? Do I labour for the 
sick and needy ? S. Matt. xvii. 20. 

ZtxU 

They all sludl have one shepherd; they shall 
also walk in My judgrfientSy and observe My 
statutes and do them. Ezek. xxxvii. 24. 
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dTtft]^ duntfa|) after (Carter. 



CHEIST'S PBOMI8E OF ANSWERS TO THEIR PRAYERS. 

Read S. John xiv. 13 ; xvi. 16-24. 

I. Whatsoever ye ahall <uh the Father in My name. 
He tcill give it you, lb. xvi. 23. 

Hitherto they had asked but faintly (lb, xvi. 
24), now they were to ask in faith and con- 
fidence, through the name of Jesus. Have 
m^ prayers been hearty, earnest, confiding? 
or cold, languid, faithless? S. Jos, i. 6, &c. 

II. If ye shall ask any thing in my name I will do 
it. lb. xiv. 14. 

If they did not fully trust the Father whom 
they had not seen with their bodily eyes, the 
sympathy of Jesus was their security ; He 
would hear them. He would look to it. He 
would do it. Blessed Jesus, undertake for me. 
In Thy name only do F trust. Heb, iv. 14-16. 

III. TlMt the Father may be glorified in the Son, 
lb. xiv. 13. 

Not only our weakness, our misery, our 
necessity ; not only the sympathy, the com- 
passion, the merits of Jesus, but the glory of 
God, the Holy, the Just, the True, is our se- 
curity. Do I rest on this hope? Pour out 
thine heart, then. Pray without ceasing. Ps, 
Ixii. 8. 

Ask what ye wtU, arid it skaU be done unto 
you, S. John xv. 7. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 287. 
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Rogation Monday. 



THE PBOMI8E OF THE COMFOaTER. 

Read S. John xiy. 16-31 ; xvi. 1-15. 

I. It it expedient for you that I go away, lb. xn. 7. 

In kindness to them He says not '^ for ]&Ie/' 
but for you. His thought is for His people. 
Even His withdrawal is for our good, not for 
His pleasure only. Do I make myself the 
centre and end of my actions ? think of Him^ 
and live for God and His people. PhiL i. 
23, 24. 

II. If I go not awayy the Coimfwter will not come 
unto you, lb. 

They loved Christ, but it may have been too 
much bodily, too little spiritual love, and if so, 
selfishly. Such affections hinder the Spirit 
and the grace of God. Am I clear of them ? 
8, John vi. 26. 

III. ^I depart I will send Him unto you, lb. 

This great jdft was made to depend on the 
departing of Christ from among men. How 
many spiritual blessings follow on the loss of 
earthly comforts. Do I feel this truth? ap- 
prove it? willingly receive it? 2 Cor, viii. 1. 

Ztxt, 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, tliere is li- 
berty. 2 Cor. iii. 17. 
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Rogation Tubsoat. 



LO, I AM WITH YOa ALWAY. 

Read S. Matt, xxyiii. 20. 

I. Lo, I am with you tUwajfy even unto the end of 
the world. lb. 

They had to go forth, sheep among wolves. 
Here was their comfort and stay. Here, too, 
should be ours. Jesus with us I Do I make 
this my consolation, my support? Jer. i. 8, 
17-19 ; Exod, xxxiii. 14, 16. 

II. / am with you <Uway. lb. 

Both as God, and as God made flesh for us ; 
unseen, yet seeing (Prov, xv. 3) and know- 
ing us every wa^. Here is the incitement to 
serve Him. With us also in the holy Eucha- 
rist, our food, our strength. My soul ! cleave 
to Him. 

III. / am with you alway. lb. 

By that daily grace which He affords, and 
so unites us to God ; by the power of that 
grace enabling us to serve Him ; by His spe- 
cial providence guiding us to the end. In so 
many ways art Thou with me, O Lord ! I wOl 
in heart and soul be ever Thine. /*. xlvi. 4 : 
li. 11, 12. 

/ am with thee^ for I am thy God. Is. 
xU. 10. 
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Rogation Wbdnbsdat. 



HE LEADS THEM OUT TO THE MOUNT OF OLIYSS. 

Read S. Luke xziv. 45-50 (Acts i.). 

L Tarry ye in the city qf Jerusalem untU ye be en- 
dued with power from on high, lb. 49. 

Learn, then, the disposition in which to look 
for grace. Tarrying (or?^. sitting) quietly — 
quiet even among the men of the worm — wait- 
ing until His time — not restine in our own 
power, but waiting to be clothed with His ere 
we venture on His work. Ps. Ixxi. 16. 

II. He led them out as far as to Bethany, lb. 50. 

Bethany y where Martha had received Him 
and served Him, and Mary had sat at His 
feet. It may be to have given them His bless- 
ing, or to let them witness His ascension. The 
Lord for^ts not His people. Alas, how do I 
forget Him I Heb. vi. 10. 

III. (To) the mount called Olivet. Acts i. 12. 
Think of the mingled joy and sorrow of tins 

holy band ; their prayers, their praises, their 
adoration. His last lesson is, as it were, 
" Through Gethsemane to heaven," " By 
Mount Olivet to the throne," " By suffering 
to ^lory." Teach me this, O Lord. S. Luke 
XXIV. 26 ; Acts xiy. 22. 

9ext 

We wait for Thy lovinghindnessy O God, in 
the midst of Thy temple. (Com. Pr. B, V.) 
Ps. xlviii. 9. 

191 



HnaniHon Sup. 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LOBO. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 50-53 (Acts I 9). 

I. He lifted up Hi* hands and blessed them, lb. 50. 
With what words He blessed them we know 

not. His blessing must be full of grace, and 
now we receive it in His only name. Bless 
me also, O Lord my God, an unworthy sinner, 
and fill me with Thy grace. Gen. xxvii. 36, 
88; S,John xvii. 20. 

II. While they beheld He teas taken up, • Acts i 9. 
They were not merely beholders with the 

bodily eye, but looked on Him with affection, 
reverence, joy. To such the visions of His 
glory are vouchsafed ; to such it shall be given 
m due time to follow Thee. May it be so to 
mc. Cant. i. 4 ; S, John xiii. 36. 

III. He humbled Himself, ^o. . . . Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted him, Phil. ii. 9. 

And our ascension to heaven will be more 
in prospect, as we abase ourselves here. He 
descended first, then ascended. (Eph, iv. 9.) 
The more I learn Him and love Him, the 
more His ways will be my ways. Have they 
been such hitherto ? Shew me Thy ways, O 
Lord I 8, Luke xiv. 11 ; Ps. xxv. 4. 

I ascend unto My Father, and your Father ; 
and to My God, and your God. S. John xx. 
17. 

For thougbu on the Gospel of the day, see also p. 187. 
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Fbidat aftbb Ascbksion Dat. 

angels p&edict christ's cominq again. 
Head Acts i. 9-11 (1 Thess. iy. 13-18). 

I. A cloud received Him out of their sight, lb. 

The time was to come when He should be 
hidden from their bodily eyes. So God willed. 
He often permits a cloud to interpose between 
us and Divine things. (S.Matt^xiixAl,) Take 
heed it be no cloud of sin. Is, lix. 2. 

II. Why stand ye gazing up into heaven 7 lb. 1 1. 

So spake the Angels, once witnesses of His 
cominff down, now of His going up. Then 
they directed to His cradle — now they call 
away from the mount. The Christian life is 
not in standing idle, in gazing listlessly, but 
in holy action ; lifting up our souls to Him. 
Ps, cxxiii. 1 ; S. Matt. xi. 12. 

III. This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner. lb. 

'* So" as to majesty — not as to office. He 
is gone our advocate; He will return our 
judge. Do I then so in heart and life follow 
Him, that I shall see Him with joy at His 
coming again 7 15. John ii. 28 ; Aev, xxii. 7. 

Ztxt 

When Christy who is our life, shall appear^ 
then shall ye also appear icith Him in glory. 
Col. ill. 4. 
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Satubdat aftib Abcbnsion Day. 

OF THE TRIUMPHAL BAND THAT ACCOMPANIXO 
CHEIBT INTO HEAVEN. 

Rend Ps. zcvii. 

I. Hie ascended up on high^ He led captivity eapiiva^ 
Eph. It. 8. 

The office of Christ was to deliver the pri- 
soners from the prison-house of sin, of death, 
of helL (Is. xlii. 16; Zech. iz. 11 ; 1 Pet. iii. 
18.) The spirits of such must have rejoiced in 
His triumph, now ^iven a heavenly home. "Do 
I seek that home of freedom 7 Do I lead others 
there ? Ram. viii. 19-21. 

II. The ehariotg qfOod are twenty thousand. Ps. 
Izviii. 17. 

Angels, too, accompanied Him, rejoicing. 
Oh, that I rejoiced with them in Him, as the 
conqueror of hell — as the Grood Shepherd bring- 
ing back His lost sheep— «s the loving Father 
receiving His prodigal son. For I am such. 
S. Luke XY. 7^ 18, &c. 

III. Ocd is gone up toith a merry noise. Ps. xlviL 5. 
The voices of the souls He has redeemed sing 

praises ; they^ sing a new song to the Lamb. 
The aneels sing to Him who only is worthy^ 
and all (make me, O Lord, to join with them) 
ascribe honour and glory to Him. Rev. ▼. 0, 
12, 19. 

Ztxt. 
The heavens have declared His righteousness; 
and all the people have seen His ghny, Ps« 
zcyii. 6. 
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i^unlfa^ after Hitnuixon 9a£« 

CHRI8T*8 T&IUMFHAL ENT&Y INTO HEAVEN. 

Bead Ps. ex. (Heb. i. 8, &c.) 

I. / have finished the work which Thou gavest Me 
to do; and now, O Father^ glorify ThSa Afe, j^o. 
S. John zvii. 4, 6. 

What blessed words ! what a eround for our 
love ! what a title to the Fathers glory ! Can 
I make any such 7 Can I say, '' I have done 
Thy will, I have finished Thy work, who have 
done 80 little for Him? Yet why not? 2 Tim. 
iv. 6-8. 

II. The Lord said unto my Lord^ Sit thou on Mg 
right hand. Pa. ex. 1. 

So exalted is our human nature in Christ. 
He is our brother, our Head. Such is the re- 
ward of His condescension. Such are our pri- 
vileges and hopes. Do I esteem them ? Rom. 
viii. 16, 17. 

III. And sat on the right hand qfGod, S. Mark 
xyi. 19. 

To govern and to judge. But He enjoins no 
more than He has both set an example and 

g'ven grace to do. Yet how little have I fol- 
wed Him ! Do neither love nor fear iniSuence 
me ? He reads the heart. 1 Cor. iv. 5. 

ZtxU 
Endured tJte cross, despising the shamey and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God, Heb. xii. 2. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. 108, 20i. 
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Monday. Week after 

THB FRUrrS OF CHRIiT'S ASCENSION. 

Head S. John ziy. 1-3 (1 Thess. iv. 14-18). 

I. Lifi up your heads^ O ye gatea^ S[o> Ps. xxir. 7. 

Truly, that Christ the King of Glory might 1 

come in first. Yet no less that for us those \ 

gates, closed by sin, might again be opened ; 
and they have been. Can they close again to 
me ? Ask the foolish virgins, and delay not. , 

8. Matt. xxv. 10. 



II. I go to prepare a place for you. S. John xiv. 2. 

In all things He goes before His people. In 
the cross they were to follow Him, and now 
in glory also. There He is our head ; there 
we His members shall be. How good ; how 

fracious ! Is my heart His ? Is that the home 
long for? 2Cor. V. 1. 

III. We have an advocate with the Father, Jesue 
Christ the righteous, 1 S. John IL 1. 

Here is another blessed fruit of it. So guilty, 
80 backsliding, so infirm as I am ; what a gift 
to have one who pleads for me His wounds, 
His merits. Ilia glory ! Live not, then, for the 
world ; for it He prays not« S, John xvii. 9. 

I wiU that they also whom Thou hast given 
Me he with Me where 1 am. S. Johri xvu. 24. 
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Ascension Day, Tussdat. 

OF OUB ASCENSION. 

Bead Col, m. 1-11. 

I. Moriijy your members which are upon the earth, 
lb. 6. 

We, too, may ascend with Him even now, 
by rising above the world, its affections and 
lusts. If they overcome me, I am of earth — 
if I tread them down by grace, it is to ascend 
with Christ. Ps, xliv. 6. 

II. They will go from strength to strength, Ps. 
Ixxxiv. 7. (Com, Pa. B.) 

To ascend in heart and mmd, and that con- 
tinually, is really to advance in faith, and 
love, and holy obedience. There is no end 
of this race but heaven. Here there is no 
perfection, yet I must aim at it. S, Matt, 
V. 48. 

III. Unto the God of gods appeareth every one of 
them in Zion, lb. (Com. Pr. B.) 

The nearest approach to perfection here on 
earth is, to know nothing but Christ, to see no- 
thing but God in all things, and all things in 
Him. When shall I ascend this heavenly mount, 
I who love earth and the things of earth too 
well? Oh, for that blessed day! Philiu,7,&cc. 

We shaU be like Him, far we shall see Him 
as He is. 1 S. John iii. 2. 
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Wkdnbsday. Wieek after 

THE RETUBN OF THE DISCIPLES TO JERUSALEM. 

£ead S. Luke xxiv. 52 (Ps. cxzii.). 

I. And fk^if worshipped Him and reiumed. lb. 

Following the warning of the angels, they 
left the place where they would eladly have 
lingered. We may have to loose the cords of 
our tent. It is well, then, to adore and obe5r« 
following with the eye of faith His footsteps. 
S. Matt. xvii. 4, &c. (See p. 19d«) 

II. They returned to Jerusalem with great joif, lb. 

For they had seen His glory, received His 
blessing, obtained the promise of a place in 
His kingdom, gained the hope of their own 
ascension. In these things His true servants 
rejoice. Is my joy in them ? I Pel, i. 8, 9. 

III. And were continually in the Temple, lb. 58* 

** And these continued with one accord in 
prayer," obedient to the bidding of Christ, 
faithfully waiting for His promise, conscious 
of their own weakness and of their strength in 
Him. Do I act as if I needed Him not? 
S. John XV. 5. 

ZtxU 

Ye shall be Borrowfid, but your sorroto shall 
be turned into joy, S. John xvi. 20. 
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Afcension Day, Thubsdat. 

THE CHOOSING OF B. MATTHIAS. 

Read Acts i. 15-26. 

J. // is written . • H%9 huhoprie lei anoiher take, 
lb. 20. 

The purposes of God to His Church do not 
fail from the sinfulness of men. If one falls 
away. He raises up another. Am I Ailfilliug 
my vocation ? Humble though it he, it may 
he for His glory. If not, beware. 1 Cor* 
ix. 27 ; X. 12. 

JI. Lordf which knowest the hearts of all men, shew 
whether of these two thou hast chosen. lb. 24. 

Having appointed two, they prayed, and 
left the disposal to the I^rd. Such is the best 
mode of choice. Without prayer and resigna^ 
tion, have I ever made a good choice ? At least, 
has it not been better with these. S. Job. L d. 

III. And they gave forth their lots, and the lot fell 
upon Matthias, lb. 26. 

Barsabas did not murmur; Matthias did 
not boast. Each receive ^he lot as the will of 
God, and obey. Am I preferred to anotlier? 
Be as Matthias. Am I set aside ? Be as Bar- 
sabas. Have I so acted ? 1 Sam, ii. 85 ; iii. 
18. 

God it the judge ; Me putteth down one^ 
and setteth up another, Ps. Ixxv. 7. 
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Feiday. Week after 

THE EXPECTATION OF THE HOLY SFIBIT. 

Read Acts i. 12-14 (Ps. cxxiii.). 

I. They went up into an upper room. lb. 13. 

At the biddinff of Christ they waited in Je- 
rusalem, unworldly in the midst of the world. 
Waiting not for earthly comforts, but for the 
Spirit of God, the Comforter. How do I live ? 
Unworldly ? Undistracted ? He will not be 
found in dissipation either of body or mind. 
S. Matt, xii. 19. 

II. Where abode both Peter, and James, and John, 
Jc. lb. 

And they waited patiently, not knowing the 
hour, but watching in a prepared mind ; leaving 
to God the manner and the time, only fully 
trustin? in Him. See ; is this my spirit? S. 
Luke xii. 37. 

III. These all continued • . . m prayer, lb. 14. 

For they remembered their Master's pro- 
mise, and the power of prayer. Think or the 
thinffs they prayed for ; by the answers they 
obtained in the gifts of the Spirit. Do I de- 
sire, do I pray for, do I receive His spiritual 
gifts ? S, Luke xi. 13. 

Therrfore [wilt] the Lord wait that He may 

he gracious Blessed are all they that 

voaxtfoT Him. Is. xxx. 18. 
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Ascension Day. Satuboay. 



THB FRKPABATION OF THE APOSTLES FOB BBCEIYINa 

THE HOLY SPIBTT. 

Read Acts L 14, &c. (Ps. cxxxiii.) 

I. These all eanlinued, lb. 

None separated themselves from that holy 
fellowship, but all continued together. Those 
lose the blessings which the body receives who 
separate themselves from its members. Heb, 
X. 25 (Jude 19.) 

II. With one accord in prayer and tupplicalion, lb. 

And all of one mind— one heart and one 
soul — filled with charity and holy love ; fore- 
stalling this best gift of the Spirit, whom they 
desired. (Acts iv. 32.) How do I live ? 

III. With the teomen^ and Mary the mother qfJesus^ 
and with Hie brethren. lb. 

They were united also with those who fol- 
lowed and were beloved of Christ. With these 
it is our part to be united ; in communion with 
those at rest, in holy fellowship with those that 
serve Him here on earth. Ps. xvi. 8. 

Ztxt. 

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same 
with thanksgimng. Col. iv. 2. 



201 



OF THE COMING OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

Head Acts ii. 1, 2 (Is. xli7. 3, &c.). 

I. When the day qf Pentecost wasftUly come, they 
were all with one accord, tn one place. lb. 

Once the day of fear, and giving of the 
law ; now the aay of unity and lore, and of 
the grace of God. Is the law of lov« written 
in my heart? Write it there, O God, my 
Lord. Jer, xxxi. 83. 

II. There came a sound from heaven as <ifa rushing 
mighty wind, lb. 2. 

A '* sound" that might awaken all ! *' Sud- 
denly," that thev miffht watch; ''from hea- 
ven," for it is the gm of God; "mighty" to 
overcome, as a wind piercing and pervading 
alL Have I watched ? Have I heard ? Have 
I received and admitted this best gift? S^ 
Jos, i. 17. 

III. And it Jilted all the house where they were 
sitting. lb. 

There was the infant Churcli. Within that 
fold is the fulness of His grace. There they 
who sit in quiet, free from distraction, find 
His grace. Open Thou my heart, O God the 
Holy Ghost ; in every comer come in and fill 
it with Thyself. S. Luke vi. 21. 

Filled with aU the fulness of God, The 
Church, which is His body, thefidness of Him 
thatfiUeth all in all. £ph. iii. 19 ; i. 23. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the dsy, see pp. lOS, 189. 
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or HIS COMING IN TONGUES OP FIBB. 

Read Acts ii. 1-4. 

J, And there appeared unto them ohven tongues* 
lb. 3. 

The Spirit of God was not to be in idle 
hearts, but in earnest preachers of the Gospel. 
These tongues were types. Their own tongues 
to be proofs of their mission. Am I a true 
disciple ? Does my tongue confess the truths 
my heart acknowleages 7 S» Luke vi. 45. 

II. Like 08 of fire. lb. 

Not cold and lifeless, but warm and giving 
warmth ; bright and giving light. Not only 
Christ's ministers, but each of His people 
(yes, I also), if I bum myself with I)ivme 
love, should excite it in others also. Do I ? 
S. Luke xii. 48, 49. 

III. And it eat upon ea4h of them. lb. 

Sitting, as on His throne, taking possession 
and government of the hearts of each ; sitting, 
not to be removed. Oh, that He would obtain 
over me a constant, unceasing dominion. Can 
He not ? Why ? Do I wait for and admit 
His holy inspirations ? Rom, viii. 13. 

Who maketh His angels spirits ; and His mi- 
nisters aflame of fire, Heo. i. 7. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 240. 



THE PURPOSE FOE WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT CAUB. 

Read S. John xvi. 1-15. 

I. / will prop the Father^ and He shall give ffou 
another Comforter, S. John xiv. 16. 

His office is to console and comfort; but 
as the Spirit of Truth. Our troubles here are 
most often in our imaginations ; at least they 
are not the realities ot eternity. He shews us 
these, and our troubles end. Rom. viii. 18. 

II. He will guide you into all truth, lb. xvi. 13. 

He was also to direct their understanding 
and knowledge, and bring to mind all our 
Lord had taught, and they should teach. And 
now He leads us to receive them. Is my heart 
open and ready for His instruction 1 I S, John 
V. 20. 

III. He will reprove the world qfsin, and qfrighte^ 
ousness, and of judgment, lb. 8. 

* The Spirit, who is love, reproving ! Yes, for 
it is from love to sinful men, that they may be 
converted. And all should reprove others in 
love. Am I convinced of my own sins ? Do 
I seek His righteousness ? Have I renounced 
the Prince of this world? S. Matt, xviii. 16; 
S. Jos, v. 20, 

Teach me to do Thy tDill,for Thou art my 
God; [let Thy hving Spirit lead me firth into 
the land of righteousness."] Ps. cxliii. 10. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of tbe day, see p. 350. 
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IVhiisun Week, Wbdnbsdat. 



THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN THE AP08TLE8. 

Read 1 Cor. xii. 1-13. 

I. Ye shall he baptised iMih the Holy Ghost, Acts 
i. 5 (and see ii. 38). 

Purging from, and remission of, sins ; ffrace ; 
union with God : these are the effects oi Bap- 
tism. This at least must have been their gain. 
Happ}[ those who have received and retained 
such gifts. Have I ? 1 Pet. iii. 21. 

II. 7%« lave qf God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost, Rom. y. 5. 

With the love of God comes the love of 
man, for His sake ; zeal for the conversion of 
souls ; fearlessness of danger and persecution. 
Have I these marks? Have I an earnest zeal 
even for my own soul ? 1 Cor, x. 31-33. 

III. {They') began to speak with other tongues. Acta 
ii. 4. 

This gift was needed for the spread of the 
Gospel. God vouchsafes graces according to 
our vocation. The defect is in ourselves, if 
we use them not, and so fail. Oh, that I so 
used all Thy gifts, O Lord, as Thou wouldest ! 
S, Matt, xiii. 11 ; xxv. 14, &c. 

To every one of its is aiven grace^ according 
to the mecuure of the gifiof Christ, Eph. iv. 7. 
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Thxtbbdat. Wkitsun 

THE WORK OF THE APOSTLES THROUGH THE SHRIT. 

Read Eph. iv. 1-16. 

I. {TTiey) began to speak with other tongue*^ as the 
Spirit gave them titterance. Acts ii. 4. 

Teaching and preaching Jesus crucified ; be- 
fore simple and fearful ; now full of wisdom 
and boldness : for they received the Spirit and 
used His grace. Do I delay to follow His in- 
spirations i Why ? They will lead me to the 
desired end. Eph, v. 8. 

II. And they were all amaxedj ^c. Others, mock- 
ing, said, j^o. lb. 12, 13. 

Men could not help acknowledging the work 
of God. Yet there were found, as always, 
mockers. To some the Gospel is life, to others 
death. The disciple must bear the reproach of 
his master, and persevere. S. Matt, xi. 19. 

III. But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted 
up his voice, lb. 14. 

Peter, who had denied, is now the champion. 
Pilled, not with wine, but with the Spirit. He 
speaks so as to move others {v, 41) and forget 
himself. Do I take every occasion of exalting 
my Master's cause ? Eph, iv. 20. 

Ztxt, 

If ye be repraacliedfor the name of Christy 
happy are ye; for tlie spirit of glory and of 
God resteth upon you, 1 Pet. iv. 14. 
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Week. Pbidat. 

THE FBriT OF THE SPIRIT IN THE FiaCTT CHBISTIANS. 

Read Acts ii. 42-47. 

I. Tltep eontinued ttedfcutly in the ApostM doctrine 
and fellowship^ 4[e, lb. 42. 

Three thousand baptised, and here was the 
firuit of their convereion — ^purity of doctrine, 
stedftistness, unity, communion in '' break- 
ing of bread," and prayer. What an example 
to us ! What a humiliation to me ! Bev. ii. 
4, 6 5 Phil i. 6. 

II. All that beReted were together^ and had aU things 
common* lb. 44. 

The love of the world and of self shuts out 
the Spirit of God. Where He is these are cast 
forth, and none contends for his own, but for 
his brethren's good. The Lord give me such 
a disposition. 1 8, John ii. 16. 

III. {They) were cf one heart and of one soul, lb. 
iv. 32. 

*' They," this " multitude" of believers, free 
from dispute, discord, doubt ; a holy, happy 
family of brethren in Christ. Do I seek unity 
and peace ? give way to others ? follow peace 
and charity? In such is the Spirit of God 
P«. cxzziii. 1. 

One body and one spirit, £ph. iv. 4. 
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Saturday. Whitsun Week. 

OF THOSE THAT RECEIVE NOT THE SPIRIT. 

Read 1 Cor. ii. 

I. M$f Spirii shall not always strive with man. 

Gen. yi. 3. 

** For he is fle?li/' given up to thoughts and 
desires of the flesh. The Holy Spirit strives 
a while ; but if we will resist, it must be to our 
ruin. He cannot dwell in a fleshly mind. 
What is mine ? Is it given up to Him 7 OdL 
V. 17 ; Is. Ixiii. 10. 

II. He thai worketh deceit sImR not dwell within 
Mine house. Ps. ci. 7. 

Nor will he, who hateth lies, abide with the 
deceitful — with those who deceive others— who 
deceive themselves, but who cannot deceive 
God. Worst of all is evil under the garb of 
good. Flee this, O my soul. Ps. v. 6, ^c. 

III. TTie Spirit of truths whom the world cannot 
receive. S. John ziv. 17. 

The things of heaven are true and eternal ; 
those of earth are false and temporal. The 
world offers these last, riches, honours, plea- 
sures ; but the things of the Spirit, which are 
contrary, it cannot abide. Which do F choose? 
Heb. xi. 24-26. 

€txt, 

Orieve not the Holy Spirit of God. Quench 
not the Spirit. Eph. iv. 30; 1 Thess. y. 19. 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 

Head 1 John ▼. 

I. The Lord our God is One Lord. Deut. vi. 4. 
Infinite in all perfections. The Beginninff, 

the End of all things. The only God, beside 
whom there is none other. Him we cannot 
comprehend, but we may believe, adore, love. 
How have I set up other gods for myself 1 
Be Thou only my God. Is, xlv. 22. 

II. In the Name ^f the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. S. Matt, xxviii. 19. 

Here is the mystery. Thrre in One. One 
in essence, yet Three Persons. The Son be- 
gotten of the Father. The Holy Ghost pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son. This 
I cannot comprehend, yet I believe and re- 
ceive it, O God triune! Make me to know 
Thee. S. Matt. iii. 16, 17. 

III. Hofy, holffi hoiy. Lord God. Rev. it. 8. 

In all perfections infinitely perfect. Yet 
they cry, " Holy." The angels and man 
aimed at His greatness and wisdom, and fell. 
But holiness becometh His house for ever. 
From this we have fallen. This alone He 
bids us imitate. In this, oh, how have I ftiiled ! 
Levit. xi. 44 ; 1 Pet. i. 16, 16. 

Ztxt 
THESE THREE ARE ONE. 1 John v. 7. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. 239. 240. 
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Monday. After 

THE PERSON OF THE FATHER. 

Read S, John v. 17-31. 

I. Shall I bring to the birth, and not [begets marg.]. 

Is. Ixvi. 9. 

The Father is the fount and origin of all 
divine perfections ; proceeding from none 
Himself, but of whom all proceed. Who 
above all begat the Eternal Son, one with the 
Father. Give us, O Father Almighty, to be 
one with Thee and in Thee ; to believe and 
adore. 2 Cor. x. 5. 

II. The Father of our Lord Jestis Christ, of whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named. 
Eph. iii. 14, 15. 

Within the Eternal Godhead is the only- 
begotten Son ; but beyond and beneath, a 
family innumerable, — sons begotten in Christ. 
Here is enough to malft me glory and be 
ashamed, rejoice and fear. What honour! 
How abused I 1 John iii. 1 . 

III. In Thine hand is power and mighii 1 Chroa. 
xxix. 12. 

Not but that power is equally in all the 
Godhead ; but it is attributed to the Father 
the fount of all. We are of nothing ; what- 
ever we are, we are His. Render, then, thy- 
self to Him, and Him only, O my soul. Hast 
thou done so ? Wilt thou ? Ps. c. 3, 

One God and Father of aU, who is above 
aUj and through all, and in you all, Eph, 
iv. 6. 
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Trinky Sunday, Tuxsbat. 

THE PEASQN OF THE SON. 

Read S. John I 1-18. 

I. The only-begotten Son, which u in the bosom of 

the Father. lb. 18. 

The express image of the Father ; in nature, 
in substance, in perfections one. He lives 
and loyes and is blessed with Him ; and from 
Him and the Father proceedeth the Spirit. 
And I too am made in His image. Oh, how 
fallen ! Gen. i. 27. 

II. 7^ firstborn among many brethren. Rom. 
viii29. 

By the taking of our nature He has made 
Himself our brother. By the shedding of 
His blood and the grace of adoption He has 
made us His brethren. Have I ftiUy entered 
into and sufficiently esteemed this maryellous 
grace? Ife^. ii. 11. 

III. In ufisdom hast Thou made them aJL Ps. dy. 
24. 

By Him were all things made, and He is 
the true wisdom of God,— the light and life 
of the world. Let me, then, seek of Thee, 
O Lord, true wisdom, contempt of earthly 
things, desire of heavenly. So may I attain 
to Thy presence and glory. Prov. iii. 19, See. 

ZtxU 
To the Son He mith, Thy throne, O Ood, 
is for ever and ever, Heb. i. 8. 
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Wednesday. After 

THE PERSON OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

Read S. John xv. 26, 27 ; xvi. 7-15. 

I. The Comforter^ the Spirit of truth. lb. 26. 

He who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, — sent forth of the Son from the Fa- 
ther, — He is the Spirit of love, the Spirit of 
truth, the Spirit of God, knitting both in one, 
Himself one with the Father and the Son. 
By Him may we also be one with God. 
1 Cor. vi. 17. 

II. Te have received the Spirit of adoption* Bom. 
viii. 15. 

The children of God, the brethren of Christ, 
— these are sanctified of the Spirit ; these He 
perfects for glory. Yet how often have I 
resisted and grieved Him, unworthy of my 
heavenly calling ! 1 Thess. iv. 8. 

• 

III. Let Thy loving Spirit lead me. Ps. cxliii. 10. 

Equally with the Father and the Son is He 
filled with love, pity, compassion. To Him 
all thanks are due for my guidance, comfort, 
peace. Blessed be God ! Mph. iv. 30. 

0rxt 

That Holy Spirit of promise^ which is the 
earnest of our inheritance* Epb. i. 13, 14. 
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Trinity Sunday. Thursday. 

OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST IN THE EUCHARIST. 

Bead S. Matt. xxvi. 26-30 (S. Mark xiv.). 

I. This is My body . . . This is My blood, lb. 
26, 28. 

That which in the Incarnation He took up, 
and on the cross shed forth, in the Eucharist 
He has given to us. The love which was 
proved by the Incarnation and Cross is shewn 
forth anew in this blessed Sacrament What 
love I Ps, viii. 4, 

II. He that eateth My fleshy and dHnketh My bloody 
dwelleth in Me, and I in him, S. John vi. 56. 

So by His love there is a new way of mu- 
tual indwelling for God and His people ; and 
by these symbols He is incorporatea into us. 
Oh, wliat ought I to be ! how pure, how un- 
worldly, to receive Him ! 1 Cor, xi, 28, &c. 

III. MyJIesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink 
indeed, lb. 65. 

The body is nourished by earthly food. 
Here Christ has provided for the soul hea- 
venly, spiritual food, that we may live, not 
an earthly, but a divine life. Which do I 
seek ? S. John vi. 83 (Levit, xxi.). 

Thy love is better than vnne. Cant. i. 2. 

The introductloD of the subject of the Holy Eucharist at 
this place was connected with the ancient Festival of Corpoa 
Christit fonnerly obserred on this day. 
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Friday. After 

THE EUCHARIST A MEMORIAL OF CHRIST'S PASSION. 

Read 1 Cor. zl. 23-34. 

I. Thu do in remembrance of Me. S. Luke zxii. 19. 

He who was once a sacrifice for our sins 
thus left a way in which we might continually 
have it in memory before ourselves and God. 
Continually, then, as He is offered up for me, 
continually should I offer up myself to God in 
Him. Gal. v. 24. 

II. Thit do f^^ as oft ae pe drink it^ in remembrance 
qfAfe, 1 Cor. xi. 25. 

Both His broken body and His outpoured 
blood are had in remembrance. Doubly 
would He have us shew Him forth, — in every 
way, in affection, in heart, in holy service. 
2 Pet. iii. 1 ; Ps. cvi. 6, 7, &c. 

III. At often as ye eat this breads and drink this 
cup, ye do shew the Lord!*s death till He come, 
lb. 26. 

And we who partake of Him are as the 
sepulchre in which His holy body lay. That 
was a new sepulchre. See, then, that ours be 
new, — the old man purged out, and a place 
prepared meet for the Lord. 1 Cor. v. 7. 

Sext ' . 

Have these things alteays in remembrance. 
d Pet. i. 16. . 
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Trinity Sunday. Satubday. 

THE PIONJTY OF THE WORTHY EECEIVE& OF THE 
HOLY COMMUNION. 

Read S. John vl. 51-58. 

L We will come unto Him, and make (mr abode 
with Him. S. John xiy. 23. 

This is the promise to all who love Him 
and keep His word. In that holy Sacrament 
especially He dwells in us. She who bare 
Him in her womb was filled with grace. What 
may we not hope from Him in it ! But then, 
dare I entertain foul and evil desires 7 1 Cor, 
iii. 16, 17. 

IL I^e dwelleth in Me^ and I in him. lb. vi. 56. 

We are not only a dwelling-place for Him ; 
but in the Sacrament become united, He with 
us, and we with Him, and through Him with 
the triune God. What holiness of life should 
not such an union produce in me ! 1 Car, x, 
16, 17, 31. 

III. As I live hy the Father^ so he thai eateth Me, 
even he shall live by Me, lb. 57. 

As Christ receives His essence, life, and all 
perfections from the Father, so we from Him. 
To think, to will, to work. If this should be 
its effects to the worthy communicant, what 
must I be 7 Lord, work it in me. S, John iv. 
25,26; xvii. 23. 

The temple of God is hohfy which temple ye 
are, 1 Cor. iii. 17. 
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Jflxiit duutra^ after Crtmt|)« 



THE HOLY EUCHARIST A GREAT FEAST. 

Read S. Luke xiv. 16-24. 

I. A certain man made a great supper^ and bade 
many, lb. 16. 

This is true of the Gospel invitation ; with- 
in which this feast is prepared for all faithful 
disciples. And all is great, — the feast, the 
Lord, the end, — I, only I, am vile. For this 
should I hunger and thirst. Here verily is true 
food. Prov, xxiii. 3 ; S, John vi. 27. 

IL And they all with one consent began to make 
excuse. lb. 18. 

Those excuses, — ^tbe honours of the world, 
the care of possessions, earthly affections, — 
how often these keep men from the altar and 
from heaven ! Do they not keep me from 
real fitness for either? The fault is within 
me. S. John v. 40. 

III. Go out . . . ar^ bring in hither the poor and 
the maimed^ the halt and the blind, lb. 21. 

The worldly and sensual and neglectful are 
shut out of themselves ; the poor and humble 
and needy are called in. Am I such ? He 
desires me for His guest ; and though I be 
infirm, He will receive and heal me. P«. 
ciii. 3. 

Tlie Spirit and the Bride say, Come . . • Let 
him that is athirst come. Rev. xxii. 17. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 1178. 
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First Week after TVinity, Monday. 

OF THE BIGHT DI8FO&ITIONS FOB BECEIVIKO THE 
HOLY EUCHARIST 

Bead Ps. xy. ; 1 Cor. xi. 27, &c. 

I. In them hath He set a tabernacle for the sun. 

Ps. xix. 4. 

Yes, in us, a dwelling-place for Himself,— 
the pure, the holy, the glorious. Ask thyself 
^hat should that dwelling-place be ; and art 
thou such ? Well may I say, *' Make me 
clean/' S, Matt, viii. 1, 2. 

II. To him that overcometh will I give to eai of the 
tree qflife. Rev. ii. 7. 

Therefore warfare is needful ; the spirit 
aeainst the flesh, the soul against the body^ 
The appetites to be subjected to reason, the 
reason to God. Above all, self must be over- 
come and cast out, and God will give Himself 
instead. 1 Cor, ix. 27. 

III. / will rain bread from heaven for you^ and 
the people shall go out and gather, Exod. 
xvi. 4. 

This type of the Eucharist was rained 
down for all ; all might have it freely ; but 
each must gather. Each must go forth from 
his tent ; each must labour. God help me to 
abandon earth, and go forth and labour for 
heaven. S, Matt, v. 45. 

ZtxU 
Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and he 
doing good ; dweU in the land, and verily thou 
ehaU be fed, Ps. xzxvii. 3. 
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TuBsoAT. First Week 

OTHER NECESSABY DISPOSITIONS. 

Recui P8. xlii., Ixxxiv. 

I. / will satisfy her poor with bread. Ps. czxzii. 15. 

It IS the poor, poor in spirit, emptied of 
themselves, leaning upon God, hungering 
after Him,— these shall be satisfied with His 
spiritual food. Am I such ? S. Luke 1. 6S. 

II. J[f any man thirstj let him eome unto Me^ and 
drink. S. John vii. 87. 

Athirst ! really feeling dry and parched up, 
longinff earnestly, longing to drink of the 
water from the well of everlasting life. Have 
I such ai^ent desires? God grant them to 
me. Bev. xxi, 6. 

III. When thou art bidden, go and sit down in the 
lowest room, S. Luke xiv. 10. 

Well may I, for who is He who bids me, 
and who am I ? Of all graces most necessary 
to one who would receive Him, is humility, 
deep humility. Do I know what it is to be 
truly humble ? Such will He regard, receive, 
and fill with good things. S. Luke i. 48. 

He givethfood to the hungry. Ps, czlvi. 7. 
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after Trxniiy. Wbdnbsoat. 

THE EFFECTS OF WORTHILY PABTAKINO. 

Bsad 1 Cor. z. 16, 17. 

L Theff locked (Jhwed, maig.) unto Him^ and were 
lightened, Ps. xxxiv. 5. 

Enlightening of the understanding — faith to 
see God — opening of the spiritual eyes, — such 
were the effects on the disciples at Emmaus. 
For He is the true light (8, John i. 9). Grant, 
Lord, that I too may see. S, Luke xyiii. 41. 

II. Who satisfieth thy mouth with good thmps, eo 
that thy youth is renewed like the eagle^e. Pa. 
0I1X.5. 

Fresh power and strength to renew what is 
decayed. When the soul languishes, and its 
desires are faint, here is a remedy, and here 
is strength. How 1 need it, God only knows. 
PhiL iv. 13 ; Ps. xxxiv. 8. 

III. Mary arose in those days^ and went into the 
hUl-country with haste. S. Luke i. 3d. 

This was immediately on the conception of 
our Lord. Whom the blessed Virgin con- 
ceived, Him we receive ; and with Him dwell- 
ing in us we may be girt up to active and 
difficult service apart from the world, in com- 
munion with those that are His. Ps, xviii. 
29 ; 1 Kings xix. 8. 

They shall run and not be weary ; and they 
shall walk and not faint. Is. xl. 31. 

S19 



Thursday. First Week 

OTHER EFFECTS OF WORTHILY PARTAKING. 

Read S. John vi. 27-57. 

I. Man did eat angels' food, Fs. IxxviiL 25. 

Not that the angels partake as we, though 
they too live on Him. But men become as 
angels, freed from earthly, endued with hea- 
venly desires. Is sucii the effect on my soul ? 
S. Matt, xviii. 10 ; 1 Pet. i. 12. 

II. As many as received Him^ to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, S. John i. 12. 

To all that believe, and receive Him as 
their Saviour. Then surely no less to those 
who, believing, receive Him anew in His 
Sacrament. Am I then a son ? Is God my 
Father ? Is Christ my brother ? O mystery 
of love! Horn. viii. 17. 

III. He that eateth My fleshy and drinketh My 
bloody dweUeth in Me, and I in him. S. John vi. 
56. 

Once more remember these blessed words. 
Not sonship only, but actual oneness with 
God. For this one thing is needful: that 
all that is of self should die, that God alone 
may live in me. Gal. ii. 20. 

(The) mystery . . . Christ inyoUy the hope of 
glory. Col. i. 27. 
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after Trinity, Fbidat. 

~ - I 

THE INFINITE PEBrECTION OF GOD. 

Read Job xxxvi. 22, &c. 

I. Of Hvm^ and through Him, and to Him, are aU 
things. Rom. zi. 36. 

Whatever can be conceived of perfection, 
goodness, holiness, beauty, — all is infinitely 
present in God. And all things which have 
any good in them are of Him. Thou alone 
art worthy of love and adoration, O Lord : 
we are noming. Ps. Ixxiii. 25. 

II. (In*) Him are all things. lb. 

Not only in their actual existence, but as 
examples of perfection for His creatures to 
follow. Man made after His image ! What 
an example for me to follow ! Do I compare 
inyself with Him ? What a miserable sight! 
(Eph, V. 1.) Yet, in Christ, I am in Him. 

III. (/»*) Him are all things. lb. 

Not only scattered about among His crea- 
tures, but gathered in one in Him, m the unity 
of the Godhead ; one in purpose, in action, 
in perfection. Are my intentions, is my eye 
single ? What is the result ? S. Matt. vi. 
22. 

Ztxt. 

Be ye therefore perfect , even a^ your FatJier 
which w in heaven is perfect, S. Matt. v. 48. 

• Several translations have "In" for "To." 
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Saturday. First Week after Trinity. 

TnB WISDOM AND OMNISCIENCE OF GOD. 

Read Job xlii. 1-6. 

I. All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 

Him. Heb. ir. 13. 

He knows, He sees, He disposes all things. 
The knowledge of angels may be great, but 
it is Ignorance compared with His! Do I 
believe this, and adore Him ? Yes, Lord ; 
but how unworthily ! Job xxziv. 21, &c 

II. Neither is there any oreaiure that ie not marA- 
fest in His sight. lb. 

All past, present, future, — ^what I was, what 
I am ; what I shall be, while yet I am not ; 
all seen and foreseen, — my temptations, dan- 

fers, trials, falls, recoverjr, help, every thing, 
tlessed be God, in this is my wammg, my 
encouragement. Oen. xvi. 18. 

III. Thus wHl I magnify Myself and sanetify My- 
self Ezek. zxxviii. 23. 

And He who hates vainglory and self- 
esteem will magnify Himself; n>r He only 
is all-wise. He only can contemplate Him- 
self all- perfect, all-good. Oh, that I also 
could contemplate Thee till I know and love 
Thee as I ougnt. Jer. li. 14, 19. 

By Myself have I sworn, saith the Lord. 
Gen. xzii. 16. 
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BttovLU duntrap after Crint^. 



THE POWER AND DOMINION OF GOD. 

Read 1 Chron. xxix. 10-13. 

I. His power who can understand! Job xxvi. 14. 

For it is infinite — able to create and to de- 
stroy, to build up and cast down. Confide, 
then, in this with godly fear. It is even ours, 
if we, lowly in ourselves, live in Him through 
whom we can do all things. Ps, Ix. 11, 12. 

II. All thai is in the heaven and in the earth m 
Thine, 1 Chron. xxix. 11. 

Supreme, absolute, universal Owner of all 
things. Indeed, all things are of Him, made 
out of nothing, except it oe Himself. What- 
ever befalls me, either for seeming good or evil, 
let me acknowledge Him. 1 Sam. iii. 18. 

III. He is Lord of aU. Acts z. 86. 

Not only by ownership, but by government. 
He made — He now preserves. He called into 
being — He now directs. What power I have 
is for His use and for His glory. Do I so use 
it, and conform to His wifl ? 1 Ckron. xxix. 
14, 16, 

ZtxU 

To the only toise God our Saviour be glory 
and majesty y dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen, Jade 20. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 216. 

223 



Monday. Second Week 

THE HOLINESS AND UNCHANGEABLENE8S OF GOD. 

Read Ps. zciz. 

I. The Lord otw God U holy. lb. 9. 

Think what the holiness of God is, — freedom 
from every spot or stain — the fulness of love, 
and joy, and peace. Oh, that I could imitate 
His purity, loathe evil as He does, and be 
made meet to sing ** Holy, holy, holy I" 
JRev, iv. 8. 

II. Righteous in all His ways, and holp in all His 
works, Ps. cxlv. 17. 

So not only is God all holy within Himself^ 
but outwardly in all His works. Observe 
them in themselves, how good ! observe them 
in their objects, how admirable] Oh, that 
my works were as Thine, without blemish, O 
Lord I Eph. v. 26, 27 ; 2 Pet. iii. 14. 

III. / am the Lord, I change not Mai. iii. 6. 

Notwithstanding His infinite power. His 
Ceaseless actings. His perfect freedom, God 
changeth not. In creation, in destruction, ever 
the same ; tempted and provoked, yet undis- 
turbed. What ought I, His servant, to be 7 
Ps, evi. 8, 13, 44, 45, &c. 

Ztxt 
As He which hath called you is Tioly, so be 
ye Jwly in all manner of conversation. 1 Pet. 
1. 16. 
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itfter Trinity. Tubbdat. 

THE LOTS OF GOD BOTH TOWARDS HIMSBLF 

AND US. 

Read I John iv. 7-21. 

I. God is love. lb. 16. 

And being in Himself all good^ He loves 
Himself, the Spirit of God being love; de- 
lights in His own works, and directs them to 
His own glory. So should His creatures do, 
not to their own but to His glory. Yet how 
often do I the contrary I S. John y. 41-44 ; 
viii. 54. 

II. The Father Himself loveth you. S. John xvi. 27. 

For the same reason, He hateth nothing 
that He hath made, desiring to conform all to 
His own image. We, thoagh sinners, are loved 
of Him — laden with His benefits and grace. 
Do I use these for Him? 1 Thess. ii. 11, 12. 

III. He hath done lehatsoever pleaseth Him. Pa. 

CXT. 3. 

And yet this is not from any necessity or 
obligation, but because it pleaseth Him. It 
is pleasure ever to give forth froip Himself 
streams of love. Thee will I praise, O God ; 
to Thee will I give thanks Ps, ex v. 1. 

Hi8 banner over me was love. Cant. ii. 4. 
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Wednesday. Second Week 

THE GOODNESS, CX>1I PASSION, AND JUSTICE OF OOD. 

Reeul Isaiah Ixiii. 

I. The Lord is good to alU Ps. cxIt. 9. 

He has given us laws, yet according to our 
strength ; grace according to our need. He 
is not extreme or severe: He calls hack the 
wandering, leads the blind, helps the weak. 
Blessed be God ! Is, xl. 11. 

II. His tender mercies are over all His works. lb. 

Although He is all perfect in all ways, the 
compassion of God stands out shining beyond 
all His attributes. Seeing our misery, He 
supplies our wants, prevents, assists, rescues, 
warns, consoles. What do I not owe to Him ? 
Lam, iii. 32, 33. 

III. TTiou tookest vengeance of their inventions, 
Fs. xcix. 8. 

For all He is so good, yet He loathes evil, 
and in His justice takes vengeance on the sins 
of men. Disease, famine, pestilence, death — 
these are the messengers of His wrath. If I 
suffer, let me abase myself; I deserve all, and 
more ; yet Christ has borne all for me. 1 Cor, 
XI. 30-32 ; S. Luke xxiii. 41. 

€txt. 

Mercy and truth are met together; right" 
eousTiess and peace have kissed each other. 
Ps. IxxxY. 10. 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

THB PROYIDENCB OF OOD. 

Bead Ps. xxiii. (S. Matt. vi. 25, &c) 

I. 7^ Lord is my Shepherd ; I shall not want* 
lb. 1. 

This is true of all of God's creatures ; He 
cares for each as if there were none other. 
He creates all things, and by these, under His 

Srovidence, all His purpose is effected. To 
[im most safely may I commit myself. Phil, 
iv. 6. 

II. Ye ilumght evil eigainst me, but God meant it 
unto good. Gen. 1. 20. 

Every trouble, trial, affliction, yea, even our 
worst enemies, come upon us through His pro- 
vidence. What comes upon me through others, 
I may always receive as from Him, and for 
my ^bod. Do I accept them cheerfully ? Ps* 
XXXI. 15 ; Horn. viii. 28. 

III. It is Thou, Lord, only that mdkest me dwell in 
safety, Ps. iv. 8. 

And therefore, whether by day or by night, 
in health or sickness, I may **lay me down in 
peace, and take my rest." Is this my spirit — 
calm repose in Him 7 1 Pet, v. 7. 

ZtxX, 

He mdketh His sun to nse on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
the unjust, S. Matt. v. 46. 
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Friday. Second Week 

THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD. 

Read Fs. cxxxix. 

I. Can any hide himself in secret places, that I shall 
not see him 7 Jer. xxiii. 24. 

Where is the place in which God is not? 
Wliere might we be hid from His all-seeing 
eye? But He is every where, and we alto- 
gether open to, and seen of Him. Do I live 
with this thought always before me? Heb* 
iv. 13. 

II. Do not I Jill heaven and earth ? saith the Lord. 
lb. 

He is not only every where, but filling all 
things, by His very existence, by His pre- 
sence, by His power. There is ample matter 
for reverence, for fear, for consolation, for 
encouragemeat. Ps, xxiii. 4. 

III. Not far from every one of us. Acts xviL 27. 

And not only around and about us, but 
within us also. There, except I drive Him 
forth, dwells the triune God. By His good- 
ness I exist; by His wisdom I understand; 
by His power I act. Oh, let me seek Him, 
let me keep Him there ! S, John xiv. 17. 

He JiUeth all in all, A very present help 
in trouble. Eph. i. 23 ; Ps. xlvi. 1. 



after Trinity. Saturday. 

JESUS BAPTISED BT JOHN. 

Read S. Matt. ill. (S. Mark i., S. Luke iii.) 

I. Then cometh Jesus, j-e. urUo John^ to be baptised 
of him. lb. 13. 

He first took on Him the nature of sinful 
man ; now the form of a penitent, willing to 
be accounted vile. But John knew and con- 
fessed Him as God, abasing himself — the 
sure fruit of the knowledge of God. 1 Pet, 
V. 5. 

II. Suffer it to be so now^for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness. lb. 15. 

Yet John must follow his vocation. Christ 
leads the way to humble obedience ; His ser- 
vant must follow. In humility and obedience 
is the path to all true holiness. Is this my 
path ? Heb. x. 7. 

III. Lo, the heavens were opened ; and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending , SfC. ; and lo, a voice^ ^o. 
« This is My beloved Son.*' lb. 16, 17. 

Open to the lowly are the gates of heaven. 
On these, the gentle and meek, rests the Spirit, 
as a dove. These are the children of God, 
heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. Would I 
have the spirit of adoption ? Yea, Lord. — Then 
learn of Me, Fs. cxxxviii. 6. 

^txt. 
Submitting yourselves one to another in ike 
fear of God. Eph. v. 21. 
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Ci)trtr duntKa^ afUt Crimtp. 

CHRIST LED INTO THE DESERT TO BE TEMPTED. 

Read S. Matt. iv. 1 (S. Mark i.). 

I. Then W€U Jesus led up of the Spirit into the toil' 
demess. lb. 1. 

Even by the Spirit of God. When tempta- 
tions arise, where is safety ? Among men in 
public resorts ? No ; but in silence, in secrecy, 
where God only is. S. Mark vi. 30-32. 

II. And He wets there in the wilderness forty days^ 
tempted of Satan, S. Mark i. 13. 

To be tempted {S. Matt,), For all that hap- 
pens to the people of God comes from Him, 
18 permitted of Him. Jesus was an hungered. 
So Satan watches for my hours of weakness. 
In such hours I need but watch the more. 
1 Pet. V. 8. 

III. If Thou be the Son of God. lb. 3. 

By presumption of God*8 favour, by undue 
conndence, by an appeal to our adoption in 
God, by seemingly good ways, he would 
overthrow me. How did Christ answer? " It 
is written." My strength must be in the know- 
ledge of His word, and in a willing obedience 
to It, through the power of Christ. Eph, vi. 
17. 

Take unto you the whole armour of Oody 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evU 
day, Eph. vi. 13. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 888. 
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Third Week after Trinity. Monday. 

BIS THREE TEMPTATIONS AND VICTORY. 

Reads, Matt. iv. Ml. 

I. Command that these stones be made bread lb. 8. 
The tempter would have Christ minister to 

his bodily appetites in an irresrular way, not 
trusting to God. He put aside the temptation, 
not parleying with it, satisfied to do without 
what God had not supplied. ^* Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word which 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Detit, 
viii. 3; Heb. ii. 18 ; iv. 15. 

II. Cast Thyself doum^ for it is written, j-c. lb. 6. 
Now he misuses the word of God, hoping to 

lead Christ to presumptuous ostentation by the 
semblance of glorifying God. All is not holy 
which appears so. I must try its objects, in- 
tentions, circumstances, for **Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God." Deut, vi. 16. 

III. yill these things toUl I give Thee, if ^c. lb. 9. 
If what? If thou wilt disobey, dishonour, 

deny God. Such is the condition of all Satan's 
promises. And what will he not give for the 
ruin of a soul? To such temptations the 
answer must be resolute, "Get thee hence." 
"Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve." Deut. vi. 13. 

Sesist the devil, and he wUlflee from you. 
S. James iv. 7. 
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TuBSDAY. Third Week 

8. JOHN BAPTI8T*S FIRST TESTIMONY TO CHRIST. 

Read S. John i. 19-28 (S. Mark i., S. Luke iii.). 

L WfM art Ihoul . . I am not the Christ, lb. 19, 
20. 

His holy life made them think him some 
great one. Yet he had lived humbly. True 
praise follows not those who seek the praises 
of men, but who abase themselves, acknow- 
ledge their nothingness, glorify God. Do I 
so live ? 1 Tim, i. 15 ; Job xl. 4. 

II. Whatiheni Art thou EliasJ . . I am not. lb. 
21. 

No ; nor ** that Prophet." Yet the charac- 
ter of Elias and of a prophet were truly his 
(S, Luke vii. 24). But as he could answer truly, 
and still abase himself, he did. Do I make 
such a choice when I can ? and if I do, do I 
feel it in my soul, or is it in word only ? 

III. ffe it is, who coming after me is pre/erred 
before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy 
to unloose. lb. 27. 

Here S. John delighted to speak. To lower 
himself was to exalt Christ. Honour was given 
to his Lord by disclaiming it for himself. Do 
I love to give praise to others, or am I ambi- 
tious of it for myself? Rom, xii. 10. 

Render honour to whom honour {is due). Not 
unto U8j O Lord, not unto us, Rom. xiii. 7; 
Ps, cxv. 1. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

ANOTHER TESTIMONT TO CHRIST. 

Read S. John I 29-34. 

I. ITte next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 
and saith, lb. 29. 

John was both a prophet and an apostle. 
Like all the prophets, he spake of Jesus. Like 
a true apostle, he lost no. opportunity of prac- 
tising Him. Do I lose no occasion of bearing 
witness for my Master? Acts x. 43. 

II. Behold ihe Lamb ofGod^ which taketh away the 
sin of the world, lb. 

This is the real end of the Gospel. Remis- 
sion of sins. Christ the atonement, the true 
sacrifice, the Lamb. Do I think of Him, 
meek and lowly, bound for me ? Do I look 
on Him with hope, and gratitude, and love ? 
Do I speak of Him to others ? Jer. ix. 23, 4. 

III. / saw, and bare record, that this is ihe Son of 
God, lb. 34. 

He added that he knew Him not, that is, 
at first. But he saw Him, and believed on 
Him. Now he bears record of Him. Have 
I found Him my Saviour and my God ? Do 
I glorify Him ? How do I deal with His chil- 
dren, and those over me, see their virtues, not 
their failings ? Do I acknowledge them, and 
abase myself? 1 Tkess, v. 12, 13. 

SCrxt 
Behold the Lamb of God, S. John i. 29. 
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Thursday. Third Week 

THE THIRD TESTIMONT OF JOHN, AND THE EFFECT 
ON HIS DISCIPLES. 

Read S. John i. 35-S9. 

I. The next day^ John looking upon Jesus, saith. 
Behold the Lamb of God. lb. 35, 36. 

Again John seized an opportunit}^ of wit- 
nessing to Jesus. *^ Two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus.? God elves 
opportunities; it is our duty to use them. 
He touches the heart; it is ours to give our- 
selves to Him, and be thankful. Who made 
me to differ 7 S. John vi, 44. 

II. What seek yel Where dwellest thou? Come 
and see, lb. 38-9. 

What are we really seeking? Happy in- 
deed if 1 can answer, " Jesus." If in truth 
and earnest we desire to abide there where He 
dwells, surely He will give us now to see Him 
by faith ; hereafter " come, ye blessed," to see 
Him in His glory. But is this my one de- 
sire? Ps, xxvii. 8, 

III. Thep came and saw where He dwelt, and abode 
with Him that day. lb. 39. 

How sincerely they desired to see Him is 
plain. They followed, and saw, and abode 
with Him. Let me try and imagine how they 
spent that holy day. As for me, am I not 
wearied with one short hour? S. Matt. xxvi. 
40. 

ZtxX. 

Let him that heareth say, Come ! and let him 
that is athirst come. Hey. xxii. 17. 
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after Trinily, Friday. 

PETER BROUGHT TO CHRIST. PHILIP CALLED. 

Read S. John i. 40-44. 

I. {Andrew) iaith unto him. We have found the 

Messias. lb. 41. 

Here is the fruit of the knowledge of Christ. 
Joy in ourselves ; zeal for the souls of others. 
Blessed indeed if I have found Him myself. 
Blessed if I speak of Him to others, in whom 
I have all. Acts iv. 13 ; Dan, xii. 3. 

II. And he brought him to Jesus . . . Thou shalt be 
called Cephas. lb. 42. 

Not content with speaking only, He per- 
suaded and brought him. How willingly Peter 
went with him ! And Jesus looked on him, 
and touched his heart. Oh, that look, may it 
rest on me! But remember the word Ce- 
phas — a stone, solid, firm, constant. S, Mark 
X. 21 ; S. Luke xxii. 61. 

III. Jesus . . findeth Philip, and saith unto him : 
Follow Me. lb. 43. 

He went towards Galilee, the rudest, most 
Ignoble part of Judea.- Amongst the bumble 
Christ seeks His disciples. And what is their 
vocation ? " Follow Me V Such also is mine. 
Do I walk in it^ and glory in it? S. James 
iv. 6. 

We cannot hut speak the things which we 
have seen and heard. Acts iv. 20. 
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Saturday. Third Week after Trinity. 

NATHANAEL LED TO CHRIST BT PHILIP. 

Read S. John i. 45-51. 

I. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto himy 

We have found Him, ^e, lb. 45. 

He loves God most truly who labours that 
others should love Him also. Nathanael for 
awhile doubted. Why? Because of the poverty 
of Nazareth. Do others see no loveliness in 
Jesus? Bid them " come and see." S, John 
iv. 28, 29. 

II. Behold an Israelite indeed, ^o, lb. 47. 

Yet Christ might justly be offended by Na- 
thanael's doubts. But He loved his sincerity. 
Would we follow the example of Christ ? Put 
a good meaning on the words of others. How 
do I act? Is not this for my own peace? 
1 Cor, xiii. 5. 

III. Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God: Thou art the 
King of Israel. lb. 49. 

A blessed confession. Habbi, master. The 
Son of God, brother of the brethren, the King 
of Israel, and Lord of all. Do I walk care- 
fully as in His sight, who saw Nathanael under 
the fig- tree; who seethme? (Prov» xv. 11.) 
Blessed fruits of a brother's zeal ! 

tJext. 
They that turn many to righteousness (shall 
shine) as the stars for ever and ever, Dan. 
xii. 8. 
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dTottttl) ^nntiM after Crintt^. 

THE HARKIAGE IN CANA OF GALILEE. 

Read S. John ii. 1-11. 

I. The Mother of Jesus was titer e: And both Jesus 
was called, and His disciples. lb. 1, 2. 

" They have no wine." Who ? Jesus, His 
mother, His disciples. At least, then, learn 
contentedn&ss, simplicity, sobriety. Love to 
be there where He and His saints are with 
thee. Am I impatient and anxious ? Remem- 
ber His words, '* Mine hour is not yet come.*' 
Times are His, not ours. Ps. xxxi. 15 ; Acts 
i. 7. 

II. Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it, lb. 5. 
Such is an example of submission under a 

seeming rebuke ; a spirit of obedience, and 
faithful confiding in His intended kindness. 
My works can contribute nothing. Yet is my 
desire and duty, O Lord, to know and to do 
Thy will. S. Matt. vii. 24-27. 

III. Fill the waterpois ufith water, lb. 7. 

He had a bounteous gift in store, but He 
would have them labour first. His ways are 
not as ours. We seek temporal enjoyments 
now, false and fleeting. He stores up for those 
who love Him future eternal bliss, and I have 
to choose. JSccles, xii. 3, &c. ; Is. Ixiv. 9. 

He (filletk) the hungry with good things, 
S. Luke u 53. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 286. 
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Monday. Fourth Week 

THB BUTEBS AND SELLERS CAST FORTH FROM 
THE TEMPLE. 

Read^.Jo\mn, 13-25. 

I. He found in the temple those that sold oxen, and 

sheep, and doves, lb. 14. 

Under the pretence of serving Him they 
served themselves. His house is the house of 
prayer. Do we carry our worldly business 
there ? We are as they. Moreover, we our- 
selves are His temple (1 Cor, iii. 17). Is 
that temple filled with His presence, or with 
earthly cares and sensual desires ? 

II. He drove them all out of the temple. lb. 15. 
Here at the beginning of His ministry, and 

ag^in at the close {S. Matt. xxi. ; S. Mark 
XI. ; S. Luke xix.). He cleansed the house of 
God of these evils. And now by trials and 
reproofs He chastises His people. Have I so 
received and acknowledged Him? 1 Pet, v. 6. 

III. Make not My Father'^s house an house ofmer- 
ohandise. lb. 16. 

"Take these things hence." Such also is 
our Lord's warning to every one of us. Take 
hence evil passions, vanities, lusts, affections, 
all that can offend Him and defile ourselves. 
Have I attended to His voice? Beware. 
1 Sam, ii. 30, &c. 

aJfXt. 

He that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy, Prov. xxix. 1. 
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after Trinity. Tuesday. 

THB CONYBBSATION OF CH&IST WITH NICODEMUS. 

Read S. John iii. 1-15. 

I. A ruler of the Jews : The same came to Jesus 

by night, lb. 1, 2. 

He came acknowledging the zeal, the power, 
and the authority ol'Christ. He came secretly 
and in fear. This was excusable in one who 
did not fully know Christ, who was as yet 
learning Him. Would it be excusable in me, 
His avowed disciple? 2 Kvng$ v. 18, 19; 
1 Sam. ii. dO. 

II. We know that Thou art a teacJier come from 
God. lb. 

This much Christ's works proved Him to 
be. Do not I accept Him as my teacher? 
Does His teaching advance and profit me ? or 
is it choked by earthly thoughts and desires? 
S. Mark iv. 18, 10. 

III. Verily t verily^ I say unto thee. lb. 3. 
What does our Lord teach? The new birth, 

baptism of water and the Spirit, and a teach- 
able mind. His own incarnation, " He gave 
His only-begotten Son." His passion ; " So 
must the Son of man be lifted up." Here are 
the motives of our love and our discipleship. 
Thus moved, Nicodemus acknowledged Christ. 
Help me, Lord, to do so likewise. Pa. Ixxxiv. 
7 ; 8. John xix. 39. 

Whosoever shall not receive tJie kingdom of 
Qod as a little child shall in no wise enter 
therein. 8. Luke xviii. 17. 

239 



Wednesday. Fourth Week 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE TEINITT TAUGHT TO HIM. 

Read S. John iii. 16-21. 

I. God so loved the world, that He gave His only' 
begotten Son, lb. 16. 

Here Christ teaches him the Person of the 
Father, and His love to us. Him should we 
adore; Him acknowledge; to Him give 
thanks ; to Him offer all we have. Unworthy 
though I am, He is my Father. Is. Ixiii, 16. 

II. Light is come into the world. lb. 19. 

Here He teaches the Person of the Son, 
Himself, the true Light. The Sun of right- 
eousness; whom only ought I to love, my 
Saviour. Yet who loves the light? Who 
walks in it? Does the world? Do I? S. 
John i. 9, II. 

III. Thai which is bom of the Spirit is spirit. lb. 
6. 

Here He teaches the Person of the Holy 
Ghost, the Spirit of God, the Sanctifier. He 
speaks by the Word, by inspiration. How 
few know whence He comes or whither He 
goes ! Teach me, O Lord, to know Thee, Thy 
beginnings, Thy ends iu me. Fs. cxliii. 10, 11. 

SCrxt. 

Ve are the children of light ; walk as chil'- 
dren of light. 1 Thess. v. 6 ; Eph. v. 8. 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

S. JOHN baptist's FOURTH TESTIMONY. 

Read S. John iil 22-36. 

I. Behold • • a// men come to Him, lb. 26. 

Even the self-denying disciples of John were 
open to unholy tempers. Envious of Christ, 
and preferring John to Him. It is unsafe to 
love any thing, except in and for God. They 
were led to speak untruly. Am I betrayed 
into such faults ? 1 Cor, xiii. 4. 

II. The friend of the Bridegroom . . rejoiceth greatly, 
because of the Bridegroom's voice. lb. 2d. 

He knew in whom he believed, and loved his 
Lord. Neither jealousy nor envy moved him. 
It is not easy to rejoice in the exaltation of 
another ; but it is the part of a Christian to 
do so ; and grace may effect it in me. Prav. 
xvii. 17. Is my love, even of Jesus, such ? 

III. ffe must increase f but I must decrease. lb. 30. 

All was summed up in this. And in this are 
the two great principles on which I ought to 
act. Glorify God — abase thyself. Have I 
learnt this? Then should I strive to act so, 
even by my fellow-creatures. How much 
more by Him, in whom only is life. PkU. ii. 
8,9. 

Or one member be honoured, aUthe members 
rejoice with it, 1 Cor. xii. 26. 
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Feiday. Fourth Week 

S. JOHN BAPTIST IMPRISONED. 

Road S. Mark vi. 14-20 (S. Matt. xiv.). 

I. Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon 
Johnj and bound him in prison* lb. 17. 

John, who just bore witness to Christ, now 
has to suffer for faithfulness. Is he angry, mur- 
muring, discontented ? This is not the temper 
of those who follow Christ. Have I to suffer 
also? God's choicest servants have suffered 
before. 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9. 

II. For John had said unto Herod: It is not lawful 
for thee to have thy brother's wife, lb. 18. 

Here is the cause. Herod had obeyed his 
own lusts. John had, in zeal for the honour 
of God, reproved the evil -doer. Happy for 
me if my worst trials were my reward for 
serving Thee, O God. Ezek, ii. 5-8. 

III. Herod feared John, lb. 20. 

For he was a just man, and holy. Herod 
knew this, heard him often, heard him gladly, 
was persuaded to many things, but could not 
conquer his lusts ; and was tempted to please 
the partner of his guilt rather than serve God. 
What a lesson! I, too, must choose. Acts 
iv. 19. 

^rxt. 

We ought to obey God rather than men. 
Acts V. 29, 
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after Trinity. Saturday. 

CHRIST AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 

Reetd S. John iv. 1-14. 

I. Jesus f being wearied with His journey, sat thus 

on the well. lb. 6. 

Jesus wearied ! Think of this when in toil, 
and be content. But in His fatigue He thought 
of one poor soul, and she was a sinner. He 
waited for her. How long has He not waited 
for me ! Is, xxx. 18. 

II. There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw 
water. lb. 7. 

Happy those who are found in the discharge 
of their daily duties when the hour of grace is 
at hand. Carelessness in these is a bad pre- 
paration. Industry and dih'genee have their 
reward. Have I reaped it? Prov. xiii. 4. 

III. Jesus saith unto her. Give Me to drink. Then 
saith the woman, j-c. How is it 7 4[o. lb. 7,9, 

How little He asks ! a cup of cold water. 
How rudely she met His request ! Type of all 
who hear His voice, asking for their service, 
and yet render it not. Yet all He asks is for 
my good. He asks little; He gives much. 
S. Matt, xxiii. 37 j xxv. 21. 

Ztxt 

I am sought of them that ashed not for Me. 
I am found of them that sought Me not. Is. 
Ixv. 1. 
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dPtft]^ dttntrai) after Ctm%. 

COMYEBTED, SHE BRINGS OTHERS TO CHRIST. 

Read S. John iv. 10-34. 

I. If thou knewesi the gift of God^ and who it ts, 
. . thou wouldest have asked of Him. lb. 10. 

But she knew not, nor can any till they are 
taught of God. In His presence alone, and in 
the knowledge of Him, is jjeace. In Christ 
alone are the well-springs of living waters. 
Do I seek them ? Do I find them there ? Ps, 
xvi. 11. 

II. Give me this water ^ that I thirst not, lb. 15. 

Here is the effect of converse with Christ. 
He shewed her the sins of her life; she 
acknowledged Him, left her earthly cares, 
sought living waters for herself, sought to 
bring others to Him (t^. 28). Is my joy in 
Him, and my zeal for Him, such as hers? 
Hev, xxii. 17. 

III. My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, 
and to finish His work. lb. 34. 

His disciples thought that He needed food. 
Here was His food, the saving of a soul. His 
Father's will. Am I, too, as food to Thee, 
O Lord ? Oh, that the doing Thy will also 
were mine ! Job xxiii. 12. 

The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters. Rev. vii. 17. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 24C. 

244 



Fifth Week after Trinity, Monday. 

CHRIST HEALS THE NOBLEMAN'S SON. 

Read S. John ir. 46-54. 

I. When he (whose son was sick, ib. 46) heard that 
Jesus was come^ S[o, he went unto Him. Ib. 47. 

We run readily enough to Christ when sor- 
row is upon us. Therefore God sends it, and 
we should readily bear it. If we go to Him 
in bodily ailments, how much more in those 
of the soul ! Do not delay when temptation 
begins, lest sin and death follow. Hos. v. 15, 

II. Except ye see signs and wonders, ye unit not be- 
lieve. Ib. 48. 

For he bad asked Christ to come to the 
place, whicb was needless, and shewed want 
of perfect faith. Yet when blamed, he per- 
severed in prayer, received Christ's promise, 
and believed. "Thy son Uveth." Lord, say 
to me, " Son, thy soul shall live/' Ps, 
XXXV. 3. 

III. Himself believed and his whole house. Ib. 53. 
They met him and told of his son's health, 

and he believed. He told of Jesus's word, and 
they believed also. Such as my inner man, 
my soul, and heart is, such will my outer 
man by grace become. If the oue is with 
Christ, the other will be gained for Him. 1 
Sam. xii. 24. 

Ztxt, 
Come unto Me, all ye tliat labour and are 
heavy laden, S. Matt. xi. 28. 
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Tuesday. Fifth Week 

PETER FISHING AT THB LA KB OF OENNESARET. 

Read S. Luke v. 1-11. 

I. The people pressed upon Him to hear the word 
ofOod. lb. 1. 

Would that we were so affected now-a-days ! 
Christ entered into Simon's ship. Happy to 
receive his Lord ! But he had to thrust out 
from the land, before Christ sat down to teach. 
So need I go forth from the world ere He rests 
within me. 1 John ii. 15. 

II. He said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, 
and let down pour nets, lb. 4. 

Christ would lead him to further obedience. 
They who had toiled all night (as we in this 
weary world), and taken nothing (what have 
I gained in it ?), might well trust themselves 
to labour for Him who is sure to recompense. 
JEccles. ii. 22, 23. 

III. They inclosed a great multitude qf fishes. 
lb. 6. 

And they received the reward of their faith 
and obedience. Who ever wrought in the 
name of the Lord, and obeying Him, and 
failed ? Trust all to Him who cares for thee, 
my soul. Ps. xxxvii. 25. 

€txt. 

Seek ye fint the kingdom of God and His 
righteousnesSy and all these things shall be 
added unto you, S. Matt. vi. 33. 
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after Trinity, Wbdnbsday. 

THE CALL OF PETER AND ANDREW, JAMES AND 

JOHN. 

Head S. Matt. iv. 18-23 (S. Mark i.). 

I. Follow MCy and I will make youjishers qf men, 

lb. 19. 

He called brothers — types of Christian bro- 
therhood and love — simple poor men — figures 
of Christian humility — from toiling after un- 
certain possessions on earth, to walk after 
Him, and keep Him before their eyes, and 
win souls for JEIim. In all an ensample for 
us. S, John xii. 26. 

II. They straightway left their nets and followed 
Him, lb. 20. 

The nets of this world to me are, too much 
intercourse with the world, needless entang- 
ling with its employments, evil affections with- 
in. Oh, that I had a ready will to leave these, 
and follow Jesus ! S, Marh x. 28. 

III. And He taw other two . . and He called them . . 
and {they) followed Him, lb. 21, 22. 

These also were earning their livelihood, yet 
they left all. Even a still brighter* pattern 
than the former. To these no promise of a 
calling was given. These had to leave not nets 
only, but a father. Yet they trusted Christ, 
and obeyed. Have I the least portion of such 
a spirit ? Heb, xi. 8. 

WTufse faith follow, considering the end of 
their conversation : Jesus Christ the same yes^ 
terday, and to-day, and far ever, Heb. xiiL 
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Thuesday. Fifth Week 

THE POSSESSED OF THE DETIL HEALED OF AN 
UNCLEAN SPIRIT. 

Read S. Mark i. 23-28 (S. Luke iv.). 

I. There VfCLB in their spnagoffue a man with an «n« 
clean spirit, lb. 23. 

What a misery I Yet they who are so pos- 
sessed in soul care little about it. ''Let ua 
alone;" "What have we to do with thee?" 
These are sure signs of the evil one, hatred 
of the presence of God, and continuance in 
sin. Do I love, and seek, and preserve that 
presence ? S. Matt, viii. 29-84. 

II. / know Thee who Thou art — the Holy One of 
God, lb. 24. 

Why say so? Was it to appease or to 
tempt our Lord? Such con&ssions, such 
praise, pleased not the Holy One, and He bid 
the evil spirit hold his peace, and come out. 
Is my praise, are my prayers, meet for His 
acceptance? Ps, 1. 16; cxix. 171. 

III. And when the unclean spirit had torn him . . . 
he came out of him, lb. 26. 

With one word of Jesus' he went forth ; in 
mercy He did not leave them alone. Is it 
not our own fault if unclean, unholy thoughts 
are not cast forth ? Jesus is ready. Am not I ? 
I may be rent in the struggle : but I will trust 
in God, and He will overcome for me. 1 S. 
Pet. iv. 12, 13. 

SText. 

He cast out the spirits wiih His word. S. 
Matt. viii. 16. 
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after Trinity, Fbioay. 

SIMON*S WIPB^ MOTHSR HEALED. 

Read S. Luke iv. 38, 39 (S. Matt viii., Mark I). 

I. Simon's w\fe*t mother wtu taken with a great 
fever, lb. 38. 

So CfariBt found her. How has He found 
me? The fever of the soul is ayarice, lust, 
ambition, passion. Do any of these hold me ? 
Acknowledge thy disease^ and open the door 
to Jesus. 1$. i. 6. 

II. He came and took her hy the hand, S;o, and im- 
mediately the fever left her, S. Mark i. 31. 

All is hopeless, except God extend the hand 
of His mercy and lift us up. How often has 
He held out His hand, and I took it not 1 Do 
I love my disease and cling to it? Help me, 
O Lord, lest I sicken unto death. Jer, li. 9. 

III. She arose and ministered unto them, Yer. 39. 

When healing is from God, it is indeed ef- 
fectual. Too often it is partial. We wish to 
be cured by a miracle, and take no pains 
ourselves. JBut He would have us arise, give 
thanks, and serve Him. Whom do I really 
serve? myself or my Lord? Ps, li. 12, 13, 

When thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren. S. Luke xxii. 32. 
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Saturday. Fifth Week after Trinity. 

HOW RIGHTLY TO FOLLOW CHRIST. 

lUad S. Luke ix. 57-62 (S. Matt, viii.)* 

I. Zorrf, / will follow Thee whithersoever Thou 
goesL lb. 57. 

A very good resolution, had he counted the 
cost. He who knew all things knew the mo- 
tive, and warned him that he was to follow 
One who had not where to lay His head. Do 
I think of this? 2 Car. viii. 9. 

II. Lord^ suffer me first to go and bury mp father, 
lb. 59. 

This disciple had heen bidden to follow 
Christ. Even natural ties must be laid aside 
when God speaks ; the world must take care 
of itself, the dead bury their dead. His will 
is the only true standard. So must I follow 
Him. S, Matt. x. 37. 

III. Let me first go bid them farewell^ which are 
at home at my house. lb. 61. 

This one, like the first, offered to follow 
Christ ; but his heart still lingered in his for- 
mer home. They who would follow Christ 
must look forward, not backward. Have home 
affections had too much weight with me? 
Phil iii. 13, 14. 

Many are caUed^ hut few chosen. Hemem" 
her Zofs wife. S. Matt. zx. 16; S. Luke 
xvii. 32. 
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&iTt^ duntlap after Crintt^. 

THE STORM AT SEA CALMED. 

Read S. Matt. viii. 23-27. 

I. ffis disciples followed Him, And behold, there 

arose a great tempest, lb. 23, 24. 
** Bat He was asleep,*' in body, not in spirit. 
(JPs, cxxi. 4.) Tranquil in the midst of trouble, 
they followed Him into danger. Where Christ 
is, there may be both trial and temptation. 
Yet faint not, for He is with thee. 8. Matt, 
XX. 22, 23 ; S. James i. 12. 

II. Lord, save us, we perish, lb. 25. 

Were they wrong in running to Him who 
alone could save? Not in this; but they 
wanted faith in His power, sleeping and wak- 
ing, to presenre. And they were tearful. In 
every trial eive me confidence and an undis- 
turbed mind, O Lord. Is, xli. 10. 

III. He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea^ 
and there was a great calm. lb. 26. 

First, the cause of the waves, then the 
waves themselves. Is my soul in a tumult? 
Ask where is the cause ? Root out this. How 
often has God rebuked my passions ! Oh, for 
that perfect calm which He alone can make ! 
Ps, Ixv. 7. 

^ext. 

The Lord shall give strength unto HU people : 
the Lord shall pive His people the blessing of 
peace, Ps. xxix. 10. 

Fox thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 275. 
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Monday. Siwth Week 

THB LEGION CAST OUT. 

Read S. Matt. viii. 28-34 (S. Mark v., Luke viii.). ' 

I. There met Him two possessed with devils. lb. 28. 

In the tombs, on the mountains, naked , 
fierce, untamable. Such is the treatment of 
man by the «vil one ; and too many love it ; 
bursting the bands of the holy law, rending 
the robe of grace, unconverted. Ps. ii. 1-3. 

II. When he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and wor- 
shipped Him. S. Mark v. 6. 

He, whom we fear not to sin against, was 
adored even of these evil ones. (Jos. ii. 19.) 
What need of watching against those who im- 
plore permission to destroy us : and, if one 
come in, room may be made for many. S. 
Matt. xii. 45. 

III. J[f Thou cast us oui^ suffer us to go away into 
the herd of swine. lb. 31. 

They really have no power, except God 
permit, {/oh i, 9-12.) None over me, unless I 
open m^ heart to them, and close it to God. 
The swme were destroyed by their Maker, 
for the sake of this poor soul. All temporal 
possessions are worthless in respect of it. S. 
Mark viii. 37. 

Em. 

Greater is he that is in you, than he that is 
in the world, 1 S. John iv. 4. 
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after Trinity, Tuesday. 

THE OESOESBNES BBO CHRIST TO DEPART. 

Read S. Mark v. 14-19. 

I. [They) see him that was possessed . . sitting ^ and 

clothed t and in his right mind, lb. 15. . 

SittiDg at the feet of his Redeemer in hu- 
mility, clothed with grace and the righteous- 
ness of Christ. Come to himself, the evil one 
cast out. Type of all penitents who, like 
Mary, sit at the feet of Jesus. There, Lord^ 
may I be also. 8. Luke x. 89. 

II. And they began to pray Him to depart out of 
their coasts. lb. 17. 

Bather lose the presence of Jesus, than the 
profits of an evil calling. The sure conse- 
quence of an earthly mind is a dread of His 
presence. Have I ever indulged in sin, until 
that presence was painful? Lord, pardon 
me. Job xzi. 14; Pa. zxii. 11. 

Ill He that had been possessed with the devil prayed 
Him that he might be with Him. lb. 18. 

And he was accepted, but not exactly as he 
asked. He was made a preacher (ver. 19, 20) 
of the love of Jesus even to those who had 
begged Him to depart. His was the fruit of 
grace. Be mine, like his, the desire to dwell 
with Christ, To live, to die in Him. Ps. 
Ixvi. 16 ; Ixxiii. 25. 

ZtxU 
Leave me not, neither forsake me, O Ood of 
my salvation. Ps. xxvii. 9. 
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Wednesday. Sixth Week 

:piE SICK OF THE PALST BROUGHT TO CHRIST. 

Read S. Mark ii. 1-12 (S. Matt, ix., S. Luke v.). 

I. One sick of the paJsy — home of four. lb. 3. 
His miserable state is a figure of such as 

have neither strength nor resolution to walk 
or act for the glory of God. Would such a 
one he healed ? These four : the knowledge of 
thy misery and of the goodness of God, faith 
in Him, and love of Him, will bear thee to 
Him. S. Matt. xi. 28. 

II. They could not find by what way they mxtfht 
bring him in, S. Luke t. 19. 

For the crowd prevented them. In the 
world is but little compassion ; still they per- 
severed, doing what they could. Do I do all 
I can for myself? — for others? — for God? 
Delay not to the morrow what can be done 
to-day. S. Mark xiv. 8. 

III. They uncovered the roof where He waSf and 
. . . they let down the bed. S. Mark ii. 4. 

Think of the charity of these men, and of 
the master of the house, and imitate it. 
Think of the earnest boldness and importu- 
nity of one who knew his sickness, and desired 
health. Is my desire of holiness genuine? 
Act on it. S. Luhe zviii. 7. 

Men ought always to pray ^ and not to faint, 
S. Luke xviii. 1. 
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after Trinity. Thuusday. 

THS SICK OF THE PALST HEALED. 

Read S. Matt. ix. 1-8. 

I. Sim, he of good cheer, thy sine be forgiven thee, 

lb. 2. 

What words of love, enough to soften a 
heart of stone! And he bad not asked so 
much. Now he was taught the cause of dis- 
ease — sin. This must first he cured. Have I 
learnt tbis 7 To root out the cause ? iS. John 
V. 14. 

II. Certain of the Scribes said, within themselves^ 
This Man blasphemelh. lb. 3. 

There are never wanting such as pervert the 
acts of mercy of others. Do I indulge such a 
temper? Hear our Lord ; " Why reason ye 
those things in your hearts?'' He sees mine, 
as he saw theirs. Heb, iv. 13. 

III. (He saith) to the sick of the palsy: Arise, take 
up thy bed, and go unto thine house* lb. 6. 

Now he is healed. Learn of him three 
things needful for all who would not relapse 
into the diseases of sin. Arise, in the strength 
of Christ, by unceasing resolution. Take away 
the bed of sloth and evil desire. Retreat into 
thine own heart, God's temple; examine it 
Abide quietly. Ps, iv. 4, 

ZtxU 

Him that cometh to Me, I will in no trise 
cast out. S. John vi. 37. 
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Friday. Sixth Week 

THB DISCIPLES PLUCK THE EARS OF CORN. 

Rectd S. Matt. xii. 1-8 (S. Mark ii., S. Luke vi.). 

I. His disciples were an hungered, and began to 
pluck the ears of corn, and to eat, j-o. lb. 

For their Master and they fared but hardly, 
and no one provided for them. His presence 
was their meat ; the Father's will His. How 
should not this make me give up all anxious 
care for the body, and make Him my daily 
food ! S. Matt. vi. 34 ; viii. 20. 

II. 7%y disciples do that which is not lawful to do 
upon the Sabbath-day, lb. 2. 

Such was the malice of the Pharisees, ever 
looking out for cause of .blame, and cloaking 
it under a pretext of zeal for God. Did they 
break no laws of God ? How few of those 
who blame others see or know their own faults ! 
Do I ? S, Matt. vii. 1-6. 

III. But He said unto them. Have ye not read 
what David did? lb. 3. 

They left their cause in their Master's hands, 
their and my Advocate. He defended them. 
He will defend me too when I suffer injury. 
Only I must be silent, not eive railing for 
railing, but cast myself on Him. Bom. xii. 
19. 

Zext. 

Casting aU your care upon Him ; for He 
carethfor you. 1 Pet. v. 7. 
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after Trinity. Saturdat. 

THE CALUNO OF MATTHEW. 

Head S. Matt. ix. 9-13 (S. Mark ii., S. Luke v.). 

I. He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the re- 
ceipt qf custom. lb, 9. 

Happy are they on whom God looks, that 
they may look on Him. Here our -Lord bids 
one sitting in the midst of earthly gain follow 
Him ) and (S. Luke) ' he left all, rose up, and 
followed' Christ. Hast Thou looked on me, 
O God ? Have I seen ? Do I leave all else 
to follow Thee ? S. John i. 48. 

II. Levi made him a great feast in his own hotud. 
S. Luke V. 29. 

Gratitude, joy, zeal for the souls of others, 
gave this invitation. Humility, and love of 
sinners, accepted it. Christ might Himself 
appear vile among sinners ; but Re heeded it 
not, if He might win them. Have I any 
such love for others ? 1 Cor. ix. 19-22. 

11^ Whg eateth your Master with publicans and 
sinners 1 S. Matt. ix. 11. 

Where should I have been, if my Lord de- 
spised such? Praise Him, my soul, who 
feeds with sinners, and bids them feed on 
Him. Do I murmur at others, or interpret 
what they do unkindly ? Here should be my 
warning. JRom. xiv. 4. 

€txU 
A friend ofpuhUcans and sinners. S. Matt. 
xi. 19. 

267 s 



debenti) duntfa^ after Crtntt]). 

THE ISSUE OF BLOOD HEALED. 

Read S. Mark v. 24-34 (S. Matt, ix., S. Luke viii.). 

I. A certain woman which . . had spent all that 
she had, and was nothing bettered, lb. 25, 26. 

How they value health who have lost it ! 
What pains, what sacrifices to recover it ! 
But the health of the soul, of how much more 
value is it I Do I care so much for it ? ^ Do 
I labour and expend all upon it; or is it 
whole? S, Matt. xvi. 26. 

II. When she had heard ofJesus^ came in the press 
behind, and touched His garment, lb. 27. 

So sure was she of the virtue that was in 
Jesus. May not I too approach Him in prayer, 
in His sacrament, the more eagerly for the 
crowd of evil that would keep me from Him ? 
Who toucheth Me ? It is I, O Lord, sick and 
sad, Thou knowest. S, Mark ii. 17. 

III. She eame trembling . . and declared unto 
Him before all the people for what cause she 
had touched Him. S. Luke viii. 47. 

This was what our Lord desired — an open 
confession for her own sake and for the in- 
struction of others. Fearful of unworthiness, 
willing to bear shame, truthful in her acknow- 
ledgments, and full of faith, she is welcomed 
in her humility as a '^ daughter.'' A blessed 
example to me. Ps, xxxii. 8-6. 

STrxt 

ThyfaUh hath 7nade thee whole. S. Matt. 
ix. 22. 



For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 320. 
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Seventh Week after TVinity. Monday. 

THE DAUGHTER Of JAIRUS RAISED. 

Read S. Matt. iz. 18-26 (S. Mark y., Luke vlii.). 

I. Mp daughter it even now dead, bvi eome, j'C, 

and the shall live* lb. 18. 

High and low, young and old, rich and 
poor, one with another. This day may be my 
last. Rather should we die, than live to sin. 
If, unhappily, we fall, we should at once run 
in penitence to God, who alone can give life, 
pardon, and peace. To defer this is to run 
again into sin. Pa, xzxix. 4 ; xc. 12. 

II. And when Jesus came . . He said unto them 
{the minstrels^ i^»)y ^^^ place, lb. 23, 24. 

All that is of this world must give way, if 
Jesus is to come in. She is not dead, but 
sleepeth. Type of those happy souls who are 
dead only to the world, but alive to God, and 
rest in Him. Have I banished the evil one 
and all his ? S, Matt, iv. 10. 

III. (He) took her hy the hand and oaUed^ safpng^ 
Maid, arise, S. Luke viii. 54. 

The hand of God alone can rabe the fallen. 
Do I know mine infirmity? do I fall under 
it 7 Lay hold of His strength ; He bids thee 
arise. Why do I not yield myself to His, will? 
I am His. Exod, x. 8 ; Rom, xiv. 8. 

Ztxu 

He bringeth low, and Ufteth up. 1 Sam. 
ii. 7. 
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Tuesday. Seventh Week 

TWO BLIND MEN RECEIVE THEIB SIGHT. 

Read S. Matt. ix. 27-31. 

I. Thou Son o/David^ have mercy on us. lb. 27. 

Their blindness was only of the body ; for 
they had faith in Christ, and hoped in His 
mercy. There is a blindness of soul, (is it 
mine ?), clouded by evil affections, neither 
seeing the way of truth nor receiving the 
blessed doctrines of Jesus. 1 Cor, ii. 14 ; Rev, 
iii. 17. 

II. Believe ye thai I am able to do this 7 lb. 28. 
All along the journey our Lord answered 

them not ; still they followed, persevering in 
their prayer. Now He questions them, not 
for His own sake, but for theirs. Follow Him, 
though He give not instant consolation. Con- 
fess His power ; wait for His mercy. S, Mark 
ix. 24. 

III. According to yourfaith^ be it unto you, lb. 29. 
Is this the measure of God's giflts? Not 

always, thanks to His mercy. Yet it may 
account for my lacking much which He wants 
to give (S, mark iv. 25). He healed them, 
and bid them tell no man. Is Christ willing 
to be unknown, and do I seek the praise of 
men? 

AU things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer ^ 
believing, ye shaU receive, S. Matt. xxi. 22. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

THE DI7MB DEVIL CAST OUT. 

Head S. Matt. iz. 32-38 ; S. Luke xi. 14-26. 

I. They brought to Him, ^o. And when the devil 
was cast out, the dumb spake, lb. 32, 33. 

Observe the charity of ihose who brought 
the sick for cure, and the loviugkindness of 
Christ. Bless Him ; imitate them. But I 
may be dumb also, in the mention of God, 
from worldliness ; in the praise of God, from 
fear of man ; or in communion with God, from 
an earthly mind. S. John ix. 40, 41. 

II. The multitudes marvelled, saying. It weu never 
so seen in Israel, lb. 33. 

The poor and simple receive the mercies of 
God, and are thankful for them. But the 
Pharisees said, ^< He casteth out devils through 
the prince of the devils." They through envy 
blaspheme— a warning to all who impute evil 
to others. Is, liii. 3. 

III. Jesus went about aH the cities and villages 
teaching . . preaching . . and healing. lb. 35. 

IThus Jesus repaid their evil with good. So 
has He dealt with us sinners ; so with me. 
And ought not I to follow His example ? Do 
I? If from love of God I serve others, their 
evil return must not restrain me ; I work not 
for them, but for Him. Heb, vi. 10. 

They rewarded me evil for good^ to the great 
discomfort of my soul. Ps. xxxv. 12. 
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Thursday. Seventh Week 

THE niFOTEMT MAN AT THE POOL OF BETHSSDA. 

Read S. John y. 1-6. 

I. A great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, haJt^ 

unthered. lb. 3. 

Am I in this multitude 7 There are those 
blind in spiritual things ; men halting between 
God and the world ; hearts dry in devotion, 
and withered away through sin. Have I even 
their anxiety to be healed ? 1 Kings zviii. 21. 

II. Whosoever then first after the troubling qftha 
footer stepped in, teas made whole, lb. 4. 

Here is a lesson of earnestness and diligence. 
Not the most sickly, not the longest afflicted 
was healed, but the first and most eager for 
cure. And if they for the body, how much 
more I for the soul ! Prov, xii. 24 ; xiii. 4. 

III. A certain man teas there which had an infirm 
mitp thirty and eight years. lb. 5. 

Our Lord saw him, pitied him, and proved 
him. « Wilt thou be made whole ?" This 
is, thanks to God, the great question of the 
Gospel. Wilt thou? What, then, are my 
desires ? Do I cleave to sin, or do I hunger 
and thirst after righteousness? 8. John v. 40 ; 
2 Cor. viii. 12. 

STrxt. 

Whosoever wiU^ let him take the water of 
life freely. Rev, xxii. 17. 
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after IVwwVy. Friday. 

CHRIST HEALB THE IMPOTENT MAM. 

Bead S. John ▼. 6-16. 

I* <Sir, / have no man^ when the water is troubledy 
to put me into the pooL lb. 7. 

Did he mean to blame the want of charity 
of others, or simply expose his own helpless- 
ness 7 Let not others say it of me. Nor can 
I say it truly. If I have no other, I have 
Jesus ever ready, and the fountain of His 
blood always open. Heb. iy. 14 ; vii. 25. 

II. Jestu saith unto him^ Rise, take up thy hedy 
and walk. lb. 8. 

Three lessons against spiritual sloth. Arise 
at once, and act on conviction ; do not wait 
as if God would compel. Take away, renounce 
evil passions and lusts. Strive to walk in new- 
ness of life, goine from strength to strength in 
the power of God. JEph, v. 14. 

III. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 
thee. lb. 14. 

Here is the command of God, and the fear 
of future judgment. Besides these motives 
are those of gratitude and love. '^ Behold, 
thou art made whole." Do each of these 
weigh with me? and which most? 8 Pet, ii. 
21 5 Bam, vi. 1. 

€txt 

Go, and sin no mare, S. John viii. 11. 
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Saturday. Seventh Week after Trinity, 

THE OCCDRBENCES AFTER THE MIRACLE. 

Read S. John v. 16-47. 

I. There/ore did the Jews persecute Jesus . . be- 
cause He had done these things on the Sabbath. 
lb. 16. 

Covering their malice under the garb of re- 
ligion. So it must be with the mithful, to 
bear persecution. Would that I could say 
with my Lord, "My Father worketh," and 
** I work :" He in me, I in Him. How little 
is it so ! 1 S, John iii. 21. 

II. The more . . because He . . said also that God 
was His Father. lb. 18. 

Happy would it be with me were I hated, 
because God is my Father, and I His dutiful 
child; because He dwells in me, and I love 
Him. Far am I from this. How would it 
lessen my trials were it so 1 8, John zv. 18. 

III. ITte same works that I do bear witness of Me, 
lb. 36. 

The witness of a good man is worth much. 
Such was the witness of John. But that of a 
good conscience, and a life full of fruits of the 
spirit, is the best. Such was the lii'e of Christ. 
Such, by grace, should be mine, if I would 
glorify God now, and rejoice hereafter. S, 
Matt, V. 16. 

If ye be reproached for the name of Christy 
happy are ye. 1 S. Pet. iv. 14. 
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THE WITBERED HAND HEALED. 

Jtead S. Matt. xii. 9-21 (S. Mark iiL, S. Luke vi.). 

I. Behold there was a man which had his hand 

withered, lb. 10. 

And they asked, " Is it lawful," &c. ? What, 
with this poor sufferer present doubt the duty 
of mercy 1 Christ, the true wisdom, escaped 
their snare. Follow Him. Fear not man. 
Do what is right. Leave the issue to God. 
Acts iv. 19. 

IL And He saith unto the man which had the 
withered hand. Stand forth, S. Maxk iii. 3. 
Hoping by the sight of Jiim to move their 
pity, but in vain. These who would save 
their own ass or ox would not have this suf- 
ferer relieved. Am I free from such evil 
thoughts 7 With Christ, to neglect doing good 
is one with doing evil. S. Matt, xii. 80; 
XXV. 45. 

III. And (He was) grieved for the hardness qf their 

hearts, lb. 5. 

They were not turned by His mercy nor 
His power. They acknowledged not Him nor 
their neighbour, but still resisted Him. Well 
might He be grieved with them. May He 
not too often with me ! Eph, iv. 30-32. 

As we have therefore opportunity^ let us do 
good unto all men* Gal. vi. 10. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 289. 
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Monday. Eighth Week 

THE TWELTE AP08TLE8 CHOSEN. 

Read S. Luke ji. 1^-16 (S. Matt x., S. Mark iii.). 

I. He weni out into a mountain to pray, lb. 12. 

While the Jews were plotting His destruc- 
tion, He was planning their salvation, and 
teaching us to retreat mm the world and its 
cares from time to time, to mingle contem- 
plation with active duties. Do I follow His 
example ? Ps. cix. 4 ; S. Matt, vi. 6. 

II. And continued all niffht in prayer, lb. 

He was about to enter on a most important 
work ; therefore He prayed the more ear- 
nestly. Would I do well and wisely that 
which I do ? it must be by communion with 
God. S, Jos, i. 5. 

III. And when it uxis day He called unto Hhn Hie 
ditdples^ and of them He chose twelve. lb. 13. 

All the calls of God are of His own free 
will and His own gracious choice ; not our 
worthiness. What is my vocation? Is it 
of God? If it is, can I fall in or from it? 
Judas was of the twelve! Then beware. 1 
Cor, ix. 27. 

ZexU 

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry^ for the edifying of the Body 
of Christ. Eph. iy. 12. 
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after Trinity, Tuesday. 

THE SEILHON ON THE MOUNT. 
THE FIRST BEATrrVDE. 

Reads, Matt. r. M2 (S. Luke vi.). 

I. And when He was set His disoiple* came unto 
Him, lb. 1. 

''And He opened His mouth and taught 
them," as He teaches all who come to Him, 
by indwelling, by inspiration, by guidance. 
Only, my soul, come to Him, attend to His 
words, and act upon them. Is. Iv. 8. 

II. Blessed are the poor in spirit. lb. 8. 

Who renounce earth and earthly things^ 
desiring lowlily to follow the lowly Jesus. 
This is a different judgment from that of the 
world. Does mine agree with it ? There is 
a warning. Do I attend to it 7 S. Luke tL 
24. 

III. For theirs is the Idngdom <if heaven, lb. 

And this is the encouragement. It is theirs 
now — for haying and desirinff nothing but 
Christ, it is within them (S, Luke zyii. 21^, 
— and they haye it hereatter (Heb, zii. 28). 
Are these my hopes ? 

Hath not Ood chosen the poor in this world, 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which 
He hath promised to them that love Him, S. 
Jas. ii. 6. 
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Wednesday. Eighth Week 

SECOND AND THIRD BEATITUDES. 

Read S. Matt. ib. (ib.) ; Ps. cxzxL 

I. Blessed are they that mourn, Ib. 4. 

In contrition, for their own sins; in com^ 
passion, for those of others ; in love, for the 
dishonour of God ; in faith and hope, for their 

Present banishment from their Fatner's home. 
)o I mourn for these, or from the desire of 
earthly things? Ps, exxvi. 6, 7. 

II. For they shall be contorted, Ib. 

Here, by the consolation of the Spirit, by 
pardon, by assurance ; and, unlike those who 
laugh now with the world (am I one?) {8, 
Luke yi. 25), hereafter by eternal consolation 
and joy. Rev, vii. 14-17. 

III. Blessed are the meek, Ib. 5. 

Those who by grace restrain all wrath and 
anger, who suffer patiently, who are gentle 
with the froward, who follow Christ. Am 
I such ? S. Matt, xi. 29. 

For they shaU inherit the earth, Ib. 

Now their own souls in peace and patience, 
and all the ^fts of God with contentment ; 
hereafter the land of the blessed. Is that my 
home ? Prov, xv. 33. 

He win beautify t?ie meek with salvation, 
Ps. cxlix. 4. 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

FOURTH AND FIFTH BEATITUDES. 

Read S. Matt. ib. (ib.) ; Ps. xliL 
L Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst. Ib. 6. 

Not after the broken cisterns of this world's 
pleasure, but " after righteousness ;'' first, the 
righteousness of Christ ; then by His grace the 
power to obey and do His Father's will in all 
things. But how far am I from this 1 Jer. 
ii. 13. 

II. For they shall befitted. Ib. 

Even in this life ; for they trust God for all 
they need, and whatever they do is to His 
glory. And oh, how surely in the next with 
His presence and glory ! See ; is this my lot? 
Ps, xvii. 16 ; 1 Cor, x. 31. 

III. Blessed are the merciful, Ib. 7. 

Who to all God's creatures extend, accord- 
ing to their opportunity, mercies, spiritual 
and temporal, in love, and for Christ's sake. 
For they shail obtain mercy. Ib. 

In this life pardon and grace. In the next 
complete acceptance and glory. Oh, the mercy 
of God to me! What a model for mine to 
others ! Pa. ciii. 4. 

ZtxU 

Be ye therefore mercifuly as your Father 
also is mercifuL S. Luke vi. 36. 
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Friday. Eighth Week 

SIXTB AND SEVENTH BEATITDDES. 

Read S. Matt. ib. (ib.) ; Ps. xv. xxiv. 

I. Blessed are the pure in heart, Ib. 8. 

They who, notwithstanding their imperfec- 
tions, are in a state of grace, renouncing evil, 
with purified affections, loviug God, striving 
to live for Him and in Him. Is my heart in 
such a state ? /*. vi. 6 ; 1 John iii. 3. 

II. For they shall see God, Ib. 

Now they have His presence, for He dwells 
in them, they see Him by faith, by contem- 

flation, by love. Hereafter, when others (am 
one?) (Eph, v. 6) shall be banished from 
Him, they shall " see Him as He is." 1 John 
iii. 2 ; 1 Car. xiii. 12. 

III. Blessed are the peacemakers, Ib. 9. 

Who seek peace within, by subduing their 
passions ; without, by charity, and promo t- 
mg love and peace among others. 

For they shall be called the children qf God, 

Would I be really one of His children? I 
must seek this grace of true charity — love to 
God ; love to man. Is such my character 7 
1 Cor. xiv. 33 ; Ps. czxxiii. 

Zext 

The wisdom that is from above is first pitre^ 
then peaceable. S. Jas. iii. 17. 
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after Trinity* Satubdat. 

EIGHTH BEATITUDE. 

Head S. Matt. v. 10-12 ; S. Luke n. 22. 

I. Bleued ore they whioh are persecuted for rigJUe- 
eusnettt* $ake» lb. 10. 

Not for their ains ; these brine with them 
their own consequences. But aU are blessed 
who follow Christ, and they who would do so 
must expect to suffer with Him. Am I pre- 
pared for this, or do I shrink from it and 
evade it? 2 Tkn. iii. 12 ; 1 Pet. iii. 14, &c 

II. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. lb. 

Begun in this life in righteousness, joy, 
peace (Rom. xiv. 17); consummated in the 
nexty where there is no more sorrow nor trial, 
but rest to the weary, and the world, the 
fleshj and the devil are no more. Job iii. 17. 

III. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you {hate 
you, separate you, S. Luke), ^^Cyfor My sake. lb. 

This is not the blessing of the world, which 
brings with it no good (S. Luke vi. 26), but 
of (f od ; whose blessing alone maketh rich 
{Prov. X. 6, 22). Yet, do I love the praises of 
men? or seek only that which is of God? I 
must choose I 

Fear none of those things which thou shaU 
mtffer. Be thoufaitkfuL Rev. ii. 10. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRISTIAN MEN. 

Read S. ^Sitt. Y, 13-16. 

I. Te are the salt of the earth, lb. 13. 

Before any true fruit is borne there must be 
a purging, cleansing, and refining of the soiL 
Such should Christians be in the midst of the 
world. Such a work should Christianity be- 
gin in my heart. Mai. iii. 3. 

II. Ye are the light of the world. lb. 14. 

The next step, both for our own hearts and 
for the sake of others, is enlightening — the 
graces of the Holy Spirit, the ornament of 
Christian virtues and a Christian example. 
The light He gives to us we must reflect. 
PhU. ii. 16, 16. 

III. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid, lb. 
A city ! this is the idea of something com- 
plete in its government, officers, laws. Such, 
once more, should Christians be in their own 
hearts, and among each other; but all in 
Christ, their Captain, their Kinff. Is my suf- 
ficiency in Him? - Are we one m Him? Eph. 
ii. 19. 

They that be wise shall sJdne as the bright^ 
ness of the firmamenty and they thai turn 
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever. Dan. xii. 3. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 372. 
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Ninth Week after Trinity. Monday. 

A GOOD EXAMPLE TO BE SET FOR THE 6LOBY OF 

GOD. 

Read S. Matt t. ib. 

I. Lei pour light so shine before men^ that they may 
see your good works, lb. 16. 

All that we do cannot be hid ; all onght not 
to be known. Whatever must be known, let 
that be really — ^not only seemingly — for good 
and for the glory of God. What is my con- 
yersation, &c., especially where I can influence 
others ? Rom, zv. 2. 

II. And glorify your Father^ which is in heaven, 
Ib. 

Here is the rule by which every intention 
of our heart is to be guided and tried. Do I 
leave things undone which would bring glory 
to God ? Do I consider first the opinions of 
men? Or do I try to lead others, by my 
conduct, to serve Him 7 1 Pet, ii. 12. 

III. Do not your alms before men to be seen qf 
them, Ib. vi. 1. 

We are not to seek our own glory, even in 
good works : the glory belongs to God. He 
who seeks it for himself robs God. Without 
His grace we can neither will nor do any^ ^ood 
thing. Do I acknowledge this as well in deed 
as in word 7 Phil, ii. 13. 

Not unto ti8y O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
Thy name give yhry, Ps. cxv. 1. 
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Tuesday. Ninth Week 

THE LETTER OF THE LAW. 

Read S. MaU. v. 17-21 (S. Luke zvi). 

I. / am not come to destroy {the law), bui to ful/U, 

lb. 17. 

For, except in Christ, it could not be ful- 
filled. He Guone could complete it and give it 
inward life. And, by His grace, it is even 
made easier for us to obey. S, John vi. 63. 

II. One tittle shall in no wise pass from the law 
till all be fulfilled, lb. la 

In Him was fulfilled, to the very letter, 
whatsoever either the law or the prophets 
spake; for nothing that comes of God can 
fail. It is enjoined also on us. But can I, or 
do I, fulfil it ? Alas ! no. Acts xiii. 22. 

III. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these 
least commandmentSy and shaU teach men sOf he 
shall be called^ jfo. lb. 19. 

His own example is the rule for His people; 
what He fulfilled thoy may not break. And 
all are bound together; the breaking of one 
is the breaking of all, and the despising small 
rules leads to a fall " by little and little" — it 
may be to the loss of heaven. S, Jos, ii. 10. 

The law is hohfy and the commandment hoTy^ 
and just, and good. Rom. vii. 12. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

THE 8PIAIT OF THE LAW. 

Bead lb. 21-29 and 31-42. 

I. Except your righteousness shall exceed the righl^ 

eousness qf the scribes and Pharisees. lb. 20. 

Of them, the letter of the law ; of us, the 
spirit is required. Of them, ceremonial obe- 
dience ; of us, that of the heart. We have all 
in Christ, and grace through His Spirit. ^ The 
higher our profession, the more practically 
ought we to excel. 8. Luke zii. 47. 

II. Ye have heard thai it teas saidy ^c But I say 
unto you, jfo. lb. 21, 27, 4[^. 

Compare the old with the new covenant. 
For that, grosser sins were forbidden, things 
external appointed, a temporal reward pro- 
mised. Ours re&:ards sins of the heart, the 
very inmost soul, and an eternal kingdom. 
Does my life shew that I know this 7 2 Cor, 
iii. 7-10. 

III. Be ye therefore perfect, even as yottr Father 
which is in heaven is perfect, lb. 48. 

How can we follow such a rule ? Whq can 
be perfect in any thing? how much less, as 
God, in all ? By one only way can we hope 
to approach it — by love. Seek, then, to love 
Him fully ; seek to know fully His love. In 
this is perfect happiness. Eph, iy. 1, &c. 12, 13. 

Unto wJiomsoever much is given, ofhvm ahaU 
be much required, S. Luke xii. 48. 
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Thursday. Ninth Week 

REMOVAL OF THINGS THAT OFFEND. 

Read S. Matt t. 29-39 (S. Mark ix.). 

I. If thy fight eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast 

it from thee. lb. 29. 

In ourselyes, the right eye is all that we see 
and delight in, all earthly things ; in others, 
those who guide us, or are elders, superiors, 
&c. Do I cut myself off from all pleasures, 
and separate myself from all influence that 
leads me from God ? Job xxzii. 9. 

II. If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off and cast 
it from thee. lb. 30. 

In ourselves, this is all that we strive after 
and do in life ; in others, our relations, friends, 
equals, who work in common with us. Are 
my objects and pursuits — ^are my friends and 
acquaintance— is our conversation — for God? 
8. Jtu. iv. 4. 

III. If thy foot offend thee, cut it off. S. Mark. ix. 
45. 

In ourselves, it may be our path in life, our 
footsteps, our exaiApIe; in others, those be- 
neath us or influenced by us. Is my path that 
of the just? Is my example and instruction 
good for others ? Is their dependence on me 
good for my soul ? If not, all must be cut 
off. Ezek. XXX iii. 6. 

He who loveth father or mother more than 
Me (his own life also. S. Luke xiv.) is not 
worthy of Me. S. Matt. x. 37. 
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after Trinity. Friday. 

THE LOVE OF OUB ENEMIES. 

Read S. Matt. y. 38-48. 

I. / sap unto P0U9 Love your enemies. lb. 44. 

" r* — He who first loved us when we were 
enemies, and reconciled us to God by His 
death. Have I any enemy? He is God's 
creature, my brother by redemption. Do I 
love and forgive Him ?— it is for my good and 
the glory of God. 1 John iv. 20 ; Bom. v. 10. 

II. Do good to them that hate you; and pray for 
them which despiiefully use you. lb. 

Have I charity towards him in my heart ? 
Then are my actions consistent with it? Do 
I bless him with my mouth, pray for him, 
and serve him ? How do I speak of Him ? 
What did Christ for His murderers ? 1 Cor. 
iv. 12 ; Acts vii. 60. 

III. That ye may he the children qf your FaXher 
which is in heaven, lb. 45. 

Such is the gain of those who follow Christ. 
Peacemaker indeed ! To be like Him is to be 
His child. How has He not provided for 
me a sinner ! How has he not forborne with 
me ! Let me go and do likewise. S, Matt. 
xviii. 83. 

Ztxt 

Love worketk no ill to his neighbour. (And 
who is my neighbour 7) Rom. xiii. 10. 
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Satubdat. Ninth Week after TViwiVy. 

ALMSOIYlNa, PRAYER, FABTINO. — THE LORD*S 
PRAYER (FIRST PETITION). 

Read S. Matt. vi. 1-15 (S. Luke xi.). 

I. 77iy FcUher which seeth in secret^ Himse^ shali 
reward thee openly • 

For what 7 Alms in secret— prayer in the 
closet — fasting not seen of men. Do I these 
at all? — for His eye only? In the recess of 
the heart alone is communion with God. 
Christ sought it apart from the world. He 
is my ever-present example. Do I shut out 
all else hut Him ? 8. Matt. ziv. 23. 

II. OUB FATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAYBN. lb. 9. 

^* Our Father !" words full of reverence, 
dutifulnesSy confidence, affection, which alone 
" art" — how great Thy majesty 1 — " in hea- 
ven.'' Not in earth must my nopes be, lest 
my prayers reach not thither. Do I strive 
after and act under such affections ? MaL i. 
6; Eph,\Y. 6. 

III. Hallowed be thy name. lb. 

Thyself acknowledged — Thy holiness es- 
teemed — Thy goodness loved— Thy justice 
feared — Thy power submitted to — Do I make 
this a chief object of my prayers, and the end 
of my actions ? Ps, cl. 

Because ye are sons. Gad hath sent forth 
the Spirit m His Son into your hearts^ crying y 
Abba, Father. Gal. iv, 6. 
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THE lord's prayer (2d AND 3d PETITIONS). 

Itecid lb. flfuf Ps. cxIt. 

I. Thy kingdom come. lb. 10. 

And be set up within my heart (S. Luke 
xyii. 21), and among all the nations of the 
earth (Ps, xxii. 27). And again, Hasten, O 
Lord, the day of thy coming, and of our eter^ 
nal joy. But can I, do I, thus sincerely pray ? 

II. Thy will be done. lb. 

What more fitting ! yet how difficult to pray 
this id earnest! His will ought to be ours, 
and the law of our own. Do 1 even obey His 
plain commands ? Alas, then, how far short 
IS this of seeking to know and do His whole 
will ! 1 Sam. xv. 13, &c. 

III. In earth as it is in heayen. lb. 
Should the obedience of children (1 Pet ii. 

16) be less than that of servants? Yet the 
angels are servants ; we, in Christ are child- 
ren. Oh, that I had their pure love, their 
ready will to serve Him. Ps, ciii. 21. 

That thy power, thy glorv, and mightiness 
of thy kingdom, might be knovm unto men, 
Ps. cxlv. 12. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see pp. 99, 238. 
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Monday. Tenth Week 

THE lord's prayer (4th and 5th petitions). 

RetLd lb. and Ps. dii. 1-14. 

I. Give us this day our daily bread. lb. 11. 

A spirit of dependence and contentment — 
the supply of necessaries, not for luxuries — 
daily food as well for soul as for body ; these 
are what I oueht to desire and ask. Do I ask 
for less? Do 1 crave after more? 1 Tim, vi. 
8 ; 8. Matt, iy. 4. 

II. And forgiyb us our debts. lb. 12. 

Do I think I have none ? God forbid. I 
owe Him all, from whom I have received all : 
life, talents, grace. These I owe to His good- 
ness. But there is another debt, which Christ 
alone can pay. The penalty of my sins. I 
confess them ; I trust m Thee ; but, '^ Sin no 
more !" S, John viii. 11. 

III. As WE forgive our debtors. lb. 

This condition Christ Himself has made. Do 
I fulfil it to others as He has fulfilled it to me ? 
Is my pardon ready, full, free, as often as 
asked ? Learn from thine own hardness His 
mercy. Eph, iv. 26. 

Forgivina one another , even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you, Eph. iv. 82. 

280 



after Trinity. Tubsdat. 

THE lord's prayer (6TH AND 7tH PETITIONB). 

Read lb. and Ps. cxxi. 

I. And lead us. lb. 13. 

Are OUT sins washed away as we ask ? The 
next, desire to sin no more* Bat I am in the 
midst of enemies and dangers. Do I know 
them ? I cannot stand alone. Do I ask for 
help, and undoubtingly, and intending to use 
it ? S. Matt xiii. 12. 

II. Not into temptation. lb. 

Not altogether, that we may not be tried ; 
but not overcome. Temptations bring with 
them humility, patience, trust in God. Do I 
ask Him, '^ Lead me not," and yet go into 
temptation. This is mockery. Do I avoid 
that against which I pray 7 S. Joe. i. 18, 14. 

III. But deliver us from evil. lb. 

Every evil both of body and soul ; but we 
must also resist ourselves. Do I frustrate my 
prayer by clinging to the evil, by slothfulness, 
by a wavering mind (S, Joe. i. 6-7). Help me 
yet, O Lord, once more. 1 Pet. v. 8, 9. 

TbXNB is TH< KIirODOM— THX poms a — THS fiLOET. 

Qod isfaithfiil, who will not suffer you to he 
tempted above that ye are able, 1 Gor. x. 13, 
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Wednesday. Tenth Week 

OUB TBEASUBE IN HEAVEN, NOT ON EA&TH. 

Read S. UaiU vi, \9-2h 

I. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
lb. 19. 

In short, loye not the world, its desires, 
pleasures, honours ; sickness and surely death 
will put an end to all. Then whose will they 
be? Not mine! unless in their evil conse- 
quences. Leave, then, the love of things 
present. 1 John ii. 15 ; S, Luke xii. 20. 

II. BtU lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
lb. 20. 

Por this is the home and patrimony of the 
Christian. What I would find there of present 
things I must send hence before me, by deny- 
ing myself and glorifying God in them, and 
that ungrudgingly. 8, Luke xvi. 9; Rev 
xiv. 13. 

III. Where your treasure is^ there will your heart 
be also. lb. 21. 

So ever it has b'een with men. Am I trea- 
suring, then, for earth, where Satan reigns 
awhile ; or for heaven, where Christ, the true 
treasure, is ? Oh, let not my heart cleave to 
earth, but to thee, my Lord and my God I 
Is, Iv. 2 J Ps, cxix, 25. 

T?iey desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly ; wherefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, Heb. xi. 10. 
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after Trinity, Thursday. 

THE SINGLE EYE. 

Read S. Matt, ri 22, 23 (S. Luke xi). 

I. The light qf the body it the eye* lb. 

So with the soul ; our spiritual sight, and 
all the ways through which truth or error may 
come in, tiiese are its eyes. These should we 
use as such ; in ourselves, faith, understand- 
ing, intentions ; or in others, friends, teachers^ 
guides, &c.* S. John iz. 41. 

11* If therefore thine eye he tingle^ thy lehole body 
shall be full of light, lb. 

These* all need be simple — single ; not im- 
bued with false, fleshly, and worldly princi- 
ples. Thus only can I see what is and what is 
not pleasing to God, what tends to His glory. 
So shall my path be brighter and brighter. 
Prov. iv. 18. 

III. But \f thine eye be evilj thy whole body shall 
befuU of darkness. lb. 23. 

But if my faith is dim, my intentions selfish 
and impure, my understanding ffuided by the 
world, my friends, advisers, ana companions 
ungodly, then must I get further and further 
from God, into ignorance of Him and His 
ways. Lord, preserve me ! S, Jas, i. 8. 

Ztxt 

He that • . shutteth his eyes from seeing evil, 
he shall dweli on high. Is. zxxiii. 15, 16. 
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Friday. Tenth Week 

WE CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS. 

Read S. Matt. vi. 24 (S. Luke zvi.). 

I. No man can serve two masters, lb. 24. 

But we have two who claim us : God, whose 
we are ; the enemy, who desires to have us ; 
the world, the flesh, the devil. Which do I 
choose? I cannot follow both. How often 
have I been tempted to try this ! Ps, cxvi. 16. 

II. He will hate the one^ and love the other, lb. 

This must be, for they enjoin things oppo- 
site. Holiness, which God delights in, and 
Satan, hates ; lust, and all evil hateful to God, 
in which the evil one glories ; and I have fixed 
my affections with one ! Which? Ps, xcvii. 
10. 

III. Or ebe he totU hold to the one and despise the 
other, lb. 

Each have a law ; by one or the other we 
must be guided. We may cleave to God, and 
despise all earthly things, or we may neglect 
Him and ding to the world. 1 Kings xviii. 
21. In my weakness of purpose, in my infir- 
mity, in my heavy struggles; by thy good 
Spirit help me, Lord ! Mom, vii. 15, «c. 

ZtxU 

As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord, Josh. xxiv. 16. 
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after Trinity. Saturday. 

TAKE NO THOaOHT FOB THE MOBROW. 

Read S. Matt. vi. 25-34. 

L Take no thought for pour l\fe. lb. 25. 

Be not over careful about bodily wants ; it 
is useless to be so. It implies want of trust in 
God. It leads to less care for the soul. Which 
is most precious ? Which have I most sought 
to provide for ? S. Mark viii. 36 ; 1 Cor. vii. 
82. 

II. Your heavenly FatJier knoweth that ye have 
need qf all these things. lb. 32. 

The care of these things should be left to 
Him who made and careth for us. His know* 
ledge is a parent's knowledge. The heathen 
are anxious about such things, for they neither 
know nor trust Him. Am I any better? 1 
Pet. v. 7; Ps, exxvii. 1, 2. 

III. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, lb. 33. 

His glory, our blessedness; His gift, our 
example. We must strive to follow one, that 
we attain the other. But if I value worthless 
things more than these, how can I expect His 

frace ? Yet, Lord, this do I desire. Help me. 
^hU. iii. 9-14. 

€fxt 
One thing ia needful S. Luke x. 42. 
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ffilebtntl) Bnxitia^ after Crinits* 



RASH JUDGMENT TO BE AVOIDED. 

Read S. Matt. vii. 1-6 (S. Luke vi.). 

I. Judge notf thett ye be not judged, lb. 1. 

God has made us brethren^ not judges. 
Christ alone is Judge of all. We may not 
intrude on His o£5ce. Justice requires us 
not to prejudge. Charity bids us hope the 
best. Whom do I judge? others or myself? 
8. John V. 22. 

II. With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged. lb. 2. 

If justice and charity persuade not, fear 
may well do so. Can I abide the judgment 
of God ? yet I must stand before Him {Rom, 
xiv. 10, 12). If I am no further excused than 
I haye excused others, where shall I be ? 

III. First east out the beam out qf thine oum eye. 
lb. 5. 

Here is the real cure: — learn thine own 
faults first; then amend them. After that, 
God may enable thee to see and correct with 
charity the lesser faults of others. Till then 
I am inexcusable, if I judge them. Rom. ii. 1 . 

€txU 

Who art thou that judgest another 1 S. 
James iv. 12. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 376. 
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Eleventh Week after Trinity, Monday. 

FROMIBEB TO THOSE WHO FRAY. 

Read S. Matt. vii. 7-12 (S. Luke zi., S. John xiy.). 

I. Askf and it shall be given you, lb. 7. 

Ask humbly, seek perseveringly, knock 
boldly, — all with knowledge of our own wants 
and uod's bounty. Do I ask with a real de- 
sire to be answered ? I ask for graces ; do I 
desire the trials by which they are attained } 
Is, xxi. 12 ; S, James iv. 8. . 

II. Every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
teeketh findeth, ^o, lb. 8. 

Because He is faithful that promiseth. But 
we must ask in faith; and what God wills, 
not what we will. He will surely give what 
we ask, or something better. Do I trust Him, 
and resign myself? 1 John v. 14. 

III. Jf ye being evU^ know^ S[e. ; how much more 
shaU your Father ^ which is in heaven, give good 
things to them that ask Him 9 lb. 11. 

We are His children by adoption. He deals 
with us as a Father, and can do no otherwise, 
unless we rebel, and revolt from Him. Has 
it not been so with me ? Is not this enough 
to make me trust Him ? 8, Luke xviii. 7. 

€exU 

The prayer of the upright is His delight 
Prov. XV. 8. 
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Tuesday. Eleventh Week 



THE BBOAD AND NARROW WAY. 

Reads, Matt vii. 13, 14 (S. Luke xiii.). 

I. Wide is the gate^ and broad is the way, that lead- 
eth to destruction, lb. 13. 

All who yet live are in the road, not at the 
end. But in which? The broad way is un- 
bounded by the law of God, wide as our de- 
sires and lusts, — what liberty have I used in 
it 1 How have I followed the multitude I 
Prov, xiv. 12. 

II. Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
ieadeth unto life, lb. 14. 

It is not wide enough for the proud and 
worldly, for pomps, and pleasures, and dis- 
play: no, all must be renounced, and each 
soul must enter stripped of all but Christ only. 
Have I found Him, and, with Him, this nar- 
row way ? " Few there be that find it !" 
Acts xiv. 22. 

IIL Strive to enter in at the strait pate. S. Luke 
xiii. 24. 

Nature will lead us in one way; spiritual 
striving and grace alone can lead us in the 
other. It is a cutting-off, a warfare, a race, 
a work. Do I need encoura^ment? The 
end is life eternal. S, Matt, xi, 12, 

€txt. 

Let us labour, therefore, to enter in* Heb. 
iv. 11. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday, 

BEWARE OF FALSE FBOFHET8. 

Read S. Matt. vii. 15-20 (Jer. xxiij. 16, &c.> 

I. Beware cf false prophets* lb. 15. 

Such are within ourselves: self-love, evil 
affections and desires: these lead us to call 
evil good, and to desire it. Without are bad 
oomnanions, worldly friendships, whose ex- 
ample and conversation mislead us. Have I 
such within or without? Is, xxx, 9-11. 

II. Which come to you in sheep^s clothing, lb. 

Almost all evil presents itself with an ap- 
pearance of good, either present or future. 
Have I not founa it so? Am I the more 
cautious ? Is my eye single, my heart pure, 
that I may perceive aright? Here alone is 
safety. 2 Cor. xi. 13, ll. 

IIL Ye shaU know them by their fruits, lb. 16. 

Am I uncertain about it? What fruit has 
come of my friendships and of myself? Has 
it been for God's glory? Has it not rather 
been an offence to Him? Think, then, of 
His sentence {lb. 19), " Every tree," &c. 

^ext. 

Saying f Peace, peace, when there is no peace. 
Jer. viii. 11. 
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Thursday. Eleventh Week 

OF DOING THE WILL OF GOD. 

Head S. Matt. tu. 21-29 (S. Luke yi.). 

I. Not every one that aaiik unto Me^ Lordy Zord, 
shall enter into the kingdom qf heaven, lb. 21. 

Neither hearing nor speaking prove us to 
be true Christians^ unless we act as such. 
Have I in words served God ; and in trouble 
called on Him ? What have I done for Him ? 
Where is my house ? On the sand ? or on the 
rock ? lb, 24-26. 

II. But he that doeth the will qfMy Father which 
is in heaven, lb. 

Conformity to the will of God and the image 
of His Son, this is our end. And this is the 
road to eternal life through Him. Do I seek 
to know His will? and to do it? {S, James 
ii. 14-18.) This is the house on a rock. 

III. Lord^ have we not prophesied in Thy name, 
^0. lb. 22. 

This, like other gifts, is of God, for the good 
of others. We may use it for them, and be 
cast away ourselves ; or for our own glory, and 
so rob God of His. At the best, we are unpro- 
fitable. Lord, have mercy upon me. S. Luke 
zviL 10. Thou art my Rock. 

Ztxt 

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearets 
only. S. James i. 22. 
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after Trinity. Friday. 

THE LEPEB CLEANSED. 

Read S. Matt. viii. 1-4 (S. Mark i., S. Luke v.). 

I. Lardy if Thou wUty Thou canst make me dean. 

lb. 2. 

A pattern for the prayer of the distressed : 
acknowledgment of God's power ; submis- 
sion to His will; reliance on His goodness. 
Do I exhibit such dispositions in prayer? not 
even desiring what He does not will for me ? 
S. James iv. 3-7. 

II. I will; be thou dean, lb. 3. 

Oh, the goodness of our Lord ! and the bless- 
ed reward of humble confidence in Him I His 
will is ever for our good. Oh, that He would 
cleanse me by His healing touch. So He will, 
if I seek aright. 1 John y. 14, 15. 

III. See thou tell no man^ but go thy toay^ shew thy^ 
self to the priest^ and offer the yi/L lb. 4. 

If our Lord would not have His good works 
published abroad, how much less any thing 
that we can do ? Learn to preach not thyselt, 
but Jesus. Have I received gifts myself? 
Boast not of them, but go and shew forth His 
praise, wait in His ordinances on Him. 2 Cor. 

IV. 6. 

0txt. 

Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed, for 
Thou art my praise. Jer. xvii. 14. 
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Saturday. Eleventh Week after Trinity, 

THE centurion's SERVANT HEALED. 

Read S. Matt. viii. 5-13 (S. Luke vii.). 

I. Lord, my servant lieth at home sick, lb. 6. 

The charity and piety of this heathen is an 
example to many a Christian master, who care 
for their beasts more than their fellow-men. 
What is my conduct towards those dependent 
on me ? Can I hope for the ready answer to 
his prayer ? " 1 will come and heal him/' 
Philemon 18. 

II. Lordj I am not worthy that Thou thouldest come 
under my roof. lb. 8. 

Deep humility, not vainglory, should be 
the consequence of the mercy and good gifts 
of God. What I know of myself, I ought not 
to mind others thinking and saying of me. 
Jesus within my vile temple I S. Luke v. 8. 

III. / have not found so great faith, no not in 
Israel. lb. 10. 

How self-deceived we are I They who have 
less privileges we despise ; but how often they 
are better than us ! Good Lord, pardon my 
sins, my want of faith and obedience. Give 
me all I need, and withal a humble mind. 
Phil. ii. 3. 

ZtxU 

I am the Lord that healeth thee. Exod. 
XV. 26. 
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CiueUtl) duntia]) after Crimt^. 

THE widow's son BAISED TO LIFE. 

Read S. Luke \u. U'lS. 

I. The onlt/ son of his mother^ and she was a widow, 
lb. 12, 

Who can trust life, or any thing that hangs 
upon it ? Yet how many do, and so die unpre- 
pared 1 Jesus met him in the ^te of the city, 
the place of judgment. Deam is the gate of 
eternity. I must also he judged. Oh, be at 
hand, then, good Lord, to save me. JEcclea, 

XII, I, 

II. He had compassion on her, and said unto her. 
Weep not. lb. 13. 

His property is "to have mercy." In this 
is our hope; in this our consolation. Then 
weep not! Weep not for earthly losses. Love 
that only which cannot be lost. The love of 
earthly things must bring sorrow. The love 
of Christ is eternal. Horn, viii. 38, 89. 

III. Young man, I say unto thee. Arise. lb. 14. 
What the Lord did for him. He does for us. 

He comes near by grace ; touches the heart ; 
calls us by His word. What, then, is my part ? 
The passions which have borne me along must 
halt. My soul must awake and arise, and I 
be found speaking with Christ. S. John xi. 
28-30. 

Yield yourselves unto God, as those tliat are 
alive from the dead. Bom. vi. 13. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 319. 
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Monday. Twelfth Week 

THE HEB8AGE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

Read S. Matt. xi. 1-6 (S. Luke vii.). 

I. Art thou he that should come, or do we look for 
another 1 lb. 3. 

Even in prison he was bent oA his Master's 
service. It was not for his own sake, but for 
those whom he sent, that they too might know 
Christ. Do I put all my hope in Him ? or look 
to any other? Ps. xx. 7. Do I try to lead 
others to Him ? 

II. Go your way, and tell John what things ye have 
seen and heard. S. Luke vii. 22. 

Here were the proofs of His divine mission. 
His works of mercy : healing, giving sight, 
hearing, strength, — above all, life for the 
dead, the Gospel. Would I prove my heavenly 
vocation ? Let it be by deeds. S. James ii. 18. 

III. Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended 
in Me. S. Matt. xi. 6. 

They saw His power and His glory. It 
was needM to warn them of His coming cross 
and shame. And for me, too, this lesson is 
needful, lest I shrink from His reproach. Bet- 
ter men have fallen so. S. Mark xiv. 27. 

Ye sfiall know them by their fruits. S. Matt, 
vii. 16. 
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after Trinity. Tpbsday. 

JOHN COMMENDED BY CHBI8T. 

nead S. Matt. zi. 7-19 (S. Luke Tii.). 

I. Whai went ye out into the wildemess to aeet 
lb. 7. 

Not one blown hitber and tbither ; today of 
one mind, to-morrow of anotber. Not one 
living in luxury and eartbly comforts. Com- 
pare witb tbis tbine own inconstancy and un- 
settled purposes, thine ease, indolence, &c. 
Eph, iv. 14. 

II. Yea . . and more than a prophet, lb. 9. 
For be not only foretold, but pointed out to 

others the Messiah. The messenger sent to 
prepare the way for Christ. It is not the office 
we nold, but the way we discharge its duties, 
that is pleasing to God. Am I faithful in 
mine ? JProv. xx. 6. 

III. Among them that are bom of women^ there 
hath not risen a greater. lb. 1 1. 

This was true praise, for it was the praise 
of Christ. Would I have praise of God? I 
must follow the example of such as have, 
through grace, obtained it. In patience, in 
afflictions, in labours, &c. 2 Cor, vi. 5-10. 

Whbse praise is not of men, but of Ood, 
Kom. ii. 29. 
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Wednesday. Twelfth Week 

THE CONVERSION OF MARY If AODALENE. 

Read S. Luke vii. 86-39. 

I. A woman • • which was a sinner, lb. 37. 

He who willeth not the death of a sinner, 
moved her to repentance. Slie went without 
delay, in faith, fearless of reproach. Her soul 
was at stake. Do I feel, do I shew the same 
earnestness? Or do I not think myself a 
sinner. S. Mark ii. 17 ; v. 24-28. 

II. Stood at His feet behind Him weeping. lb. 38. 
She met the eyes of the guests, but not the 

eye of Jesus. This was true confusion. But 
we, when convicted, meet the eye of God 
with too little fear, while we shrink from the 
eye of man. Weep, then, in His presence, O 
my soul. S, Luke xviiL 13. 

III. And began to wash His feet with tearSy and did 
wipe them with the hairs qf her head^ S[e, lb. 

All that had once been an instrument of sin, 
is now used for the worship and service of the 
Lord. This is indeed being a new creature. 
Christ had cleansed and turned that heart. 
He alone can purify mine, Ps. li. 10, 15 ; 
Horn, vi. 13. 

He tumeth the hard roch into a standing 
water, and the flint'Stone into a springing weu, 
Ps. cxiv. 8. 
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tifier TVtm/y* Thtibsdat. 

CHRIST DEFENDS MABY MAGDALENE. 

lUad S. Luke vii. 39-50. 

L Th!i$ Man, if He were a prophet^ teould have 
known, S[o* lb. 39. 

How many mistakes from one rash judg- 
ment! He denied Christ and His omniscience ; 
slandered a penitent; decided what God ought 
to do. Would I avoid such errors ? I must 
censure myself, not my neighbour. S» MatU 
viL 1-3. 

II. / entered into thy house, thou ffavest me no 
water . . . but she hath, lb. 44. 

Mary Magdalene was accused, but spake 
not. Christ was accused, and spake ; not for 
Himself, but for her, and the accuser was con- 
victed. Trust, then, to Jesus, and fear not 
man. Ps, cxL 12. 

IIL And He said unto her. Thy sins are forgiven, 
lb. 48. 

What words of peace and consolation I Oh, 
that they may be mine also ! But remember 
these, " For she loved much." Think of the 
power of love. Think ! How much do I care 
for myself? how much for the world? how 
much for God ? S, John xvi. 27. 

Hbn hath Ood exalted . . to give repentance 
unto Israel, and forgiveness of sin. Acts v. 
31. 
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Fbidat. Twelfth Week 

THE BUND AND DUMB DE7IL CAST OUT. 

Read S. Matt. xii. 22-37 (S. Mark ill). 

I. One possessed with a devil^ blind and dumb: €md 
He healed him. lb. 22. 

How Satan endeayours to gain that by which 
we may know or serve God ! He would have 
lis blind, lest we see with the eye of faith ; dumb, 
lest we confess and praise dod, and speak ot 
Him to others. Beware, then, of his devices. 
Bom. i. 20 ; z. 17. 

II. He doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub^ the 
prince of the devils. lb. 24. 

Once before (c. ix. p. 261) they had said the 
same, envy ing, blaspheming — a fearful warning 
to us ! But why is it that I am not attacked as 
he was ? Do I deserve it less ? God forbid. 
" We indeed justly, but He hath done nothing 
amiss." 1 Pet. iv. 12, 13. 

III. If I cast out devils by the spirit ofOod, then 
the kingdom of God is come unto you, lb. 28. 

Why ? but because such victory is of God. 
Then cannot I expel the evil one from myself? 
No ; but only in the strength of God. Watch, 
then, over thyself, and pray that he come not 
in. 1 Cor, iv. 20 ; 2 Cor, iii. 6. 

Who went about doing good, and healing aU 
that were oppressed of the devil, for God was 
with Him, Acts x. 88. 
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after Trinity. Saturday. 

THE SIGN OF THE PROPHET JONAS. 

Read S. Matt xii. 38-45. 

I. Master, we would see a sign from Thee, lb. 38. 
Had they not seen Him heal the blind, the 

lame, the deaf? What more could they want ? 
This is to tempt, not to honour God. Has He 
not done enough for me ? Why do I not be- 
lieve and obey ? Do I wish to be spared all 
effort in His service? S. Luke xvi. 31. 

II. There shall no sign be given to it, but the sign 
qfihe prophet Jonas. lb. 39. 

That is, the cross, and passion, and death of 
Christ. This is the one only sign for all. Christ 
crucified for us. We to be crucified to the world 
in Him. Do I receive these blessed truths 7 
and act upon them ? S, Luke xxiv. 26. 

III. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, lb. 41. 

For they repented at the preaching of Jonas, 
whereas tnese (the Jews) had Christ among 
them, and repented not. How many might 
rise up against me, having far less privilege, 
but using what they have to more purpose ! 
Think how many have 1 1 S, Matt, xxv. 29. 

I, if I be lifted upjrofn the earth, toill draw 
all men unto Me. S. John xii. 32. 
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fB^f^ivUmt^ duntrap after Critii^* 



THE MOTHER AND BRETHREN OF JESUS. 

Read S. Matt. xiL 46-50 (S. Mark iii., S. Luke Tiii.). 

I. Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren stand with- 

out, desiring to speak with Thee. lb. 47. 

They stood without, waiting His time. But 
one told Him,— that we might know His will, 
when tempted to prefer an earthly affection 
to a spiritual work. Do I never do so? Yet 
if God has a work for me, can I prefer to 
attend to others? 5. Matt. x. 37. 

II. WTio is My mother ? and who are My brethren 7 
lb. 48. 

These — my disciples — who, loving and be- 
lieving, bring forth fruits of faith themselves, 
and beget children unto God, leading and 
training others for Christ. I Cor. iv. 16. 

III. W?iosoever shaU do the will qf My Father 
which vt in heaven. lb. 50. 

<<The same is My brother,'' &c. With Christ 
the one law is, " Lo, I come to do Thy will." 
They who follow Him are one with Him by 
adoption, in relationship, in love. If this law 

fuides me, I too shall be loved of Him and be 
lis. S. John xiv. 23, 24. 

ZtxU 
My brethren are these that hear the word of 
God and do it. S. Luke viii. 21. 

7(ur thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see pp. 355, 6. 
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Thirteenth Week after Trinity, Monday. 

THE PASABLB OF THB SOWER. 

Read S. Luke viii. 4-18 (S. Matt, xiii., S. Mark iV.). 

I. A sower went out, lb. 5. 

The sower ! — God going forth in His good- 
ness^ filling all with life ; Christ going forth 
from the Father, and coming into the world ; 
each faithful disciple who goes out into the 
world to spread the knowledge of his Lord. 
Think of all these benefits. S. John xvi, 28. 

II. To eow his seed. lb. 

The seed I — ^The creatures of His hand ; the 
blood of Christ, and all its fruit ; the truths of 
His Gospel, the inspiration of His Spirit ; — 
all these He hath sown. For all these, crea- 
tion, redemption, grace, give thanks. And 
remember thy work, the garden of thy soul. 
Gen. ii. 15. 

III. And as he sowedj some fell by the way-side, lb. 
The case of those whose minds are open to 

every vain and foolish thought, never collected 
in themselves, never fixed for an hour on God. 
These Satan readily gains. Lord, fence him 
out of my soul, and make me fruitful. Is, v. 
2-5. 

Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adver^ 
sary, the devil, as a roaring lion, waJketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. 
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TuBSDAT. Thirteenth Week 

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER (porUinued). 

Read S. Matt. xiii. 3-23 (lb. ib.). 

I. Some fell upon stont^ places. Ib. 5. 

Hearts already hardened by evil habits; 
haying no root (S, Matt,), no real depth of 
inwara religion; lacking moisture (5. lAike), 
dry and barren in devotion and pious affec- 
tions. What there is lies on the surface. 
Such an one begins much, perfects nothing, — 
soon withers away. Am I such ? 2 Tim, iii. 7. 

II. Some fell among thorns, Ib. 7. 

The cares, and pleasures, and useless em- 
ployments of the world. These fill the mind ; 
grayer is distracted, the truth is stifled, the 
pirit quenched, the soul lost! Learn self- 
restraint betimes. S, Matt, viii. 22. 

III. Other fell into good ground^ and brought forth 
fruit. Ib. 8. 

Each according to the measure of God's grace. 
This comes of bearing attentively, reflecting 
carefully, examining diligently, practising 
consistently, patiently, ana constantly. Be 
not content with the lowest attainments ; 
strive for the hundred-fold. Ps, czzvi. 6, 7. 

0ext 
He that ahideth in Me, and I in him, the 
eame bringeth forth much Jruit, S. John 
XV. 6. 
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after Trinity, Wednesday 

THE PARABLE OF THE TAKES. 

Read S. Matt xiii. 24-30 ; lb. 37-43. 

I. While men slept, his enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, Ib« 25. 

AmoDff the best, the world, the flesh, and 
the devil strive to sow the seeds of evil and 
corruption. When is this evil done ? While 
men sleep ! When I am not watching is the 
time of danger. S, Mark xiii. 37. 

II. When the blade was sprung up, and broughtforth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. lb. 26. 

At first the mischief could not be seen. We 
grow careless, time passes on, and the evil is 
seen ! Ourgood fruit is corrupted with evil 
motives. We have let in the enemy self, and 
it may be evil companions, &c. Is this so 
with met 1 Cor, xv. 33. 

III. Itei both grow together until the harvest* lb. 30 

See the patience of God, who bears with all 
our deficiencies, looking to gather in good 
fruit at last; then, surely, no evil will stand. 
Now is the time of amendment. Am I using 
it? S. Matt. Yii. 19. 

Let us not sleep as do others, 1 Thess. v. 6. 
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Thursday. Thirteenth Week 



THE GRAIN OF MUSTARO-SEED. 

Jiead S. Matt. xiii. 81, 32. 

I. The least of all seeds, lb. 32. 

Is this the figure of the kingdom of hea- 
ven ? Yes ; despised of men as Christ was. 
The poor, the meek, the persecuted, these are 
its members; its truths numbling, its hopes 
invisible, its rewards not now. Think — Is 
this the kingdom I desire ? 1 Car. i. 22-29. 

II. But when it is grmon it is the greatest among 
herbs, 4[^. lb. 

The truths of the Gospel, at first sown in 
the heart, are unseen ; but if really there, 
they grow on and on till they bring forth 
much fruit, acceptable to God in Christ. Men 
see it — feel it. Has this been my course 7 Am 
I still advancing? 2 Pc^ i. 6-9. 

III. The birds of the air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof. lb. 

Many find their home there ; and if we are 
a part of that kingdom, they will find commu- 
nion witli us, and we with them. And there, 
in our hearts, holy desires and affections, the 
pure love of God, will dwell. Is my tree so 
filled ? Acts iv. 13. 

Leaving the principles of tlie doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfection. Heb. vi. 1. 
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after Triniti/. Fridat. 

THE THEASI7AE — THE PEARLS — THE NET. 

Read S. Matt. xiii. 44-52. 

I. The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid 
in aJieUL lb. 44. 

Only to be obtained by those who seek — 
then to be laid up in the heart. No place to 
be esteemed where it is not to be found. Have 
I thus sought and laid it up? Do I only 
prize those places and persons among whom 
Christ is to be found ? P«. i. 1 ; xvi. 3. 

II. {Again) like unto a merchantman seeking 
goodly pearls, lb. 45. 

Many seem goodly, one only is worth pos- 
sessing. All are to employ their talents ; whoso 
finds this must part with all that he hath to 
obtain it. What is this pearl? The love of 
God towards and in me. Do I hate all things, 
yea, and my very self^ in comparison of Him ? 
S. Luke xiy. 33. 

III. (Jgain) like unto a net that was cast into the 
sea, lb. 47. 

Which gathered of every kind. Such is the 
visible Church : both good and bad are there. 
I am there ; but not on that account safe. 
There will be a day of separation. Among 
which will my lot be ? Bam, ix. 6, 7. 

If thou seekestfor her as silver, and search- 
est for her as for hid treasures, then shalt 
thou understand . . and find , . Pro v. ii. 4, 5. 
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Saturday. Thirteenth Week after TViniiy, 

CHRIST NOT RECEIVED IN HIS OWN COUNTRY. 

Read S. Luke ir. 16-32 (S. Matt. xili.). 

L And when He was come into His own country 
He taught them* S. Matt. xiii. 54. 

He returned to Nazareth, where He had 
been brought up, after he had laboured in 
other places, so that His fame had ffone 
abroad. Thus He strove to remove the nin- 
drance of His poverty and obscurity, and lay 
claim to their attention. Am I thus consi- 
derate to others ? Prov, xviii. 19. 

II. Is not this the earpenter*s son? lb. 55. 
They ought to have rejoiced ; but they were 

ofTended in Him. The grace He had bestowed 
on others is at their own door ; but they re- 
ceive it not. That which was honourable they 
despise. And have I not, in practice, despised 
Thee, O Lord, and refused Thy ways? /«. 
xlix. 7. 

III. And (they) rose up and thrust Him out of the 
city, S. Luke iv. 29. 

Probably because (lb, 23) He did not per- 
form at once the miracles He had done else- 
where. He knew that they would not believe, 
and so added not in mercy to their condemna- 
tion. How much has He done for me, yet 
how often have I rejected Him ! S, Luke xiU 
48. 

He came unto His own, and His own re- 
ceived Him not, S. John i. 11. 
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JfomUtni^ ikuntfap after Crinit]?. 



THE APOSTLES SENT FORTH TO PREACH. 

Read S. Matt. x. 1-15 (S. Mark ill., S. Luke ix.). 

I. Aa ye go^ preachy saying^ The kingdom tf hea- 

ven is at hand, lb. 7. 

This is the special vocation of the Chridtian 
minister and evangelist. But all are bound 
to do so in practice, by avoiding useless, fri- 
voloas conversation ; first themselves seeking, 
and then striving to win others to that king- 
dom. Eph, iv. *29 ; Heb. x. 25. 

II. Heal the sick, cleanse the leperSy raise the dead, 
east out devils. lb. 8. 

They who need spiritual comfort — the dead 
in sins themselves — the lepers, who infect 
others with their disease — public offenders, — 
these are subjects of Christian compudsion or 
rebuke. Am I such an one ? or if not, how 
do I deal with those that are ? Rom. xv. 1. 

III. Take nothing for pour journey (S. Luke) ; pro- 
vide neither gold nor silver, lb. 9. 

Neither means of defence, nor sustenance^ 
still less of luxury: God provides all; we 
must not be anxious. Do I detach myself, at 
least in heart, from outward things, trusting 
Him for all ? S, Matt. vi. 31-33. 

ZtxU 
Exhort one another dcaJy^ while it is called 
To-day, Heb. iiL 13. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 339. 
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Monday. Fourteenth Week 

PEASECUTION OF THE DISCIPLES FORETOLD. 

Read S. Matt. x. 16-34. 

I. Behold^ I send you forth as sheep in the midst qf 

wolves. lb. 16. 

Such is the mission of all apostolic men, and 
even of all consistent Christians. Their por- 
tion here is the enmity and hatred of the un- 
godly. Am I willing to bear it for Christ's 
sake ? The reward is certain. Bev. ii. 10. 

II. The disciple is not above his mastery nor the 
servant above his Lord, lb. 24. 

As the Father sent Him, so sent He them, 
with His authority, to share His sorrows. Do 
I desire to fare better than He did ? Rather 
should I glory in suffering for His sake. Acts 
XX. 22-24. 

III. Fear not them which hill the body; but are not 
/ ahle to kill the soul, lb. 28. 

Neither fear the death of the body, nor those 
who can inflict it. We praise those who suf- 
fered for Christ : is our own spirit as theirs ? 
Do I mortify in myself what is evil? Do I 
look to temporal or eternal rest ? 2 Cor, iv. 
16. 

€txU 

Yea, and aU thai will live godbf in Christ 
Jesus shaU suffer persecution. 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
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after Trinity. Tuesday. 

THE GOSPEL MOT ALWAYS FOR PEACE. 

Read S. Matt. x. 34-36. 

I. / came not to send peace, but a sword, lb. 34. 

The peace Christ left us is good, but the peace 
Christians are tempted to make with the world 
is evil. Such peace is declaring war against 
God. Which do I strive to maintain ? Peace 
with the world ? or with God ? S. James iv. 4. 

II. / am come to set a man at variance against his 
father. lb. 35. 

The rule of the Gospel is, to love God above 
all things ; all other affections must be subor- 
dinate. This nature resists ; yet this must be 
striven after. Do I allow human affections 
to draw me aside ? Is, xlii. 8. 

III. A manU foes shall be they <^ his cum house- 
hold, lb. 36. 

His natural ties — still more himself. These 
are too often between the Christian and God. 
Have I not given to them and to myself time, 
talents, means, which were God's ? Are they 
not often impediments to a free service of 
God? 2Ttiw. iv. 10. 

€txt. 

I the Lard thy God am a jealous God, Ex. 
• 6. 
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Wednesday. Fourteenth Week 

WHO ABB UNWORTHY OF CHRIST. 

Read S. Matt. x. 37-42. 

I. He that loveth father or mother more than Me 
is not worthy of Me. lb. 37. 

We think that we do not. Do we withdraw 
from the influence of all, even the dearest, 
who would keep us back from Christ? If not, 
we seek another treasure ; we love others more 
than Christ ; we are not worthy of Him. 8, 
Matt. vi. 21. 

II. He that tdketh not his cross andfolloweth after 
Me. lb. 38. 

The life of Christ was a continual cross. 
They love each other most who sympathise 
most. Would I share His love? I must share 
His cross. It is not a mere choice ; it is a 
necessity. 8. John xvi. 33. 

III. He thatfindeth his life shall lose it. lb. 39. 

The way to eternal life is to sacrifice the 
present lire, — by mortifying the flesh so as to 
shew forth His life in us, or by going out of 
ourselves and dwelling altogether in Him. 
Gal. ii. 20. 

€txU 

Let the dead bury their dead ;-^foUow thou 
Me. S. Matt. viii. 22. 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

THE YOKE OF CHRIST AN EASY YOKE. 

Read S. Matt. zi. 25-30. 

I. Come unto Me all ye that lahour and are heavy 
laden, lb. 28. 

Come, " and I will refresh you." How good 
is our Lord — ready to relieve us of the burden 
of our sins, with which we are, or ought to be, 
oppressed ! Am I ? (/«. liii. 2-4.) How wilt 
Thou refresh me, Lord? Take My yoke — 
bear My cross. 

II. Learn qf Me^ for I am meek and hwly in heart, 
lb. 29. 

Here is true rest for the soul, iu the know-> 
ledge and following of Jesus. Is He my 
master, my example ? Have I shut my ears 
to the teaching of the world ? What have I 
learnt of Him — meekness ? humility ? Phil, 
ii. 5, &c. 

III. For My yoke » easy^ and My burden it lighL 
lb. 30. 

His yoke — *^His;" for He shares every 
burden with us, and so makes it light for us. 
What is it ? Every law — every cross — every 
struggle against the flesh. Do I cheerfully 
bear these with and for Him, looking to the 
end? or do I resist? Jer. vi. 16; S, Matt, 
zz. 22, &c. 

His commandTnents are not grievous, 1 John 
v. 3, 
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Fkiday. Fourteenth Week 



S. JOHN BAPTIST KILLED BY HEROO. 

Read S. Mark vi. 16-29 (S. Matt, ziy.)- 

I. Ask qf me whatsoever thou wiUy and ItM give 

U thee, lb. 22. 

Even half of his kingdom he would giye 
this damsel, who had pleased his sinful eye. 
But which is the greatest folly, his, or theirs 
who, for one sinful pleasure, would forfeit their 
title to the kingdom of heaven ? Ileb» xii. 
16, 16. 

II. S?ie being btfore instructed of her mother^ saidf 
Give me^ ^o, S. Matt. xiy. 8. 

What wonder if she asked amiss, who was 
instructed by an evil mother, a foe of the holy 
John ? Yet have not I taken counsel of the 
world, the flesh, the devil, the enemies of 
Christ, and so slain him. Beware I Heb, 
vi. 6. 

III. And the king wa$ exceeding eorrv, S. Mark 
vi. 26. 

After he had committed himself. We ought 
to consider seriously £rst, then speak and act. 
He respected a wicked oath, a foolish damsel, 
a worldly company, hut not God or His law. 
S. Matt. X. 28. 

Blind guidety wMck strain at a gnat and 
swallow a camel, S. Matt, xxiii. 24. 
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after Trinity, Saturday. 

THE FIVB THOUSAND FED. 

Read S. Matt. ziv. 14-21 (S. Mark vi., S. Luke ix., 

S. John vi.). 

I. Send the multitvde away, that they may . . . buy 
themselves victuals, lb. 15. 

They had not faith in Christ. But these 
poor people who had patiently heard Him 
were not forgotten. ** They need not depart," 
Do I fully trust Him ? Well may I. Ps.x.U. 

II. ffe took the Jive loaves, .^c. ; He blessed, atid 
brake. lb. 19. 

First bidding them sit down on the ground. 
Those who would be fed of His grace must sit 
at His feet. What they had, they brought 
Him. It was but little. He restored it a 
thousandfold. Do I oiFer Him all I have? 
He will more than repay me. Prov, xix. 17. 

III. He departed again into a mountain. Himself 
alone, S. John vi 15. 

For they would make Him a king. But 
He desired it not, — He, the King of kings. 
He departed to solitude and prayer. Do I 
look for honour and gratitude from those 
whom I have aided ? Learu^ my soul, of Him. 
8, Luke vi. 34-5. 

He tiath filed the hungry with good things, 
S« Luke 1. 63. 
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j^ftienil^ j^ttntira^ after Crimto. 



CHRIST WALKING UPON THE WATER. 

Head S. Matt. xiv. 22-36 (S. Mark vi., John yi.). 

L The ship woe in the midst qfthe sea tossed with 
waves. lb. 24. 

They had been tossed all the night. He 
does not always remove our difficulty at once. 
We must strive resolutely, wait His time, and 
He will deliver us. Do I do so in the tempest 
of my passion, or do I give way ? 2 Cor, xii. 
7-9. 

II. When the disciples saw Him walking on the 
sea^ they were troubled. lb. 26. 

They thought it was " a spirit." How 
often we mistake for an illusion the real pre- 
sence and inspiration of our Lord ; and so far 
from attending to His voice, we shun Him, 
and remain tempest-tost. S, Matt, ziii. 14, 
16. 

III. Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid, lb. 
27. 

Into this difficulty our Lord Himself had 
brought them {S. Mark vi. 46). Now He is 
at hand to comfort them. Whatever trials He 
brines upon me, I will trust Him, my only 
surenelper. 

Fear not, I toiU help thee. Is. xli. 18. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see p. 885. 
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Fifteenth Week after Trinity, Monday, 

PETEB WALKING TO MEET CHRIST. 

Recul ib. 

I. Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on 

the water, lb. 28. 

Willing to trust himself to the command 
and power of Christ, if He would but call him, 
and glad to go even into danger, if it were 
but to Christ Have I such faith and love ? 
Ps. xl. 7. 

II. Beginning to sink, he cried saying. Lord, save 
me I lb. 30. 

Yet how soon is all this confidence gone I 
Nothing will support us but a constant, stable 
faith. His confidence feiiled. He took the 
next best step, and called on his Lord. Is this 
my refuge in time of trouble ? S. Luke xxii. 
81-34. 

III. And immediately Jesus stretched forth Hie 
hand and caught Aim. Ib. 31. 

He did not calm the wind at once {ver, 32), 
but He did help His disciple, and then re- 
proved him. How often has He helped me, 
when I have failed, not from the greatness 
of the danger, but from my want of faith. 
Have I not need of repentance and resolu- 
tion ? Is, xliii. 2 ; Rom, xiv. 4. 

Thy right hand hath holden me up, Ps. 
xviii. 85. 
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Tuesday- Fifteenth Week 

THE DISCIPLES ACCUSED AND DEFENDED. 

Read S. Matt. xy. 1-20. 

I. Why do Thy disciples transgress the traditidn of 
the elders ? lb. 2. 

Which was the greater fault, that of the dis^ 
ciples, the neglect of an external ceremony ; 
or that of the Pharisees ; outward observance, 
inward negligence ? God judges not the out- 
ward appearance, but the inner man. S. Matt, 
xxiii. 25. 

II. Why do ye also transgress the commandment qf 
God by yovr tradition 7 lb. 3. 

The neglect of parents, under pretext of a 
sacrifice dedicated to God. The one a plain 
commandment, the other only acceptable when 
offered according to His will. Do I never 
offer that which is not really mine to give 7 
Itam. iii. 31. 

III. This people . . honoureth Me with their lips ; 
but their heart is far from Me, lb. 8. 

And so they were bad accusers of His faith- 
ful disciples. Their heart was with the world 
and their own evil objects. The praise of men, 
not the praise of God. Might not I be open 
to the same reproof 7 Is. xxix, 13. 

Ztxt, 

Hum denrest truth in the inward parts, 
Ps. li. 6. 
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after Trinity, Wednesday. 

THE CANAANITIBH WOMAN. 

Read S. Matt. xv. 21-28 (S. Mark yH). 

I. And behold f a woman of Canaan • . . cried unto 
Him^ aaying^ Have mercy on me/ lb. 2. 

She went out at once when she heard of 
Him. Took the first opportunity; laid her 
case before Him ; asked for mercv ; left her- 
self in His hands. She was a heatLen ! I am 
a Christian ! Which may best judge the 
other? Is, xxxvii. 14, &c. (Jer. xxxv.). 

II. But He answered her not a word. And His 
disciple* came, ^e. lb. 23. 

As in other cases, He desired, for the good 
of others, that her faith and humility should 
be known ; and for her own, that it should be 
tried. But the professed disciples, what would 
they have ? Freedom from a trouble, for theii 
own ease, not for God's glory. Is this Chris- 
tianity? S. John vi. 26. (S, Matt. xiv. 13). 

III. lam not sent, but unto the lost sheep of the 
house qf Israel, lb. 24. 

And He too, the merciful and good, seems 
unmoved by her and them. Still she perse- 
veres. That is what He desires. That is what 
I will do, and the good Shepherd will hear 
me. Ps, cxix. 176. 

Therefore will the Lord wait that He may 
he gracious. Is. xxx. 18. 
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Thursday. Fifteenth Week 

THE WOMAN*B DAUGHTER HEALED. 

Read S. Mark vii. 24-30. 

I. It is not meet to take the children's hread and to 

cast it unto the dogs. Matt. xv. 26. 

Full of faith and hope, she still pressed her 
entreaty to Him who, if He pleased, cpuld 
grant all her desire. What a seemingly hitter 
answer. How apparently unlike our Lord. 
How do I who deserve them bear such re- 
buffs ? How did she ? 1 Pet, ii. 20. 

II. Truih^ Lord^ yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which faU from their master^s table. lb. 27. 

Without murmur, without an undutiful an- 
swer, she still pleads. How? Acknowledging 
her own vileness ; pleading the love of a mas- 
ter even for his dogs. How much more that 
of Christ for His suppliant. S. Matt, viii. 8. 

III. O vfoman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt, lb. 28. 

He waited to be gracious, to confirm her in 
faith, patience, and then grant all her desire. 
Learn, then, my sou], to rely on His goodness, 
on His power, on His promise, and persevere. 
S, Luke xviii. 7. 

The trying of your faith worketh patience ; 
but let patience have her perfect work, S. Jas. 
i. 8, 4. 
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after Trinity. Fbiday. 

THE DEAF AND DUMB UEALSO. 

Read S. Mark yii. 31-37. 

I. lie took him aside, lb. 33. 

The spiritually deaf and dumb are not to 
be healed in the bustle of the world. They 
must come aside, stop their ears to its 'voice, 
look to heaven and heavenly things, and learn 
to pray. Have I been thus led of God? Has, 
ii. 14. 

II. And saiih unto Him^ Ephphatha, lb. 34. 

How often has He bid us open our hearts 
to Him, and we have notl If we let loose 
our tongues, how often it is but to speak 
vanity — calumny! He alone can soften the 
heart of stone. Pa, cxiv. 8. 

III. He charged them that they should tell no man, 
lb. 36. ' 

Unwilling even to receive the praise that 
was due. How unlike me ! Yet they could 
not be restrained from praising Him who had 
done all things well. Such was their grati- 
tude. Is mine such ? Pa, cxiz. 171. 

ZtxU 

Open Thou my Upa, and my mouth ahall 
ahew forth Thy praiae, Ps. li. 15. 
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Saturday. Fifteenth Week after Trinity, 

THE FOUR THOUSAND FED. 

Bead S. Mark viii. 1-9 (S. Matt, xv.)* 

I. / have compassion on the multitude, lb. 2. 

How many were drawn around Him by His 
teaching: am I among tiiat number? forget- 
ful even of my daily wants, if I may but wait 
on Him. He feels tiie same compassion now. 
He cares for them who trust on Him. Ps, 
xxxvii. 8-6. Do I care for others ? 

II. J[fl send them away fasting to their own houses^ 
they will faint by the way, lb. 3. 

How mercifully He considers our infirmi- 
ties and necessities. There is no fear of His 
failing us. The fear is that we fail ourselves 
and Him. Ps, xxiii. I. 

III. He took the seven loaves, ^o, ; so they did eat^ 
and were filled, lb. 6, 8. 

A type of all His perfect grifts, and the 
sevenfold gifts of the Spirit. These He gave 
to His disciples to set before them. These 
now, through the ministry of His gospel (2 
Tim. ii. 2), He sets before me. Am I hungry ? 
Eat, my soul, and be filled. {Is. Iv. 1.) Ga- 
ther up the fragments, of time, health, &c., 
that nothing be lost. 

ZtxU 

He satisfieth the longing soul, and fUeth 
the hungry soul with goodness, Ps. cvii. 0, 
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dt^Uent]^ duntra^ after HLxinits* 



THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES. 

Read S. Matt. xvi. 1*12 (S. Mark vili.). 

I. His disciples .... Jiad forgotien to take bread. 
lb. 6. 

How blessed that communion with God which 
makes one even to forget the necessities of the 
body, and seek that Word which is as needful 
as daily bread! Which do I prize most? 
S. McUt, xvii. 4. 

II. Why reason ye among yourselves^ because ye 
have brought no bread! lb. 8. 

Why take such thought for the body ? Does 
not God care for it ? How sweet and easily 
borne every path of life would be if I resigned 
all to His providence ! S. Mait, vi. 31-33. 

III. Take heed and beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, lb. 6. 

That is, the maxims of the world, the prin- 
ciples of self-love, and of the old man. Of 
all this let me beware, lest it corrupt my soul, 
and the true bread be no longer my desire. 
8, John vi. 34. 

A Utile leaven leaveneth the whole lamp, 
I Cor. V. 6. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the Day» see p. 293. 
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Monday. Sixteenth Week 

THE BLIND MAN OF BETH8AIDA CURED. 

Read S. Mark viii. 22-26. 

I. They bring a blind man .... and He led him out 
of the town, lb. 22, 23. 

Here He had done many miracles, and they 
helieved not. In unbelief and neglect of pri- 
vileges and of God's grace is there no way of 
salvation, no healing of the soul. How much 
have I neglected these I S, Matt* xi. 21. 

II. / see men^ as trees, walking. lb. 24. 

The first beginnings of grace opened his 
eyes a little. Still men (things human) ap- 

? eared to him large, beyond their true size. 
)o they appear of great importance to me? 
My spiritual sight is but dim. Ps, xiii. 3. 

III. He put His hands again upon his eyes . . . and 
he saw eiferg man clearly, lb. 25. 

Our Lord waited to complete his cure little 
by little. The blind man used what he had ; 
Christ perfected His work of mercy. Does 
God's hand appear shortened towards me? 
Is it not that I am slothful towards Him, and 
misuse His gifts ? Jos, iv. 3. 

€txU 

He hath sent Me . . to preach deliverance to 
the captives^ and recovering of sight to the blind, 
S. Luke iv. 18. 
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after Trinity, Tuesday. 

THE CONFESSION OF FETER. 

Read S. Matt. xvi. 13-20 (S. Mark viii., S. Luke ix.j. 

I. Whom do men say that /, the Son of Man^ am 1 
lb. 13. 

Not for vain curiosity, but for the instruc- 
tion of His disciples, Jesus asked. He seeks 
to be known of us for our, not for His good. 
Though men knew not who He really was, 
they could speak no real evil of Him. Can I 
attain this ? S, John xii. 30. 

II. But whom say ye that I ami Peter saith^ Thou 
art the Christ, ^c, lb. 16, 16. 

To whom much is give'n, of him much is 
required. They who have nearer access to 
Him are expected to know Him more truly. 
Do I profess Him also to be Christ? Where 
is His honour? What is my service of Him ? 
what of the world ? Mai, i. 6. 

III. Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee. 
lb. 17. 

. For God who is in heaven alone can reveal 
divine truths to us. The knowledge of the 
world avails not for Divine wisdom. Do I 
listen to the teaching of the world, or do I 
open the ears of my heart to God ? 1 Cor. ii. 
14. 

€txU 

Lardy I believe ; help Thou mine unbelief. 
S. Mark ix. 24. 
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Wednesday. Sixteenth Week 

CHEIST rORETELS HIS DEATH, AMD EEPROYES 

PETER. 

Read S. Mark viii. 31-33 (S. Matt, xvi., S. Luke iz. 

xviii.). 

I. The Son of Man must suffer many things. lb. 3 ] . 

This He predicted immediately on the con- 
fession of His being tha Son of God ; for this 
is not enough, unless we believe also that He 
suffered for us. In mercy, too, He prepared 
His followers for their cross. Acts iii. 18. 

II. Peter took Him^ and began to rebuke Him^ sof^ 
ing, ^0. S. Matt. xvi. 22. 

Christ says, ''It must be.'' His disciple 
should not say, " Far be it." Had he con- 
sidered the will, the command of God, he had 
not been so rash with his lips. How often do 
I err from want of consideration I Gen, xviii. 
25. 

III. Get thee behind Me, Satan ; thou art an of- 
fence unto Me. lb. 23. 

With Him is no respect of persons. If His 
faithful disciple deny his Lord, his Lord will 
rebuke and chastise. Christ is not turned 
from His purpose of mercy. Nor must I listen 
to the nearest or dearest who would lead me 
away from Him. Eev. ii. 20. 

Not anhf to believe. . . . but also to suffer. 
Phil. i. 29: 
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after TriniUf. Thursdat. 

THE CROSS TO BE BORNE AFTER CHRIST. 

nead S. Matt xvi 24-28 (S. Mark viii., S. Luke iz.}. 

I. Ifcmy man will came qSUt Me. lb. 24. 

None is compelled ; the way is open to alL 
But a good and determinate will is needful ; 
but whosoever has it must deny himself first 
in all that is of the old man. How little 
have I learnt even of the first beginnings! 
Mev, xxii. 17 ; 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 

II. Let him . . take up his cross. lb. 

This IS another needful step in the Christian 
course. To take up, that is, to bear, in all 
their length, and breadth, and depth, whatever 
that is contrary either to bodily or mental de- 
sires, God wills. Is such my purpose? Heb. 
zi. 25. 

III. And follow Me. lb. 

In renouncing, in sustaining, in well-doing ; 
and if we follow Him, it must be for ever, 
even unto death and into eternity. The way 
Is not described : be it rough or smooth, am 
I prepared to walk in it? S, John xiii. 86, 
87. 

Srxt 

He that followeth Me shall not walk in 
darkness. S. John viii. 12. 
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Friday. Sixteenth Week 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST. 

Recui S. Matt. xviL 1-9 (S. Mark ix., S. Luke ix.). 

I. Jesus taketh Peter , JameSy and John. lb. 

To be witnesses of His glory. Up to a high 
mountain — away from noise — apart from the 
world — three only out of the twelve. The 
kingdom of God must be sought thus ; it is 
not to be found in the world. S, Luke xyiu 
21. 

II. ^9 He prayed f the fashion of His countenance 
was altered, S. Luke ix. 29. 

True fervent prayer changes a man;. even 
men may take knowledge of him that he has 
been with Jesus. Is my countenance bright 
with Divine fervour? or do I not commune 
enough with God ? Acts iv. 13; Exod, xxxiv. 
29, 30. 

III. And behold there appeared unto them Moses 
and Elias, S. Matt. xvii. 3. 

These holy men could taste of heaven even 
on earth. They spoke of His Passion ; this 
was to be the real cause of our only true joy. 
Even in the midst of such thoughts His face 
shone. For great is the reward. Is mine 
treasured up there ? S. Matt. v. 12. 

€txU 

A witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 
also a partaker of the glory. 1 Pet. v. 1. 
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after Trinity, Saturday. 

r^ 

THE WISH OF PETEB ON THE MOUNT. 

Read S. Mark ix. 2-8. 

« 

I. Mcuter, it is ffoodfor tu to be here. lb. 5. 

So thought S. Peter when joy and glory 
were around. They who desire religion when 
pleasant and easy, but sleep (Zm^cIx. 32) when 
trials are spoken of, will, with Peter, deny 
Christ in the hour of temptation. Do I really 
embrace it at other times ? S. Matt, xiii. 21. 

II. Let us make three tabemaoles. lb. 

It may be good for us to be here ; but is it 
good any where on earth to fix our tent? No, 
not even for the sake of spiritual pleasures, 
still less for earthly. Peter was blamed even 
for the former. Do not I deserve rebuke for 
the latter ? S. Luke xii. 19, 20. 

III. While He thus spake, there came a cloud and 
overshadowed them, S. Luke ix. 34. 

When we trust in outward consolations, 
how soon a passing cloud overshadows them, 
and the loy of our eyes is gone ! Is my foun- 
dation deeper than the surface ? or when trial 
comes, am I cast down? Jer, iv. 20 ; S, Luke 
xxiv. 31. 

Ztxt 

Our days on the earth are as a sJtadoWy arid 
there is none abiding. 1 Chron. xxix. 15. 
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^thtnUtni^ duntfap after Ctinitp. 



THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN. 

Read S. Luke ix. 28-36. 

I. Thit i» My beloved SoTkt in whom I am well 
pleased. S. Matt. xvii. 5. 

This witness came while Christ spake of His 
Passion ; and, as some have thought, on the 
mount where He was tempted of Satan. Thejr 
are true sons of God who overcome the evd 
one, and suffer for His name's sake. S. John 
XV. 13. 

II. Hear ye Him, lb. 

He is our master. To hear Him is hard to 
the carnal mind. Even Peter had put off His 
warning voice. Now He speaks ot His Pas- 
sion ; and God bids ns hearken. Do I ? S. 
John vi. 60-63. 

III. When the dieeiplet heard ii they fell on their 
faee, lb. 6. 

Hence learn humility, and it may be also 
our natural fear of the doctrine of the Cross 
which was thus sealed from on high. Do I 
at once fear God and gird myself up for m]f 
appointed trials. Acta xiv. 22. 

tStxt, 
They that hear shall live. S. John v. 25. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. S66, 7. 

328 



17^^ Week after Trinity, Monday. 

THEY GO DOWN FROM THE MOUNT. 

A^dKfS. Matt. xvii. 1-9. 

I. And Jesus .... saidy Arisen and be not afraid* 

lb. 7. 

Christ is at hand in an instant, their com- 
fort in their trouble. Where He is we need 
not fear. We need only to arise at His bid'ding, 
and be of good courage. P«. xviii. 29. 

II. And when, j[e. . . . they saw no ntan^ but Jesus 
only, lb. 8. 

Every thing was gone — the voice, the cloud, 
Moses, Elias, the brightness of face and rai- 
ment — the lowly Jesus only remained. What- 
ever happens, whether in joy or sorrow, seek 
only Him. He only will be surely founa. He 
only abideth. Ps. Ixxiii. 25. 

III. Jesus charged them, saping^ Tell the vision to 
no man. lb. 9. 

The favours and grace of God are best re- 
ceived in humble gratitude, and silence of 
ourselves. (P«. cxiz. 11.) All is from Him. 
Nothing is really our own, and we need not 
boast. Rather let me see that I receive not 
His gliits in vain. Do 1 7 1 Car, xv. 10. 

Sext 
He bringeth low, and liftetk up, 1 Sam. ii. 7. 
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Tuesday. Seventeenth Week 

THE LUNATIC CHILD BROUGHT TO CHRIST. 

Read S. Mark ix. U-22 (S. Matt. xvii.). 

I. Lordy have mercy on my son, for he is lunatio. 
S. Matt. xvii. 15. 

One incapable of controlling his passions^ 
falling into the fire of anger and concupiscence, 
or the flood of iniquity ; moreover, deaf and 
dumb in divine things. A miserable condi- 
tion. Help me to know myself, and, if such, 
to repent. Ps. cxix. 26. 

II* Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and 
perverse generation, lb. 17. 

Might not the Lord so speak of me and to 
me, as one whom He could not abide with ? 
Yet mark His mercy ; He offers help : " Bring 
him to Me." To Thee, Lord, may I come 
with all my sorrows. 2 Cor, i. 5-7. 

III. And they brought him, S. Mark ix. 20. 

For sinners do not go to God of their own 
accord, or by their own power; but, like this 
poor child, even struggle and resist the friendly 
hand that would guide them to Him. How 
long, how long has it been so with me 7 S, 
John vi. 44. 

Remember not the ains of my youth, Ps. 
XXV. 7. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

THE LUNATIC CHILD CURED. 

Read S. Matt. xvii. 14-21. 

I. Jf thou canst believe^ all things are possible to 
him that believeth. S. Mark ix. 23. 

What a promise to faith ! What a reproof 
to me who profess to believe ! This poor man 
cried, *^ Lord, I believe ; help Thou mine un- 
belief.'' So God leads on to perfection those 
who begin in earnest ; and they wha persevere 
will receive the crown. PkiL i. 6 ; Bev, ii. 
10. 

II. / charge thee^ come out of him, and enter no 
more into him, lb. 25. 

Such is God's will for all ; that sin once 
purged out shall not return. But how often 
do I invite back the enemy? Christ cast out 
this one. Oh, that He would cast it altogether 
forth from me. S. Matt, xii. 45. 

III. Why could not we cast him out ? S. Matt xvii. 
19. 

Because of unbelief. This is the root of all 
failures. Belief of my danger, of God's love, 
of Christ's atonement, of the Spirit's power, 
— this would make me able in Him to do all 
things. PML iv. 13. 

STeort. 

Ye have not vet resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin, Heb. xii. 4. 
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Thursday. Seventeenth Week 

CHRIST PAYS THE TRIBUTE -MONEY. 

Bead S. Matt. xyii. 24>27. 

" I. Doth not ffour Master pay trUmte f He {Peter) 
saUh, Ye*. lb. 24, 25. 

They wished Him to pay that which He 
owed not, and we blame their demand. But 
we continue too often in sin, and yet expect 
grace and pardon as if it were a debt. How 
often have I sinned, hoping that grace will 
abound. Rom, vi. 1. 

II. Jestis saithf Then are the children free. lb. 26. 

And He the Son of God first of all was free. 
Yet, O Lord, it would go ill with us if Thou 
doest nothing from which Thou mightest be 
free. Oh, that I could do for Thee that to which 
I am bound, by duty, love, gratitude, Ace. 
I and 2 Cor. viii. 9. 

III. Notwithstanding, lest toe should offend them . . 
take and give unto them for Me and thee. lb. 27. 

Though the fault might rest with them, 
Christ in charity would avoid the offence. Do 
I follow Him in this ? (Remember, by the way, 
this proof of his poverty and of his miracu- 
lous power.) S. Matt, xviii. 7. 

ZtxU 

Not using your liberty for a cloak of mali- 
ciousness. 1 Pet. ii. 16. 
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after Trinity, Feidat. 

CHRIST COMMENDS THE HUMBLE AND CHILDLIKE. 

Read S. Matt. zviiL 1-6 (S. Mark ix., S. Luke ix.). 
Compare 2 Pet. ii. and Jude. 

I. Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven 9 
lb. 1. 

How frail is human nature ! What a strife 
for the disciples of the lowly and meek? 
Pride began with the angels^ continued in 
Adam, remains in us. Alas, how much in 
me ! Prav» xiii. 10. 

II. Whosoever shall humble himself a* this little 
child, the same is greatest, ^o, lb. 4. 

And not only so ; but except we (v. 8) be- 
come as little children, we cannot enter tnere. 
Humility is a most necessary step towards at- 
taining It. Have I taken that first and lowest 
step ? Mic. vi. 8. 

III. In heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of My Father which is in heaven, lb. 10. 

B^ pride hell began. With the humble and 
obedient heaven is filled. There even now 
dwell the angels of Christ's litde ones on 
earth, beholding His face. There with them 
may I find a place through Him. P«. Ixviii. 
17. 

Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek 
them not. Jer. xlv. 5. 
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Saturday. 17 th Week after Trinity, 

OF THE BEFBOOF OF A BROTHEB. 

Jiead S. Matt, xviii. 15-20 (S. Luke xvii.). 

I. If thy brother shall trespass against thee^ go and 

tell him hisfavXt. lb. 15. 

Here learn Christian charity on both sides. 
Beproof is to be given and received in love, 
for Christ's sake, for the sake of the souls 
both of him who gives and him who receives. 
Bzek, iii. 18. 

II. TeU him his fault between thee and him alone. 
lb. 

The reproof must be in private, as between 
brethren. If the sin is against thyself^ none 
need know it but thee. Would not I desire to 
be so dealt with ? Let me so deal with others. 
S. Matt. vii. 12. 

III. If he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy bro' 
titer. lb. 

To both the gain is great. To one, the gain 
is a brother and a clear conscience ; to the 
other, receiving the reproof in humility, the 
gain is, his own soul, his brother's love, the 
peace of God. So may I act in either case. 
IPs. cxli. 6. 

He that regardeth reproof shall be Iwnoured. 
Prov. xiii. 18. 
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iEtgi)tefnt!) SttnUa]) after Crintt|). 



THE PARABLE OF THE DEBTOR. 

Read S. Matt, xviii. 21-27. 

I. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a certain 
Jeing^ ^c, lb. 23. 

I am His servant, His debtor. To Him I 
owe all ; to Him I must give account. I have 
nothing to pay. Must I too be sold, and lose 
my freedom ? Alas ! 1 have by sin. Rom, vi. 
16. 

II. Have patience teith me, and I will pay ihee all, 
lb. 26. 

How often has God had patience with me 
in a less earnest prayer ! When angels sinned, 
in an instant they fell ; but, of God's mercy, I 
am not consumed! Jesu's blood hath pur- 
chased this. Lam, iii. 22. 

III. The lord was moved with compassion, 

lb. 27. 

** And forgave him all that debt." And 
He has forgiven me, released me from the 
slavery of sin, and adopted me as His child. 
Have I deserved such favours? How do I 
strive to repay them ? How merciful is God I 
Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

^nt. 

I said J I will confess my sins unto the Lord, 
and so Thou forgavest the wickedness of my 
sin, Ps. xxxii. 5. 

For thoughts on the Gotpel of the day, see p. 398. 

836 



Monday. Eighteenth Week 

THE INGBATITUOE OF THE DEBTOB. 

Jtead lb. 28-35. 

I. Pay me that thou awest, lb. 28. 

What an ingratitade I What a want of cha- 
rity ! Even the fellow-servants are shocked. 
Do I not see the wickedness of such a return ? 
Has Christ forjdven me nothing? What do I 
forgive others? Eph, iv. 82. 

II. ShouUkt not thou alto have had oompasHon on 
thfffettouf-eervanti lb. 33. 

We strive to have one law for ourselves, 
another for our brethren. Such is not well- 
pleasing to God. Should I be content if what 
I render to others God were to render to me ? 
Horn. ii. 3. 

III. And hie lord was wroth, lb. 34. 

How heinous must be ingratitude in God's 
sight ! If all that He has once forgiven is 
again required I Yet it may be so with me if 
I forget Him and sin against charity. Ezeh, 
xviii. 24. 

He shall have judgment without mercy that 
hath shewed no mercy, S. Jas. ii. 13. 
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after Trinity. Tuesday. 



CHRIST REFUSES TO GO UP TO THE FEAST OF 
TABERNACLES. 

Head S. John vii. 1-9. 

I. Go into Jttdcea, that Thy disciples also may see 

the works that Thou doest, lb. 3. 

They desire His works rather to redound to 
their own glory than to His. Zeal for Him 
was their excuse for ambition. How often do 
I plead for myself when appearing to do so 
for others ! Acta viii. 19, &c. 

II. No man doeth any thing in secret, lb. 4. 

How often we attribute motives to others, 
which are in truth only our own ! So it was 
with the disciples. If I examine myself, I 
shall often find it so with me. Rom, ii. 1. 

III. My time is not yet come. lb. 6. 

He would wait the will of His Father, and 
bide His time. Such too is our duty. All 
our times and seasons are in His hand. Do I 
continually bear this in mind, and act upon 
it ? Ps. xxxi. 16. 

Tarry thou tfie LortTa leisure. Ps. xxvii. 16. 
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Wednesday. Eighteenth Week 

CHRIST REJECTED BY THE SAMARITANS. 

Recui S. Luke ix. 51-56 (S. John m). 

I. Ife ate^cutly set His face to go to Jerusalem, S. 
Luke ix. 51. 

That place where death awaited Him ! What 
an example to me of courage and constant re- 
signation to the Divine will! Oh, that He 
would help me in all my trials to be sted&st 
in the right path. Is, 1. 7. 

IL They (the Samaritans) did not receive Him, 
lb. 53. 

Why ? Because He was in the way to Je- 
rusalem. If we suspect and r^ect those who 
are not of a party with ourselves, we follow 
the world and shut out Christ. 8, Mark ix, 38. 

III. The Son of Man is not come to destroy men"** 
Hves^ but to save them, lb. 56. 

The disciples would have vengeance; the 
Master will have mercy. Theirs has the sem- 
blance of devotion ; His the true charity. We 
know not what spirit we are of; let us try 
and learn of Him who came to die for us. 
2 Car, xi. 14. 

Ztxt, 

Whosoever shall receive Me, receivetk not 
Me, hut Him that sent Me, S. Mark iz. 87* 
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after Trinity, Thursday. 

THE TEN LEPERS CLEANSED. 

Read S. Luke xviL 11-19. 

I. There met Him ten men that were lepers, lb. 12. 

They stood afar off, conscious of sin, desir- 
ing pardon and cleansing. So my soul apply 
to Jesus for spiritual cleansing, humbled in 
the dust, sensible of entire unworthiness. S. 
Luke V. 8. 

II. Go, shew yourselves unto the priests. lb. 14. 

A pattern of charity combined with dutiful- 
ness. He desired to cure them, but would 
not break an ordinance. Would that I never 
broke one! They obtained their desire; so 
may I by grace. 1. Sam, xv. 22. 

III. One of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back . . . and glorified Chd, lb. 15. 

The rest gave no thanks ; yet they are only 
like me. How much I have received ! How 
little have I done ! Gratitude is the best use 
of a blessing ; let me exercise it towards my 
beneficent God. Is, v. 4. 

Srxt 

Giving thanks always for all things unto 
God and the Father, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Eph. v. 20. 
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Fbiday. Eighteenth Week 

CHRIST TEACHES OPBNLT IN THE TEMPLE. 

Reads. John vii. 10-31. 

I. Then went He also up unto the feast, lb. 10. 

And there was much murmuring about 
Him. What else can be expected of the 
world? What else do I look for? Am I 
prepared for the dissatisfaction of others, and 
their unwillingness to do justice to me 7 S, 
John XV. 19. Do I deserve more ? 

II. About the midst ofthefeast^ Jesus went up into 
the Temple and taught. lb. 14. 

Not at first — when their minds were ex- 
cited : 80 prudent an example He sets us. 
The Jews marvelled ; but did they believe or 
obey ? Is my belief practical ? S. John ix. 41, 

III. Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none 
of you keepeth the law ? lb. 19. 

He touched their consciences, yet they 
blasphemed. Now He answers not, meekly 
bearing their insults. Am I shocked at their 
evil words? Then do I refrain from such 
thoughts, or, when myself accused, forbear 
from returning evil for evil ? 1 Pet. ii. 20. 

The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me. Heb. xiii. 6. 
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after Trinity. Satobday. 

* MEB8ENGXB8 BENT TO TAKE CHRIST. 

Read S. John vii 32-44. 

I. The Pharisees and the Chief Priests sent officers 
to take Him. lb. 32. 

Why? Because the people believed on 
Him. So the simple-minded and lowly have 
grace to know Him ; the proud and self- 
righteous seek amiss, and find Him not {lb. 
34). I will humbly seek Thee, O Lord, and 
hold fast by Thee. Ps. Ixix. 32. 

II. If any num thirsty let him eome unto Me^ and 
drink. lb. 37. 

Take this word to thyself. For what do I 
thirst ? The water of life 7 or earthly plea- 
sures? Nothing is worth longin? aner but 
salvation and God. And He wul give me 
abundance. Have I abundance from any other 
source? Is. Iv. i. 

III. Some cfthem would have taken Him; but no 
man laid hands on Him, lb. 44. 

He knew why they came, but He perse- 
vered. Would I disarm the evil one ? Per- 
severe in the strength of God, and all enemies 
will vanish. Do I so? or do I yield myself a 
willing prey to evil ? Heb. x. 38. 

Let him that is athirst come, Hev. xxii. 17. 
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Jltiuttent]^ dtmXfay after Crtnttp. 

THE OFFICERS RETUBN, PBAI8ING CHBIBT. 

Bead S. John vii. 45-53. 

I. Why have ye not brought Him ? lb. 45. 

How watchful are the Pharisees for the ac- 
complishment of their evil designs I how of- 
fended at the temporary failure ! Oh, that I 
were as watchful to peilbrm the will of God — 
as truly grieved when I fail in it. S, Luke 
xvi. 8. 

II. Never man spake like this Man, lb. 46. 

But these poor men confbss themselves 
pricked by His words, astonished at His pow- 
er; and that even to their employers, His 
persecutors. It would be well if I always 
spoke, not that which is acceptable, but that 
which is profitable. Is, xxx, 10; L 4. 

III. Are ye also deceived? lb 47. 

Why not have asked, What spake He ? 
They desired not to learn, but to accuse Him, 
and excuse themselves. So the way to true 
wisdom, the path of humility, was closed to 
them. Are my ears open to words of wisdom ? 
Do I desire to know and follow them ? 1 Cor, 
i. 18, &c. 

ZtxU 

Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven, S. Matt. v. 3. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. 254, 5. 
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Nineteenth Week after Trinity. Monday. 

THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTEElt: 

Read S. John viii. 1-1 !• 

I. Mosea in the law commanded as thai such should 
be stonedj but what tayest Thou 9 lb. 5. 

He, the Judge of all, declined to pass sen- 
teDce. Do I make Him my pattern in this. 
He writes only on the earth, where the wind 
and rain may blot out the record. Oh, that tears 
could wash away my guilt I But He can. S, 
Luke yii. 44. 

II. He that is withotU sin among you^ let him first 
cast a stone at her, lb. 7. 

When almost adjured to decree justly, with 
what wisdom He makes them responsible who 
tempted Him, and teaches me to read and 
know my own sins, and to refrain from con- 
demning my feUow-sinners. Rom, ii. 1. 

III. GOf and sin no more, lb. 1 1. 

If I look unto myself, I must loathe myself 
and my own sins, and so learn to hide the 
sins of others. Then may I hope for the com- 
fort of this poor sinner ; absolution in peni- 
tence, strength against future temptation. Is, 
i. 6, 16, &c. 

There is mercy with Thee ^ therefore ehaU 
Thou be feared. Psalm cxzz. 4. 
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TuBSDAT. Nineteenth Week 



CHRIST TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE. 

Read S. John yiii. 12-29. 

I. / am the light of the world. lb. 12. 

Without true liffht in the soul, who can 
direct his way? He who follows not Christ 
must surely err. Do I err? It is because I 
seek not Thee, my Lord, my Light, my Life ; 
or knowing Thee, do not glorify Thee as God, 
Deut, zxviii. 29. 

II. Ye neither know Me nor My Father, lb. 19. 

They only knew Him by name and in words 
— not really — not practically. Christ bids me 
follow Him. Do I so ? In what ? or if not, 
why ? Is this truly to know Him ? 1 John 
u. 4. 

III. T go My way, and ye shall seek Me^ and shaU 
die in your sins, lb. 21. 

Must this be? Yes, to those who believe 
not — ^who are of this world, and not of Christ — 
loving earthly things. Am I such ? Would 
I avoid this condemnation? I must follow 
heavenly and divine things. S. Jas, iv. 4; 
1 S, John ii. 15. 

Men loved darkness rather than liahty he- 
cause their deeds were evil, S. John iii. 19. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

AS HE TAUGHT, MANY BELIEVED. 

Read ib. 30-45. 

I. If ye continue in My wordy then are ye My dis- 

ciples indeed. Ib. 31. 

To perseyere in the faith and doctrine of the 
Master is the mark of a good disciple. To seek 
to know and to love Him, and prove our dis- 
cipleship by a consistent practice. Do I so ? 
8. Jos. 1. 22-25. 

II. Whosoever eommitteth sin, is the servant ofsin, 
Ib. 34. 

They boasted themselves free — so do many ; 
but what was their freedom? From serving 
God. Alas, this freedom is true slavery. The 
more I have obeyed, the more this tyrant sin 
has demanded. Is it not so ? 2 Pet. ii. 19. 

III. If ye were AhrahamU children^ ye would do 
tfke works of Abraham, Ib. 39. 

The sons of God are not known by profes- 
sion, but by their fruits. All are not Christ's 
who are called His. Would I be really His, 
I must strive to do those things He woula have 
me do. Rom, ix, 6, 7. 

If ye know these things^ happy are ye if ye 
do them, S. John xiii. 17. 
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Thursday. Nineteenth Week 

THE JEWS DESIRE TO STONE CHRIST. 

Read S. John viii. 46-59. 

I. Whieh qf $^ convineeth Me of sini lb. 

None could convince Him, but we, if we 
know any thing, are convicted of ourselves. 
" He who is of God heareth His words," both 
condemning us and giving us peace and hope 
in Christ. Have I this knowledge of myself, 
and peace in Him 7 S. John x. 4. 

II. Sap we not well that Thou art a Samaritan^ and 
hast a devil? lb. 48. 

Thus they reproached Him, but He an- 
swered not with reviling. He sought only the 
flory of God, and both in word and work 
onoured Him. Do I in any sense do so, and 
then bear, as He did, reproach and shame? 
2 Cor. xi. 20. 

III. Then took they up stones, j^c. lb. 59. 

So they hated and persecuted Him, worst of 
all under the pretence of zeal for God. He 
hid Himself, and departed. Do I fear the loss 
of His presence ? Let me avoid misinter- 
preting, reviling, and injuring others. 1 John 
lii. 14, 15, 18, &c. 

Sext. 

It hated Me before it hated you. S. John 
XV. 18. 
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after Trinity. Friday. 

THE MAN BLIND FROM HIS BTRTH HEALED. 

Read S. John ix. 1-12. 

I. Who did sin^ this man, or his parents ? lb. 2. 

It is a j^rievous error to think that the suf- 
ferings of others are the special penalties of 
their sins. Have I uncharitably thought so? 
All chastisements are for the glory of 6od^ and 
for our good. Heb. xii. 10. 

II. (7o, wash in the pool ofSUoam. lb. 7. 

First He anointed his eyes with clay. By 
such different means to what we expect does 
God work. Now He orders him to do a 
public act, and apparently a needless one. 
All is for my good which He appoints. Rom. 
viii. 28. 

III. / went and washed, and I received sight. lb. 
11. 

Here was the reward of a willing obedience. 
Here also was a grateful acknowledgment of 
Him who had restored the sight, the foun- 
tain of all good. Do I acknowledge Him and 
all His benefits ? Pa. xxxvi. 9. 

The blind receive tlieir sight. S. Matt. xi. 6, 
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Saturday. I9th Week after Trinity, 

H£ CONFESSES HIS CURE, AND IS CAST OUT OP 
THE SYNAGOGUE. 

Read S. John ix. 13-41. 

I. CHve God the praise ; we knew that this man is a 
sinner. lb. 24. 

Under the cloak of serving God, they would 
deny the Son of God, and have this poor man 
do the hke. But he, taught of God, fearlessly 
acknowledged Him again. Is such my course 
among ungodly men f Ps. cxix. 46. 

II. Dost thou teach usi And they cast him out 
lb. 34. 

Tes, he was wiser than his teachers. Ne- 
vertheless, they cast him out. We must be 
prepared for this, who desire to follow Christ. 
Am I content that it should so be with me ? 
1 Kings xix. 10. 

III. Lordy I believe ; and he worshipped Him. lb. 
88. 

They cast him out ; Christ received him. 
This was consolation enough. To whom else 
could he go ? To whom else can I go ? He 
is all ; Him only will I worship. S. John vL 
67,68. 

Ztxt. 

When my father and mymother forsake me, 
the Lord taketh me up. Pa. xxvii. 12. 
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Cbentfttli dunt^a^ after Crimt^. 



CHRIST THB WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE. 

Rettd S. John xiv. 1-12. 

I. 7%ia is the toay, walk ye in it. Is. xxx. 21. 

For there is no other way but by Him. By 
His merits alone comes salvation. In follow- 
ing His example is alone the path of holiness. 
Do I strive to walk in this path — believing, 
hoping, following? S, John z. 1. 

II. Love the truth and peace. Zech. viii. 19. 

It is from not really loving and desiring the 
trath that so many fall. Would I have peace ? 
Seek the truth. Love it, abide in it ; and it 
shall make me free — from myself, from Satan, 
—for God. S. John viii. 82, 86. 

III. The life was the light tfmen. S. John i. 4. 

It is not only the safe, the true, the peace- 
ful way, but the way of light. In Christ is 
no doubt, no darkness, no falling. All is light 
and life. No death. Is He my light, by which, 
in which I strive to walk 7 Col. iii. 8, 4. 

Sext. 

He that hcLth tlie Son hath Ufe, I John 
v. 12. 

For thonghts on the Gospel of the ilajt see p. 895. 
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Monday. Twentieth Week 

CHRIST TH£ DOOR. 

Read S. John x. 1-10. 

I. / am the door qfthe sheep. lb. 7. 

The door is neither wide nor high. They 
must stoop, and not be puffed up, who would 
go through the door of the " Lowly." Yet 
It is wide enough for all. Ps. cxxxi. 2. 

II. BpMCf if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 
lb. 9. 

He humbled Himself, and God exalted Him. 
If we follow Him, we shall be saved in Him. 
Going in and out, abiding in Him, yet work- 
ing with and for Him, He will feed us in holy 
heavenly pastures. Ezek, xxxiv. 11-16. 

III. / am come that they might have life. lb. 10. 

He died that we might live ; but not only 
so, but that we might have * more abundant' 
life, — that we might grow daily more and 
more. Do I make progress in the Christian 
life? Do I stand still? Do I go back? iThess. 
iv. 1. 

That believingf ye might have life through 
His name. S. John xx. 31. 
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after Trinity. Tuesday. 

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

Read S. John z. 11-18. 

I. / am the Oood Shepherd, lb. 1 1. 

His office it is to keep His sheep from the 
enemies. Threefold they are, — the world, the 
flesh, the devil. If I am overcome, it is not 
His doing, but my own. He will protect and 
defend me, if I seek Him. 1 Cor, x. 13. 

II. / know My sheep ; I lay down My life for the 
sheep* lb. 14, 15. 

What marks of a good shepherd ! What 
a solace for his flock ! He who knows all 
things, knows me. To Him I may resign 
myself. But do I love Him as He h%^ loved 
me ? Pa, czxxiz. 1 ; xxiii. 

III. My sheep hear My veicey I know them^ and 
iheyfoUow Me, lb. 27. 

And these are the marks of good sheep. 
Now do I bear them 7 Do I hearken to His 
voice contradicting my evil will 7 Do 1 fol- 
low Him thankfully unto sorrow and sadness 7 
Job xiii. 16 ; S, Matt, x. 16. 

ZtxX, 

He ehaUfeed Hie flock like a shepherd. 
He ehaU gather the lambs with His arm ; 
and carry them in His bosom ; and shall gently 
lead those that are with young. Is. xl. 1 1. 
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Wednesday. Twentieth Week 

CHRIST THE TRUE VINE. 

Re<id S. John xy. 1 -8. 

I. / am the true Vine. lb. 1. 

In Him we live, more, and have our being. 
He is our head, our root, oar stock, our life, 
our all. Lord, art Thou all this to me ? Make 
me to abide in Thee ; for without Thee I can 
do nothing ; with Thee, all things. CoL i. 17. 

II. Mjf Father U the Htubandman. lb. 

God the eternal, the all-seeing, the omni- 
scient ; who purges the fruitful, casts forth the 
barren. Do I so think of God 7 Do I re- 
member that His eye. His hand are upon me ? 
What ^ect does this work in me ? Ps. xciv. 
0, 10. 

III. / am the Vine, ffe are the branches, lb. 5. 

Are we indeed branches in Him ? Is He 
our support, our strength ? What, then, is 
our calling? That we bear much fruit. That 
we abide m Him. Do I thus gloriiy the Fa- 
ther? Do I thus live in Him? Am I thus 
fruitful ? S. Matt. xiii. 28. 

9rxt 
Thmt bearest not the root, but the root thee. 
If the root be holy, to are the branchee. Rom. 
zi. 18, 16. 

For other titles and figures of Christ, see pp. 405-4 IS. 
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after Trinity, Thuesdat. 

THB MISSION OF THE SEVENTY. 

Read S. Luke x. 1-16. 

I. The Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent 
them two by two before Hisfa^e. lb. 

Whither ? To the harvest of souls, where 
but few laboured. In this work none may be 
idle, nor walk otherwise than before Hia face, 
— as in His presence. Do I labour for Him 
in my sphere? Who cannot influence some 
one for good ? S. John ii. 6. 2 Kings v. 3. 

II. I send you forth as lambs amor^ wolves. lb. 8. 

Not to pleasant pastures, but to scenes of 
trial and probation. Difficulty of some kind 
is before us all. Am I ready and willing for 
it, — resting in the hope of future glory ? S. 
Matt, X. 16-22. 

III. He that heareth you, heareth Me ; and he thai 
despiseth you, despiseth Me, lb. 16. 

Those who are sent of God have His autho- 
rity. They are His ambassadors. We may 
not safely neglect them. Obedience would be 
a less trial to us if we saw in them, not man, 
but God in man, speaking. 8, John xx. 21. 

Ztxt 

Obey them that have the rule over you; . .for 
they waichfor your souls, Heb. xiii. 17. 
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Faidat. Twentieth Week 



THE BEVBNTY BETUBN FROM THEIR MISSION. 

Reads, Liikex. 17-24. 

I. Even the devila are aubjeoi unto us, through Thy 
name. lb. 

They confessed the name of the Lord, yet 
they mentioned "with joy" the subjection to 
themselves. Even in spiritual things there is 
danger in this. Self-complacency is a serious 
evil. Do I indulge it ? To God be all glory, 
when we overcome the evil one, in Him. Ps. 
czv. 1. 

II. / beheld Satan as Hghtning fall from heaven, 
lb. 18. 

Pride and vanity caused his fall. This was 
their warning, and is ours. No fall is more 
sudden than that which follows pride. Need 
I not beware ? Prov, xvi. 18. 

III. Rather rejoice, because your names are written 
in heaven. lb. 20. 

Many gifts are bestowed, even upon the 
reprobate, for the common good of all. These 
may, these will be lost in that great day. 
(Eph, iv. 7, &c.) The only source of true joy 
is the hope of an inheritance in heaven. Where 
is my treasure ? Where my hopes ? Where 
my joy ? 1 Peter i. 3-6. 

Let him that thmketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall. I Cor. x. 12. 
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after Triitkty, Saturday. 

THE LAWYEB*S QDE8TION, AND CHIIIBT*8 ANSWER. 

lUad S. Luke x. 25-28. 

I. Moiier, wJutt shall I do to inherii eternal life t 
lb. 25. 

A practical question, though asked of Christy 
tempting Him. Not in a bare profession, but 
in the doing of the will of God, is the way to 
life eternal. Do I ever ask such questions in 
real earnest ? S, John xiii. 17. 

II. What is written in the law 1 lb. 26. 

Here in the word of God is to be found the 
rule of a holy, heayenly life. Do I walk 
according to this 7 If not, how can I pre- 
tend reaSiy to desire that eternal life ? UdL 
vi. 16. 

III. Do thiSy and thou shall live. lb. 28. 

This, namely the love of God, in heart and 
90ul, the love of my neighbour as myself, is 
this my rule ? Have I no greater love of 
myself, of vanities^ of sin ? /«. i. 16, 17. 

Ztxt 

There is one God . . . and to love Him with 
aU the heart . . and to love his neighbour ojs 
IdmseJfy is more than all whole burnt offerings 
and scu^ifices, S. Mark xii. 33. 
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€bimtji0tixfit duntra^ after Cdnit^* 



THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

Read S. Luke x. 29-37. 

I. A certain man went down from Jerusalem h Je- 
richo, and fell among thieves. lb. 30. 

He left Jerusalem, the city of peace. No 
wonder that he fell into trouble; no wonder 
that I, when I leave God for the world, fall 
into the power of the evil one and my own 
evil passions. These rob me of present peace 
and future hopes. Phil. iii. 18, 19. 

II. When he [a certain Samaritani saw him, he had 
compassion on him. lb. 33. 

Others passed by ; Christ the merciful and 

food alone takes pity, binds up the contrite 
eart, gives the grace of His Holy Spirit, 
places us in His house — at his table; cares for 
OS. Do I really love Him for all this, and know 
my own misery and need 7 Is. Ixi. 1-3. 

III. Go, and do thou likewise. lb. 37. 

What love He has shewn to me I am bound 
to shew to others — to lead them to Him, to 
love them for His sake, to do them good. 
Lord, fill me with love like Thine. 1 S, John 
iv. 10, 11. 

Ztxt 

Heforgiveth all thy sin, and keakth all thine 
infirmities. Ps. ciii. 3. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, »ee p. S46. 
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Twenty-first Week after Trinity. Monday. 

CHRIST ENTEBTAINED BY MARTHA. 

Read S. Luke x. S8-42. 

I. A certain woman, named Martha^ received Him 
into her hotue. lb. 38. 

She feared Dot the Jews, who sought His 
death. But how often do I refuse Him ser- 
vice, seeking to please men rather than God ; 
fearing danger where no real danger is ! Pe, 
liii. 6 ; 8 Matt. x. 28. 

II. Mary , , , sat aiJeeus* feet and heard His word. 
lb. 39. 

She sat — ^in spiritual quiet and attention — at 
His feet ; in humility, hearing ; in readiness 
to obey. Have I these three marks of dis- 
cipleship in me? Pa. cxix. 103. 

III. Martha was cumbered abotit much sertfing. Ih. 
40. 

We often cumber ourselyes with doing more 
than we need, taking up the duties of others. 
In the Christian body all have their offices. 
Let each mind their own (1 Car. xii.). In 
overmuch business is much distraction, little 
reflection ; yet diligence is a duty in what be- 
longs to us. S. Matt. xiii. 22. 

Not slothfid in husinesSy fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lard. Rom. xii. 11. 
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TuBSDAT. Twenty-first Week 

MARTHA^S COMPLAINT OF MARY, AND REPROOF. 

Rectd again S. Luke z. 38-42. 

I. Lord^ dost Thou not care that my sister hath left 
me to serve alone ? lb. 40. 

Why complain of her Lord ? Why of her 
sister ? Bid not He tread the wine-press alone ? 
Was not she under His guidance ? Do I com- 
plain of others ? Complain of thyself. Leave 
them to Him. Is. Ixiii. 3 ; Rom. xiv. 4. 

II. Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things. lb. 41. 

She was, indeed, serving the Lord ; but a 
troubled mind has no place for reflection. We 
should think beforehand, see what is right, 
then act without disturbance. S. Luke zxiv. 
37, &c. 

III. But one thing is tiee^ful. lb. 42. 

A little will suffice — some have understood 
these words so ; very little for the body, re- 
flection for the mina. At least this latter is 
needful food for the soul. Which do I count 
most needful? For which do I strive? Is 
Christ my desire ? 8. Matt. vi. 26, 26. 

Be careful for nothing, .... and the peace 
of God which passeth aU understanding shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. Phil. iv. 6, 7. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

CHEIST REBUKES THE HTPOC&IST OF THE FHAEIBEE. 

Read S. Luke xi. 87-54. 

I. ffe marvelled that he had not first tceuhed. lb. 
38. 

The Lord of all was his guest. Surely it 
would be better to haye remained certain that 
He did only what was good. Would it not 
be well to interpret favourably all the acts of 
others ? Who has revealed to me what God 
Qnly knows — their hearts ? 1 Cor, xiii. 7. 

IL Te make clean the outside. lb. 39. 

In this is there no blame ; but their *' in- 
ward part was full of ravening and wicked- 
ness.'' It will not do to care for the outside, 
and neglect the inward part. For which do I 
care most ? P«. li. 6. 

III. Did not He that made that which is withmtl, 
make that which is within also ? lb. 40. 

He is not, then, content with outward forms, 
but esteems the inward the greater. Our best 
actions are evil unless they are from within. 
All should come of a pure heart, a good con- 
science, and faith unfeigned. 1 Tim. i. 6. 

Ztxt 
My son, give Me thy heart. Prov. xxiii. 26. 
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Thursday. Twenty-first Week 



CH&IST WOULD NOT DECIDE THE DISPUTE OF TWO 

BRETHREN. 

■ 

Read S. Luke zii. 13-15. 

I. Master, speak to my brother y that he divide the 

inheritance with me. lb. 13. 

Here is the proof of a worldly mind break- 
ing charity for the sake of earthly thin^. 
They who come to Jesus, must come with 
heavenly, not earthly desires. When I pray, 
what do I think of? What do I desire ? S. 
Matt, y'u 21, 83. 

II. Who made Me a jfidge or a divider 1 lb. 14. 

There is neither duty nor charity in med- 
dling with what is not in our vocation. Christ 
sets us the example. His object was to lead 
men to God, not to fix them here below. So 
may I prove myself. 2 Tim, ii. 4. 

J.IJ, Beware of covetottsness, lb. 15. 

Life consists not in the abundance of that 
we possess. Yet how dififerently men think 
who esteem it the happiest state! Why is it 
not ? Ask thyself, Does it lead me to or from 
God ? Which is the true freedom ? Ps, cxliv. 
16. 

Set your affection on things above, not on 
things of the earth. Col. ili. 2. 

860 



after Trinity. Friday. 

THB EICH MIBEB. 

Bead S. Luke xiL 16-21. 

I. The ground qfa certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully, lb. 16. 

He had no friend to advise with, no place 
to bestow his fruits ; full of anxiety and toil ; 
pulling down to build up ; forgetful of God, 
and thankless. See the snares of wealth ! Is 
this what I desire ? Prov. xxx. 8. 

II. Soui^ thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years ; take thine ease^ ^o, lb. 19. 

To him the source of ruin was a chief good. 
The uncertainty of life was forgotten. He 
expected ease and happiness, yet in all was 
deceived. Do I practically act as he did? 
1 Thn. vi. 10. 

III. Thoufool^ this night thy soul shall be required 
qfthee. lb. 20. 

Then all will be over — all gone ; nothing to 
so with me. Not earthly treasures ; they are 
for others — for whom I know not I Not hea- 
venly ; for I have sought none — found none 1 
Oh, that I may yet be rich with God 1 Rev, 
iii. 17. 

Blessed be ye poor ^ for yours is the kingdom 
of Qod, . S. Luke vi. 20. 
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Saturday. Twenty-first Week after Trin. 

WAITING FOft THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

Read S. Luke zii. 35-48. (Matt. zxIt. ; Mark xiii) 

I. Let your loins be girded about, lb. 

The denied of our appetites, which lead us 
to earth, and impede the soul ; a watchful 
spirit — expectation of the Lord's beinp^ at 
hand ; — these are most needful dispositions. 
Are mine such ? Phil. iy. 5. 

II. T?Mt when He cometh and knooketh^ they may 
open u9ito Him immediately. lb. 86. 

They who watch are not startled when the 
knock is heard. Their lamps are ready. They 
wait for and rejoice at His appearing. Rev, iii. 
3, 20 ; S. Matt, xxv, 4, 8. 

III. J[f (he) had knoum what hour the thief would 
come he would have watched, lb. 39. 

We must watch at all hours, for we are 
certain of none. He will come as by stealth 
(2 Pet, iii* 10). He, the Judge of all, stands 
oefore the door {S, Jcls. v. 9.). Am I pre- 
pared for him ? 

Srxt. 

Unto them that look for Him sJudl he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation, 
Heb. ix. 28. 
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Cloentpf'dtconti l^unlrap atitx Crinttp. 



PAAABLE OF THE BA&BEN FIG-TEEE. 

Read S. Luke xiii. 6-9. 

I. He eame and sought frvit thereonj and found 
none* lb. 

God expects trait of each of us, according 
to our several yocations. Not otherwise. 
Have I borne such fruit, or only a semblance 
of it? Have I indeed sent my Lord away 
empty ? Horn. xii. 6-8. 

II. Cut it down; why cumbereth it the around? 
lb. 7. 

This sentence was after three years only of 
unfruitfulness. Yet with me it has been too 
much the condition of a whole life. What 

gatience He has shewn ! What perverseness 
ave I ! Is, v. 4-7. 

III. Zet it alone this pear also, lb. 8. 

Such is the continual plea of our great In- 
tercessor, and, in His name, of His people who 
love one another. << Have patience, God ! 
vet a while : while a little more admonition, 
humiliation,'' &c. &c. Will I yield myself to 
tJiese? Ps. cvi. 23. 

Cext. 

Every branch in me that beareth not fnut 
He taketh away, S. John xv. 2. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the day, see pp. SS5-6. 
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Monday. Twenty-second Week 

THE WOMAN BOWED DOWN IS HEALED. 

Read S. Luke xiii. 10-17. 

I. A Ufoman which had a spirit cif infirmity eighteen 

years, lb. 11. 

A type of those who cleave to earthly things 
{Ps, cxix. 25); or worse, whose minds are 
bent on evil ways (Ps, xvii. 11.) From such 
a state deliver me, God 1 Prove me I 

II. Woman^ thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 
lb. 12. 

Before we ask, He knows our wants, and 
has compassion. Have I looked for His 
mercy? Has it not been vouchsafed even 
before I sought it ? (/». Ixv. 24.) One touch 
from Him is the cure of all. How often, alas, 
have I shrunk from it! 

III. The ruler of the synagogtte answered with inr 
dignation^ because that Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath day. lb. 14. 

Oh, the perverseness and hypocrisy of men ! 
Under cover of regard to the Sabbath, he hid 
his envy of the glory of Christ. Do I let my 
inward faults appear as outward virtues ? 1 
am, then, but as he. The Lord pardon and 
cleanse me. 1 Pet, ii. 16. 

He touc?ied me, and set me upright, Dan. 
vm. 18. 
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fifter Trinity, Tubsdat. 

THE BYPOCRITTCAL ADYICE OF THE PHARISEES. 

Bead S. Luke ziii. 31-35. 

I. Depart hence ; for Herod wUl kill thee. lb. 31. 

They really desired Him to be gone, whose 
glory and praise in the eyes of men wounded 
them. Sometimes it is needful even to leave 
a eood work when it stirs up the ill-will of 
omers 7 If such a trial were mine, should I 
submit ? S. John iy. 37) 38. 

II. Teli that/oar; Behold^ I east out devils, lb. 
32. 

For this, and for the healing of all sicknesses 
He came. And He persevered in well-doing. 
To follow our vocation in humility and con- 
stancy is a wise and safe path. Do I follow 
it without fear? Heb, xiii. 6. 

III. / must wcdk to-day and to-morrow^ and ihe 
day following, lb. 33. 

Whatever may happen, He must do His 
Father's will. What courage and constancy ! 
If difficulties beset me, what is my course ? 
Do I shrink, or do I persevere. Heb. xii. 4. 

He that shall endure to the end, the same 
shaU be saved. S. Matt. xxiv. 13. 
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Wednesday. Tioenty-second Week 

THE MAN WITH THE DROPSY HEALED. 

Read S. Luke ziv. 1-6. 

I. As he went into the house , .to eat bread . . they 
watched him, lb. 1. 

He went there, and became their guest, 
though He knew their spirit. He did so for 
their good ; always patient, forbearing, for 
the g(M)d of souls. Do I avoid labouring for 
the good of such? 1 Cor, xiii. 7. 

II. There wtu a certain man before him which Tuid 
the dropsy, lb. 2. 

Type of the spirit of concupiscence, which 
grows with indulgence, till it enslaves and de- 
stroys the man. Happy they who are not 
under its dominion. Am I, or do I restrain 
it? Ps, xix. 13. 

III. He took him and heated him, and let him go. 
lb. 4. 

He asked, " Is it lawful ?" and received no 
answer. He replies Himself by this act of 
mercy. He calls and makes poor sinners His 
own, and then heals them. Take me for Thine 
own, O Lord! 1 Cor, x. 31, 82 ; ib, iii. 21, 
23. 

Be ready always to give an answer to every 
man . . of the hope that is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 16. 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

AMBITION OF THE PHARISEES REPROVED. 

Read S. Luke xiy. 7-11. 

I. When thou art bidden of any . .m/ no/ daum in 
the highest room. lb. 8. 

For Christ sat in the lowest, and whoso 
places himself before the meanest of his bre- 
thren, places himself before Christ (P#. zxii. 6). 
And even for our own sake, before men, it is 
not well. Prov, xxv. 6, 7. 

II. But . . go and tit doum in the lowest room, lb. 
10. 

For there shall we be nearest to our Lord. 
Would I be* near Him, I must place myself 
below all, for there He placed Himself. S, 
John xiii. 14, 16. 

III. Whosoever ewalteth himself shall he abased^ 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
lb. U. 

In the kingdom of God it is far different 
from what we would have it. That which is 
first with us is last with Him. That which I 
too often despise is highly exalted of Him. 
Would I be exalted with Christ, I must now 
be abased with Him. S. John i. 15 ; Is, Ixvi. 2. 

QPext 

In Tumour preferring one another. Rom. 
xu. 10. 
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Friday. Twenty-second Week 

THE PARABLE OF THE LOffT SHEEP. 

Read S. Luke xy. 1-10. 

I. ThU Man receiveth Hnnen, lb. 2. 

Sucli was the complaint of the Pharisees. 
How opposed this spirit to the spirit of Christ! 
Which dwells in me ? Where should I be, if 
He did not receive sinners? 1 Cor. ix. 22. 

II. Wh(U man qfpou having an hundred aheepy if 
he lose one qfthemy doth not . . ffo after thtU ? ie. 
lb. 4. 

'' All we (yea I also) like sheep have gone 
astray.'' But He hath sought me, borne me, 
cherished me, received me again. Acknow- 
ledge, then, His mercy and love. Seek Him 
who hath sought thee. Ps, cxix. 176. 

III. Rejoice ufith Me ; for I have found My sheep, 
wJUch was lost, lb. 6. 

Surely I ought to call together all creation, 
to rejoice with me who have been found, and 
received a new life of Him. If God indeed 
rejoices, and the holy angels with Him, let me 
seek to increase that joy by true repentance, 
following Him. Ps, Ixvi. 16. 

J, even /, vnUhoth search my sheep and $eek 
them out. Ezek. xxxiv. 11. 
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after Trinity. Saturday. 

THE F&ODIGAL SON. 

Read S. Luke xv. 11-16. 

I. A certain man had two sons . . . and he divided 
unto them his living. lb. 11-12. 

To each God has given their talents of na- 
ture and of grace to spend in His service. 
What has He entrusted to me ? and for what 
purpose ? Eph. iv. 7. 

II. Not many daps t^fter, the younger son gathered 
all together, and took his journey. lb. 13. 

It is but for a short time that men refrain 
from sin ; far from their Father and their God, 
they live in sin and forgetfulness of Him. 
How has this been with me ? What has been 
my youth ? What my riper years ? Ps. xxv. 7. 

III. And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine t S[0. lb. 14. 

Famine and want there is, indeed, where 
God is not. Ever trying to satisfy, never 
satisfied with the pleasures of sin. {Prov. xxz. 
15.) Oh, the misery of a life without God in 
the world ! The misery of ever desiring, never 
filled 1 From what, oh, from what have I 
fallen ! Amos viii. 11. 

Srxt. 

Thy children have forsaken Me, and sworn 
by them that are no gods. Jer. v. 7. 
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Cbent^4i)trt( dunlKao after Crintt^* 

THE PRODIGAL REPENTING. 

Read S. Luke xv. 17-20. 

I. And when he came to himself, he said^ How 
many hired servants of my father^s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
lb. 17. 

The first step to penitence is a sense of misery 
and want. Even for those who are walking 
in the right way the first step to progress is 
a sense of deficiency. S. Matt, y. 6. 

II. / wUl arise and go to my father* lb. 18. 

Then came the thought of home, the re- 
membrance of a father's love, the resolution 
to arise and seek him once more. Have I had 
such thoughts ? Have I acted on them 7 
Mere wishes are mostly ineffectual. Is, Ixiv. 
6-8. 

III. I am no more worthy to he called thy son, lb. 1 9. 

Then came the consciousness of lost pri- 
vileges, the conviction and confession of sin, 
the defilement of his state. And he arose and 
came to his father. Oh, that now I came in 
such a spirit to my Father who is in heaven. 
Jer, iii. 22. 

Thou oj^t my Father, my God, Ps. Izxzix. 
26. 

For thoughts on tlie Gospel of the day, see p. 397. 

370 



Tioenty'third Week after Trinity, Monday. 

THE PRODIGAL RECEIVED BY HIB FATHER. 

Read S. Luke xv. 20-32. 

I. When he was yet a great way off his father saw 
him, and had compassion. lb. 20. 

He did not upbraid Lim with his faults, but 
freely received and loved him. What love 
ought we to feel to Him who so loveth us I 
How anxious to strive to sin no more ! Jer, 
xxxi. 34. (Compare EpJies. ii.) 

II. Bring forth the best robe . . . Bring hither the 
fatted calf lb. 22, 23. 

The robe of justification. The ring the seal 
of adoption. Shoes to strengthen his feet in 
the right way. The fatted calf, type of the 
Crucified, and of the spiritual food of the altar. 
What gifts ! what love I Zech, iii. 4, 6. 

III. Son, thou art ever with me, j'c. lb. 31. 

This is the portion of the just; yet so bound- 
less is the love of God to penitents, that it is 
even envied, if it can be, by His children. 
Blame not them, but seek to be filled with 
such love thyself, and give thanks for thy 
blessed portion, O my soul. Ps, xvi. 6-11. 

B^oice ivith me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost. S. Luke xv. 6. 
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TuBSDAY. Twenty^third Week 

THE UNJUST STEWAOD. 

Read S. Luke xvi. 1-12. 

I. Give an account of thy stewardship, lb. 2. 

To such an hour we must all come. All 
we have is of God. We hold all from Him, 
not for ourselves, but as stewards. What have 
I received ? How have I used it ? What will 
my account be ? 1 Ckron, zziz. 12 ; S. Matt, 
XXV. 19. 

II. What shall Idol lb. 8. 

Well were it if we asked this important 
question in time. Oh, that I might think seri- 
ously how have I dealt with my senses, my 
understanding, my affections, my passions I 
By and by it may be too late. Bev, vi. 16, 17. 

III. The children of this world are in their gene- 
ration wiser than the children of light, lb. 8. 

The Lord commended not his acts, but his 
prudent forethought. — And all this contriv- 
ance for earthly gain ! Why are not my fore- 
thought, labours, watchings, care, as great for 
heavenly gain ? Are they so or no ? 1 Car, 
iz. 26. 

0rxt. 

We must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christy that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, 2 Cor. v. 10. 
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after Trinity, Wednesday. 

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

Jiead S. Luke xvi. 19-31. 

I. There was a certain rich man^ S(;c, . . and a 
certain beggar named Lazarus. lb. 19, 20. 

The one fared sumptuously, the other lived 
in misery and want. Which state do men 
mostly prefer? Which do I? Which does 
sense desire? Is it right? Which leads to- 
wards heaven? Ps, xlix. 16-19. 

II. The beggar died^ and was carried by the angels 
into Abraharn*s bosom. lb. 22. 

Think of the end of this humble, despised, 
and suffering man. How light his trials in 
comparison of his joys I Have I trial and sor- 
row ? Weigh them in this balance, they will 
be light. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

III. J7te rich man also died, and was buried ; and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes. lb. 22, 23. 

Here is the end of a sensual life. A short- 
lived happiness, if even that. What a state 
that followed ! If such an end follows self- 
indulgence, how can I, how do I, endeavour to 
mortify and restrain all needless desires. Job 
zxi. 13. 

^rxt. 

Blessed he ye poor ^ for yours is the kingdom 
of Ood. S. Luke vi. 20. 
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Thursday. Twenty-third Week 

THE TORMENTS OF THE RICH MAN. 

Read S. Luke xvi. 23-31. 

I. He seeth Abraham afar off^ and Lazarus in his 
bosom. lb. 23. 

Lazarus, whom he had despised and ne« 
gleeted. So changed is the order of things. 
Now he prays for mercy and relief, but it is 
too late. What I would reap in eternity I 
must sow here. Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

II. Thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 
lb. 25. 

These so-called good things were only the 
desire of the eye and the flesh. With these 
he had filled himself. Lazarus had been des- 
titute of all, — a beggar, despised, full of sores. 
Oh, learn hence what to indulge, what to deny. 
2 These, i. 6, 7 ; Prov. xiii. 7. 

III. They have Moses and the prophets. lb. 29. 

Expect no miraculous instruction. Use the 
instructions thou hast. They are sufficient ; 
hear them ; use them. Have I done so 7 JRom. 
i. 19-21. Yet I have more than they, One 
from the dead — Jesus. 

€txt, 

A rich man shall hardly enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven! S. Matt. xix. 23. 
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after Trinity, Fjriday. 

THE UNJUST JUDGE AND THE WIDOW. 

Read S. Luke xviii. 1-8. 

I. Men ought always to pray^ and not to faint, lb* 

For all times and places are open to tempter 
tion. Against this, prayer is the only remedy. 
Are the world, the flesh, and the devil really 
around and near me? Do I take this shield 
against them ? It is my only safety. Eph, 
VI. 11, 12, and 18. 

II. Averse me qfmine advertary. And he would 
not for a while, lb. 3, 4. 

Yet she continued to approach and suppli- 
cate him who, though evil, was her appomted 
judge. Even our heavenly Father answers not 
for a while, that we also may continue to en- 
treat Him. Do I act on this in temptation? 
Ps, xxviii. 1, 2, and 7. 

III. / wUl avenge hety lest by her oontintud coming 
she weary me, lb. 5. 

And God in mercy says, ** Shall not God 
avenge His own elect, who cry day and night 
to Him V* If I reap not this, it is a proof 
that I have not prayed to Him fervently or 
perseveringly. Perhaps I secretly desire to 
cherish my foel S, James iv. 2, 3. 

In due season we shall reap if we faint not, 
Oal. vi. 0. 
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Satubdat. Twenty-third Week after Trin, 

THE PHAaiSEE AND PUBLICAN. 

Read S. Luke xviii. 9-14. 

I. The Pharisee stood and prayed, lb. 1 1. 

An unhumbled posture of body and of 
epirit,— self-satisfiea (S. Luke xvii. 10), and 
merefore condemning others, and that un- 
iostly, — a sure consequence. Do I condemn 
his conduct? Am I free from his spirit? 

II. The Pttblican standing afar off* lb. 13. 

He stood also ; yet here were contrition, hu- 
mility, reverence, self-condemnation, trust in 
the mercy of God. Such are conditions of 
acceptable prayer. Is my heart in such a 
condition ? Then surely snail I be heard and 
pardoned. S, Matt. viii. 8. 

III. This man went down to his house justified, 
rather than the other, lb. 14. 

Such is the sentence of God. More pleas^ 
in^ to God is humility with penitence than 
pride with morality. So hateful to Him is 
pride in a creature. Abase thyself, my soul : 
confess thy sins ; cry for mercy. So shall I 
be at peace with myself and with God. Daru 
ix. 20. 

ZtxX, 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart, Ps. zxxiv. 18. 
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ClDents4ottrt][) duntla^ after Crinit^. 

THE SPIRIT OF LITTLE CHILDBEN THE SPmiT OF 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

Read S. Luke xyiii. 15-17. (S. Matt xviil.; S. 

Mark x.) 

I. They brought unto Him aha infants, lb. 15. 
Early knowledge of Ctirist is the greatest 

blessing. Was I early brought to Him ? Did 
I receive Thy instructions gladly, and use them 
aright? How much depends on childhood, 
who can say 7 2 Thn. i. 6 ; Prov. zxii. 6. 

II. When His disciples saw •/, they rebuked them. 
But Jesus called them, lb. 15, 16. 

For He loves the innocence of little ones. 
Then strive to lead them to Him, Have I 
children, or any little ones who love me, 
whom I may lead ? Do I lead them to Him ? 
Deut, vi. 7 ; Ps, xxxiv. II. 

III. Of such is the kingdom qfOod, lb. 16. 

Not only of these, who by their infancy can- 
not sin, but of " such" who by grace do not. 
The humble, the meek, the genue, the teach- 
able, the obedient. Am I such ? 1 Cor, xiv. 
30(1 JoAn iii. 0). 

As new-born babes, desire the sincere mUk of 
the word, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 258. 
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Monday. , Twenty -fourth Week 

THE RICH YOUNG MAN INQUIRING. 

Read S. Matt. xix. 16-19. (lb. ib.) 

I. What good thing shall I do, that I may have 
eternal life 1 lb. 16. 

How earnest an inquiry ! Compare with 
it thy own desires for eternal life, which is 
not to be gained by profession, but by trial, 
heartily serving God. S. Matt. vii. 21. 

II. Keep the commandments. Ib. 17. 

Though Christ has purchased by His merits 
eternal fife, it is to be found only in the way 
He has taught — in the belief, and love, and 
following of Him — in the keeping of His 
Father's law. 1 John ii. 4. 

III. All these things have I kept from my youth up, 
Ib. 20. 

Happy any who can with truth say so. If 
others haply can do so, how can I ? If only it 
were true from our first reception of Christ 
that we had been faithful to our profession, it 
would be well. But how far am I from such 
a state ? P*. xxv. 7. 

This 18 love, that we walk after His com" 
mandmenfs. 2 John 6. 
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after Trinity. Tubsday. 

HE IS TOLD HOW TO BE PERFECT. 

Read S. Matt. xix. 20-26. (lb. ib.) 

I. If thou wilt be perfect^ go and sell that thou hasi^ 

and give to the poor. Ib. 21. 

It. is said (S. Mark) tbat Jesus " loved" 
him ; and thus He shewed His love, teaching' 
him a more perfect way and a higher reward. 
Is this what I desire? Is it what I really 
follow ? I Cor. xii. 31, and xiii. 13. 

II. He went away sorrowful. Ib. 22. 

^* When he beard that," " for he had great 
possessions." So the love of this world tore 
nim away from Christ. Poverty, when we 
are called thereto, is a blessing ; and then will- 
ingly to resign riches is a positive duty. S. 
James ii. 5. 

III. ^ rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 
<f heaven. Ib. 23. 

If so, a poorer lot must be among the helps 
on the way thither. Have I much? Am I 
aware of my dangers? Have I little? Am 
I tbankful for my lot, and give up myself also 
to God? 1 Tim. vi. 17 ; ib. 6-8. 

S^ext, 

There is a sore evil which I have seen under 
the sun, namely, riches kept for the oumers 
thereof to their hurt. Eccles. v. 13. 
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Wednesday. Twenty-fourth Week 

LEAVINa ALL TO FOLLOW CHRIST. 

Read S. Matt. xix. 27-30. (S. Mark x.) 

I. We have forsaken all and followed Thee, lb, 27. 
" What shall we have?" Peter's desire 
was to the reward which Christ promised His 
faithftil ones. Do I desire to share it with 
him f Have I renounced the world, the flesh, 
the devil, self? Have I followed Christ? 1 
Thess. i. 6. 

IL Ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, lb. 28. 

Ye " who have followed Me." So the 
choice is before us : contempt of the world, 
with Christ ; or glory, honour, pleasure, and 
the loss of Him. Which do I choose ? Cant, 
1.4. 

III. Every one that hath forsaken houses, ^e. 
shaM receive^ an hundredfold. lb. 29. 

Even here, the contented enjoyment of all 
God's ffifts, and the certainty of eternal joy . 
Why, then, be doubtful ? why sad ? why cast 
down in trouble ? (PAiZ iiu 8, 9.) Is it not 
that we have not emptied ourselves ? 

Whosoever he he that forsaketh not all thai 
he hathf cannot be My aisciple, S. Luke xiv. 
83. 
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after Trinity, Thursday. 

THE LABOUBERS IN THE YINEYAED. 

Read S. Matt. xx. 1-16. 

I. The kingdom of fieaven is like unto a man that 
is an householder, lb. 1. 

Into his yineyard^ at various hours, he 
hired labourers. I am one of such. At what- 
ever time I was called^ the time that remains 
is mine to use or to abuse ; yet it is His. 
Have I thought of this as I ought? Rom, 
xiv. 8 ; 1 Pet, iv. 3. 

II. When even was come^ jfc. {he saith :) lb. 8. 

Call " the labourers/' not the idle, and 
give them their hire. Think often of that 
solemn evening hour. It must come. All 
were paid alike ; God regards more the fer- 
vour than the length of our service. What 
have my years been ? Heb, ix. 27. 

III. And when they had received it, they mur- 
mured, lb. 11. 

This is too often the spirit of those who 
have long professed a religious life. To think 
much of themselves, little of others who have 
not. Yet these may be more earnest than 
they. {S, Matt, vi. 7.) Do I compare myself 
so with others ? Phil, ii. 3. 

He hath mercy on whom He will have mercy, 
Rom. ix. 18. 
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Fbiday. Tioenty-fourth Week 

LAZARUS SICK. 

Read S. John xi. 1-16. 

I. His sisters sent unto [Jesus'\^ saying ^ Lord, be- 
hold, he whom Thou lovest is sick, lb. 3. 

They go at once to the true Physician^ 
pleading neither their own nor their brother's 
merits or affection^ but only Jesus's love. He 
reminds them that this, as every trial, is for 
the glory of God. So may I seek Him ; so 
receive His will. S, John ix. 3 ; xxi. 19. 

II. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Ltuiartu. lb. 6. 

And how did He shew His love ? Not by 
hasting to their request^ but working His 
purpose in and by them. Such ought to be 
my desire. Is it so ? If it is, it is the secret 
of patience and resignation. Heb, xii. 6. 

III. Lazarus is dead; and I am glad for pour 
sokes that I was not there, lb. 14, 15. 

So He taught them that their seeming trial 
was for their own real good^ to strengthen 
faith and increase obedience. And then He 
adds, " Let us go to him.'' Here is the true 
consolation, " I will be with him in trouble.'' 
Pa, xci. 15. 

No chastening for the present seemeth to he 
joyoiLSy but grievous; nevertheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceahle fruit of righteousness, 
Heb. xii. II. 
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after Trinity. Saturday. 

JESUS AT BETHANY. 

Read S. John xi. 16-32. 

I. When JesiM came he found that he ?had lain in 
the grave four daps. lb. 17. 

Oftentimes God allows our case to be a 
very desperate one, both to stir up our in- 
dustry and to promote His glory. Work, 
then, as if thou hadst no help. Trust in Him 
as if thou hadst no strength. Phil, ii. 12, 13. 

II. Lord, \f Thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died, lb. 21. 

Ah I But they knew not this. All was 
according to His will and for His glory. 
We ou^ht in every thing to submit to the Di- 
vine will. Then can no harm happen to us. 
1 Pet. iv. 1&. 

III. The Master is ecme, and eallethfor thee. lb. 
28. 

How faithful in Martha to seek to lead her 
sister to act upon their Master's call ! What 
readiness in Mary to obey 1 Weigh these two 
things^ and see am I such? 1 Sam, iii. 10. 

A very present kelp in trouble : therefore rvUl 
not we fear, Ps. xlvi. 1, 2. 
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Clomt^«:G[ft|) duntla^ after CrinU^. 



LAZA&UB RAISED 7BOM THE DEAIl. 

Read S. John xi. 33-46. 

I. Behold how He loved him I lb. 36. 

Well might they say so, when '* Jesus 
wbpt" with sympathy for the mourners ; 
yet how much greater love has He shewed 
to me! His li&, His blood, Himself, — all 
given for me! Do I comprehend, do I re- 
turn His love ? S, John xv. ; xiv. 15. 

II. Take ye away the stone, lb. 39. 

All this was a type of our spiritual rising 
from sin. He could with a miracle remove 
all obstacles ; but He bids me make the effort. 
It may be that the soul is very foul, still it 
must be laid bare. Lord, help me in Thy 
love. 2 Tim. ii. 21. 

III. Lazarus, come forth. lb. 43. 

They obeyed. Then He helped them more. 
And for my spiritual rising there must be the 
lifting up of the heart, the earnest cries of 
prayer ; and though I be tied and bound 
with the chains of my sins, God will help 
me and loose me. Rom. vii. 18-25 ; viii. 26. 

ZtxU 

Atvake thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shaU give thee light* Eph. 
V. 14. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 813; or In 
some years the Gospel is one of those after Epiphany. 
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Twenty-fifth Week after Trinity. Monday. 

THE MOTHER OF ZEBEDEE'S CHILDREN. 

Read S. Matt. xx. 20-23 (S. Mark x.). 

I. Grant that these my two sons may «t7, the (me on 

thy right hand, the other, ^o. lb. 21. > 

" Ye know not what ye ask/' They were 
striving for a kingdom when Christ was pre- 
paring for a cross. In the school of humility 
they were learning ambition. The kingdom 
of God is not to oe found thus. How do I 
seek it ? Rom, xiv. 17. 

II. Are ye able to drink qf the cup, ^o, lb. 22. 

This is the way and the only way — the fol- 
lowing of Jesus. Is it a hard saying ? Christ 
has trod it before me. If I can labour for 
earthly things, surely in His strength I may 
gird myself up to follow Him in heavenly 
uiings. Ps. ex. 7. 

III. To sit on My right hand and on My ^ft, is not 
Mine to give. lb. 23. 

Even Christ would not dispose, of His own 
pleasure, of the kingdom which was prepared 
of God for those that love Him. He was then 
living, afterwards dying, to purchase it. Now 
He prepares it for us. Am I seeking it in 
earnest? S. John xiv. 1-21. 

Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek 
them not, Jer. xiv. 5. 
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TuBSDAT. Twenty-fifth Week 

BUND BABTIM^US. 

Read S. Mark x. 46-52 (S. Matt, xz., S. Luke xviii.). 

I. Sat by the highway tide begging. lb. 46. 

A type of men blind to divine truth, sitting 
still in uselessness, in the highway of tbe worlc!, 
not in tbe narrow way, seeking a miserable 
enjoyment from every passing event, and not 
in God. Am I such? Rev. lii. 17. 

II. When he heard that it toat Jesus . , • he began 
to cry out, lb. 47* 

This is what I must do : take the first op- 
portunity, lest I have no other. Persevere, 
notwithstanding the opinions of men, in the 
warfare within. Cast off all evil habits^ and 
cast thyself on Jesus. Gen. xxxii. 26. 

III. Jesus answered. . • . Wh€it wilt thou thai I 
should do unto thee i lb. 51. 

Oh, the goodness of God, who desires to sup- 

e^ our need! Would that I might answer 
im with St. Paul, "Lord, what wouldst 
Thou have me to do V At least teach me to 
know Thy will. Ps. cxliii. 8. 

Look, ye hUndy that ye may see. Is. xlii. 
18. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

ZACCHAC8 DE81ILE8 TO SEE CHRIST. 

Read S. Luke xix. 1-4. 

I. ffe sought to see Jesus who He was. lb. 2. 

A rich man moved of the Spirit of God to 
seek heavenly things. He not only desired, 
but sought. Have I a sufficiency of earthly 
possessions? Still let me above all seek Him. 
S. Matt. xix. 26. 

II. He could not for the press, because he was Kitte 
qf stature, lb. 3. 

Here are two impediments to the know- 
ledge of Christ. The crowd of evil in the 
world and passions within : and 2, our own 
weakness and incapacity to overcome them. 
To see this clearly is my first step. S. Matt, 
xvii. 20, 21, 

III. And he ran b^ore, and climbed up into a sycor 
more-tree. lb. 4. 

Here are the ways of gaining that know- 
ledge and activity, engaging the mind be- 
forehand with good thoughts, being there 
where Christ is likely to be, rising above the 
world, and striving heavenward. Am I in 
these ways ? P«. &xxv. 18. 

Thyfouie, Lardy tviU I seek. Ps. xxvii. 8. 
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Thuhsday. Twenty-fifth Week 

ZACCH^US ENTERTATN8 CHRIST. 

Read ib. 4-10. 

I. T(hday I mtut abide at thy home, Ib. 5. 

Our Lord chose that dwelling where was 
a heart full of desire and affection towards 
Him. Would I secure Him I must long for 
Him. Our knowledge and actions must be 
imperfect; but our desires may go forth to 
Him. Eev. iii. 20. 

II. T?ie hd{f of my goods I give to the poor. Ib. 8. 

Not boasting, we may believe, but to prove 
the love he had to Him who loveth mercy 
and justice, whose the poor and oppressed 
are. Have I such fruits of love 7 8, Luke 
XX iv. 29. 

III. This day is salvation come to this house, Ib. 9. 

Where ruin and loss is, it is our own doing. 
(Hosea xiii. 9.) Where salvation is, it is the 
free gift of God. First, we must go forth 
from ourselves; then, seek Him; and He, 
bringing salvation, will come to us. Give it 
me, O Lord ! 

®ext. 

J^a man love Me, he will keep My words ^ 
and My Fat/ier will love him, and We wiU 
come unto him, and make Our ahode with Ttbn. 
S. John xiv. 523. 
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after Trinity. Friday. 

PABASLE OF THE GBAIN OF WHEAT. 

Read S. John xii. 23-26. 

I. If it die, it bringeth forth much fruit, lb. 24. 

Christ is that grain of wheat. He died for 
us, and shall see the trayail of His soul and 
the fruit of it. But we are such grains also 
in His Church ; and we must crucify our- 
selves and die to Him. Is, xlviii. 10. 

II. He that hveth his life shall lose it, and he that 
hateth his life in this world {Ih, 26). 

" He shall keep it unto life eternal." Here 
are two hroad ways — love and hatred of self 
and of the flesh. The choice is plain. Which 
have I chosen ? Which do I prefer ? Which 
will I follow ? Deut. xxx. 16. 

III. Jfany man serve Me, let him follow Me, lb. 
26. 

And once more the hlessed promise is, 
^* Where I am, there shall My servant be." 
But we must follow Him, or we cannot at- 
tain this reward. Self-denial, earnestness, 
a willing service. Is this my condition ? Ratfu 
ii. 6-10. 

Ood hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son, 1 S. John v. 11. 
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Satubdat. Twenty-fifth Week after Trim. 

CHRIST TO BE EXALTED ON THE CROSS. 

Read S. John xii. 27-43. 

I. Iy%flbe lifted up from the earthy will draw off 

men unto Me, lb. 32. 

His exaltation and glory were connected 
with His cross and shame. If we seek it 
through the praise of men, and boast of self, 
we are enemies of Christy and must miss His 
reward. Let me beware. Gal. vi. 14. 

II. Who is this Son of man ? lb. 34. 

The multitude could not understand such 
doctrines, and they acknowledged Him not. 
I do so in words ; but how are my actions ? 
Well might my Lord complain and warn me. 
8. John 1. 26. 

III. Though He had done so many miracles before 
them^ pet they believed not on Him, lb. 37. 

When the heart is hard, nothing convinces. 
When the head is convinced, still the life 
often shews that the affections are not with 
Grod. Even where they are, fear and shame 
keep us too often from open confession. How 
does this apply to me ? S. John v. 44. 

To them that perish foolishness, but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God. 1 Cor. 
i. 18. 
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KACH WILL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO RIB LIGHT. 

Head S. John zii. 44-50. 

I. / am eome a light into the world, lb. 46. 

Where all sat in the darkness of ignorance, 
of evil, of death. They that follow Christ 
alone see the true light. We too often prefer 
and choose darkness. Do I really desire and 
seek after spiritual light? S. John iii. 10; 
viii. 12. 

II. He that rejecteth Me, and reeeiveth not My 
wordsy hath one thatjudgeth him, lb. 48. 

For that word will jud^e him in the last 
day. The written word ; the preached word ; 
the word of providence ; the word of con- 
science ; the word of inspiration. Do I at- 
tend to these ? These will be my judges* 
Rev, zx. 12. 

III. / have not spoken of Myself, lb. 49. 

Oh, that I could say so — that what God had 
commanded me, that I had spoken, that I had 
done. No impulse — no passion — no selfish- 
ness. Who can say this for himself? At least 
not I, O Lord. S. Matt, x, 19, 20. 

AU things that are reproved are made mani-' 
"feet by the light, Eph. v. 18. 

The Gospel for this Sunday is either that for one of those 
after Epiphany, or that for the twenty-fifth after Trinity. 
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Monday. Twenty-Btxih Week 

or THE BABRBN FIG-TBEE. 

Read S. Matt. xxi. 17-22 (S. Mark xi.). 

I. He found nothing thereon but leaves only. lb. 19. 

The Lord was hungered. He sought food 
on His own tree, and what did He find ? An 
empty show. Such, alas, too often is my case. 
How often does He come to me and find me 
such, or worse ? Is, v. 1-4. 

II. He said unto tV, Let no fruit grow on thee hence- 
forward for ever, lb. 

Yet {S. Mark xi.) the time of figs was not 
come. If, then, He could not abide fruitless- 
ness before the season, how much less will He 
bear it in me, who have wasted occasion after 
occasion, and misspent His gifts ! Jer. xlviii. 
10. 

III. And presently the fig-tree withered away, lb. 

For He withdrew His blessing. Where His 
Spirit is not, how can there be life ? He will 
not continue grace to those who use it not; 
and they who neglect what they have now, 
may not find it again when they would. Lord, 
spcire and help me. 8, Luke viii. 18. 

If it hear fruity well; and if not, then after 
that thou sTiaU cut it dovm, S. Luke xiii. 9. 
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after Trinity, Tuesday. 

THE VINEYABD LET OUT TO HU8BANBMEN. 

Read S. Matt. xxi. 33-36 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. A certain householder planted a vineyard. lb. 33. 

Which He did not giye, but let out to hus- 
bandmen, fenced around by His laws ; having 
the winepress of His sacraments ; the guar- 
dianship of His angels. This is my soul, and 
He looks for fruit from it. Dent, x, 12, 13. 

II. He sent hit eervante to the htubandmenj ^o, 
lb. 34. 

So He has to me — His word, His sacra- 
ments. His ministers, His inspirations. He 
calls for the fruits due to Him. Where are 
they? Have I, like them, abused His messen- 

fers, neglected His grace, refused to render 
lim His due? Eph. iv. 11, 12. 

III. Again he sent other servants, lb. 36. 

Yes, twice and thrice; and though their 
fellows were beaten and killed, they went forth 
at His bidding. A pattern of obedience to 
me. Do I ffo forth, come what may, to do 
His holy will ? Oal, i. 16, 16. 

0ext. 

They have made my pleasant portion a deso- 
late wudemess, Jer. xii. 10. 
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Wednesdat. Twenty-Sixth Week 

THE ONLY SON SLAIN BY THE HUSBANDMEN. 

Read ib. 37-46 (ib.). 

I. Last of all he sent unto them his son, Ib. 87. 

This He hoped would secure reverence. In 
us warmth of affection ; a spirit of self-denial ; 
deep humility. But has it produced this in 
me? Do I esteem His mercv? Ps. cvi. 45i- 
46. 

II. This is the heir, come, let us kill him. Ib, 38. 

How shocking! Yet when I wilfully sin, 
I am as they. Not, indeed, one who first cru- 
cified Him, but one who casts Him forth from 
the soul, His vineyard in me. Deliver me, 
O Lord, from this. Heh, vi. 6. 

III. What will he do unto those husbandmen ? Ib. 40. 

What else could it be but well-deserved 
ruin and destruction? Yet He has spared me, 
and placed me there, where I may learn His 
will, and, denying my own, may perform His. 
Is, V. 6, 6 ; 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh. 
Heb. xii. 25. 
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after Trinity, Thursday. 

THB MARRIAGE OF THE KINO^B BON. 

Read S. Matt. xxii. 1-10. 

I. He sent forth his servants to call them that were 

bidden . . and they would not come. lb. S. 

The union of the divine and human natures 
was in Christ. To the feast of this His Gospel 
we are bidden. In numberless ways are we 
called ; but in how many ways we shew ne- 
glect of His invitation ! Is. Iv. 1. 

II. He sent forth his armies and destroyed those mur- 
derers, lb. 7. 

They begun by neglect, then made light 
of His messengers, then ill-treated, then slew 
them. So they went from worse to worse; 
and then came vengeance, for God will not 
be despised. Heb. z. 29. 

III. Oo ye ther^ore into the highways^ and as many 
as ye shall Jind^ bid. lb. 9. 

Prom the highways were gathered in many, 
both bad and ^ood. Nominally they came in 
at the sound of the Gospel. Did they really? 
and do I? This gathering may be the last 
Deut, xxxii. 39. 

SText 

Blessed are they which are called to the mar- 
riagC'SUpper of the Lamb. Rev. zix. 9. 
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Fkiday. Twenty-sixth Week 

THE GUEST WITHOUT A WEDDING- GABMENT. 

Read ih, 11-14. 

I. He saw there a man which had not on a wed- 

ding-garment. lb. 11. 

The life of faith, and acts conformable to 
it: these were wanting. There was an ap- 
pearance of religion, but no reality. He was 
among the guests, but not of them. Am I any 
better? 1 Bet. iii. 3, 4. Have I that charity 
without which I am nothing ? 1 Cor, xiii. 

II. Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, 
lb. 13. 

God cannot abide a hypocritical profession ; 
and we cannot be hid from Him. He sees, 
and sees through all. Do I conceal the real 
truth from men ? I ccmnot from God. 1 Cor^ 
iv, 5. 

III. Many are called, but few are chosen. lb. 14. 

Such a truth ought to fill me with godly 
fear. The call is of God's free grace. But 
being called, it is my part to live according 
to liifl good will. 2 Pet, i. 10, 11. 

Put on t1i£ new man, widch after God is 
created in righteousness and tine holiness. 
Eph. iv. 24. 
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after Trinity^ Satubday. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO OBSAB. 

Read S. Matt. xxii. 15-22 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. Thou regardest not the person of men. lb. 16. 

What jjreater praise could they have given 
Him t jSimself the Truth, teaching the way 
of truth, not carine for man. Is such my 
character ? Is such my conduct ? Acts iv. 
19. ' 

II. It it lawful to give tribute unto Casar^ or not$ 
lb. 17. 

A hypocritical question, and yet an im- 
portant one. Whose image was on that money? 
To whom, then, did it belong? In whose 
image was I made? Whose, then, am I? 
1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 

III. Render therefore unto Casar the things which 
are Ctssar^s ; and unto God the thirds thai are 
God's. lb. 21. 

Bender, then, to all their due. To man 
for God's sake. To God for His own. Are 
my body, soul, senses, talents, His? Am I 
His by creation, redemption, preservation, 
vocation? Render, then, thyselt unto Him. 
Horn. vi. 13. 

Render to aU their dues, Honour all. Zove 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Sec. Rom. xiii. 7 ; 
1 Pet. ii. 
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THE GREAT COMMANDMENT. 

Read S. Matt, xxil 34-40 (S. Mark xii., S. Luke z.). 

I. Thou Bhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
hearty and with all thy soul. lb. 37. 

This is the first and greatest commandment. 
The firsty for every thing must begin vfith it ; 
the greatest, for all must end there. Have 
I never acted otherwise ? never preferred any- 
thing to God ? Yet His love to us is beyond 
all. Rom. viii. 35, 39. 

II. Thou shall love thy neighbour as thyself, l^h. 39. 

This is only second to the first and greatest. 
The rule is very simple ; all love themselves 
and desire their own good. Do not I ? Then 
such should be my affection, my desire for 
my neighbour. And who is my neighbour ? 
Gal. vi. 10. 

III. On these two commandments hang all tf^e law 
and the prophets. lb. 40. 

Here, then, is a motive and encouragement 
to fallen man. How can he fulfil the law 7 
By love ! Would I fulfil it, let me bend all 
my thoughts and words and actions thither 
towards vie exercise of love. Rom. xiii. 8. 

Now abidetk faith, hope, cluzrity, these 
three; but the greatest of these is charity. 
1 Cor. xiii. 13. 

The Gospel for this Sunday is that for the twenty-fifth 
Sunday after Trinity. 
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Twenty-seventh Week after Trin. Monday. 

THE PHA&IBEE8 REPBOVEO. 

Bead S. Matt, xxiii. 1-39 (S. Mark xii., S. Luke zz.). 

I. Whatsoever they bid you observe^ that observe 
and do* lb. 3. 

For they sit in Moses' seat. It is not the 
man, but the office and the aathorit3^ We 
do right to obey those set over us, though 
evil men. We must not imitate them, least 
of all where they say and do not. S, Matt. 
"vii. 21. 

II. Their works they do for to be seen qfmen, lb. 5. 

The servant of God must try to please Him, 
not his fellow-creatures. If he will do other- 
wise, he will have his reward ; both cannot be 
truly served. Gal, i. 10. 

III. Te are like unto whited sepulchres, lb. 27. 

One sin always follows another. Here is 
hypocrisy; and there is no greater folly. I 
cannot deceive God. By Him I must be 
judged. Heb, iv. 12. 

2Pext 

Verily I say unto you, They have their re- 
ward. S. Matt. vi. 5. 
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TuBSDAT. Twenty- seventh Week 



THE DESOLATION FOBETOLD. 

Read S. Matt. zziv. 1-28 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. When ye shall see the abomination of desolation^ 
. . . stand in the holy place. lb. 15. 

I am that temple of God, and must see the 
hour of d esolation — the enemy— death. • Now 
one of Israel by vocation, I need flee to the 
rock, which is Christ. •Am I risen in Him ? 
let me not go down to earthly things. •Am 
I planted in His vineyard? I must no longer 
care for the garment of the old conversation. 
(•Jb. 16, 17, 18.) John ix. 4. 

II. Woe unto them that are with child . . . m those 
days. lb. 19. 

Woe to those who have conceived good 
desires, but brought nothing forth ; on whom 
death shall come, chilled and cold in the ser- 
vice of God, or in holiday-making and idle- 
ness. 5. Luke zxi. 34. 

III. Then shall he great tribulation, lb. 21. 

At that awful hour all will be seen in a dif- 
ferent light. Burdens now shaken off from 
the conscience will have double weight. Take 
heed, then, now, while there is time. Rev. vi. 
ia-17. 

ZtxX. 

The Lord grant unto [us] that xoe may find 
mercy of the Lord in that day. 2 Tim. i. 18. 
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after Trinity. Wbdnebdat. 

WE MUST WATCH FOR THE LORD'S COMING. 

Read S. Matt. zxiv. 29-51 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. Ye know noi what hour ycur Lord doth oome» 
lb. 42. 

Common prudence should teach us to be 
prepared for what must come, we know not 
when. If He were now at hand^ how should 
I be found ? S. Luke zviii. 8. 

II. Blessed is thai servant whom his lord when he 
eometh shall ^nd so doing (watching), lb. 46. 

The blessed promises of God are a still 
fiutber encouragement to watch. Is it not 
80, that when I have watched I have been 
preserved from sin ? And is not this in itself 
blessed ? 2 Pet, iii. 14. And hereafter 7 

III. But and if that evU servant sag in his hearty 
My Lord delageth His coming, lb. 48. 

When once we reckon on our Lord's delay, 
we are in great peril ; still worse, when we 
act as if He woidd certainly delay. Have I 
or no put aside the thought of His coming 7 
Have I looked for it 7 2 Pet. iii. 8, 4. 

Srxt 

What I say unto you, J say unto all, Watch, 
S. Mark ziii. 37. 
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Thursday. Twenty-seventh Week 



THE TEN VIRGINS. 

Read S. Matt xzv. 1-13. 

I. Five of them were wise, and Jive were foolish, 

lb. 2. 

Yet all were virgins — all had lamps — all 
went out to meet their Lord. But the pro- 
fession of some was barren. They had not 
the oil of divine love. S, James ii. 17. 

II. At midnight there was a cry made, Behold the 
bridegroom' cometh, lb. 6. 

And they who had been careless thought 
the wise could help them. But in that hour 
each must answer for himself; and the foolish 
were too late. When He cometh we know 
not. Ps, xlix. 7 ; Prov, i. 26. 

III. They that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage. lb. 10. 

Watchfulness — preparedness — waiting for 
the Lord : these are safe tempers and dispo- 
sitions. But if we neglect the day of sal- 
vation, that great day must come upon us 
unawares. Lord^ spare me ! 2 Cor, vi. 2. 

Sext. 

The night cometh, when no man can worh, 
S. John iz. 4. 
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after Trinity. Friday. 

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS. 

Read S. Matt zxv. 14-30 (S. Luke xix.}. 

I. Unto one he gave five talents^ to another two^ and 
to another one, lb. 15. 

To all according to their ability, that all 
may serve God therewith, and bring glory to 
Him. {S, Luke xix. 13.) They are for His 
service, not for our pleasure and waste. Have 
I thought how many He has bestowed on me, 
and for what purpose ? 1 Pet. ii. 6, 9. 

n. After a long time the lord of those eervante 
cometh. lb. 19. 

And now is their time of reckoning. They 
who served Him faithfully are bidden to be 
partakers of His joy ; not because they had 
many talents, but because they had used 
aright what He gave. 2 Cor, vi. 1. 

III. / was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in 
the earth. lb. 25. 

This slothful servant had not lost, but he 
had not used the one grace eiven to him ; and 
yet he was condemned. How many have I 
not only left unused, but abused and lost? 
Prov. XIX. 15. 

# 

Neglect not the gift that is in thee, 1 Tim. 
iv. 14. 
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Saturday. 27th Week after Trinity, 

THE LAST JUDGMENT. 

Read S. Matt. xxv. 31-46. 

I. TTien shall He sit upon the throne qfHis glory. 

lb. 31. 

He the judge of all, before whom all shall 
then be gathered. The sheep, they who heard 
and followed Him, on one side^ full of joy; 
the goats, followers of their own lusts, on the 
other. Where, Lord, shall I be, if Thou dost 
Dot help me now^ and spare me then ? Rev, 
1.7. 

II. Chme, ye blessed qfMy Father. lb. 34. 
First, the voice of mercy, more ready to 

save than to condemn. Would I hear this ad- 
dressed to me 7 Seek Him, follow Him, serve 
Him now. In humility, in love, in tender- 
ness to His poor and afflicted ones, as unto 
Him(ver.40). Do I? Time is short I Ikxles. 
ix. 10 ; zi. 1. 

III. Depart from Me^ ye cursed. lb. 41. 

Who can abide these awful words ? Banish, 
men t from Him for ever! Who must abide 
it ? They who have not done what He bade ; 
who cared not for Him or for His ; who be- 
lieved not. They have cast themselves out. 
Yet, O Lord, still will I hope in Thee. Cast 
me not away, O Lord. Hos. xiii. 9. 

Zext. 
Lord, remember me when Thou comest (in) 
Thy kingdom. S. Luke xxiii. 42 



ThefoUowing 

Cl^ftractrrs snU ZitUn of C%xisit, 

in contrast with our own, are abbreviated from the 
tame work. They were originally intended for a 
month** meditation b^ore the holy Communion, Other 
titles of Christ, mentioned in His own discourses, are 
to be found in their places, as, the " Way/' the 
" Door," the ** Good Shepherd," the " Vine." 
Pp. 349-352, &c 

(1) 
Christ, The King of kings, and Lord of 

lords (1 Tim, i. 17; Rev. xix. 16). We His poor 

debtoiB, having nothing to pay {S. Matt, xviii. 24), 

crying for mercy {ib. 26). He yet loving us and 

giving Himself for us {Gal. ii. 20). 

Thou art my King, O God; send help unto 
Jacob. Ps. xliv. 6. 



(2) 

Christ, Our Lord, laying His light yoke 
upon us {Matt. xi. 29). We His rebellious ser- 
vants {Jer. ii. 19,20), bought of Him (1 Cor. vi. 20), 
called to live wholly to Him {Rom. ziv. 7, 8), for 
His love to us {Hos. xi. 4). 

This is His name whereby He shaU be called^ 
The Lord our Righteousness. Jer. xxiii. 6. 



(3) 

Christ, Our Master, teaching us {Is. xlviii. 
17). We, like Mary, sitting at His feet {S. Luke x. 
39), yet too careless of His words (S. Matt. xiii. 19). 
He, m mercy, waiting till we hear {Is. xxx. 18-21). 

He will teach us of His wags, and we unll 
walk in His paths. Is. ii. 3. 
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CHARACTERS AND 



(4) 

Christ, Our Friend, ever faithful and true, 
the friend of sinners {Matt. xi. 19). We betraying 
and deserting Him, preferring the company of the 
ungodly {S, John i. 11 ; iii. 19). He still faithful 
to us (2 Tim. ii. 13 ; Rev. i. 5). 

There is a friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother. Prov. xviii. 24. 



(5) 
Christ, Our Brother, not ashamed to call 

us brethren {Heb. ii. 11, 12), We, as it were, 
guilty of a brother^s blood {Gen. zlii. 21). He 
gone before, not to condemn, but to save and keep 
us alive (Gen. xlv. 5). 

He is our brother and ourfiesh. Gen. xxxvii. 
27. 

(6) 
Christ, Our Father, who begat and called 
us sous {Is. ix. 6 ; 2 Cor. i. 3). We as prodigal 
sons (Luke xv.) Deserting him, yet longing to re- 
turn (i6. 17). He recdving us again, adorning, re- 
freshing us {ib. 20). 

Father, 1 have sinned against heaven and 
before Thee. S. Luke xv. 18. 



(7) 

Christ, Spouse of our Souls, who betrothed 

UB homeless {Hos. ii. 19, 20). We naked and 

poor {Ezek. xvi. 6), and now faithless {Jer. iii. 1). 

He still sealing us His own {Ezek, ix. 4). 

He hath covered me with the robe ofrighte^ 
ousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself. Is. 
Ixi. 10. 
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TITLES OF CHBI8T. 



(8) 

Christ, The Sun of Righteousness (Mai, 
It. 2), who is the true light (& John i. 9). We aa 
the blind man, or as one in darkness, longing for 
light (S. Luke xviii. 41 ; Is. 1. 10). He rising to 
give light and glory to all (Is, Ix. 1). 

The Lord my God shall make my darkness 
to he light, Ps. xviii. 28. 



Christ, The Food of Wayfarers (S, John 
Ti. 57) on their way to Zion. We as pilgrims on the 
road {ffeb. xi. 13), needing strength for the jour- 
ney (1 Kings xix. 7)« He providing food and 8u»> 
tenance for us {Ps, IxxviiL 24 ; Josh, v. 12). 

/ am a stranger with Thee^ and a sojourner^ 
as all my fathers were, Ps. xzxix. 12. 

(10) 

Christ, both Host and Feast (Is. xxv. 6), 
ministering food to His servants {S. Luke xii 37). 
We most unworthy, like one needing a wedding-gar- 
ment (Matt, xxii. 12). He still inviting us to par* 
take of Himself (S. John vi 55 ; Ps, xxxiv. 8). 

Blessed are they which are called to the 
marriage supper of' the Lamb, Rev. xix. 9. 



(11) 
Christ, Himself the Guest, bidding us to 

receive Him (S, Luke xix. 5). We most ungrateful 

and careless {Is. i. 3; Matt, xxv. 43). He still 

waiting without, standing, knocking {Rev. iii. 20). 

Come in, thou blessed of the Lord, where* 
fore standest thou without ? For I have pre- 
pared the house. Gen. xxiv. 81. 
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CHARACTERS AND 



(12) 

Christ, The Beloved, white as bread and 
ruddy as wine, the chief among ten thousand 

iCant, V. 10-16). We vile, yet beloved of Him 
Cant. i. 7). He desiring to speak comfortably to 
us {Is, zl. 2), and teach us to mortify fleshly affec- 
tions, and love Him {Oal. v. 24). 

I have found JSim whom my soul loveth. 
Cant. iii. 4. 

(18) 

Christ, The Heir of His Father, full of 
riches {Heb, i. 2). We, like the beggar Lazarus, 
fViU of sores (S. Luke xvi. 20). He made poor for 
our sakes (2 Cor. viii. 9), and pouring upon us needy 
ones the fulness of His love (Rev. iii. 17, 18). 

The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O Lord; 
and Thou givest ihem their meat in due season. 
Ps. cxlv. 15. 

(14) 

Christ, The Hidden Ood, veiled in human 
flesh (/*. adv. 15 ; Heb, x. 20). We too much 
loving observation and the praise of men (Matt. 
zxiii. 5). He desiring to lead us into solitude with 
Him {Hos. ii. 14), and feed us with the hidden 
manna (Rev. ii. 17). 

Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant. 
Ps. xxxi. 16. 

(15) 

Christ, The Bread of Life (John vi. 36), 
the food of angels (Ps. Ixxviii, 25). We, of whom 
it might well be said, " It is not meet to take the 
children's bread,'* Ac (Matt. xv. 26). He yet 
gladdening us with heavenly food (Ps. civ. 15). 

Lordj evermore give us this bread. S. tJohn 
vi. 84. 408 



TITLES 07 CHRIST. 



(16) 

Christ, The Wine prepared of Wisdom 
{JProv, ix. 5). We the simple ones lacking under- 
standing {lb, 6), He, in mercy, preparing this cup 
for us, ready to perish {Prov, xxxi. 6); and brings 
us to His home \Cant. viii. 2). 

Thou hast anointed my head with oil, and 
my cap shflU befuU, Ps. xxiii. 6. 



(17) 

Christ, Our Great High Priest, offering 
Himself for us, holy, harmless, undefiled {Heh, t. 
1 ; viL 26). We fallen, yet of a chosen race (1 Pet. 
ii. 9). He hidding us offer Him as our victim, and 
ourselves as temples of His grace (2 Cor. vi. 16). 

An High Priest^ touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities. Heb. iv. 15. 



(18) 

Christ, The Man of Sorrows, wounded for 
our iniquities (/*. liii. 3-5). We loving too well 
bodily comfort and ease, and shunning His cross 
(Phil. iii. 18, 19). He, in love, teaching us no 
longer to glory, save in His cross, but to follow 
Him {Gal. vi. 14-17). 

Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ 7 Shall tribulation ? Rom. yiii. 35. 



(19) 

Christ, With a Mother's love, having com- 
passion on us {Is. xlix. 15). We little ones in 
spirit, babes in Christ (1 Cor. iii 1). He desiring to 
make us long for spiritual nourishment (1 Pet. ii. 
2), and grow up in Him (Bph. iv. 15). 

When my father and my mother forsake me, 
the Lord taheth me up. Ps. xxvii. 12. 
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CHARACTERS AND 

Christ, The Expected of Nations (Gen, 
zlix. 10, 26), whose desires are warm towards us 
{S, Luke zzii. 15). We too slothful and cold to- 
wards Him {Prov, ziii. 4; ffoa, vii. 11). He draw- 
ing our souls to aspire after Him (Is. xxvi. 9). 

7'he desire of our soul is to Thy Name, and 
to the r€7nembrance of Thee. Is. xxvi. 8. 



(21) 

Chbist, a Furnace of Love (Cant. viii. 6), 
Jealous oyer our souls. We too lukewarm and 
careless of His love (Rev. iiu 15, 16). He sending 
fire on earth {S, Luke xii. 49), and desiring to warm 
and melt us with His lore {Is. Ixiy. 1, 2). 

Did not our heart bum unthin us, while He 
talked with us hy the way ? S. Luke xxiv. 32. 

(22) 

Christ, The Physician of Souls, pouring 
forth His own blood for our healing {Is. liii. 12). 
We like the man fallen among thieves {S. Luke 
z. 30), or as he who waited for the troubling of the 
waters {S. John y. 5). He, as the Good Samaritan, 
binding up and healing {S. Luke x. 34). 

Lord, he whom Thou lovest is sick ; speak 
the word only, and { Thy) servant shall be healed, 
S. John xi. 3 ; S. Matt. viii. 8. 

(28) 

Christ, 77ie Pearl of great price, for whom 
we may well part with all {S. Matt, xiii. 46). We 
like the foolish merchant trading with trifles {Exek, 
ziii. 19), or as the filthy swine {S. Matt. vii. 6). 
He counselling us to lose all and find Him {PhU. 
iii. 7, &C.). 

The price of wisdom is above rubies. Job 
xxviii. 18. 410 



TITLBS OF CHRIST. 



(24) 

Christ, The Tree of Life, bearing fruit for 
the healing of the nations (Rev, xxii* 2). We 
planting only weeds in our garden (Prov. xxiv. 30, 
&c.). He giving us Himself, the true vine, maldng 
us hranches in Him (S. John xt. 5). 

I sat dawn under His sJiadow with great 
delight y and His fruit was sweet to my taste. 
Cant. ii. 3. 

(M) 

Christ, The Lord of Hosts, alone able to 
overcome the strong man {S, Luke xi. 22). We, 
His professed soldiers, yet halting ( 1 Kings xviii 21), 
and fighting uncertainly (1 Cor. ix. 26, 27). He 
coming, not to send peace {S, Mail. x. 34), but to 
train us for His service (2 Tim, ii. 3). 

The Lord of Hosts is with us, Ps. xlvi. 7. 



(26) 

Christ, The Fountain of Life, open for 
sinners {Zech. xiii. 1). We, foolish ones, leaving the 
true fountain for broken cisterns {Jer. ii. 13). He 
still offering us living waters (John iv. 13 ; Hev, xxii. 
17) to moisten our dry and barren souls (/s. xliv. 3). 

My soul is athirstfor God. Ps. xlii. 2. 



(27) 

Christ, The Hunter for Souls, Himself 
wounded for us (Lam. iii. 12, 13). We like wild 
asses, far away from Him (ffos. viii 9). He seeking 
us, yea, and wounding us, that He may train us for 
Himself (Jer. xxx. 14, 17, Ac; Phil. 5ii. 12). 

Faithful are the wounds of a friend. Prov. 
xxyii. 6. 
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TITLES OF CHRIST. 



(28) 

GHRiSTy Our "Redeemer^ who has purchased 
us with His blood (1 PeU i. 18, 19). We in cap- 
tivity and banishment, longing to be free i^Ps. cxxxvii. 
1). He coming to be our ransom (1 Tim, ii. 3-6), 
and to redeem us from all evil (Tt/. ii. 14). 

Th(m w€ut slain, and hast redeemed us to 
Oad by Thy blood. Rev. v. 9. 



(29) 

Christ, AU that is Good, oiFered freely to all 
{Bxod, xxxiii. 19 ; It. Iv. 1). We surrounded with 
all evil, calling evil good, &c (Ps, xl. 12; Is, v. 20.) 
He teaching us to know what is really good, and 
giving us of His fulness (/& John i. 1 6 ; <9. James L 1 7). 

How great is His goodness, and how great 
is His beauty ! Zech. \x, 17. 



(30) 

Christ, The Watchful Pastor ( Ps, xxiii. ; 
1 Pet, ii. 25), giving His life for the sheep (S. John 
X. 14, 16). We His foolish, wandering flock {Is, 
liii. 6), exposed to thieves {S, John x. 12). He find- 
ing and carrying us home (S, Luke xv. 5, 6), and 
feeding us with Himself {Is. xl. 11). 

/ have gone astray like a sheep that is lost; 
oh, seek Thy servant. Ps. cxix. 176. 

(31) 

Christ, Our Example, pattern of all holi- 
ness {Ejpod. XXV. 40; 1 Pet. iL 21). We, once His 
image, now obscured by sin {Gen, i. 27; Lam. iv. 1). 
He giving us Himself anew, that, by seeing Him, we 
may be transformed to His likeness (2 Cor, iii. 18), 
and conformed to the Divine will {Acts xiii. 22). 

Shew me Thy ways, O Lord. Teach me 
Thy paths. Ps. xxv. 3. 



TABLE& 



On this and the three following pagee rrference is 
given to some of the Daily Thoughts tohich may 
be found usrful on special occasions,* 

^ttoxf t|)e l^ols Contmunfon. 

The Institution of the Eucharist ... 104 
The Love of Christ to us therein . . .213 

A Memorial of the Passion 214 

The worthy receiver 216 

The Eucharist a great feast 216 

The right disposition for receiving the 
holy Eucharist •*..... 217,218 

fSitttx dDomntttniott. 

Christ known in breaking of bread . . 171 
The effect of receiving the holy Eucha- . 

rist rightly 219, 220 

Christ the True Vine 862 

In addition to these^ one or more qf the Characters 
and Titles of Christ being specially intended to 
refer to His gifts to us in the Sacrament of the 
Lonfe Supper, may be used, (See pp. 405-412.) 

* The general privileges and responsibilities of baptized 
PERSONS are referred to in the Thoughts on the Commis- 
sion to the Apostles (pp. 186, 187); and again In Whitsun 
Week (pp. 202, 205, 207^. 
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Passion Wbbk. 



T%e Daily Thoughtt rrferred to on ihit page relate 
to the several events tohich took place on each qf 
the days. 

Palm Sunday. 
Our Lord's Triamphal Entry into Jera- 
salem 96-99 

Monday. 
The Buyers and Sellers in the Temple 
— ^The barren Fig-tree . • . 238, 392 

Tuesday, 
Several Parables of our Lord 393-6, 402-4 

Wednesday, 

The Promise of Betrayal by Judas • 100 

Maundy Thursday, 
The Last Supper — ^The Mount of Olives 
— Gethsemane — The Betrayal — S. 
Peter, Pilate, &c. . . 101-126, 352 

Good Fridat. 
The Judgment Hall — The Scourging 
— ^The Cross— The Words of our Lord 
on the Cross — Christ crucified 127-161 

Easter Eve, 
The Taking Down and the Sepulchre • 152 

T%is series f beginning with the promise of betrayal 
by Judas, would furnish one additional subject for 
every Friday throughout the year, 
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Thb Festivals. 



The pages rtferred to tn ihit table contain thoughtt 
on some portion of the Gospel for the following 

ir»t(bal0 of 

Saint Andrew 247 

Saint Thomas 177-9 

Saint Stephen 99 

S. John Evangelist 184 

The Holy Innocents 76 

The Conversion of St. Paul 380 

The Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple, Purification of the Blessed 

Virein Mary 68-69 

Saint Matthias (and see 199) . . . .311 

The Annunciation 17-19 

Saint Mark 352 

Saint Philip and S. James 349 

Saint Barnabas 107 

Saint John Baptist 24, 5 

Saint Peter 323 

Saint James 885 

Saint Bartholomew 106 

Saint Matthew 257 

Saint Michael and all Angels . . 333 

Saint Luke 353,4 

Saint Simon and S. Jude 107 

All Saints 267-271 

Thoughts appropriate to Vigils will be fotmd at 
pages 68, 112, 113, 114, 141, 266, 325, 401. 
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Spxcial Occasions. 



During the teatont of Advent and Lent, or on Wed- 
nesday and Friday , or at other eeasone of more 
than usual retirement^ tome of the subjects re- 
ferred to below might be found useful for con^ 
sideration, {Those * at the beginning of Janu- 
ary , and at the end of Epiphany and Trinity, 
would, in many years, be othenoise missed ^ 
together,) 

The Attributes of God 221-238 

Creation and End of Man .... 2-5 

The two Masters— The Narrow Way 284-288 
*Call and Obedience of the Wise Men 41-47 
*Los8 of Jesus by His Parents, His 

Childhood and Youth 79-89 

The Beatitudes 267-271 

Prayer ... 107, 113-16, 188, 266, 876 

The Lord's Prayer 278-281 

The Temptation of Christ .... 230, 231 
The Lost Sheep—The Prodigal . . 368-371 
Parables and Discourses relating to 

Christ Himself 349-362, 406 

•The Coming of Christ .... 401-403 

Death 373 

•Judgment 891, 404 

Hell 374 

Heaven .... 163,194-197,373,380 
For Ember Days, 186-7-8 ; 206-6-7; 307-8-9 ; 
176, 204, 320. 



I^armong of tfie (Bo^pelg^ 



IN HIM WAS LIFE, 

AND THE LIFE 

WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN. 



*•* This Harmony of the Four Gosptls was flnt eompQed ftom the 
heedingB to the KCtionsof Ghretwell's ffarmouia Evangelica, Ithai now 
been much enlarged, to form part of the little volume called Daily Steps 
towardi Heaven, It follows almost exclosively the chronological ordier 
of Greswcll. In one or two places (as on Palm Snndaj) it has been 
modified fkrom Townsend's New Tettament Chronologically Arranged^ 
from which work the names of places and dates are chiefly taken. The 
places at which the CTcnts happened are inserted in the blank columns, 
wherever there is room. Through the kindness of a brother it has had 
the benefit of an additional revision. 

N.B. The references are fireqnently made to the whole subject rather 
than to the words quoted. 



EVEITTS. 

Julian Period, ficom 4708^742. 
Vulgar Mm, ftom b.c. 6 to 
a.B.n. 



1. 

Th« Divinity t Humanity , 
Infaneyt and Childhood 
ofChtUt, 
(From B.c* 6 to a.d. 7.) 

Ilie DiTIKITT of Ch&ist 
to. Luke's preface . . . 
S. John Baptist foretold . 

conceived . , , . 

BCaiy espoused to Joseph 
Xhe Annunciation . . . 
ICaiy visits Elizaheth . . 
Bong of the B. Virgin . 
Betums to Nazareth . 



S. Mat*. 

Writt.in 
Palestine, 

A.B. • • ■ 



oh. ver. ch. ver 



8. Mask. 

Writt. at 
Bom& 
A.n. 60. 



18 



S LVKB. 

Writt. in 
Achaia, 
Aj>. 83. 



ch. ver. 



S. JOHV. 

Writt. at 

Ephesus, 

A.n. 97. 



(417) 



I: 1-4 
„ 5-23 
,,24.25 
» 27 



ch. ver. 



1 : 1-6 



„ 26-38 
„ 39-55 
If 
It 



46 
66 



[eih, 
Nastat' 
HAron. 
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HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



BVBNTa 



The Angel app. to Joseph 

S. John Baptist bom and 
named 

The Song of Zaeharias 

John's early life . . . 
Birth of Ckkxst 
The Shepherds . . 
Their adoration . • 
The Circumcision . 

The Name of Jssirs . 

Genealogies of Christ . 

The Presentation and Pu- 
rification .... 

Song of Simeon • . . 

The Wise Men . . . 

Flight into Egypt . . 

The Holy Innocents • 

B«tum to Naaareth . 

Childhood of Christ . 

Christ in the Temple . 

The Youth of Christ 
(A.n. 7~-A.i>. 26.) 



ch. ver. 
1: 20-25 



8. Matt. 






25 

1-17 



S. 

MinMry ofS. John Bap- 
tist, The first disci- 
ples of Jesus. ( A.ge 30.) 
(A.D. 26, 27.) 

Mission of S. John Baptist 

Christ the true light . 

8. John B. preaches . 

— baptises .... 
Bears witness to Christ 
His public ministry . 
Christ baptised (the 

Father-'The Spirit) 

— in the wilderness . 
— — tempted thrice . 
Angels minister to Him 
Jolm's second testimony 
Bekotd OeLamb of God 
Again the next day . . 
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S. Mabk. 



ch 



1 
IS 
16 
19 

Jer 



ver. 



ch. yer. 
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usalem. 



S. Lun. 
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tt 



67 
68 
80 
1-7 
8 
16 
21 



tt t* 
8: 23 



2: 22-39 
29 



tt 



tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 



89 
40 
46 
61 



8. JOKV. 



ch. yer. 
axareth. 

Hebron. 

• • 

Desert. 

Sethle- 

heutm 

• • 
Temple, 



Bethle- 
hem, 
ib. 

. • 
NazO' 
reth. 
ib. 



1-8 



"ll,12 

„* 18^15 
„ 16, 17 
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7,8 

9^11 
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1 
7 

15 
18 



» 18 
bara. 



4: 1 
„ 8-13 



1: 6-8 
„ 9-14 
„ 15 

Betha- 
bara. 

Desert. 



21-23 Jordan. 



N.of 
Jericho, 
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19 
29 
36 
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HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



STENTS. 



Andrew and Simon follow 
Jesus finds Philip . , 
Philip finds Nathanael 
Jesus receives him . . 



8. 
Chrisf» first public ap- 

pearanctand acts. (31 st 

year.) (a.d. 26, 27.) 
The marriage at Cana;") 

water made wine . ./ 
Went to Capernaum . . 
The first Passover . • 
The Temple cleansed . 
The Jews ask a sign . 
Many believed .... 
Nicodemus and Christ 
Departure to Jude^ . , 
Dispute of John's discip 
John's last testimony,) 

He muH inereate . . 5 
Christ goes into Galilee 

through Samaria . 
The woman at the well 
Received in Galilee . 
Heals a nobleman's son 



4. 

ChrUfifini public preach- 
ing, (81st year.) 
(A.D. 27.) 
John In prison .... 
In the sjmag. of Galilee , 
In the synagogue at . . 
Christ thrust out . . , 
Went to Capernaum . 
Andrew, Simon, James,! 
and John called . . / 
Teaches in a synagc^^e , 
A devil east out .... 
Simon^ mother healed , 
The sick and diseased 



8. Kmv. 



ch. ver. 
Gi^ng 



ch. ver. 



JEnon 



To 



12 
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18 
18-22 
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16 
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and 



Sychar 
Samaria 
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16 
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29 
82 



S. LvKi. 



ch. ver. 



lee. 



alefn. 



Salim, 






14 



» 15 

t, 16 
„ 28, 29 

tt 81 

Sea of 

tt 31 

„ iS 

tt 88 

tt 40 



S. JoHir. 
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1: 37 
» 44 
„ 45 
»> 47^1 
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6 

43 

47 



Galilee. 

Caper- 
naum, 
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HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



ETENTS. 



5. 

Chrises flrtt general eir- 
cuii. (32d year, a.s.27.) 

Begun by prayer . . 
The whole of OalQee . 

Ss&KOir OK THB MOUKT 

The Beatitudes . . 
(4 Beatitudes.) (Woes) 
Let yr light, Ttare,^c 
Te have heardf ^c. . 
Xf thine eye offend . 
Swearnot at all • . 
Give U> him that . • 
Love your enemies • 
Xfye love them^ %e. . 
{If ye lend), . . . 
Atansk' Prayer . . 
The Lord's Prayer . 

Fasting 

Treasure In heaven . 
Two masters . . . 
Beh. the fowls (ravens) 
Consider the lilies . 
Judge not .... 
(Give, and ^c) , , 
The mote .... 
Pearls before swine . 
Aakf seek, knock , . 
The strait gate . . 
False prophets . . 
The good tree . . . 
Not every one, ^e, . 
House on a rock . . 

Draught of fishes . . 
A leper healed . . . 
Christ retires for prayer to 
The palsy healed . . 
Levi (Matthew) called 
Christ supped with him 
Thy disciples fast not , 



o« jkatv* 



ch. ver. 



4: 23-25 

ch.(5-7) 
5: 8 
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II 

Gennes 

8: 2-4 

the Dese 

9: 2 
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IS 
15 
17 
21 
24 
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ch. ver. 



1« 85 

It 89 
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13 
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S. LvxB. 
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ch. ver. 
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ft 

ch. (6) 



42 
44 



6: 20,24 



If 80 
I, 27, 35 
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8> JOHV. 



Going 

from 

Capemf 

N.ofdo, 



Galilee. 
Capem, 
Gennes. 
Capem, 
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BARHONT OF THB OOSPELS. 



STEBTS. 



6. 

TA« second year of Chrltft 
minUtrtf* (S2d year.) 
(A.D. 27.) 
He attends a 2d Passover 
The pool of Bethesda . 
The Je^rs find fault, strive 
to kJll him. He appeals 
to the Father ; to JohnB 
Search the Scriptures , 
Com pluck, on the Sahb. 
Return to Capernaum 
The withered hand healed 
Conspir.w. the Herodians 
Followed by many whose 

diseases he healed . 
A whole night in praver 
The 12 Apostles ordained 
Sbbmon on ths plain 
The Centurion's servant . 
The widow of Nain . . 
Messengers from John B. 
Christ discourses of him , 
Wo unto thee^ Chorazin , 
I thank thee, Father 
Come unto Me, ail . . , 
Christ's feet washed by\ 
a penitent . . . ./ 



8. Mar. 



eh. ver. 



7. 

Chrisfs second general cir- 
cuit and return, (S2d 
year.) (▲.!>. 27.) 

Through Galilee hack\ 
to Capernaum . . . j 

A great concourse, andl 
his relations alarmed/ 

He cures a demoniac . . 

The Pharisees blaspheme 

Blasph. aga. the H. Ghost 

They ask for a sign . 

The unclean q»irit . . 
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9 
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14 

15-21 
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{Seepage 
8 : 6-18 
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2 
7 

20 
20 
28 



12 
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It 



22 

24 

88 
43 



8. Mabx. 



ch. ver. 



2: 28 
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13 

14 



S. Luxx. 



ch. ver. 



8. 19 
20 
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6 
11 



8. JOBX. 



ch. ver. 
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1 
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10-47 
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12 
13 
17-49 
: 1 
11 
17 
24 



„ 89 
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Capern, 
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Joumeff, 
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Capern. 
Nain, 
Ona 
journep. 
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HARMONY OF THE 008FELB. 



STENTS. 



Who is my mofherf 
Parable of the sower 
The tares . . 
. Mustard-seed . 



Leaven . . . 
Why in parables f 
The sower explained 
The candle . 
The treasure 
The pearl . 
The net . . 
Mff mother ^ my brethren 
Cluist crosses the lake . 
Some prof, a wish to foil. 
He calms the storm . . 
The two demoniacs andl 

swine > 

One sent home . . . . 
Christ received sinners 
The Bridegroom . 
New wine . . . 
The issue liealed . . <\ 
Jairus's daughter raised j 
Two blind men restored . 
The dumb spirit . . , 
Return to Nazareth . , 



:} 



8. 

Christ*s third general cir 
cuit and mieHon of the 
xii Apostles, (33d year.) 
(A.D. 28.) 

Instructions to Apostles . 

Herod hears of Christ . 1 

S. John B. death ment. j 

The apostles return . . 

The 6000 fed (Bethsaida). 

The disciples dismissed . 

Walking on the water 

Peter went to him . . . 

Return to Capernaum. . 

/ am the Bread of life . , 
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18 
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45 
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S. Lvxa. 
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Lake of 
GaUlee. 



8. JOHV. 



ch. ver. 

II 
Lake 

of 
Galilee. 






Gadaro. 

m m 

Capem, 



A jour- 
ney. 



On a 
Journey, 

S.W. 
Capern. 
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HARMONY OF TAB GOSPELS. 



BTBNTS. 



My flesh is meat indeed 
Some went back . . 
Judas's sin foretold . 



ch. yer. 



9. 
The third pear of Chrises 

minisirff begun. (33d 

year.) (a.i>. 28.) 
Scribes ft Phari. visit him 
** Unwashed hands'* . 
What really defiles . . 
Depart, to Tyre and Sidon 
The Syrophoenic. woman 
Goes to the sea of Galilee 
Heals the deaf .... 
Other sick and diseased . 

The 4000 fed 

Crosses to Dahnanutha . 
No sign ehall be given , . 
Return to Bethsaida . . 
The leaven of the Pharis. 
A blind man healed . . 
8. Peter's confession . . 
Christ must suffer . • . 
Take up the cross . . . 
The TBAMsriGUKATiON 
Blias must flrst come , , 
He casts out a devil . . 
Why the disc, could not . 
Again pred. the passion . 
Returns, and on the way 

pays tribute (the fish) . 
Who shall'be greatest . . 

Little children . . . 
He that is not against us . 
// thy hand offend thee . 
How oft forgive . . . . 
The unmerciful servant . 
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lam the light of the world 
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They seek to stone Christ 
The blind maa healed . 
The Jews cast him out 
Christ received him . 
Christ the door . . . 
The Good Shepherd . 
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The Featt of Dedication, 
(88d year.) (a.d. 28.) 
"Art Thou the Christ r 
Mff theep hear My voice 
I and My Father are one 
They try to take Him 
He ^ent beyond Jordan 
Hears of Lazarus' sickness 
Went after 2 days to . 
Lazarus raised . . . 
The Pharisees conspire 
He retired to Eptiraim 
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bur.their d.; No man,^c, ) 



8. Matt. 



ch. ver. 



S. Mask. 



ch. ver. 



Jerutal 
Solomon 



S. hOMM, 



ch. ver. 



em. 



** porch, 



Be^ 



• • 



any. 



61 
53 
65 
67 
68 



S. JoHir. 



ch. 
7: 

If 
*• 
»» 

ff 
8: 



f> 
n 



f> 

ft 

9 



10: 



If 



ver. 

2 
10 
87 
80 
40 

1 

81 
11 
12 
88 
68 
59 

1 
18 
86 

1 
11 



10 : 22 





28 




27 




80 




89 




40 


11 


: 1-7 




7 




17 




47-67 


rf 


64 



I II 60, 62 



Through 
Samaria 

to 
Galilee. 



mi 



HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



EVENTS. 



8. Mavt. 
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Instmctloiu to the lxx. 
Woe to Chorazin . . 
The LXX. return . . 
I thank Thee, O Father 
A lawyer tempted Him 
The eood Samaritan . 
Martha and Mary . . 
The Lord's Prayer . . 
The firiend at midnight 
The dumb spirit . . 
The Pharisees blaspheme 
Tea rather bleued 
The sign of Jonas 
He dines with a Pharisee 
Woes to Phar. & Scribes 
Whom we should fear 
Refuses to settle a dispute 
The rich man's bains . 
The ravens. The lilies 
Where ffour treaeure ie 
Watching for the Lord 
Divisions, not peace . 
Fate of the Galileans . 
The barren fig-tree . . 
The woman bowed togeth. 
The mustard-seed 
Are there few that be eaved 
Herod will kill Thee . 
O Jenualemf Jerusalem 
The dropsy healed . . 
Choice of upper room . 
Bid the poor to feast . 
All make excuse . . 
Bear the cross (the cost) 
The lost sheep (silver) 
The prodigal son . . 
The unjust steward . 
No man can serve two ma 
Dives and Lazarus . . 
Offences — ^forgiveness,&c 
The ten lepers . . . 
From Oalilee to Persea . 19 
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The fig-tree cursed 
Power of faith— Prayer . 
The Temple cleansed . 
Conspiracy against Him . 
Return to Bethany. . 
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Christ went to Jerusalem 
The -withered fig-tree . . 
By what authority T . . 
The father & the two sons 
The vineyard let out . 
The wedding-garment 
Pharisees send Herodians 
Tribute to Caesar . . 
Then come the Sadducees 
The resurrect. (7 brethren) 
Then Scribes & Pharisees 
The great commandment X 
Whose son is Christ, &c. 
Beware of the Scribes . 
The widow's mite . . 
Last discourse to the Jews 
The eight woes . . . 
Ye shall not see me hencef. 
Fallof Jerusal. The end 
Wise and evil servants 
The ten virgins . . . 
The talents .... 
The sheep and goats . 
Our Lord's last days . 
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Chr. foretels His betrayal 
The chief priests' counsel 
Judas's agreement . . 
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Prepa. for the last supper 
He sat down with the 12 
The cup 
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Simon of Cyrene . . 
Weep not for Me . . 
He, bearing His cross, 
came to Golgotha . . 
The vinegar and gall . . 

The Crose. 

The Mother of Jeans— 
8. John — Mafcdalene — 
Mary, and others.— 5. John 
six. 36. 

Kailed to the cross . . . 
Father t forgive them . . 
The superscription . . . 
His garments parted . 
Lots cast for His vesture. 
The passers-by rail . . 
Both the thieves revile 
One reviles again . . 
One repents .... 
To day thalt thou he . 
Womaitt behold thy Son 
Behold thy mother , . 
" The darkness" . . 
My Godf My God, why . 

I thirst 

The vinegar .... 
It ie finished .... 
Father^ into Thine hands 
The veil of the Temple 
The graves opened . . 
The centurion ... 
The vromen .... 
Jesus pierced .... 
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Christ entombed . . J 
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The guard set 
Bpicea bought 



14. 
Eeuter and the great 
forty days. 
H. Mag. & the oth. set out 
The angel had removed 
the stone ..... 
The guards fled .... 

HS 18 &IBEK ..... 

They enter in [the disc 
The women go and tell 
Guards go to Chief Priests 
Another puty of women . 
Mary Magdalen tells Peter 
Peter Sc John go to the sep. 
The two angels and Mary 
Jesus seen by M. Magdal. 
By the women . . . 
" All haa V'—Fear not 
Touch Me not . . . 
By Cleopas and another 
The breaking of bread 
They tell the apostles . 
8d manifesta. to S. Peter . 
By the 11 except Thomas 
Peace be unto you . . 
At, ^e.f so send I you . 
Whosct %c. ye remit , 
By Thomas and the rest 
By 500 brethren . . . 
At the sea of Tiberias . . 
Feed My lambs .... 
** What sh. this man do!" 

By S. James 

By the apostles at . . . 
His last instructions . . 
Promise of the Spirit . . 

AUpowerfScc 

Go ye into all nations . . 
Salvation to the faithftd . 
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Miraculous powers . . 
Lo, I am with you altoay 
He .blessed them . . 
nYas parted from them 
bElecefved into heaven . 
^ey worshipped Him 
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Many other signs truly did Jesus (5. John xx. 80), which 

are not written (xxi. 25). These are written, that ye 

might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; 

and that believing ye might have life through His name. 

Who sitteth on the right hand of God, 

Maketh intercession for us {Rom. vlii. S4); 

Shall in like manner come again {Act» i. 10), 

And all His saints with Him {Zech. xiv. 5), 

To Judge the world (2 Tim. iv. I). 

Even so, comE) 

Loan Jesus. 

{Rev. xxii. 20.) 



ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast given Thine 
only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for 
sin, and also an ensample of godly life, 
give us grace that we may always most thank- 
nilly receive that His inestimable benefit, and 
also daily endeavour ourselves to follow the 
blessed steps of His most holy life; through 
the same JesiLS Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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